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THE 

PREFACE. 

AVI NG taken more than ordinary Pains in 
cclleding the Materials which compofe the 
following Hiftory, we could not be fatisfed 
with cur felves, if any Thing were wanting to 
it, which might render it intirely fatisfatiory 
to the Pub lick : It is for this Reafcn we have fubjoined to 
the Work, ajhort AbflraCl of the Laws now in Force againfl 
Fyrates, and made choice of fome particular Cafes, (the 
moft curious we could meet with ) which have been hereto¬ 
fore tried, by which it will appear what Allions have, and 
what have not been adjudged Pyracy . 

It is pojfible this Book may fall into the Hands of fome 
Mafters of Ships , and other honefi Mariners, who frequent- 
ly, by contrary Winds or Tempers, or other Accidents inci¬ 
dent to long Voyages, find themfehes reduced to great Di- 
firejfes, either through Scarcity of Provifions, or Want of 
Stores. I fay, it may be a Direction to fuch as thofe, what 
lengths they may venture to go, without violating the Law 
of Nations, in Cafe they JJjould meet other Ships at Sea, or 
be cafi on feme inhofpitable Shore, which fhould refufe to 
trade with them for fuch Things as arc abfolutely neceffary 
for the Prefervation of their Lives, or the Safety of the Shif 
and Cargoe. 

We have given a few Inflances in the Courfe of thifi 
Hipry of the Inducements Men have to engage themfelves 
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heaJlong in a Life of fo much Peril to themfelves, and Jo 
defiruttive to the Navigation of the trading World \ to re¬ 
medy which Evil there fee ms to he but two Ways, either to 
fnd Employment for the great Numbers of Seamen turn d 
adrift-at the Condufion of a dVar , and thereby present 
thcrr running into fuch *U rider takings, or to guard fuf- 
fciently the Coafi of Africa, the Weft-Indies, a$d other 
Places whereto Pyrates refort. 

I cannot but take Notice in this Place* that during this 
long Peace, I have not fo much as heard of a Dutch Pyrate : 
It js, not that I take them to be honefter than their Neigh¬ 
bours 7 but when we account for it, it will, perhaps, be a 
Reproach to our fcIves for our want of Indujry : The Rea - 
fin [take to be, that after a War, when the Dutch Ships 
are laid up, they have a Fifiery, where their Seamen find 
immediate Bufwefs, and as comfortable Bread as they had 
before. Had ours the fame Recourfe in their Nccejfuies, 
I m certain we fly outd find the fame EffeEl froih~ it j for a 
Fijhery is a Trade that cannot be overfiock 7 d the Sea is 
wide enough for tts all, we need not cjuarrel for Elbow-room : 
Its Stores are infinite, and will ever Reward the Labourer. 
Bcfidcs,our own Coafi, for the mofl Part, fiupply the Dutch, 
who employ feveral hundred Sail confiantly in the Trade, 
and fo fell to its our own Fifiu I call it our own, for the Sove¬ 
reignty of the Britifti Seas, are to this Day acknowledged 
tts by the Dutch ,and all the neighbouring Nations \ where - 
fore, if there was a publ’ck Spirit amongfl Hi, it would be 
well worth our while to eftabl/fh a National Fijhery, which 
Would be the befl Means in the World to prevent Pyracy , 
’employ a Number of the Poor, and eafe the Nation of a 
great Burthen, by lowering the Price of Provifion in gene¬ 
ral, as well as of fieverdl other Commodities . 

'•* I need not bring any Proofs of what I advance, viz. that 
there are Alultitudes of Seamen at this Day unemployed ',it is 
but t r >o evident by their ftravgUng, and begging all over the 
Kingdom. Nr is it fo much their Inclination to Idlenefs, as 
their'own hard Fate, in being caft off after their Work 
d:ne > to * Jar vc or ficaL I-have not known a Man 
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Wa* romm'fivt d f r federal Tears fafiy but th ee r'ncs 
her Cmpliment of A fen have offered themselves in rro ' V 
four f-Intrs ; the Merchants take their Adv tnt igc of this? 
lejfen their JVages y and thofe few who sere in B\finefs m-c 
poorly pa : d y and but poorly fed, fuck TJfagr breeds Difeon - 
tents amengfi them y and\nakes them eager for any Change. 

I jJjalt not repeat what 1 have /aid in the H fiery con¬ 
cerning the Priva+errs of the K Weft Indies, where I have 
taken Notice they !'ve upon Spoil ; and at Cujfam is a fee nd 
Nature y it is no Wonder th*V y when an hon*(l Livlyhnod vs 
not eafily had y they run into one fo like their own fo thit 
it may he fa d y that Privateers in time of War are a Nur - 
fery for Py rates again ft a Fence. 

Now we have accounted fv their Rife and Beginning y it 
will be natural - to enquire why they are not taken and de¬ 
fray'd y before tlscy come to any hJead y feeing that they are 
feldomiefs than twelve Men of IVa* flat ion d in our Ame¬ 
rican Plant it ion* y evn in ‘Time of Peace y a Force ‘puff- 
cient to contend with a powerful Enemy* This Enquiry y 
perhaps y will not turn much to the H ncur of tbfe concern'd 
in that Service * however y I hope' 1 may be excHsd y if what 
I hint is with a Defign of ferving the Fublick. 

I fay y 7 tis firange that a few Pyrites jhould ravage the 
Seas for Tears y iv thout ever being light upon y by any of 
our Ships of ff ar, when in the mean Time y they (the Py- 
rates) fhalLtake Fleets of Ships , it looks as if one was much 
more dilligent in their Affairs y than the other. Roberts. 
and his Crew y alone y took 400 Saif before he was defrayd* 
This Matter , I may probably fet right an a her Time y 
and only obferve for the prefent y that the Py rates at Sea y 
have the fame Sagacity with Robbers at Land y as the Ur ter 
underfland what Roads are mofi frequented, and where it is 
mofl likely to meet with Booty y fo the former know what 
Latitude to he in y in order to intercept Sh fs y and as the 
Py rates happen to be in want of Provlfons y Stores , or ary 
particular Lading y th'y cruife accordingly for fuch Ships y ^ 
and are moraly cert an of meeting witis them \ and by the 
fame Reafon y if the Man of War cruife in thofe Latitudes, . 
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they are as fare of finding the Pyrates , as the Pyrates are 
to find the Merchant Ships } and if the Pyrates are not to 
he met with by the Men of War in fach a Latitude , then 
farely down the fame Latitude may the Merchant Ships 
arrive fafely to their Port. 

To make this a little plainer to my Country Readers, 
I muft obfcrve that all our outward bound Ships, jomettme 
after they leave the Land, fleer into the Latitude of 
the Place they are bound to*, if to the Weft-India lflands, 
or any Part of the Main of America, as New-York, 
New-England, Virginia, &c. becaufe the Latitude is 
the only Certainty in thofe Voyages to be found, and then 
they fail due Wefl, till they come to their Port, without 
altering their Courfa. In this Wefl Way lie the Pyratcs y 
whether it be to Virginia, &c. or Nevis, St . Chriiio- 
phers, Montferat, Jamaica, &c. fo that if the Mer¬ 
chant Ships bound thither, do not fall a Prey to them one 
Day, they mufl another: Therefore I fay, if the Men of War 
take the fame Track, the Pyrates mufl unavoidably fall into 
their Mouths, or be frighted away, for where the Game is^ 
their will the F'crmine be } if the latter Jhould be the Cafe - 
the trading Ships, as / Raid before, will pafs unmolefled and 
fafe, and the Pyrates be reduced to take Refuge in fame of 
their lurking Hiles about the uninhabited lflands , where 
their Fate would be like that of the Fox in his Den, tf 
they Jhould venture out, they would be hunted and taken, 
and if they flay within they mufl (rarve. 

Jmu/t obfarve another Thing, that the Pyrates general¬ 
ly foft their Rovings, according to the Seafan of the Lear ', 
in the Summer they cruifa moflly along the Coafl of the Con¬ 
tinent of America, but the Winters there, being a little 
too cold for them, they follow the Sun, and go towards the 
lflands, at the approach of cold Weather . Every Man 
who has ufed the Weft-India Trade , knows this to te 
true therefore, flnee we are fo well acquainted with all 
fheir Met ions, I cannot fee why cur Men qf War under a 
proper Regulation, may not go to the Southward, inflead of 
lying up ail the Winter vfelefs : But IJhall proceed too fay 
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w tins Enquiry, 1 JhaU therefore quit it, and fay fame 
thing of the following Sheets, which the Author may venture 
to affure the Reader that they have one Thing to recommend 
them, which is Truth ; thofe Falls which he bimfelf was 
not an Eye-Witnefs of, he had from the authentick Relati¬ 
ons of the Perfons concerned in taking the Pyrates, as well 
as front the Mouths of the Pyratcs themfelves, after they 
were taken, and he conceives no Man can produce better 
Tefiimonies to jupport the Credit of arty Hiftory • 

It will be obferved, that the Account of the Atlions of 
Roberts runs into a greater Length, than that of any other 
Pyrate, for which we can ajfign two Reafons, firfi, becaufe 
he ravaged the Seas longer than the reft, and of Confequence 
there mufi be a greater Scene of Bufinefs in bis Life: Second¬ 
ly, being refolded not to weary the Reader, with tirejome 
Rejetitions : When we found the Circumfiances in Roberts’* 
Life, and other Pyratcs, either as to pyratical Articles, or 
arty Thing elfe, to be the fame, we thought itbefi to give them 
but once, and chofe Robert’* Life for that Purpofe, he ha¬ 
ving made more Notfe in the World, than fome others . 

As to the Lives of our two female Py rates, we mufi con - 
fefs they may appear a little Extravagant, yet they are 
never the lefs true for feemingfo, but as they were pub - 
lichly tried for their Pyracies, there are living Witneffcs 
enough to jufiify what we have laid down concerning them , 
It is certain, we have produced fome Particulars which were 
not Jo publickly known, the Reafon is, we were more inquifi- 
tive into the Circumfiances of their paSt Lives, than other 
People, who had no other Dcfign, than that of gratifying 
their own private Curiofity : If there are fome Incidents and 
Turns in their Stories, which may give them a little the 
Air of a Novel, they are not invented or contrived for 
that Purpofe, it is a Khd of Reading this Author is but 
little acquainted with, but as he bimfelf was exceedingly 
diverted with them, when they were related to him, he 
thought they might have the fame EffeEl upon the Reader. 

1 prefume we need make no Apology forgiving the Name 
of a Hiftory to the following Sheets, though they contain no- 
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thing hut the All ions of a Farce! of Robbers* It is Bra* 
very and Stratagem in War which make .Actions worthy of 
Record \ in which Senfe the Adventures here related will 
be thought deferring that Name* Plutarch is very cir - 
cumflantial in relating the Actions fl/Spartacu?, the Slave, 
and makes the Conc'uefi of him, one of the grratef Glories 
of Marcus CrafTus •, and it improbable, if this Slave had 
livd a little longer, Plutarch would have-given ns his 
Life at large. Rome, the Miflrefs of the World, was no 
more at firjt than a Refuge for Thieves and Outlaws \ and 
if the Progrefs of our Pyrates had been ecjual to their Be~ 
ginning ^ had they all united, and fettled in fome of thofe 
Iflandsthey night, by this ■Time, have been honoured with 
the Name of a Commonwealth, and no Power in thofe Parts 
of the World could have been able to difpute it with them. 

If we have-feevid to glance, with fome Freedom, at the 
Behaviour of fome Governors of Provinces abroad, it has 
been with Caution and, perhaps, we have not declar'd as 
much as we knew : However, we hope thofe Gentlemen in the 
fame Station, who have never given Occafton for the like 
Cenfure, will take no Offence, iho* the Ward Governor fs 
fumetimes mkde ufe of 
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> the Py rates in the IVeft-Tndiet have 
been fo formidable and numerous, 
that they have interrupted the 
Trade of Europe into thole Parts; 
and our Englifh Merchants, in parti¬ 
cular, have luffered more by their 
Depredations, than by the united 
Force of France and Spain , in the late War : We do 
not doubt but the World will be curious to know 
the Original and Progrefs of thefe Defperadoes, 
who were the Terror of the trading Part of the 
World." 

But, before we enter upon their particular Hi- 
ftory, it will not be amifs, by way of Introdu&ion, 
to ftiew, by lome Examples drawn from Hiftory, 
the great Mifchief and Danger which threatens 
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, from the Incrgale 
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18 The History of the Pyranes. 

of thefe fort of Robbers; when either by the Trou¬ 
bles of particular Times, or the Negleft of Go¬ 
vernments, they are not crufh’d before they gather 
Strength. 

It has been the Cafe heretofore, that when a An¬ 
gle Pyrate has been fuflfered to range the Seas, as 
not being worth the Notice of a Government, 
he,has by Degrees grown fo powerful, as to put 
them to the Expence of a great deal of Blood and 
Treafure, before he was fupprefs’d \ we fhall not exa¬ 
mine how it came to pafs, that our Pyrates m the 
Weft-Indies have continually increafed till of late ; 
this is an Enquiry which belongs to the Legiflature, 
or Reprefentatives of the People in Parliament, and 
to them we fhall leave it. 

Our Bufinefs fhall be briefly to fhew, what from 
Beginnings, as inconflderable as thefe, other Nations 
have fuffered. 

In the Times of Marins and SyUa, Rome was in 
her greateft Strength, yet fhe was fb torn to Pieces 
by the Faftions of thofe two great Men, that every 
Thing which concerned the publifck Good wag 
altogether neglefted, when certain Pyrates broke 
out from Ciciliaj a Country of Afia Minor , fituate 
on the Coaft of the Mediteranean , betwixt Syria on 
the Eaft, from whence it is divided by Mount Tau- 
ris, and Armenia Minor on the Weft. This Begin¬ 
ning was mean and inconflderable, having but two 
or three Ships, and a few Men, with which they 
cruifed about the Greek Iflands, taking fuch Ships as 
Were very ill arm’d or weakly defended ^ however, 
by the taking of many Prizes, they foon increafed 
in Wealth and Power: The firft Attion of their’s 
which made a Noile, was the taking of Julius C*far f 
who was as yet a Youth, .and who being obliged to 
fly from the Cruelties of Sylla, who fought his Life, 
went into Bithima , and fojoiirned a while with Ni- 
emedtSf King of that Country *, in his_ Return back 
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by Sea, he was met with, and taken, by fome of 
thefe Pyrates, near the Ifland of Pharmacufa : The ft; 
Pyrates had a barbarous Cuftomof tying their Pri- 
ibners back to back and throwing them into the Sea; 
but, fuppofing Captr to be fome Perfon of a high 
Rank, becaufe of his purple Robes, and the Num¬ 
ber of his Attendants, they thought it would be 
more for their Profit to preferve him, in hopes of 
receiving a great Sum for his Ranfom } therefore 
they told him he fhould have his Liberty, provided 
he would pay them twenty Talents, which they 
judg’d to be a Very high Demand, in our Money, 
about three thoufand fix hundred Pounds Sterling ; 
he fmiled, and of his own Accord promifed them 
fifty Talents^ they were both pleafed, and furprized 
at his Anfwer, and contented that feveral of his 
Attendants fhould go by his Direction and raife the 
Money; and he was left among thefe Ruffians with 
no more than three Attendants. He pafs’d eight and 
thirty Days, and feem’d fb little Concern’d or 
afraid, that often when he went to fleep, he ufed 
to charge them not to make a Noife, threatning, 
if they difturbed him, to hang them all} he alfo 
play’d at Dice with them, and fometimes wrote 
Verfes and Dialogues, which he ufed to repeat, 
and alfo caufe them to repeat, and if they did not 
praife and admire them, he would call them Beafts 
and Barbarians, telling them he would crucifiethem. 
They took all thefe as the Sallies of a juvenile Hu¬ 
mour, and were rather diverted, than difpleafed 
at them. 

At length his Attendants returned with his Ran-' 
ibm, which he paid, and was difcharg’d} he fail’d 
for the Port of M'detum , where, as foon as he was 
arriv’d, he ufed all his Art and Induftry in fitting 
out a Squadron of Ships, which he equipp’d and 
arm’d at his Own Charges } and failing in Queft of 
the Pyrates, he furpriz’d them as they lay at An- 

B 1 choc 
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chor among the Iflands, and took thole who had 
taken him before, with fbme others ; the Money he 
found upon them he made Prize of, to reimburfe 
his Charges, and he carried the Men to Pergamus or 
Troy, and there fecured them in Prilon: In the mean 
Time, he applied himfelf to 'Junius, then Governor 
of Afia, ta whom it belong’d to judge and deter¬ 
mine of the Punifhment of thefe Men ; but Junius 
finding there was no Money to be had, anfwered 
Cafar, that he would think, at his leifure, what 
was to be done with thofe Priloners •, C&far took his 
leave of him, returned back to Pergamus , and com¬ 
manded that the Prifoners Ihould be brought out 
and executed, according to Law in that Cafe provi¬ 
ded • which is taken Notice of, in a Chapter at the 
End of this Book, concerning the Laws in. Cafes of 
Pyracy: And thus he gave them that Punifhment in 
Earneft, which he had often threatned them with 
in jeft. 

Cafar went ftrait to Rome, where, being ingaged 
in the Defigns of his own private Ambition, as 
Were almoft all the leading Men in Rome, the Py- 
rates who were left, had Time to increafe to a pro¬ 
digious Strength ; for while the civil Wars lafted, 
the Seas were left unguarded, fo that Plutarch tells 
us, that they erefled diverfe Arfenals full of all 
manner of warlike Stores, made commodious Har¬ 
bours, fet up Watch-Towers and Beacons all alon£ 
the Coafts of Celicia ; that they had a mighty Fleet, 
well equiped and furnifhed, with Galliots of Oars, 
man’d, not only with Men of defperate Courage, 
but alio with expert Pilots and Mariners; they 
"had their Ships of Force, and light Pinnaces for 
cruifmg and making Difcoveries, in all nolefsthan 
a thoufand Sail; fb glorioufly fet out, that they 
were as much to be envied for their gallant Shew, 
as fear’d for their Force; having the Stern and 
Quarters all guilded withGold, andtheir Oarsplated 

with 
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with Silver, as well as purple Sails ; as if their 
greateft Delight had been to glory in their Iniquity. 
Nor were they content with committing Pyracies 
arid Infolences by Sea, they committed as great 
Depredations by Land ; or rather made Conquefts, 
for they took and lack’d no lefs than four hundred 
Cities, laid leveral others under Contributions, 
plundered the Temples of the Gods, and inriched 
themlelves with the offerings depofited in them; 
they often landed Bodies of Men, who not only 
plundered the Villages along the Sea Coaft, but 
ranfack’d the fine Houfes of the Noblemen along 
the Tiber. A Body of them once took Sextillius and 
Bellinus two Roman Prsetors, in their purple Robes, 
going from Rome to their Governments, and carried 
them away with all their Sergeants, Officers, and 
Vergers •, they alio took the Daughter of An' nius 
a confular Perfon, and one who had obta’n’d the 
Honour of a Triumph, as fhe was going to the 
Country Houle of her Father. 

But what was moft barbarous, was a Cuftom they 
had when they took any Ship, of enquiring of the 
Perlons on Board, concerning their Names and 
Country •, if any of them faid he was a Roman , they 
fell down upon their Knees, as if in a Fright at 
the Greatnefs of that Name, and begged Pardon for 
what they had done •, and imploring his Mercy, they 
uled to perform the Offices of Servants about his 
Perlon, and when they found they had deceived 
him into a Belief of their being fincere, they hung 
out the Ladder of the Ship, and coming with a fhew 
of Curtefy, told him he had his Liberty, defiring 
him to walk out of the Ship •, and this in the Middle 
of the Sea; and when they obferved h : m in Sur¬ 
prize, as was natural, they ufed to throw him over¬ 
board with mighty Ihouts of Laughter ; fo wanton 
they were in their Cruelty. 
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Thus, while Rome was Miftrefs of the World, /he 
fuffered Infults and Affronts, almoft at her Gates, 
from thefe Powerful Robbers^ but what for a while 
jmde Faction ceafe, and rowfed the Genius of that 
People, never ufed to fuffer Wrongs from a fur 
Enemy, was an exceffive Scarcity of Provifions in 
Rome , occafioned by all the Ships loaden with Corn 
and Provifions from Sicily , Corfica , and other Places, 
being intercepted and taken by thele Pyrates, info- 
much that they were almoft reduced to a Famine: 
Upon this, Pompey the Great was immediately ap¬ 
pointed General to manage this War^ five hundred 
Ships were immediately fitted out, he had fourteen 
Senators, Men of Experience in the War, for his 
Vice-Admirals \ and fo confiderable an Enemy, 
were thefe Ruffians become, that no lefs than an 
Army of a hundred thoufand Foot, and five thou-: 
land Ilorfe was appointed to invade them by Land ; 
but it happened very luckily for Rome , that Pompey 
fail’d out before the Pyrates had Intelligence of a 
Defign againft them, fo that their Ships werefcat- 
tered all over the Mediterranean , like Bees gone out 
from a Hive, fume one Way, lome another, to 
bring Home their lading •, Pompey divided his Fleet 
into thirteen Squadrons, to whom he appointed 
their feveral Stations, fo that great Numbers of the 
Pyrates fell into their Hands, Ship by Ship, with¬ 
out any Lofs:, forty Days he pafs’d in fcouring the 
Mediterranean , fome of the Fleet cruizing along 
the Coaft of Africh , fome about the Iflands, and 
lome upon the Italian Coafts, fo that often thole 
Pyrates who were flying from one Squadron, fell 
in with another; however, fome of them efcaped, 
and thefe making dire&ly to Cilicia , and acquaint¬ 
ing their Confederates on Shore with what had 
happened, they appointed a Rendezvous of all the 
Ships that had efcaped at the Port of Coracefium in 
the fame Country. Pompey finding the Mediterranean 
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quite clear, appointed a meeting of all his Fleet at 
the Haven of Brundufum , and from thence failing 
round into the Adriatick, he went dire&ly to attack 
thefe Py rates in their Hives as foon as he came 
near Corectfium in Cilicia , where the Remainder of 
the Pyrates now lay, they had the Hardinefs to 
come and give him Battle, but the Genius of old 
Rome prevailed, and the Pyrates received an entire 
Overthrow, being all either taken or deftroy’d* but 
as they made many ftrong Fortrefles upon the Sea 
Coaft, and built Caftles, and ftrong Holds up the 
Country, about the Foot of Mount Taurus , he was 
obliged to befiege them with his Army, lome Pla¬ 
ces he took by Storm, others furrendered to his 
Mercy, to whom he gave their Lives, and at length 
he made an entire Conqueft. 

But it is probable, that had thefe Pyrates receiv’d 
fufficient Notice of the Roman Preparation againft 
them, fb as they might have had Time to draw 
their fcattered Strength into a Body, to have met 
Pontpey by Sea, the Advantage appear’d greatly on 
their Side, in Numbers of Shipping, and of Men } 
nor did they want Courage, as may be feen by their 
coming out of the Port of Coracefium , to give the 
Romans Battle, with a Force much inferior to 
their’s \ I fay, had they overthrown Pompey 1 it is 
likely they would have made greater Attempts, and 
Rome , which had conquer’d the whole World might 
have .been fubdued by a parcel of Pyrates. 

This is a Proof, how dangerous it is to Govern¬ 
ments to be negligent, and not take an early Care 
in fuppreffing thefe Sea Banditti, before they gather 
Strength. 

The Truth of this Maxim maybe better exem- 
plefied in the Hiftory of Barbara vfe, a Native of the 
Citty of Mityletie , in the Ifland of Lesbos , in the 
Egean Sea •, a Fellow of ordinary Birth, who being 
bred to the Sea, firft fet out from thence upon 
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the pyrating Account with only one fmall Vefle!,’ 
but by the Prizes he took, he gain’d immenfe Rich¬ 
es, fo that getting a great Number of large Ships, 
all the bold and diflolute Fellows of thofe Iflands, 
flock’d to him, and lifted in his Service, for the 
Hopes of Boo'-y ; fo that h : s Strength was increa- 
fed to a formidable Fleet: With thefe he perform’d 
fuch bold and adventurous Attions, that he became 
the Terror of the Seas. About this Time it hap¬ 
pened that Selim Eutemi King of Algiers , having re¬ 
fined to pay the accuftomed Tribute to the Spam - 
ards, was apprehenfive of an Invafion from thence; 
wherefore he treated with Barbaroufe 3 upon theFoot 
of an Ally, to come and afflft him, and deliver him 
from paying this Tribute; Barbaroufe readily came 
into it, and failing to Algiers with a great Fleet, 
he put part of his Men on Shore, and having laid a 
Plot to furprize the City, he effeflred it with great 
Suecefs, and murdered Selim in a Bath ; foon after 
which, he was himielf crowned King of Algiers ; 
after this, he made War upon Abdilabde King of 
Tunis , and overthrew him in Battle; he extended 
his Conquefts on all Sides, and thus from a Theif, 
became a mighty King, and tho’ he was at laft kill’d 
in Battle, yet he had fo well eftablifhed himfelf up¬ 
on that Throne, that, dying without Iffue, he left 
the Inheritance of the Kingdom to his Brother, 
anotlier Pyrate. 
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CHAP. I. 

O F 

Captain AVERY, 

And Others of his CttUh 

N ONE of thefe bold Adventurers were 
ever fo much talked of, for a while, 
as Avery ■ he made as great a Noife in the 
World as Meriveis does now, and was looked upon 
to be a Perlon of as great Confequence ; he w-is re- 
prelented in Europe , as one that had railed h’mlelf 
to the Dignity of a King, and was likely to be the 
Founder of a new Monarchy ; having, as it was faid, 
taken immenle Riches, and married the Great Mo¬ 
guls Daughter, who was taken in an Indian Ship, 
which fell into his Hands; and that he had by her 
many Children, living in great Royalty ai d State ; 
that he had built Forts, erefted Magazines, and 
was Mailer of a flout Squadron of Ships, man’d with 
able and delperate Fellows of all Nations; that 
he gave Commiflions out in his own Name, "o the 
Captains of his Ships, and to the Commanders of 
his Forts, and was acknowledg’d by them, as their 
Prince. A Play was writ upon him, call’d, the Sue- 
cefsful Tyrate ; and, »thefe Accounts ohm hr d fuch 
Belief, that leveral Schemes were offer’d to the 
Council, for fitting out a Squadron to takeh’m; 
while others were for offering h’m, and his Compa¬ 
nions, an Aft of Grace, and inviting them to Eng- 
Jqndy with all their Treafure, leaft his growing 

Greatnefs 
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Greatnefs might hinder the Trade of Europe, to the 
Eafl-lndies. 

Yet, all thele were no more than falle Rumours, 
improved by the Credulity of fome, and the Hu¬ 
mour of others who love to tell ftrange Things; for, 
while it was laid, hfc was alpiring at a Crown, he 
wanted a Shillings and at the fame Time it was 
given out he was in Poifefiion of fuch prodigious 
Wealth in Madagafcar, he was ftarving in England. 

No doubt, but the Reader will have a Curiofity 
of knowing what became of this Man, and what, 
were the true Grounds of lb many falfe Reports, 
concerning him ; therefore, 1 fhall in as brief a Man¬ 
ner, as I can, give his Hiftory. 

He was born in the Weft of England , near Ply* 
mouth, in Devonshire, being bred to the Sea, he 
lerved as a Mate of a Merchant-Man, in feveral 
trading Voyages:-It happen’d before the Peace of 
Ryfwick, when there was an Alliance, betwixt Spain , 
England, Holland, &c. againft France, that the French 
in Martinico, carried on a fmugling Trade, with the 
Spaniards on the Continent of Peru, which, by the 
Laws of Spain, is not allowed to Friends in Time 
of Peace, for none but native Spaniards are permit¬ 
ted to Trafltek in thole Parts, or let their Feet on 
fhore, unlefs they are brought as Prifoners of War ; 
wherefore they conftantly keep certain Ships cruif- 
ing along the Coaft, whom they call Guarda del 
Cofta, who have the Orders to make Prizes of 
all Ships they can light of within five Leagues of 
Shore. Now the French growing very bold in Trade, 
and the Spaniards being poorly provided with Ships, 
and thofe they had being of no Force, it often fell 
out that when they light of the French Smuglers, 
they were not ftrong enough to attack them, there¬ 
fore is was refolved in Spain, to hire two or three 
flout foreign Ships for their Service, which being 
known at Bristol, fome Merchants of that City, 

fitted 
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fitted out two Ships of thirty odd Guns, and 120 
Hands each, well furnilhed with Provifion and Am¬ 
munition, and all other Stores *, and the Hire being 
agreed for, by fome Agents for Spain, they were 
commanded to fail for Corruna or the Groine , there 
to receive their Orders, and to take on board fbme 
Spanish Gentlemen, who were to go PaiTengers to 
flevo-Spain. 

Of one of thefe Ships, which I take her to be 
called the Duke , Avery was firft Mate, and being a 
Fellow of more Cunning than Courage, he infinua- 
ted himlelf into the good Will of feveral of the 
boldeft Fellows on board the other Ship, as well 
as that which he was on board of \ hav>ng found¬ 
ed their Inclinations before he opened himlelf^ 
and finding them ripe for his Defign, he at length 
propofed to them, to run away with the Ship, 
telling them what great Wealth was to be had up¬ 
on the Coafts of India : It was no fooner faid than 
agreed to, and they agreed to execute their Plot 
at ten a Clock the Night following. 

It muft be obferv’d, the Captain was one of thofe 
who are mightily additted to Punch, fo that he 
pafled moft of his Time a fhore, in fome little 
drinking Ordinary •, but this Day, he did not go on 
fhore as ufual however, this did not fpoil the De¬ 
fign, for he took his ufual Dole on board, and fb 
got to Bed before the Hour appointed for the Bufi- 
nefs: The Men alfb who were not privy to the De¬ 
fign,,turned into their Hammocks, leaving noneupon 
Deck but the Confpirators, who indeed were the 
greateft Part of the Ships Crew. At the Time 
agreed on, the Dutchefs' s Long-Boat appear’d, which 
Avery hailing in the ufual Manner, was anfwered by 
the. Men in her, Is your drunken Boatfvoain onboard? 
Which was the Watch Word agreed between them, 
and Avery replying in the Affirmative, the Boat 

came 
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cnme aboard with fixteen flout Fellows, and joined 

the Company. 

When our Gentry faw that all was clear, they 
fecuredthe Hatches, fo went to Work-, they did 
not flip the Anchor, but weigh’d it leifurely, and 
fo put to Sea without any Diforder or Confufion, 
tho’ there were feveral Ships then lying in the Bay, 
and among them a Dutch Frigate of forty Guns, 
the Captain of which was offered a great Reward 
to go out after her bat Mlnheer , who perhaps 
would not have been willing to have been fervedfo 
himlelf, could not be prevail’d upon to give fuch 
Ufage to another, and fo let Mr. Avery purfue his 
Voyage, whither he had a Mind to. 

The Captain, who by this Time was waked, either 
by the Motion of the Ship, or the Noife of work¬ 
ing the Tackles, rung the Bell*, Avery and two 
others went into the Cabin % the Captain, half 
a fleep, and in a kind of Fright, ask’d, What was 
the Matter ? Avc?y anfwered cooly, Nothing y the 
Captain repked, Something s the Matter with the Ship y 
l)oes fhe drive ? U^hat Weather is it ? Thinking 
nothing lefs than that it had been a Storm, and. 
that the Ship*was driven from her, Anchors : No no 
anfivered Avery , we're at Sea , with a fair Wind and 
g^ood Weather . At Sea ! lays the Captain, How can 
that he ? Ccmc y lays Avery , don’t he in a Fright , hut put 
on your Cloaths , and I II let you into a Secret ^ 
You mufi know , that I am Captain of this Ship now y and 
this is my Cabin , therefore you mu ft walk out y I am 
bound to Madagafcar, with a Defign of making my 
own Fortune , and that of all the brave Fellows joined * 
with me. ** 

The Captain having a little recover’d his Senles,^ 
began to apprehend the meaning *, however, his 
Fright was as great -as before, which Avery per¬ 
ceiving, bad him fear nothing, for, fays he, if you 

havfc 
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have a Mind to make one of us, we’ll receive you, 
and if you’ll turn Sober, and mind your Bufinefs, 
perhaps in Time 1 may make you one of my Lieu¬ 
tenants, if not, here’s a Boat a Long-fide, and you 
fhall be let on Shore. 

The Captain was glad to hear this, and therefore 
accepted of his Offer, and the whole Crew being v 
called up, to know who was willing to go on Shore 
with the Captain, and who to feek their Fortunes with 
the reft ; there were not above five or fix who were 
willing to quit this Enterprize •, wherefore they were 
put into the Boat with the Captain that Minute, 
and made their Way to the Shore, as well as they 
could. 

They proceeded on their Voyage to Madagafcar, 
but I do not find they took any Ships in their Way • 
when they arriv’d at the N. E. Part of that llland, 
they found two Sloops at Anchor, who upon feeing 
them, flipt their Cables and run themlelves a Ihore, 
the Men all landing, and running into the Woods; 
thefe were two Sloops which the Men had run away 
with from the Weft-Indies , and feeing Avery , they 
fuppofed him to be fome Frigate lent to take them, 
and therefore not being of Force to engage him, 
they did what they could to lave themlelves. 

He guefs’d what they were, and lent fome of his 
Men on Ihore to let them know they were Friends, 
and to offer they might join together for their com¬ 
mon Safety ; the Sloop’s Men were well arm’d and 
had polled themlelves in a Wood, with Sentinels 
juft on the out fide, to obferve whether the Ship 
landed her Men to perfue them, and, theyobferv- 
ing only two or three Men to come towards them 
without Arms, did not oppofe them, but having 
challeng’d them, and they anfwering they were 
Friends, they lead them to their Body, where they 
delivered their Meffage ; at firft, they apprehend¬ 
ed it was a Stratagem to decoy them on Board, 
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but when the Ambaffadors offered that the Captain 
hirafelf, and as many of the Crew as they ihould 
name, would meet them on fhore without Arms, 
they' Believed them to be in Earneft, and they lb on 
entered into a Confidence with one another • thole 
on Board coming on Shore, and lome of thole on 
Shore going on Board. _ t 

The Sloops Men were rejoiced at the new Ally, 
for their Veffels were lo fmall, that they could not 
attack a Ship of any Force, fo that hitherto they 
had not taken any confiderable Prize, but now they 
hop’d to fly at high Game •, and Avery was as well 
pleafed at this Reinforcement, to ftrengthen them 
for any brave Enterprize, and tho’ the Booty muff 
be lelfen’d to each, by being divided into lo many 
Shares, yet he found out an Expedient not to fuffer 
by it himfelf, as fhall be fhewn in it’s Place. 

Having confulted what was to be done, they re- 
lolved to fail out together upon a Cruize, the Gal¬ 
ley and two Sloops ; they therefore fell to work 
to get the Sloops off, which they loon effected, and 
fleering towards the Arabian Coaft, near the River 
Indus , the Man at the Maft-Head fpied a Sail, upon 
which they gave Chace, and as they came nearer to 
her, they perceiv’d her to be a tall Ship, and fancied 
Ihe might be a Dutch Eafl-fndia Man, homeward 
bound; but fhe proved a better Prize; when they 
fired at her to bring too, fhe hoifted Moguls Colour?, 
and leemed to Hand upon her defence, Avery only 
canonaded at a Diftance, and lbme of his Men 
began to fufpett that he was not the Hero they 
took him for: However, the Sloops made Ule of 
their Time, and coming one on the Bow, and the 
other on the Quarter of the Ship, clapt her onBoarcL 
and enter’d her; upon which fhe immediately lbrucj 
her Colours and yielded; fhe was one of the Great 
Mogul's own Ships, and there were in her i'everal 
of the greateft Perfonsof his Court; among whom 



Of Captain Avert, 31 

it was (aid, one of his Daughters, who were going 
on a Pligrimage to Mecca \ the Mahometans think¬ 
ing themfelves obliged once in their Lives to vilit 
that Place \ and they were carrying with them 
rich Offerings to Prefent at the Shrine of Mahomet. 
It is known, that the Eaftern People travel with 
the utmoft Magnificence, fo that they had with 
them all their Slaves and Attendants, their rich 
Habits and Jewels, with Vellels of Gold and Silver, 
and great Sums of Money, to defray the Charges 
of their Journey by Land •, wherefore the Plunder 
got by this Prize, is not eafily computed. 

Having taken all the Treasure on board their 
own Ships, and plunder’d their Prize of every 
Thing elle, they either wanted or liked, they let 
her go (he not being able to continue her Voyage 
returned back: As foon as the News came to the 
Mogul, and he knew that they were English who 
had robbed them, he threatened loud, and talk’d 
of (ending a mighty Army, with Fire and Sword, 
to extirpate the Englijh from all their Settlements 
on the Indian Coaft. The Eaft-lndia Company in 
England , were very much alarm’d at it, however, 
by Degrees they found Means to pacify him, by 
promising to do their Endeavours to take the Rob¬ 
bers, and deliver them into his Hands $ however, 
the great Noife this Thing made in Europe, as well 
as India , was the Occafion of all thofe Roman- 
tick Stories which were form’d of Avery's Greatnefs. 

In the mean Time our fuccesfol Plunderers 
agreed to make the beft of their Way back to Ma¬ 
dagascar, intending to make that Place their Maga¬ 
zine, or Repofitory for all their Treafure, and to 
build a (mall Fortification there, and leave a few 
Hands always on Shore to look after it, and de¬ 
fend it from any Attempts of the Natives but 
Avery put an end to this Projeft, and made it alto¬ 
gether unniceflary. 
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As they were Steering their Courfe, as has been 
i , he tends a Boat on board of each of the Sloops, 
C ; !'.,g the Chief of them to come on Board of 
1 ; IT I y ill Order to hold a Council \ they did lo, 
and he told them he had fomething to propofe to 
then, for the common Good, which was to provide 
ag o. ft Acci ents- he b d them confider the Trea- 
fure they were podfefs'd o, would be fuificient for 
them all if they could fecure it in forae Place on 
Shore \ therefore all they had to fear, was fome 
Mb fortune in the Voyage} he bad them confider 
tii Confequences of being’feperated by bad Wea¬ 
ther, iii which Caft, the Sloops, if either of them 
fhould fall in with ar.y Ships of Force, muft be 
either taken or funk, and the Treafiire on board 
her loft to the reft, befides the common Accidents 
of the Sea^ as tor his Part he was fo ftrong, he 
was able to make his Party good with any Ship 
they were like to meet in thofe Seas \ that if he met 
with ar.y Ship of fuch Strength, that he could 
not take her, he was fafe from being taken, being 
1 o well Man’dj befides liis Ship was a quick Sailor, 
and could carry Sail, when the Sloop could not, 
wherefore, he propofed to them, to put the Trea¬ 
fiire on board his Ship, to feal up each Cheft with 
three Seals, whereof each was to keep one, and to 
appoint a Rendezvous, in Cafe of Seperation. 

Upon confidering this Propofal, it appeared fo 
reafonable to them, that they readily came into it, 
for they argued to theml'elves, that an Accident 
might happen to one of the Sloops and the other 
eicape, wherefore it was for the common Good., 
The Thing was done as agreed to, the Treafure 
put on Board of Avery , and the Chefts feal’d^ they 
kept Company that Day and the next, the Wea¬ 
ther being fair, in which Time Abery tamper’d 
with his Men, telling them they now had fufficiemt 
to make them all eafy, and what fhould hinder 

them 
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them from going to fome Country, where, they 
were not known, and living on Shore all the reft Of 
their Days in Plenty; they underftood what he 
meant: And infhort, they all agreed to bilk their 
new Allies, the Sloop’s Men, nor do I find that any 
of them felt any Qualms of Honour riling in his 
Stomach, to hinder them from contenting to this 
Piece of Treachery. In fine, they took Advantage 
of the Darknefs that Night, fleer’d another Courfe, 
and by Morning loft Sight of them. 

I leave the Reader to judge, what Swearing and 
Confiilion there was among the Sloop’s Men, in 
the Morning when they faw that Avery had given 
them die Slip •, for they knew by the Fairnefs of 
the Weather, and the Courfe they had agreed to 
fteer, that it muft have been done on purpofe : But 
we leave them at prelent to follow Mr. Avery. 

Avery , and his Men, having confulted what to do 
with themfelves, came to a Relblution, to make the 
beftoftheirWay towards America \ and none of them 
being known in thole Parts, they intended to divide 
the Trealiire, to change their Names, to go alhore, 
Ibme in one Place, fome in other, to purchale fome 
Settlements, and live at Eafo. The firft Land they 
made, was the Illand of Providence, then newly 
fettled; here they ftaid fome Time, and having 
conlidered that when they Ihould go to New-Eng- 
land, the Greatnefs of their Ship, would caufe much 
Enquiry about them \ and pollibly fome People 
from England , who had heard the Story of a Ship’s 
being run away with from the Groine , might liifc 
pett them to be the People •, They therefore took 
a Refolution of difpoling of their Ship at Providence'. 
upon which, Avery pretending that the Ship being 
fitted out upon the privateering Account, and hi¬ 
ving had no Suqcefs, he had' received Orders from 
the Owners, to difpofo of her to the beft Advan- 

C tage: 
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tage: He loon met with a Purchafef, and immedi¬ 
ately bought a Sloop. 

In this Sloop, he and his Companions embarq’d, 
they touch’d at fever al Parts of America, vvhereno 
Perfon fu [petted them ■, and fome of them went on 
Shore, and difperfed themfelves about the Country, 
having received fuch Dividends as Avery would give 
them •, for he concealed the greateft Part of the 
Diamonds from them, which in the firft Hurry of 
plundering the Ship, they did not much regard* 
as not knowing their Value. 

At length he came to Boflon , in New-England , and 
Teem’d to have a defire of fettling in thofe Parts, 
and fome of his Companions went on fhore there 
alfo, but he changed his Refolution, and propofijd 
to the few of his Companions who were left, to fail 
for Ireland, which they contented to: He found out 
that New-England was not a proper Place for him, 
becaute a great deal of his Wealth lay in Diamonds^ 
and fhould he have produced them there, he would 
have certainly been feiz’d on Sufpicion of Pyracy. j 

In their Voyage to Ireland, they avoided St* 
George's Channel, and failing North about, they put 
into one of the Northern Ports of that Kingdom^ 
there they difpofedof their Sloop, and coming on 
Shore they feperated themfelves, fome going to 
Corl, and fome to Dublin, and Avery never law any 
of them after. When he had remain’d fome Time 
in this Kingdom, he was afraid to offer his Dia¬ 
monds to fate, leaft an Enquiry into his Manner of 
coming by them fhould occafion a Difcovery ^ 
therefore confidering with himfelf what was beft 
to be done, he fancied there were fome Perfons at 
Brijlol, whom he might venture to truft-, upon 
-which, he refolved to pafs over into England he 
did fo, and going into Dcvonjhire , he lent to one of 
thefe Friends to meet him, at a Town called Biddi- 
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ford, when he had communicated himfelf to his 
Friend, and conlulted with him about the Means 
of his Effects, they agreed, that the iafeft Method 
would be, to put them in rhe Hands of fome Mer¬ 
chants, who being Men of Wealth and Credit in 
the World, no Enquiry would be made how they 
came by thein this Friend telling him he Was very 
intimate with fome who were very fit for the Pur- 
pole, and if he would but allow them a good Com- 
inilfion, would do the Bufinefs very faithfully. 
■Avery liked the Propofal, for he found no other 
Way of managing his Affairs, fince he could not 
Appear in them himfelf \ therefore his Friend go¬ 
ing back to Brifiol, and opening the Matter to the Mer¬ 
chants, they made Avery a Vifit at Biddiford , where 
after fome Proteftations of Honour and Integrity, 
he delivered them his Effects, confuting of Dia¬ 
monds, and fome Veffels of Gold; they gave him a 
little Money for his prefent Subfiftance, and lb' 
they parted, 

‘ He Changed his Name, and lived at Biddiford , 
without making any Figure, and therefore there 
Was no great Notice taken of him •, yet he let one 
or two of his Relations know where he was, who 
came to fee him. In fome Time his little Money 
was fpent, yet he heard nothing from his Mer¬ 
chants he writ to them often, and after much Im¬ 
portunity they fent him a imall Supply, but fcarce 
lu.ffieie'nt to pay his Debts: In fine the Supplies 
they lent him from Time to Time, were fo' final 1 ,- 
that they were not fufficient to give him Bread, 
nor could he get that little, without a great deal 
of Trouble and Importunity, wherefore being 
Weary of his Life, he went privately to Briftot, to 
fteak to the Merchants himfelf, where inftead of 
Money he met a frfoft fho'Cking Repulfe, for when 
he dcflred thervf tO come to' an Account with him 
they fitowtd him by threatfling to difcover Ivtrij 
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io that our Merchants, were as good Pyrates ^^and 

as he was at Sea. 

Whether he was frighten’d by thefe Menaces, 
or had leen fome Body elle he thought knew him, 
is not known j but he went immediately over to 
Ireland , and from thence follicited his Merchants, 
very hard for a Supply, but to no Pur pole, for he 
was even reduced to Beggary: In this Extremity 
he was refolv’d to return and caft himfelf upon 
them, let the Confequence be what it would. He 
put himfelf on Board a trading Velfel, and work’d 
his Paflage over to Plymouth , from whence he tra¬ 
velled on Foot to Biddiford , where he had been but 
a few Days before he fell lick and died } not being 
worth as much as would buy him a Coffin. 

Thus have I given, all that could be collected 
of any Certainty concerning this Man} rejetting 
the idle Stories, which were made of his fantaflick 
Greatnefs, by which it appears, that his Attions 
were more inconfiderable, than thole of other Py¬ 
rates, fince him, though he made more Noife in 
the World. 

Now, we fhall turn back and give our Readers 
fome Account of what became of the too Sloops. 

We took Notice, of the Rage and Confufion, 
which muft have feized them, upon their miffing 
of Avery } however, they continued their Courfo, 
fome of them hill flattering themfelves, that he 
had only outfail’d them in the Night, and fhafr 
they fhould find him at the Place of Rendezvous: 
But when they came there, and could hear no Ty- 
dingsof him, there was an end of Hope. It was 
Time to confider, what they fhould do withthem- 
ftlves, their flock of Sea Provifion was almoft fpent, 
and tho’ there was Rice, and Fifh, and Fowl, to 
be had afhore, yet thefe would not keep for Sea, 
without being properly cured with Salt, which 
'hey had no Conveniency of doing} therefore, 

fine# 
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fince they could not go a Cruizing any more, it 
was Time to think of eftabliftung themfelves at 
Land:, to which Purpole, they took all Things out 
of the Sloops, made Tents of the Sails, and encamp¬ 
ed themfelves, having a large Quantity of Ammu¬ 
nition, and abundance of fmall Arms. 

It muft be obferved, that the Natives of Madtgaf- 
cnr , are a kind of Negroes, they differ from thofe of 
Gitiney , in their Hair, which is long, and their 
Complexion is not fo good a Jet ^ they have innu¬ 
merable little Princes, among them, who are con¬ 
tinually making War, upon one another - 7 their Pri- 
loners are their Slaves, and they either fell them, 
or put them to Death, as they pleafe : When our 
Pyrates firft fettled amongft them, their Alliance 
was much courted by thefe Princes, lb they fome- 
times joined one, fometimes another, but wherefb- 
ever they lided, they were fure to be Victorious ; 
for the Negroes here, had no Fire Arms, nor did 
they understand their Uie \ fo that at length, thefe 
Pyrates became fo terrible to the Negroes, that if 
two or three of them, were only feen on one Side, 
when they were going to engage, the oppoiite Side 
would fly, without ftriking a Blow. 

By thefe Means, they not only became feared, 
but jwwerful all the Priloners of War, they took 
to be their Slaves, they married themoft beautiful of 
theNegroe Women, notone or two, but as many 
as t£ey likedi fo that every one of them had as 
great a Seraglio as the Grand Seignior at Confiami- 
nofle : Their Slaves they employed in planting Rice, 
in Filhing, Hunting, &c. befides which, they had 
abundance of others, who lived as it were, under 
their Protection, and to be fecure from the Diftur- 
bances or Attacks, from their powerful Neighbours^ 
thefe feemed to pay them a willing Homage.- Now 
they began to divide from one another, each living 
with his own Wives, Slaves, and Dependants, like 
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a fe L ai ate Prince j and as Power and Plenty natur 
r..iiv beret Contention, they fometimes quarrelled 
witiio. e another, and attack’d each other at the 
Heau of their feveral Arm : es \ and in thefe civil 
Wars, many of them were fill'd, but an Accident 
happened, which obliged them to Unite again, for 
their common Safety. 

It muft be obferv’d, that thele fudden great Men, 
had ufed their Power like Tyrants, for they grew 
wanton in Cruelty, and nothing was more com¬ 
mon, than upon the flighted Difplealure, to caufe 
one of their Dependants to be tied to a Tree, and 
foot thro’ the Heart, let the Crime be what it 
would, whether little or great, this was always 
the Punifhment j wherefore, the Negroes confpi- 
red together, to rid themfelves of thele Deftroyers, 
all in one Night and as they now liv’d feparate, 
the Thing might eafily have been done, had not a 
Woman, who had been Wife or Concubine to one 
of them, run near twenty Miles in three Hours, 
to difcover the Matter to them : Immediately upon 
the Alarm they ran together as fall as they could, 
fo that when the Negroes approached them, they 
found them all up in Arms ^ wherefore they retired 
without making any Attempt. 

This Efcape, made them very cautious from that 
Time, and it will be worth while, to defcribe the 
Policy or thefe Brutifh Fellows, and to fhew what 
Meafures they took to fecure themfelves. 

They found that the Fear of their Power could not 
lecure them againft a Surprize, and the braveft Man 
may be kill’d when he is afleep, by one much his infe- 
nor in Courage and Strength j therefore, as their firft 
Security, they did all they could to foment War 
betwixt the Neighbouring Negroes, remaining». 
Neuter themfelves-, by which means, thole 
who were overcome, conftantly fled to them fpr 
protection, otherwife they muft be either killed, 

or 



The History of the Pyrates. 39 

or made Slaves. They ftrengthen’d their Party, 
and tied fome to them by Intereft ; when there was 
no War, they contrived to fpirit up private Quar¬ 
rels amongft them ; and upon every little Dilpute 
or Mifunderftanding, pufh on one Side, or other, to 
Revenge ; inftruft them how to Attack or Surprize 
their Adverlaries, and lend them loaded Piftols, 
or Firelocks to difpatch them with ; the Confe- 
quence of which was, that the Murderer was forc’d 
to fly to them, for the fafety of his Life, with his 
Wives, Children, and Kindred. 

Such as thele were faft Friends, as their Lives de¬ 
pended upon the fafety of his Protestors-, for as we 
obferved before, our Pyrates were grown fo terri¬ 
ble, that none of their Neighbours had R.efolution 
enough to Attack them in an open War. 

By fuch Arts as thefe, in the Space of a few 
Years, their Body was greatly increafed, they then 
began to feparate themfelves, and remove at a 
greater Diftance from one another, for the Conve- 
nience^of more Ground, and were divided like Jews, 
into Tribes, each carrying with him, his Wives and 
Children, (of which, by this Time they had a large 
Family,) as alfb their Quota of Dependants and 
Followers; and if Power and Command, be the 
Thing which diftingulfli a Prince, thefe Ruffians 
had all the Marks of Royalty about them, nay more, 
they had the very Fears which commonly difturb 
Tyrants, as may be feen by the extream Caution 
they took in fortifying the Places where they 
dwelt. 

In this Plan of Fortification they imitated one 
another, their Dwellings were rather Citadels than 
Houfes; they made Choice of a Place overgrown 
withWood, and fcituate near a Water; they railed a 
Rampart, or high Ditch round it, fo ftrait and high, 
that it was impoffible to climb it; and efpecially 
by thofewho had not the Ufe of fcaleing Ladders: 

C 4 Over 
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Over this 'Ditch there was one PafTage into 
this Wood •, rhe Dwelling which was a Hut, was 
built in that Part of the Wood which the Prince, 
who inhabited it, thought fit, but fo covered, that 
it could not be feen till you came at it * but the 
greateft Cunning lay in the Paffage which lead to 
the Hut, which was fo nar row, that no more than one 
Perlbn could go a Bread, and contrived in fo intri¬ 
cate a Manner, that it was a perfect Maze or Laby¬ 
rinth, it being round, and round, with feveral lit¬ 
tle crofs Ways, lo that a Perlbn that was not well 
acquainted with the Way, might walk feveral 
Hours round, and crofs thele Ways without be¬ 
ing able to find the Hut •, moreover all along the 
Sides of thele narrow Paths, certain large Thorns, 
which grew upon a Tree, in that Country, were 
ftruck into the Ground with their Points upper- 
moft, and the Path it lelf, being made Crooked and 
Serpentine, if a Man Ihould Attempt to come near 
the Hut at Night, he would certainly have flruck 
upon thele Thorns, tho’ he had been provided with 
that Clue, which Ariadne , gave to The feus, when 
he entered the Cave of the Minataur. 

Thus Tyrant like they lived, fearing and fear’d by 
all j and in this Scituation they were found by 
Captain Woods Rogers , when he went to Madagafcar , 
in the Delicia, a Ship of 40 Guns •, with a Delign 
of buying Slaves, in order to fell to the Dutch at 
Batavia, or New-Holland : He happened to touch up¬ 
on a Part of the Illand, where no Ship had been 
feen for fevenor eight Years before, where he met 
with Ibme of thefe Pyrates, at which Time, they 
had been upon the Illand above 25 Years, having 
a large motly Generation of Children, and Grand 
Children descended from them, there being about 
that Time, eleven of them remaining alive. 

Upon their firft feeing a Ship of this Force and 
Burthen, they fufpetted it to be a Man of War, 

fent 



The History of the Ptr ates. 41 

feilt to take them *, they therefore lurked within 
their Faftneffes, but when fome from the Ship came 
on Shore, without any Ihew of Hoftility, and offer¬ 
ing to Trade with the Negroes, they ventured to 
come out of their Holes, attended like. Princes} 
and fince they actually are Kings De Fatto, which 
is a Kind of a Right, we ought to fpeak of them 
as fuch. 

Having been fo many Years upon this Ifland, 
k may be imagined, their Cloaths had long been 
worn out, fo that their Majefties were extreamly 
out at the Elbows ^ 1 cannot fay they were ragged, 
fince they had no Cloaths, they had nothing to 
cover them, but the Skins of Beafts, without any 
tanning, but with all the Hair on, nor a Shoe nor 
Stocking, fo that they looked like the Pictures of 
Hercules , in the Lion’s Skin } and being overgrown 
with Beard, and Hair upon their Bodies, they ap¬ 
peared the moft Savage Figures that a Man’s Ima¬ 
gination can frame. 

However, they loon got rigg’d, for they fold great 
Numbers of thofe poor People under them, for 
Cloaths, Knives, Saws, Powder and Ball, .and 
many other Things, and became fo familiar that 
they went on Board the Delicia, and were oblerved 
to be very curious, examining theinfideof the Ship, 
and very familiar with the Men, inviting them 
afhore. Their Defign in doing this, as they after¬ 
wards confeffed, was to try, if it was not practi¬ 
cable to furprize the Ship in the Night, which 
they judged very eafy, in Cafe there was but a 
flender Watch kept on Board, they having Boats, 
and Men enough at Command, but it feems. the 
Captain was aware of them, and kept fo ftrong a 
Watch upon Deck, that they found it was in vain to 
make any Attempt \ wherefore, when fome of the 
Men went afhore, they were for inveigling them, 
and drawing them into a Plot, for feizing the Cap¬ 
tain, 
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tain, and fecuring the reft of the Men. under 
Hatches, when they Ihould have the Night-Watch, 
promifing a Signal to come on Board to join themj 
propoftng, if they Succeeded, to go a Pyrating to¬ 
gether, not doubting, hut with that Ship, they 
fhould be able to take any Thing they met in the 
Sea: But the Captain obferving an Intimacy grow¬ 
ing betwixt them, and fome of his Men, thought 
it could be for no good- he therefore broke it off 
in Time, not fullering them lo much as to talk to¬ 
gether, and when he lent a Boat on Shore with an 
Officer to treat with them, about the Sale of Slaves, 
the Crew remain’d on Board the Boat, and no Man 
was Buffered to talk with them, but the Perlon de¬ 
puted by him, for that Purpofe. 

Before he failed away, and they found that no¬ 
thing was to be done, they confelfed all the Deligns, 
they had formed againft him. Thus he left them, 
as he found them, in a great deal of dirty State, 
and Royalty, but with fewer Subjects than they 
had, having as we obferved, fold many of them j 
and if Ambition be the darling Paffion of Men, no 
doubt they were happy. One of thefo great Prin¬ 
ces had formerly been a Waterman upon the 
Thames y where having committed a Murder, he 
fled to the Weft Indies , and was of the Number of 
thole who run away with the Sloops, the reft had 
been all foremaft Men, nor was there a Man amongft 
them, who could either read or write, and yet 
their Secretaries of State had no more Learning 
than themfelves . This is all the Account we can 
give of thefe Kings of Afadagafcdr, fome of whom 
it is probable are reigning to this Day, 


CHAP. 
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CHAR II. 

Of the Growth of the Pyrates in the Wefl> 
Indies, their Settlement in Providence, 
fmd the Arrival of Governor Rogers, 
at that Ijland. 

T H E Rife of the Pyrates fince the late War 
with France and Spain, or at leaft the En- 
creafe of them has been principally owing 
to the Spaniards, in the Weft-Indies \ who on Pretence 
of fgcuring their Trade, and preventing Interlo¬ 
pers, carry on a Kind of a War againft the English 
Merchants Ships, by their Guarda del Cofta , or Guard 
Ships ; and Complaint being made thereof, to the 
Spanijh Governors, the Merchants were never able 
to procure Satisfaction, for the Lofles at any Time 
fuftained by thefe Spanifl ) Pyrates ; which was Pro¬ 
vocation enough to them to Attempt fomething 
againft the Spaniards , by way of Reprifal ■, and a fair 
Opportunity offering it felf in the Year 1715, the 
Traders of the Weft-Indies , took Care not to flip it 
over, but made the beft Ufe of it their Circum¬ 
stances would permit them. 

It was about two_ Years before, that the Spanijb 
Qalleons or Plate Fleet, had been Caft away, iii 
the Gulf of Florida and fever a l Veffels from the 
Havana, were atWork,with diving Engines, to Fifh 
vp the Silver that was on board the Galleons. 

The Spaniards , had recovered fome Millions of 
jpeices of Eight, and had carried it all to the Ha¬ 
vana, 
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vana\ but they had at prefent about 350000 Peices 
of Eight in Silver, then upon the Spot, and were 
daily taking up more. In the mean time, two 
Ships, and three Sloops, fitted out from Jamaica, 
Barbadoes , G~t% and go away to the Gulph, and find 
the Spaniards there upon the Wreck ; the Money be¬ 
fore fpoken of, was left on Shore, depoiited in a 
Store-Houfe, under the Government of two Com* 
miflaries, and a Guard of about 60 Soldiers. / 

The Rovers came direttly upon the Place,, bring 
their little Fleet to an Anchor, and in a Word, 
landing 300 Men, they attack’d the Guard, who 
immediately run away; and thus they feized the 
Treafure, which they carried off, making the beft 
of their Way to Jamaica. 

In their Way, they unhappily met with a Spanijb 
Ship, bound from Porto Bello^ to the Havana , with 
a great many rich Goods, viz.. Bales of Cochineal, 
Casks of Indico, and 60000 Peices of Eight more, 
which, their Hands being in, they took, and having. 
rifled the Veflel let her go. 

They went away to Jamaica with their Booty, 
and were followed thither, that is in View of the 
Port, by the Spaniards , who having feen them thi-< 
ther, went back to the Governour of the Havana , 
with the Account of it, who immediately lent a 
Veflel to the Governour of Jamaica to complain of 
this Robberry, and to reclaim the Goods. 

As it was in full Peace, and contrary to all Juftice 
and Right, that this Faft was committed, they 
were foon made fenfible, that the Government at 
Jamaica would not fuffer them to go unpunilhed, 
much lefs protefk them. Therefore they faw a 
Neceflityor fhiftingfor themfelves-, lb to make bad 
worle, they went to Sea again, tho’ not without 
dilpofing their Cargo to good Advantage, and fur- 
niihing themfelves with Ammunition, Provifions„ 
0"c. and being thus made defperate, they turn’d 

Py rates. 
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* Pyrates, fobbing not the Spaniards only, but their 
own Countrymen, and any Nation, they could lay 
their Hands on. . 

It happened about this Time, that the Spaniards, 
with three or four fmall Men of War, fell upon our 
Logwood Cutters, in the Bay of Campeachy, and 
Bay of Honduras , and after they had made Prizes 
of the following Ships and Veflels, they gave the 
Men belonging to them, three Sloops to carry them 
home, but thefe Men being made deaerate by their 
Misfortunes, and meeting with the Pyrates, they 
took on with them, and fo encreas’d their Number. 

The L 1 ST of Ships and Feffels taken by the Spanilh Me* 
of War in the Tear 171 6. 

The Stafford, Captain Knocls, from Nexo-Engt&d, 

bound for London. 

Anne, - Gernifh, for ditto. 

Dove, '—- Grimfione, for Nexo-Englani. 

A Sloop, - Alders, for ditto. 

A Brigantine, —— Moffon , for ditto. 

A Brigantinej —* Turf eld, for ditto. 

A Brigantine, - Terns, for ditto. 

A Ship, _ _ Porter, for ditto. 

Indian Emperor y Wentworth, for New-England. 

A Ship, -—■ - &ch. Matter. 

Ditto, —— Bay. 

Ditto, -- Smith. 

Ditto, - Stvckum. 

Ditto, —x Satlely. 

A Sloop, - Richards, belonging to New- 

England. 

Two Sloops,-— -- belonging to Jamaica. 

One Sloop —— of Berbadoet. 

Two Ships ■■ ■ — -from Scotland. 

Two Ships «—— ——■; from fjpBand. 
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Tho’ thefe Pyrates conforted together, they were 
not under the Government of cine particular Head, 
as Admiral, but each Captain and Company were 
regulated by their o\Vn haivs, independently of the 
reft; nor were the Captains themfelves always 
obey’d, every thing ot Moment being carried by the 
Vote of the Company, the Captain having only a 
double Vote in all Elections; and all Prizes that 
were taken, were divided equally between the.h^en 
who took them, whether they were in one Ship or 
Veffel, or two, or three; the Captains receiving 
two Shares, and the Officers a Share and a half, and 
others a ihare and quarter, and a fingle fhare to 
each private Man • but, upon any notable Piece ot 
Service* the principal Pyrates would take upon 
them, to give away a quarter, or a half Share ot 
pne Man’s, whom they found remifs in their Duty, 
to another whom they efteem’d of more Worth 
and Merit. ' 

The Rovers being now pretty ftrong, they con- 
fulted together, about getting fome Place of Re¬ 
treat, where they might lodge their Wealth, clean 
and repair their Ships,- and make themfelves a kind 
of Abode. They were not long in refolving, but 
fixed upon the Ifland of Providence, the moft conli-* 
derable of the Bahama Iflands, lying in the Lati¬ 
tude of about 24 Degrees North, and to the Eaft-» 
ward of the Spanish Florida. A 

This Ifland, is about 28 Miles long, andeleven 
where broadeft, and has a Harbour big enough to' 
hold 500 Sail of Ships ^ before which lyes a fmaH 
Ifland, which makes two Inlets to the Harbour, at' 
either Way there is a Bar, over which no Ship of 
500 Tun can pafs. The Bahama Iflands were polv 
fefs’d by the Englijh till the Year 1700, when the' 
french and Spaniards from Petit-Gvavus, invaded them, 
took the Fort and Governour in the IflancLof Pr&-> 
vidence , plunderedanddeftroyedthe Settlements, &c, 

tarrik 
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carried off half the Blacks, and the reft of the 
People who fled to theWoods, retired afterwards to 
Carolina , fince which time they have been negleflred, 
hotwithftanding the great Advantage they are of in 
time of War; for the Spanish Plate Fleet are oblig¬ 
ed to pals very near them in their Voyages home¬ 
ward to the Havana , and confequently lay fair 
to be difturbed in their Palfage by Ships belong¬ 
ing to thefe Settlements. 

In March , 1705-5, the Houfe of Lords did in 
an Addrefs to her late Majefty fet forth , c That the 

* French and Spaniards had twice, during the Time of 
c the War, over run and plundered the Bahama 

* Mauds, that there was no Form of Government 

* there: That the Harbour of the Ifle of Providence, 

1 might be ealily put in a Pofture of Defence, and 
c t}iat it would be of dangerous Confequence, ihould 

* thofelflands fall into the Hands of the Enemy; 

* wherefore the Lords humbly befought her Ma- 
‘ jefty, to ufe fuch Methods, as fhe ihould th : nk 
‘ proper for taking the laid Ifland into her Hands, 

* in'Ofder to fecure the fame to the Crown of this 

* Kingdom, and to the Security, and Advantage 
¥ of the Trade thereof. 

But, however it happened, no means were ufed 
in Compliance to that Addnels, for fecuring the Baha¬ 
ma Iflands, till the Englijh Pyrates had made Pro- 
vidence their Retreat, and general Receptacle ; then 
’twas found abfolutely neceffary, in order to dis¬ 
lodge that troublefome Colony ; and Information 
being made by the Merchants to the Government, 
of the Mifchief they did, and were likely to do, 
his Majefty was pleafed to grant the following" 
Order in Council. 

Whitehall September 15, 1715. 

* /^lOmplaint having been made to his Majefty, 

* V-4 by great Number of Merchants, Matters of 

* Ships, and others, as well as by feveral Gover- 

‘ nors 

14 
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nors, of his Majefty’s Iflands and Plantations in the 
Weft-Indies, that the Pyrates are grown fo Nume¬ 
rous, that they infeft, not only the Seas near Ja¬ 
maica. , but even thofe of the Northern Continent 
of America and that, unlefs fome effectual Means 
be uled, the whole Trade from Great Britain to 
thefe Ports, will not be only obftrutted, but in 
eminent Danger of being loft : His Majefty has, 
upon mature Deliberation in Council, been plea- 
fed, in the firft Place, to Order a proper Force 
to be employ’d for the fupprefling the faid Py¬ 
rates, which Force fo to be employed, is as 
follows. 


* A Lift of his Majefty’s Ships and Veflels employ- 
4 ed, and to be employed, at the Britifts Go- 
‘ vernments and Plantations, in the Weft-Indies. 


Place where. 


Jamaica, 


Uarbadoes, 
Leeward Jjlands, 


Virginia , 


Re*w-Tork, 
Rew-Engl and, 


Rate, Ships, Guns 

f 5 Adventure, 40 Now there, 


i 


6 


5 

6 

6 

5 


6 


Diamond, 40 

Ludlow Cajlle, 40 
Swift Sloop, 6 


Winch elfe a, 

20 

Scarborough, 

JO 

Sea ford. 

20 

Tryal Sloop, 

6 

Lime, 

20 

Shereham, 

5 ° 

Pearl, 

40 

Phoenix, 

20 

Squirrel, 

20 

X°fi> 

20 


\ 


Sail'd from hence dill 
ther 5 th of laft Month, 
To carry the Governor, 
Now there. 

Surveying the Coaltol 
rhe Wdt-In 4 i£s, and 
then to returtt Home 5 
but, during per being 
at Jamaica, $9 td jois 
the others, fpr Secu* 
riry of theTrade, an 4 , 
intercepting Pyrates. 

Now there. 


Now there. 

Now there. 
Order'd Home. 


I 


Sail’d thither fro 1*. 
Home the 7th ®f laft^ 
Month.and is to crgUe* 
about the Capes. 


Now there. 


Order’d Home. 


* Theft 
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* Thole at Jamaica, Barbados, and the Leeward 
1 Iilands, are to join upon Occafion, for annoying 

* the Pyrates, and the fecurity of the Trade : And 

* thole at New-England, Virginia, and idew-York, are 
‘ to do the like. 

Befides thefe Frigots, two Men of War were or¬ 
dered to attend Captain Rogers , late Commander of 
the two Bristol Ships, called the Duke and Dutch e/s, 
that took the rich Acapulco Ship, and made a Tour 
round the Globe. This Gentleman received a Com- 
miiHon from his Majefty, to be Governor of the 
Ifland of Providence, and was veiled with Power 
to make Ufe of all poflible Methods for reducing 
the Pyrates and that nothing might be wanting, 
he carried with him, the King’s Proclamation of Par¬ 
don, to thofe who Ihould return to their Duty, 
by a certain Time •, the Proclamation is as follows 

By the KI N G, 

A PROCLAMATION, for fuppreffing of 
PYRATES. 

GEORGE R. 

W Hereas we have received Information , that feverai 
Perfns, Subjects of Great Brittain, have face 
the 24? Day of June, in the Year of our Lord, 1715, 
committed divers Pyracies and Robberies, upon the Hiqh- 
Seas, in the Weft-Indies, or adjoyning to our Plantations, 
which hath and may Occafion great Damage to the Mer¬ 
chants of Great Britain, and others trading into thofe 
Parts and the? voe have appointed fuch a Force, as we 
judge /efficient for fuppreffing the faid Pyracies, yet the 
more effectually to put an End to the fame, we have thought 
fit, by and with the Advice of our Privy Council, to Iffue 
this our Royal Proclamation and we do hereby promife, 
and declare, that in Cafe any of the faid Pyrates, fall 

D on, 
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on, or before, the 5 th of September, in the Tear of our 
Lord, 1718, furrender him, or themfelves, to one of our 
Trineipal Secretaries of State in Great Britain, orlreland^ 
or to any Governor, or Deputy Governor, of any of our 
Plantations beyond the Seas \ every fuch Pyrate, and Pyrates 
fo fu Y rendering him, or themfelves, as aforefaid,Jhall have 
our gracious Pardon, of, and for fuch, his, or their Pyratf, 
or Pyracies, by him, or them committed before the fifth of 
January next enfuing And we do hereby ftritfly charge 
and command, all our Admirals, Captains, and other Offi¬ 
cers at Sea, and all our Governors, and Commanders of 
any Forts, Caflles, or other Places in our Plantations, and 
all other our Officers Civil and Military, to felze and take 
fuch of the Pyrates, who jhall refufe, or negleEk to Surren* 
der themfelves accordingly. And we do hereby further de¬ 
clare, that in Cafe any P erf on, or Perfons , on or after the 
6 th Day of September, 1718, Jhall difeover, or feize , or 
caufe or procure to be difeover ed, orfeized, any one, or more of 
the faid Pyrates, fo refufng or neglefcling to furrender them • 
fives, as aforefaid, fo as they may be brought to Jufiice, 
and conviSled of the faid Offence, fash Perfon *or Perfons , 
fo making fuch Difcovery' or Seizure, or caufing, or procu¬ 
ring fuch Difcovery, or Seizure to be made , fhall have , and 
receive 5 as a Reward for the fame , viz. for every Dom- 
tnander of any private Ship orVeffel, the Sum of tool, for 
every Lieutenant, Mafier, Boatfwain, Carpenter, and 
'Gunner, the Sum of 40 /j for every inferior Officer, the 
Sum of 30 L and for every private Man, the Sum of 20 L 
And if any Per fon, or Perfons, belonging to, and being 
part of the Crew of any fuch Pyrate Ship, or Fejfel, Jhall on, 
or after. t he faid fixth Day of September, 1718, feizj 
and deliver, or caufe to bo feized or delivered, any Coni • 
mander, or Commanders, of fuch Pyrate Ship or refelyfa 
ns that he, or they, be brought to Jufiice , and convibled of 
the faid Ojfence, fuch Perfon or Perfons , as a Reward for 
the fame, jhall receive for every fuch Commander, the Sum 
of 20^ /. which faid Sums, the Lord Treafurer, or the 

Commit 
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Commijfioners of our Treafury for the Time being , Are here¬ 
by required , de fired to fay accordingly. 

Given at our Court, at Hampton Court , the 
fifth Day of September , 1717, in the 
fourth Year of our Reign; 

God fave the KING* 

In the Month of May or June, 1718, Captain 
Rogers arrived at the Place of his Government, iii 
his Majeffy’s Ship Me If or d, in the Company of ano¬ 
ther of his Majefiy’s Ships, I think the Mermaid , 
and found in Providence Harbour, about 25 Sail of 
Ships and Veffels, being feveral of the Pyrates, 
with their Prizes, the principal of which, were Vane t 
Hormgoldj and Burgefs 7 Major Bonnet , Major Penner , 
Captain Jennings , Captain Williams , and others were 
cruizing for Prey •, the particular Hiftories of whont 
we fhab give in their Order, after we have given 
fome little Account of the Affairs of this Place; 

In the entering of Providence , there happened to be 
fome fmall Milmanagement, by which the moft 
notorious Rover efoaped, which was in this Manner* 
I have before deferibed the Harbour to have two 
Inlets, by means of a lmall Ifland lying at the 
Mouth •, at each of which* one of the Men of War 
Ihould have failed in •, or ir they had thought there 
had not been Water enough one Way, for the 
Ship’s Draught, a Man of War might have block’d 
up one Paffage, while the other had entered, and 
brought all the Pyrates to the Terms they required* 
which was only to have accepted of his Majefty’s 
Mercy, purfuant to the Proclamation ^ but both the 
Men of War going in at the fame Channel, Vane^ 
as foon as he perceived thein, Slips his Cable, lets 
Fire to his Prize, and refoiutely Sails out at the 
other •, and notwithftanding Governor Rogers font 
a Boat with the Proclamation on Board of Pane, ho 
' D 1 obfti-c 
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obftinately refufed to accept of Grace, but fired 
feveral Guns at the Man of War, and got clear 
off, tho’ he reign’d not long afterwards, as I fliall 
fhew in its Place. All the reft furrendred to his 
Majefty’s Pardon, and had Certificates given them 
by the Governor, to the Number of between four 
and five hundred. 

As foori as Captain Rogers had fettled himfelf in 
his Government, he built a Fort for his Defence,'- 
and Garrifoned it with the People he found upon 
the Ifland, and the quondam Pyrates he formed 
into Companies, appointing Officers of thole whom 
he moft confided in, and then fet about to fettle a 
Trade with the Spaniards, in the Gulf of Mexico •, 
in one of which Voyages, Captain Burgefs above 
mentioned, died, and Captain h ornigold , another 
of the famous Pyrates, was Caftaway upon Rocks, 1 
a great Way from Land, and perifhed, but five 
of his Men got into a Canoe, and were lav’d. 

Captain Rogers, fent out a Sloop to get Provi- 
fions, and gave the Command to one John Augur, 
one of the Pyrates, who had accepted of the Aft 
of Grace-, in their Voyage they met with two 
Sloops, and John, and his Comrades, not yet for- 
geting the : rold Bufinefs, made Ufe of their former 
Freedom, and took out of them in Money and 
Goods, to the Value of about 500 1 . after this they 
fleer’d away for HJ'pamola, not being fatisfy’d whe¬ 
ther the Governor would admit them to carry on 
two Trades at once, and fo thought to have bidden 
Farewel to the Bahama Iflands^ but as ill Luck would 
have it, they met with a violent Turnado, wherein 
they loft their Maft, and were drove back to one of 
the uninhabited Bahama’s, and loft their Sloop ^ the 
”Men got all afliore, and lived up and down in the 
Woods* for a little Tims, till Governor Rogers 
happening to hear of their Expedition, and where 
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they had got to. Tent out an armed Sloop to the 
aforefaid lfland the Matter of which, with good 
Words, and fair Promiles, got them on Board, 
and brought them all to Providence, being eleven 
Perfons, ten of which were try'd at a Court of Ad¬ 
miralty, convi&ed and hanged, by the other’s Evi¬ 
dence, in the Sight of all their former Compa¬ 
nions, and fellow Thieve?. The Criminals, would 
fain have lpirited up the pardon’d Pyrates, to 
relcue them out of the Hands of the Officers of 
Juftice, telling them, from the Gallows, that, They 
never thought to have feen the Time , when ten fetch Men as 
they , Jhould be ty’d up, and hanged like Dogs, and 
four hundred of their feoorn Friends and Companions, cpiietly 
fan ding by to behold the Spectacle. One Humphrey Mor¬ 
tice urged the Matter farther than the reft, taxing 
them with Pufilanimity and Cowardice, as if it 
were a Breach of Duty in them not to Rife, and 
fave them from the ignominious Death they were 
going to fuffer. But, ’twas all in vain, they 
were now told, it was their Bufinefs to turn their 
Minds to another World, and fincerely to Repent of 
what Wickednels they had done in this. Yes, an- 
fwered one of them, 7 do heartily Repent *, 7 Repent 7 
had not done more Mifchief, and that we did not cut the 
Throats of them that took us, and I am extremely ferry 
that you an’t all bang'd, as well as we. So do I, (ays 
another. And I, lays a third ; and then they were 
all turned off, without making any other dying 
Speeches, except one Dennis Macarty, who told tire 
People, That feme Friends of his had often faid he Jhould 
die in his Shoes, but that he would make them Lyars, and 
fo kicked them off. And thus ended the Lives, 
with their Adventures, of thofe miferable Wretches, 
who may lerve as fad Examples of the little Effeft 
Mercy has upon Men once abandon’d to an evil 
Courfe of Life. I proceed now to the particular Hi- 
ftory of the reft, and others that took up the Trade 
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afterwards, and I doubt, lhall be obliged to pur. 
fue their Hiftories, as far as I have don* thefe juft 
mentioned, viz., to the Gallows, and there to take 
my leave of them. 



CHAP. III. 

O F 

Captain MARTEL, 

And his Crew. 

T HIS Pyrate was one of the firft who took 
up the Trade fince the Peace of 'Utrecht. It 
is to be obferved, that in War-Time, there 
are none at all, becaufe fb many arm’d Veflels being 
continually in Commiflion,andgoing outagainft their 
Enemies, it would render the Bufmefs too preca¬ 
rious, as well as hazardous •, and fince. in Time 
of War, any Veflel may obtain Commiflion from 
the Governors of lilands, and Provinces, to whom 
Application is .made, to attack, plunder, and de- 
ftroy, all Ships and Veflels, belonging to the Prince 
or Country they are in War with, none will 
be fb foolifh, as to prey at large on the Seas, efpeci- 
ally in Time of Danger, and run the Hazard of 
their Necks, when they 'may have a lawful Au¬ 
thority for doing the fame Thing, only with fome 
Reftri&ions. 

The 
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The Multitude of Men and Veffels, employ’d 
this,Way in Time of War, in the Weft-Indies, is ano¬ 
ther Realbn, for the Number of Pyrates in a Time 
of Peace: This cannot be fuppofed to be a Re¬ 
flection on any of our American Governments, much 
lefs on the King himlelf, by whole Authority fuch 
Commiffions are granted, becaufe of the Reafona- 
blenels, and ablolute Neceftity, there is for the 
doing of it •, yet the Oblervation is juft, for lo many 
idle People employing themlelves in Privateers, for 
the lake of Plunder and Riches, which they al¬ 
ways Ipend as fall as they get, that when the War 
is over, and, they can have no farther Bufmefs 
in the Way of Life they have been ufed to, they 
too readily engage in Afts of Pyracy, which being 
but the fame Pra&ice without Commilhon, they 
make very little DiftinCtion betwixt the Law- 
fulnefs of one, and the Unlawfulnefs of the 
other. 

I have not enquired lo far back, as to know the 
Original of this Rover, but I believe he and his 
Gang, were lome Privateer’s Men belonging to the 
Illand of Jamaica, in the preceeding War •, his Story 
is but fhort, for his Rekn was lo ■, an End ha¬ 
ving been put to his Adventures in good Time, 
when he was growing ftrong and formidable. We 
find him Commander of a Pyrate Sloop of eight 
Guns, and 80 Men, in the Month of September, 1715 
cruiling off Jamaica, Cuba , &c. about which Time 
he took the Berkley Galley, Captain Saunders , and 
plundered him of 1000 1 . in Money, and after¬ 
wards met with a Ship called the King Solomon, from 
whom he took lome Money, and Proviftons, be- 
iides Goods, to a good Value! 

They, proceeded to the Port of Cavcna, at the 
Ifland of Cuba, and in their Way took two Sloops, 
which they plundered, and let go-, and off the 
Port fell in with a fine Galley, with 10 Guns, 

D 4 called 



Of Cdpt din Martel* 

called the John and Martha, Captain Wilfon, which 
they attack’d under their pyratical Black-Flag, 
and made themfelves Matters of her. They put 
fome of the Men afhore, and others they detain d, 
as they had done feveral others, to encreafe their 
Company •, but Captain Martel , charged Captain 
Wilfon, to advife his Owners, that their Ship would 
anfwer his Purpofe exaftly, by taking one Deck 
down, and as for the Cargo, which confifted chiefly 
of Logwood and Sugar, he would take Care it 
ttiould be carry’d to a good Market.. 

Having fitted up the aforefaid Ship, as they^de- 
flgned, they mounted her with 22 Gun£, 100 Men, 
and left 25 Hands in the Sloop, and lb proceeded 
to Cruize off the Leeward lilands, where they met 
with but too much Succefs. Alter the taking of 
a Sloop and a Brigantine, they gave Chafe to a 
flout Ship, which they came up with, and at Sight 
of the Pyrate’s Flag, fee ftruck to the Robbers, 
being a Ship of 20 Guns, called the Dolphin , bound 
for Newfoundland \ Captain Martel made the Men 
Prifoners, and carry’d the Ship with him. 

The middle of December the Pyrates took ano¬ 
ther Galley in her Voyage home from Jamaica, called 
the Kent, Captain Lawton , and fluffed her Provi- 
flons aboard their own Ship, and let her go, which 
obliged her to Sail back to Jamaica for a Supply for 
her Voyage. After this they met with a fmall Ship 
and a Sloop, belonging to Barbadoes, out of both 
they took Provifions, and then parted with then*, 
having firft taken out fome of their Hands, who 
were willing to be forced to go along with them. 
The Greyhound Galley of London, Captain Evans , from 
Gainey, to Jamaica, was the next that had the Mis¬ 
fortune to fall in their Way, which they did not 
detain long, for as loon as they could get out all 
her Gold Duff, Elephant’s Teeth, and 40 Slaves,, 
they fent her onwards upon her Voyage, ' 

They 
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They concluded now, that ’twas high Time to 
get into Harbour and refit, as well as to get Re* 
frelhments themfelves, and wait an Opportunity 
to difpofe of their Cargo •, therefore ’twas refol- 
vedto make the beft of their Way to Santa Ctux y 
a fmall Ifland in the Lattitude of 18, 30, N. ten 
Mile long, and two broad, lying South Eaft of 
Torn Rico , belonging to the French Settlements. 
Here they thought they might lye privately enough 
for lome Time, and fit themlelves for further Mis¬ 
chief. They met with a Sloop by the Way, which 
they took along with them, and in the Beginning 
of the Year 1716-17, they arrived at their Port, 
having a Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop of eight, and 
three Prizes viz., another Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop 
of four Guns, and another Sloop laft taken-, with 
this little Fleet, they got into a fmall Harbour or 
Road, the N. W. Part of the Ifland, and warp’d 
up two Creeks, which were made by a little Ifland 
lying within the Bay} (I am the more particular 
now, becaule 1 Ihall take leave of the Gentlemen, 
at this Place.) They had here bare 1 6 Foot Water, 
at the deepeft, and but 13 or 14, at the fliallow- 
eft, and nothing but Rocks and Sands without, 
which fecured them from Wind and Sea, and 
likewife from any confiderable Force coming 
againft them. 

When they had all got in, the firft Thing they 
had to do, was to Guard themfelves in the beft 
Manner they could} they made a Battery of four 
Guns upon the Ifland, and another Battery of two 
Guns on the North Point of the Road, and warp’d 
one of the Sloops with eight Guns, at the Mouth 
of the Channel, to hinder any Veflels from coming 
in-, when this was done they went to Work on 
their Ship, unrigging, and unloading, in order to 
Clean, where I lhall leave them a while, till I 
bring other Company to ’em. 


In 
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In the Month of November , 1716, General Ha¬ 
milton, Commander in chief of all the Leeward Car - 
ribee JJlands , fent a Sloop Exprefs to Captain Hume , 
at Barbadoes, Commander of his Majefty’s Ship, 
Scarborough^ of 30 Guns, and 140 Men, to acquaint 
him, that two Pyrate Sloops of 12 Guns each, 
molefted the Colonies, having plundered feveral 
VelTels. The Scarborough had buryed twenty Men, 
and had near forty Sick, and therefore was but in 
ill State to go to Sea: However, Captain Hume 
left his Sick Men behind, and failed to the other 
Iflands, for a fupply of Men, taking 20 Soldiers 
from Ant ego a ■ at Nevis , he took 10, and 10 at 
St. Chriflopkers, and then failed to the Ifland of An¬ 
guilla, where he learned, that fometime before, 
two fuch Sloops had been at Spamjh-Tovon , otherwife, 
called, one of the Virgin Iflands: Accordingly, 
the next Day, the Scarborough came to Spanish Town, 
but could hear no News of the Sloops, only, that 
they had been there about Chrifimas , (it being then 
the 1 5 th of 'January .) 

Captain Hume , finding no Account could be had 
of thefe Pyrates, defigned to go back, the next 
Day, to Barbadoes but, it happened, that Night, that 
a Boat anchor’d there from Santa Crux , and infor¬ 
med him, that he faw a Pyrate Ship of 22 or 24 
Guns, with other VelTels, going in to the North 
•Weft Part of the Ifland aforefaid. The Scarborough 
weigh’d immediately, and the next Morning came 
in Sight of the Rovers, and their Prizes, and flood 
to them, but the Pilot refufed to venture in with 
the Ship all the while the Pyrates fir’d red hot 
Bullets from the Shore. At length, the Ship came 
to an Anchor, along Side the Reef, near the Chan¬ 
nel, and cannonaded for feveral Hours, both 
the VelTels and Batteries: About four in the Af¬ 
ternoon, the Sloop, that guarded the Channel was 
funk, by the Shot of the Man of War:, then ihe 

cano* 



Of Captain Martel . 59 

cannonaded the Pyrate Ship of 22 Guns, that lay 
behind thelfland. The next Night, viz. the t8th, 
it 'felling Calm, Captain Hume weigh’d, fearing he 
might fall on the Reef, ■and lb *ftood off and on for 
a Day or two, to block them up. On the 20th, 
in the Evening, they obferved the Man of War to 
Hand off to Sea, and took the Opportunity to 
warp out, in order to flip away from the Ifland - 
but at Twelve o’Clock they run a Ground, and 
{hen feeing the Scarborough about, Handing in again, 
as their Cafe was defperate, lb they were put into 
the utmoft Gonfufion they quitted their Ship, and 
fet her on Fire, with 20 Negroes in her, who 
were all burnt ; 19 of the Pyrates made their 
Efcape in a Imall Sloop, but the Captain and the 
reft, with 20 Negroes, betook to the -Woods, 
where ’twas probable they might ftarve, for ’twas 
never heard what became of ’em afterwards: Cap¬ 
tain Hume releafed the Prifoners, with the Ship and 
Sloop that remained, and then went after the two 
Pyrate Sloops, firft mentioned. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

O F 

Major STEVE BONNET, 
And his Cr E W. 

T H E Major was a Gentleman of good Re¬ 
putation in the Ifland of Barbadoes y was 
Mafter of a plentiful Fortune, and had 
the Advantage of a liberal Education. He had the 
leaft Temptation of any Man to follow fuch a 
Courfe of Life, for his Condition was fuperior to 
any Thing that could have been expected from 
the moft fortunate Adventures in the pyraticai 
Way : It was furprizing to every one, to hear of 
the Major’s Ente’rprize, in the Ifland where he 
Jived-, and as he was generally efteem’d and honour¬ 
ed, before he broke out into open Afts of Pyracy, 
fo he was afterwards rather pitty’d than condem¬ 
ned, by thole that had been acquainted with him, 
believing that his Humour of going a pyrating, 
proceeded from a Diforder in his Mind, which 
had been but too vifible in him, fome Time before 
this wicked Undertaking. Nor was the Major at 
all qualified for this Bufinefs, he not being ac¬ 
quainted with Sea Affairs, but had always lived at 
Land, in a peaceable and creditable manner, with a 
feemir.g Senfe of Virtue and Religion y infomuch, 
that any one would have thought him Proof againft - 

fuch 
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fuch an abominable Practice y if the Danger arid 
Hazard attending it, had not been fufficient to have 
created in him an Abhorrence of that Way of 
Living. 

However, Major Bonnet , fitted out a Sloop with 
ten Guns, and 70 Men, entirely at his own Ex¬ 
pence, and in the Night-Time failed from Barba- 
dots . He called his Sloop the Revenge \ his firft 
Cruize was off the Capes of Virginia, where he took 
ieveral Ships, and plundered them of Provifions, 
Cloaths, Money, Ammunition, &c. in particular 
the Ann, Capt Montgomery , from Glafcow , the Turbet, 
from Barbadoes, which for Country fake, after 
they had taken out the principal Part of the La¬ 
ding, the Pyrate Crew fet her on Fire •, the Endea¬ 
vour , Captain Scot, from Briftol, and the Young, from 
Leith. From thence they went to New-Yorb , and 
off the Eaft End of Long-Ijland , took a Sloop bound 
for the Weft-Indies , after which they flood in with 
the Sloop, and landed at Gardners lfland , but in a 
peaceable Manner, and bought Provifions for the 
Campany’s Ufe, which they paid for, and fo 
went off again without Moleiftation. 

Some Time after, which was in Auguft 1717, Bon¬ 
net and his Crew, came off the Bar of South-Car- 
rolina , and took a Sloop, and a Brigantine bound 
in - y the Sloop belonged to Barbadoes , Jofeph Palmer 
Matter, laden with Rum, Sugar, and Negroes*, 
and the Brigantine came from New-England, Ihomas 
Porter Matter, whom they plundered, and then 
difmifs’d \ but they failed away with the Sloop, 
and at an Inlet in North-Carolina careen’d by her, 
and then fet her on Fire. 

After the Sloop had cleaned, they put to Sea, 
but came to no Refolution what Courfe to take \ 
the Crew were divided in their Opinions, feme be¬ 
ing for one Thing, and feme another, fo that no¬ 
thing 
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thing butConfufion feem’d to attend all their Schemed 
The Captain found his Authority too weak to 
hiring them to Order, nor could he prevail in anjT 
fingle Infiance, for tho’ the Sloop was all his OWn, 
they began to fhew a Difrepeft, even to a Con¬ 
tempt of' all he faid or did. The Major was no 
Sailor, as was faid before, and therefore had been 
obliged to yield to many Things that were impo- 
pofed on him, during their Undertaking, for want 
of a competent Knowledge in maritime Affairs; tilt 
at length they thought fit to turn him out of the 
Command, which, by the by, was committing a' 
lort of Pyracy upon him, and fb for this Time 
the civil Difientiort was put an End to, by' ap- 
pointing one Edward Thatch Commander, (who for his 
remarkable black ugly Beard, waS more common¬ 
ly called Black-Beard :j This Fellow Was a good Sai¬ 
lor, but amoft cruel hardned Villain, bold'and da¬ 
ring to the laft Degree, and would not flick at* the 
perpetrating the moft abominable Wickednefs ima¬ 
ginable ^ and as he was made Chief of that exe¬ 
crable Gang, fo it might be faid that, his Pofi Wai 
not unduly filled, for Black-Beard was truly the Su¬ 
perior in Roguery, of all that Company, as Will be' 
found in it’s proper Place. ' irv ' 

Mr. Bonnet continued ftill with them, but iiihO 
Office aboard, neither did he concern himfelf 
much with their Affairs, not -being well pleaded, 
one mufl th'ink, at-the unkind Ufage he had re¬ 
ceived, much lefs could he fubmit to- a mean Raf 
kal, which he had fhip’d as a Fore-Maft-Man at 
Barbados. The Major now faw his Folly, but 
could not help himfelf, which made him Melan¬ 
choly ; he reflected upon his paft Courte of Life, ,, 
and was confounded with Shame, when he thought 
Upon what he had done : His Behaviour was tak-eh 
ISotice -of-by the other Pyrates, who liked him 

nevet 
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never the better for it-, and he often declared to 
fome of them, that he would gladly leave off that 
Way of Living, being fully tired of it; but he 
jhould be a Ihamed to lee the Face of any English¬ 
man again; therefore if he could get to Spain , or 
Portugal , where he might be undilcovered, he 
would fpend the Remainder of his Days in either 
of thole Countries, otherwife he muff continue in 
the lame Courle, as long as he lived. 

I muft drop the Major a-while, and purfue the 
Pyracies of this Crew as under Thatches Command, 
whole Name we lhall now mention inftead of 
Bonnet's ; for indeed he had not only the chief 
Rule, but the greateft Sway of any Pyrate Captain, 
yet known, over his Men; and was fo very Infolent, 
Barbarous, and Tyrannical, as gaveaihock to Na¬ 
ture ; as will be Ihewn, when I come to treat par¬ 
ticularly of the Hiftory of his Aftions, indepen- 
dantly of that of Major Bonnet's. 

Captain ’Thatch was pleafed to take a Cruize off 
the Leeward Iflands, in the Sloop he was Captain 
of, and prelently took a Sloop with Proviffons, 
which came very lealbnable to his Hands; in 
this Sloop they put on board 30 Men, having en- 
crealed their Company, by taking ’em out of every 
Ship they made Prize of; and one Richards having 
a Mind to be a Captain too, was appointed to 
Command her. So beating up to Windward lome 
Days afterwards, they met with a flout Ship, with 
upwards of 20 Guns, which they attack’d very 
boldly under their proper Colours, (viz..) a black 
Flag with a Death’s Head in the Middle, and, after 
a fmall difpute, carry’d her ; Ihe was a French Guiney- 
Man, bound to Marrtintco. This Ship was loon 
made fit for Pyrate Service, aboard of which Thatch 
mounted forty Guns, taking every Thing he 
thought Neceflary out of the Sloop Richards com¬ 
manded, and gave it the Frenchmen , to carry them 
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to the aforefaid Ifland, lb Thatch went into the 
great Ship, which was chriftned, The Queen Ann's 
Revenge. 

Some Days after this Change, the latter End of 
December., as Thatch was cruifing off the Iflalid, St. 
Vincent , they delcry’d at Maft-Head a Sail, and 
gave Chafe to it-, they found her a large Ship, and 
expetted lome warm Work, hut Ihe had the Misfor¬ 
tune, with little or no Refiftance, to fall a Prize 
into the Hands of thele Robbers -, who let all the 
Men alhore on the Illand aforelaid, plundered her 
of what they thought fit, and then fet Fire to her: 
This Ship was called the Great Allen , Chrijlopher Tay¬ 
lor Commander. 

In this Cruize, they took another Ship and a 
Sloop, which they plundered and let go, and after¬ 
wards fell in with the Scarborough of 30 Guns. The 
Man of War engaged The Queen Ann 5 Revenge for three 
or four Hours, but not being ftrong enough to do 
any notable Service againft the Pyrates, returned 
to Barbadoes , the Place of her Station, and Thatch 
fleered for the Coaft of the Spanijh-America , and 
cleaned. 

Major Bonnet continued ftill in the Ship but in 
no Command and after cleaning they proceeded 
to the Bay of Honduras at Turnijf, ten Leagues 
Ihort of the Bay, they came to an Anchor on the 
fourth of April., 1718, and took in frelh Water j the 
next Morning they law a Sloop coming in, where-, 
upon Richards llip’d his Cable in the Revenge , and 
went to meet her, who feeing his black Flag, im-' 
mediately flruck, and was brought to an Anchor*’, 
under the Stern of the Queen Ann's Revenge Ihe 
was called the Adventure , David Harriot Mafter, 
from Jamaica they took the Mafter out, and lent 
Pyrate Hands on Board the Prize, and put in one 
Hands to Command her. 


On 
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On the ninth Ditto, the Ship and Sloops weigh’d, 
and came to Honduras Bay, where lay four Sloops, 
and a Ship, three of the Sloops belonged to Jona- 
than Bernard , of Jamaica, and the other to Captain 
James •, the Ship was of Bofton , called the Proteftant 
Cafar , Captain Wyar Commander. Thatch hoifted 
his black Colours, and fired a Gun, upon which 
Captain Wyar , and all his Men left their Ship, 
and got afhore in their Boat: Thatch's Quarter- 
Mafter, and eight of his Crew, took PofTeffion of 
Wyar's Ship, and Richards fecured all the Sloops, 
one Of which they burnt out of fpight to the 
Owner •, and the Protefiant Cafar they alfo burnt, 
after they had Plunder’d her, becaufe fhe belong¬ 
ed to Bofton , where fome Men had been hanged for 
Pyracy ; and the three Sloops belonging to Bernard 
they let go. 

From hence the Rovers failed to Turkili , and 
then to the Grand CamaniA, an Ifland belonging to 
the Spaniards , lying about fixty Leagues to the 
Weftward of Jamaica , where they took a fmall 
Turtler, and fb to the Havana , and from thence 
to the Bahama Wrecks, and from the Bahama 
Wrecks, they failed to Carolina , taking a Brigantine 
and two Sloops in their Way, where they lay off 
the Bar of Charles-Town for five or fix Days. They 
took here a Ship as fire was coming out, bound for 
London , commanded by one Robert Clark , with fome 
Paffengers on Board going for England', the next 
Day they took another Veffel coming out of Charles- 
Town , and alfo two Pinks coming into Charles-Town\ 
likewife a Brigantine with 14 Negroes aboard; all 
which being done in the Face of "the Town, ftruck 
a great Terror to the whole Province of CarotinA , 
having juft before been vifited by Vane , another 
notorious Pyrate ; that they abandoned themfelves 
to Difpair, being in no Condition to refift their 
Force. There were eight Sail in the Harbour, 

E ready 



66 Of Major STEDE BONNET. 
ready for the Sea, but none dar’d to venture out, 
it being almoft impolfible to elca'pe their. Handsve 
The inward bound Veffels were under the fartie un¬ 
happy Dilemma, lo that the Trade of this Place' 
was totally interrupted: What made thefe Misfor¬ 
tunes heavier to them, was a long expenfivfc War,; 
the Colony had had with the Natives, which was but 
juft ended when thefe Robbers infefted them.. v-O 
Thatch , or fas they more commonly call’d him). 
Black-beard, detained all the Ships and Prifoners,’ 
and, being in want of Medicines, relolved to de-i 
mand a Cheft from the Government of the Pro¬ 
vince ■, accordingly Richards, the Captain of the Re¬ 
venge Sloop, with two or three more Pyrates were, 
lent up along with Mr. Marks , one of the Prifoners, 
whom they had taken in Clark's Ship, and very in- 
folently made their Demands, threatning', that if 
they did not fend immediately the Cheft of Medi¬ 
cines, and let the Pyrate’s Ambaffadors return, 
without offering any {Violence to their Perfbns^ 
they would murder all their Prifoners, and lend 
up their Heads to the Governor, and allb fet the 
Ships they had taken on Fire. 

Whilft Mr. Marks was making Application to the 
Council, Richards and the reft of the Pyratesjj’ 
walk’d the Streets, publickly, in the Sight of w 
People j and tho’ they were fired with the utmoft 
Indignation againft them, looking upon them as 
Robbers and Murtherers, and particularly the 
Authors of their Wrongs and Oppreffions, yet they 
durft not lb much as think of executing their Re¬ 
venge, for Fear of bringing more Calamities upon 
themfelves, and lb they were forced to let the 
Villains pals with Impunity. The Government 
were not long in deliberating upon the MelTage, 
tho’ ’twas the greateft Affrcnt that could have been 
put upon them ^ yet for the faving lo mapy Mens 
Lives, famong them, Mr. Samuel Wragg, one of 

a* the 
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the Council j ) they coihply’d with the Neceflity, 
find fefrtt aboard a Cheft, valued at between 3 and 
406 1 . fend the Pyrates went back fafe to their 
Ships;' • 

Blackboard, ds foon .as’he had received the Medi¬ 
cine?, afid his Brother 'Rogues, let go the Ships 
andthe Prifoners ^having iirft taken out of them 
in Gold and SilVef,.aboutfi 500 1 . Sterling, befides 
Provifionp and other Matters!. 

From the Bar of Charles-Town, they fail’d to North - 
Carolina t, Captain 1 Thatch# in. the Ship, which they 
cairdthe Man of War, Captain Richards and Cap¬ 
tain Hands in the. Sloops, which they termed Pri¬ 
vateer^,-and another Slpop ferving them as a Tender. 
Thatch began now to think of breaking up the 
Company^ and lecuring the Moneys and the belt 
of the vEffe&s for himfelf, and fome other of his 
Companions he had nibft 'A ffeftion for, and to 
cheat'the reft : Accordingly, on Pretence of run¬ 
ning into Toff ail Inlet to clean, he grounded his 
Ship} fend; then, fes if it had been done unde- 
fignedly, and by Accident; he Orders Hands' s 
Sloop to eoftieto his Aififtance, and get him off 
again, -which he endeavouring to do, ran the Sloop 
on Shore near the other, and fo were both loft. 
This done. Thatch goes into the Tender Sloop, 
with forty Hinds i and leaves the Revejige there} 
which Jhnitet reaffumed the Command of, and 
goes away to Bath-Tcntn in North-Carolind, furren* 
dersto the King’s Pardon, ^and receives a Certifi¬ 
cate. The War was now broke out between the 
TrippU Allies and Spain ■, fo Major Bonnet , gets a 
Clearance for his Sloop at North-Carolina, to 
go to the Ifland of St. Thomas , with a Defign (at 
leaft it was pretended fo) to get the Emperor’s 
Commiffion, to go a Privateering upon the Spa- 
ards. When Bonnet came back to Topfail Inler, he found 
that Thatch and his Gang were gone, and that they 
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had. taken all the Money, fmall Anns, and Effe&s 
of Value out of the great Ship, and let 
aihore on a fmall Sandy Iiland above a League 
from the Main, 17 Men, no doubt with a Defign. 
they fhould perifh, there being no Inhabitant, or 
Provifions to fubfift withal, nor any Boat or Mate¬ 
rials, to build, or make any r kind of Launch or 
Veflel, to Efcape from that defolate Place : <They 
remained there two Nights, and one Day, without 
Subfiftance, or theleaft Profpeft of any, expecting 
nothing elle but a lingering Deaths when to their 
inexpreflible Comfort, they law Redemption at 
Hand, for Major. Bonnet happening to get Intelli¬ 
gence of their being there, by two of the Py* 
rates who had efoap’d Thatch’s Cruelty and had 
got to*a poor little Village at the upper t End 
of the Harbour, font his Boat to make Difopvery 
of the Truth of the Matter, which .thfir poUf 
Wretches feeing, made a fignal to them, and fo they 
were all brought on Board Bonnet’s Sloop, c, • 

Major Bonnet told tall his Company, that he 
would take a Commiffion to go againft the Spani¬ 
ard t,' and to that End, r was going to St. Thomas’s , 
therefore if they would go with him, they fhould 
be welcome* whereupon they all contented, but 
as the Sloop was preparing to Sail, a Bom-Boat^ 
that brought Apples andSider to fell to the Sloops 
Men, inform’d them, that Captain Thatch lay at Ot- 
ricock Inlet, with only iB or 20 Hands.. Bonnet , 
who bore him a mortal Hatred for all the Infults 
he fuffered from him, went immediately in purfoit 
of him, but it happened too late, for he miffed of 
him there, and after four Days Cruize, hearing no 
farther News of him, they fteer’d their Coarfe to¬ 
wards Virginia. 

In the Month of July, thefe Adventurers came 
off the Capes, and meeting, with a Pink with a Stock 
of Pravifions. on Board, which they happepfd. to 

be 
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be in Want of, they took out of her ten or twelve 
Barrels of Pork, and about 400 Weight of Bread ; 
but becaufe they would not have this fee 
down to the Account of Pyracy, they gave them 
eight or ten Casks of Rice, and an old Cable in 
iieu thereof. 

Two Days afterwards, they chafed a Sloop of 
fixty Tun, and took her two Leagues off of Cape 
Henry j they were fo Happy here, as to get a Supply 
of Liquor to their Victuals, for they brought from 
her two Hogfheads of Rum, and as many of Mo- 
lolfes, which it teems they had need of, tho’ they 
had not ready Money to pur chafe them : What Se¬ 
curity they intended to give, I can’t tell, but Bonnet 
lent eight Men to take Care of the Prize Sloop, 
who perhaps, not liking to make Ufe of thole ac- 
cuftom’d Freedoms, took the firft Opportunity 
to go off with her, and Bonnet , (who was pleal'ed 
to have himfelf called Captain Thomasj) faw them 
no more. 

After this, the Major threw off all Reftraint, 
and tho’ he had juft before received his Majefty’s 
Mercyj in the Name of Stede Bonnet , he relaps’d in 
good Earneft into his old Vocation, by the Name 
of Captain Thomas , and recommenced a down right 
Pyrate, by taking and plundering all the Veffels he 
met with : He allb took off Cape Henry, two Ships 
from Virginia bound to Glafcow , out of which they 
took very little befides 100 Weight of Tobacco, 
and let them proceed on their Voyage. The next 
Day they took a fmall Sloop bound from Virginia , 
to Bermudas , and took away from her 20 Barrels of 
Pork, fome Bacon, and gave him again two Bar¬ 
rels of Rice, and a Hogfhead of MoloiTus out of 
this Sloop two Men enter’d Voluntarily. The next 
they took was another Virginia Man, bound to Glaf- 
cow, out of which they had nothing of Value, 
lave only a.few Combs, Pins, and Needles, and 
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gave her inftead thereof, a Barrel of Pori* and two 
Barrels pf Bread.' ... 

From Virginia, they failed to Philadelfkm, and 
in the Latitude of 38 ^orth, they took aficooner, 
corping from North-Carotin(t, bound to Boftony they 
had out of her only two Dozen of Calf-Skins, to 
make Covers fpf Guns, and two of their Hands, 
and detain’d her fome Days. All this was , hut unall 
Game, and leem’d as if they defign'd only to make 
Provifion for their Sloop againft they arrived at 
St. Thomas' s •, for they hitherto had dealt fa¬ 
vourably with all that were fo unhappy as to fall 
into their Hands ; but thole that came after, fac’d 
not lo well, for in the Latitude of 39, off of Dei 
lavra ’c River, near Philadelphia, they took two Snowt^ 
bound to Bri/lol , out of whom they got lome Mo¬ 
ney, belides Goods, perhaps to the Value of 150 
Pounds , at the fame Time they took a Sloop of 
fixty Tuns bound from Philadelphia to i Barbadotn 
which, after taking lome goods out of her, they dil* 
mils’d along with the Snows. A - 

The 29th Day of July , Captain Thomas took a 
Sloop of 50 Tuns, fix or leven Leagues off Dela¬ 
ware Bay, bound from Philadelphia to Barhadoes, Tho* 
mas Bead Matter, loaden with Provifioris, which 
they kept, and put four or five of their Hands on 
Board her. The laft Day of July, they took ano¬ 
ther Sloop of 60 Tuns, commanded by Peter Man*, 
waring , bound from Antegoa , to Philadelphia , which 
they likewile kept with all the Cargo, confitting 
chiefly of Rum, Moloffes, Sugar, Cotton, Indigo, 
and about 25 Pound in Money* valued in all to 
500 Pound. 

The laft Day of July, our Rovers with the Veflels 
laft taken, left Delaware Bay, and fail’d to Cape 
Fear River, where they ftaid too long for their 
Safety, for the Pyrate Sloop which they now new 
nam’d the Royal James, proved very le ak y, fo that 

they 
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they were obliged to remain here almoft two 
Months, to refit and repair their Vefiel: They 
fook in this River a fmall Shallop, which they rip¬ 
ped up to n\end the Sloop, and retarded the fur¬ 
ther Profecution of their Voyage, as before menti¬ 
on’d, till the News came to Carolina, of a Pyrate 
Sloop’s being there to Carreen with her Prizes. 

Upon this Information, the Council of South-Care - 
Una was alarmed, and apprehended they fhould 
receive another Vifit from them lpeedily • to pre¬ 
vent which Colonel WiHiam Met, of the fame Pro¬ 
vince, waited on the Governor, and generoully of¬ 
fered himfelf to go with two. Sloops to Attack 
this Pyrate , which the Governor readily accepted 
of, and accordingly gave the Colonel a Commif- 
fxon, and full Power, to fit fuch Veffels as he 
thought proper for the Defign. 

* In a few Days two Sloops were equipp’d and 
mann’dThe Henry with 8 Guns, and 70 Men, com¬ 
manded by Captain John Mafters , and the Sea 
Nymph , with eight Guns, and 60 Men, commanded 
by Captain Faster Halt, both under the entire Di¬ 
rection and Command of the afbrefaid Colonel 
Ehet, who, on the 14th of September , went on Board 
the Henry , and, with the other Sloop, fail’d from 
Charles-Town to Smllivant’s I (land, to put them- 
felves m order for the Cruize. Juft then arri¬ 
ved a fmall Ship from Antigoa , one Cock, Matter, 
with an Account, that in Sight of the Bar, he was 
taken and Plundered, by one Charles Fane , a Pyrate, 
in ajBrigantine of 12 Guns and 90 Men^ and 
who had alfo taken two other Velfels bound in 
there, one a fmall Sloop, Captain Dill Mafter, from 
Barbadoes ■, the other a Brigantine, Captain Thomp- 
fon Mafter, from Guinea , with ninety odd Negroes, 
which they took out of the Vefiel, and put on 
Board another Sloop then under the Command of 
one Teats his Confort, with 15 Men. This prov’d 

E 4 for- 



7 2 Of Major Stede Bonn Ex: 
fortunate to the Owners of the Guiney-M<m, .'for 
Yeats having often attempted to quiet this. Courfe 
of Life, took an Opportunity in the Night, to 
leave Vane, and to run into North-Edifto River, to 
the Southward of Charles-Town, and furrendered to 
his Majefty’s Pardon. The Owners got their Ne¬ 
groes, and Teats and his Men had Certificates 
given them from the Government. 

Vane cruifed fome Time off the Bar, in hopes to 
catch Teats, and unfortunately for them, took two 
Ships coming out, bound to London, and ’ while 
the Prifoners were aboard, fome of the Pyrates 
gave out, that they defigned to go into one of the 
Rivers, f 'to the Southward. Colonel Rhct, upon 
hearing this, fail’d over the Bar the t 5th of Sep¬ 
tember, with the two Sloops before mentioned ■, and 
having the Wind Northerly, went after the gy¬ 
rate Vane, and Icoured the Rivers and Inlets to the 
Southward; but not meeting with him, tack’d; 
and flood for Cape Fear River, in Profecution of 
his firft Defign. On the 26th following, in the 
Evening, the Colonel with his fmall Squadron; 
entered the River, and law, over a Point of Land, 
three Sloops at Anchor, which were Major Bonnet 
and his Prizes; but it happened that in going up 
the River, the Pilot run both the Sloops a ground, 
and it was dark before they were on Float, which 
hinder’d their getting up that Night. The Pyrates 
foon difcovered the Sloops, but not knowing who 
they were, or upon what Defign they came into 
that River, they manned three Canoes, and fent 
them down to take them, but they quickly found 
their Miftake, and return’d to the Sloop, with the 
unwelcome News. Major Bonnet made Preparations 
that Night for engaging, and took all the Men out 
of the Prizes. He Ihewed Captain BTanvoaring, one 
of his Prilbners, a Letter, he had juft wrote, 
•which he declared he would fend to the Governor 

of 
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of Carolina-, the Letter was'to this effefl, viz.. That if 
the Stoops, which then appeared, were fent out againjl 
him, ty the [aid-Governor, and he fhould get clear off • 
that he would hum and dejhoy all Ships orVeffele, going 
in, or coming out, of South-Carolina. The next Morn¬ 
ing they got under Sail, and came down the River, 
deligning only a running Fight. Colonel RhetH 
Sloops got likewife under Sail, and Hood for him, 
getting upon each Quarter of the Pyrate, with In¬ 
tent to board him •, which he perceiving, edg’d in 
towards the Shore, and being warmly engaged, 
their Sloop ran a-ground: The Carolina Sloops 
being in the fame fhoal Water, were in the fame 
Circumftances *, the Henry in which Colonel Rhet was, 
grounded within Piftol fhot of the Pyrate, and on 
his Bow •, the other Sloop grounded right a-head of 
him, and almoft out of Gun-Shot, which made 
her of little Service to the Colonel, while they 
lay aground. 

At this Time the Pyrate had a confiderable Ad¬ 
vantage • for’their Sloop,after fhe was a-ground, lift¬ 
ed from Colonel Rhet’s, by which Means they 
were all cover’d, and the Colonel’s Sloop lifting 
the fame Way, his Men were much expofed^ not- 
withftanding which, they kept a brisk Fire the 
whole Time they lay thus aground, which was 
near five Hours. The Pyrates made a Wiff in their 
bloody Flag ? and beckon’d feveral Times with their 
Hats, in Derifion to the Colonel’s Men, to come 
on board, which they anfwered with chearful Huz¬ 
za’s, and faid, that they would /peak with them, by and 
by, which accordingly happened, for the Colonel’s 
Sloop being firft a-Float, he got into deeper 
Water, and after mending the Sloop’s Rigging, 
which was much fhatter’d in the Engagement, 
they flood for the Pyrate, to give the finifhing 
Stroke, and defighed to go directly on Board him; 
which he prevented, by lending a Flag of Truce, 
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and after fome Time capitulating, they, fur rendrdd 
themfelves Priloner s. The Colonel took Polfejfiob 
of the Sloop, and was extreamly pleafe&to find 
that Captain Thomas, who commanded her, was the 
individual Perfon of Major Stede. Bonnet, who had 
done them the Honour feveral Times to^vilit theif 
own Coaft of Carolina. 

There were kill’d in this Action, on Board the 
Henry , ten Men, and fourteen wounded ; on Board 
the Sea Nymph, two killed, and fourwpunded. The 
Officers and Sailors in both Sloops, behaved them* 
lelves with the greateft Bravery ; and had not 
the Sloops fo unluckily run a-ground, they had 
taken the Py rate with much lels : lofs pf Men ; but' 
ashe defign’dto get by them, and Jo make a run¬ 
ning Fight, the Carolina Sloops were obliged to 
to keep near him, to prevent his getting away* 
Of the Pyrates there were (even kill’d, and five 
wounded, two of which died loon after of theif 
Wounds. Colonel Rhet weigh’d the 3[Oth of Sep¬ 
tember, from Cape Fear River, and arrived at Charles* 
Town, the 3d of Oclober, to the great joy of the 
whole Province of Carolina. 

Bonnet , and his Crew, two Days after, were put a- 
Jhore, and there not being a publick Prifon, the 
Pyrates were kept, at the Watch-Houfe, under 
a Guard of Militia; but Major Bonnet was com¬ 
mitted into the Cuftody of the Marihal, at his 
Houfe ■, and in a few Days after, David .Harlot the 
Maher, and Ignatius- Pell , the Boatfwain, who were 
delign’d for Evidences againft, the other Pyrates; 
were removed from the reft of the Crew, to the 
laid Marfhal’s Houfe, and every Night two Cerw 
finels let about the faid Houfe •, but whether thro* 
any Corruption, or want of Care in guarding the 
Prifoners, I can’t lay *, but on the 24th of October, 
the Major and Hanot : made their elcape, the Boat- 
fwa-in refufing to go along with them. This made 
h.i “ a great ? 
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a great Noife in the Province, and People were 
Open in their Refentraents, often resetting on the 
Conernor, and others in the Magiftracy, as tho’ 
they had been brib’d, for conniving at their 
Eflape. - Thefe Invectives arofe from their Fears, 
that Bonnet would be capable of raifing another 
Company, and prolecute his Revenge againft this 
Country, for ; what he had lately, tho juftly, fuf. 
fered: But they were in a fhort Time made eafy 
in thole Refpefts, for as loon as the Governor 
had the Account of Bonnet's Efcape, he immedia¬ 
tely ilfued out a Proclamation, and promifed a 
Reward of 700 Pounds to any that would take him, 
and lent feveral Boats with armed Men, both 
to the Northward and Southward, in purfuit 
of him. 

Bivnet flood to the Northward, in a fmall VefleJ, 
but wanting Neceffaries, and the Weather being 
badj he wasjfbrced back, and lo return’d with his Car 
noe, to Swillivants Illand, near Cbarles-Torvn, to fetch 
Supplies \ but there being lome Information lent 
to the Governor, 'he lent for Colonel Rhet, and 
deiired him to go in purluit of Bonnet ; and ac¬ 
cordingly gave him a Commiilion for that Pur- 
pole: Wherefore the Colonel, with proper Craft, 
and fome Men went away that Night for Swil- 
livant's Illand, and after a very diligent Search 
difcovered Bonnet and Harlot together ; the 
Colonel’s Men fired upon them, and killed 
Jinriot upon .the Spot, and wounded one Negro , 
and an Indian. Bonnet fubmitted, and furren- 
dred himfelf •, and the next Morning, being No¬ 
vember the 6th, was brought, by Colonel Rhet, to 
Charles-Town , and by the Governor’s Warrant was 
committed into fafe Cuftody, in order for his be¬ 
ing brought to his Try al. 

On the 28th of Qttober, 171* a Court of Vice- 
Acjmiralty was held at Charles-Town, in South-Caro - 

lina. 
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Una, and by fever a 1 Adjournments, continued to 
wJnefday , the nth of November following, for 
the Tryal of the Pyrates, taken m a S 1 oqj> former¬ 
ly called the Revenge, but afterwards, the Royd James j 
before Nicholas Trot Efquire, Judge of the Vice- 
Admiralty, and Cheif juftice of the faid Province, 
of South-Carolina , and other Affiftant Judges. 

The King’s CommiJlion to Judge Trot , was read, 
and a Grand Jury fworn, for the finding of the 
feveral Bills, and a learned Charge given to them 
by the faid Judge, wherein he ift Shewed, That 
the Sea was given by God , for the ZJfe of Men , and is 
SubjeSl to Dominion and Property as tvell as the Land* 

. 2dly He particularly remark’d to them, the So¬ 
vereignity of the King of England over the Britifii 
Seas . 

, ’ gdly. He oblerved, that as Commerce and Navi¬ 
gation could not be carried on without Laws j fo there have 
been always particular Laws , for the better ordering and 
regulating marine Affairs $ with an hiftorical Account 
of thole Laws, and Origine. 

4thly. He proceedeth to fhew, that there have been 
particular Courts and Judges appointed } to whofe Juridi - 
Elion maritime Caufes do belong , and that in Matters 
both Civil and Criminal . 

And then 5thly. He particularly fhewed them, 
the Conftitution and JuryUStion of that Court of Admi¬ 
ralty Sejfions . ^ 

And Jaftly, the Crimes cognizable therein and par¬ 
ticularly enlarged upon the Crime of Pyracy , which 
was then brought before them. 

The Indi&ments being found, a petit Jury were 
fworn, and the following Perfons arraigned, and 
tryed. 

Stede. Bonnet , alias Edwards , alias Thomas , late of 
Barbadoesj Mariner. 

Robert Tucker , lafe of the Ifland of Jamaica , Ma¬ 
riner. 


Edward 
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Edward Robinfon, late of New-Cafile upon Tine, Ma¬ 
riner. 

Neal Pater forty late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Scofy late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Eddy, alias Neddy, late of Aberdeen, Ma¬ 
riner. 

Alexander Annand, late of ’Jamaica, Mariner. 

George Rofe, late of Glafcow, Mariner. 

George Dunkin, late of Glafcow, Mariner. 

* Thomas Nicholas, late of London, Mariner. 

3 ^# Ridge, late of London, Mariner. 

Matthew King, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

Daniel Perry, late of Giterpfey, Mariner. 

Henry Virgin, late of Brijlol, Mariner. 

James Robbins, alias Rattle, late of London, Ma¬ 
riner. 

, James Mullet, alias Millet, \&te of London, Ma¬ 
riner. 

Thomas Price, late of Briflol, Mariner. 

. James Wilfon, late of Dublin,. Mariner. 

John Lopez., late of Oporto, Mariner. 

Zachanah Long, late of the Province of Holland, 
Mariner. 

Job/Bayly, late of London, Mariner. 

Join-William Smithy late of Charles-Town, Carolina, 
Mariner. . ' , 

Thomas Carman, late of Maidjlone in Kent, Ma¬ 
riner. : . . - 

John Thomas, late of Jamaica., Mariner. 

William Morrifon, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

Samuel Booth, late of Charles-Town, Mariner. 

William Hewet, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

John Levit, late of North-Carolina, Mariner. 

William Livers, alias Evts. 

John Briefly, alias Timberhead, late of Bath-Town 
in North-Carolina, Mariner. * 

Robert Boyd, late of Bath-Town aforefaid, Ma¬ 
riner. 

* Row- 
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* Rowland Sharp,o? the fame, Mariner. 

* Jonathan Clarke , late of Charles-Tom , South-C4* 
rolina, Mariner* 

* Thomas Gerrard, late of Antegoa,- Mariner* 

And all, except the three laft, and Thomas Nlcho* 

tasy were found Guilty, and received Sentenc® of 
Death. 

They were moft of them try’d upon two In* 
dittments, as follows* 

T B E Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King, do up¬ 
on their Oath preftnt, that Stede Bonnet, late 
of Barbadoes, MarinerfKobert Tucker, ike. Sect 
The id Day of Auguft , in the fifth Tear of the Rcigtt 
of our Sovereign Lord George, &C* By Forte of Arms 
upon the High-Sea, in a certain Place called Cape James^ 
See. did pyratkally^ and fellonioufty fit upon , break * 
board, and enter, a certain Merchant Sloop^ call'd the 
Frances, Peter Manwaring Commander, by Force , &c* 
upon the High-Sea, in a certain Place, called Cape James, 
alias Cape Inlopen^ about two Miles difiant from the 
Shore, in the Lattitilde of 39, or thereabouts •, and within 
the Juriditticn of the Court of Vice-Admiralty, of South* 
Carolina, being • a Sloop of certain Per font, (to the Ju¬ 
rors, unknown) and then, and thtre^ pyratitally, and fello- 
nioufly did make an Ajjault, in, and upon the faid Petet 
Mamvaring, vwd others his Mar liters, (itihofie Names to 
the Jurors afore faid, are unknown ,) in the fame Stoops 
again ft the Peace of God, and of our faid now Sovereign " 
Lord the King, then, and there being , pyratically and fel- 
lonioujly, did put the afore faid Feter Man waring, and 
others, his Mariners, of the fame Sloop, in the Sloop 
aforefaid, then being, in corporal Fear of their Lives , then 
and there, in the Sloop aforefaid, upon the High-Sea, in* 
the Place aforefaid, called Cape James, alias Cape In- 
lopen, about two Miles from the Shore , in the Lattitudi 
°f 39 > or thereabouts, as aforefaid, and within the Jiirif- 
dittion ^aforefaid j pyratically, and fellonioufiy, did ft cal. 
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tdhe*, and tarry atoay the f,aid Merchant Sloop , called the 
Frances, and dfo twenty fix Hogfheads y See. Set. See. 
biting found in the aforifaid Sloop , in the Cuftody and Poffef- 
ficn of the faid Peter -Manwai ina, and others y hts Mari¬ 
ners of the faid Sloop,, and from their Giftody and Pofflf- 
fim, then and there yUpon the High-Sea aforefaid, called 
Gape James, alias Cape Inlopen, as aforefaid , and 
Within the Jurifdiclion aforefaid, againji the Peace of 
our now , Sovereign ' Lord the King, his Crow ft and 
Dignity. 

This was the Form of the indictments, they were 
arraigned updii, 'and the’ they might have prov’d 
feveral more Bafts upon the major Part of the 
Grew, the Court thought fit to profecute but two’} 
the other was for feizing in a Pyratical and felo¬ 
nious 1 Manner, the Slooip Fortune , Thomas Read 
Commander y Which Indifiraent running in the 
lame Form with the above mentioned, it will be 
jinneceffary to lay more of it. 

All- the Prilonens arraigned, pleaded Not Guilty* 
and ptit thefnfelves ujson their Tryals, except James 
Wilfon , and. John Lei/it, who pleaded Guilty to 
both Indictments', and Daniel Perry , to one only. 
The Major would have gone through both the In¬ 
dictments at once, which the Court not admitting, 
he pleaded Not guilty to both Indictments, but be¬ 
ing convicted of one, he retraCted his former 
P.lea, to the fecond Indictment, and pleaded 
Guilty to it. ; 

The Prilbners made little or no Defence, every 
•one pretending only that they were taken off a 
Maroon Shore, and were lhipped with Major 
Bonnet to goto St. Thomas’s *, but being out at Sea, 
and wanting Provilions, they were obliged to do 
what they did by others} and fo did Major Bon¬ 
net himfelf, pretend that ’twas Force, not Incli¬ 
nation, that occafioned what had happen’d. How¬ 
ever, 
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ever, the Fafts being plainly , proved, and that' 
they had all fhared ten or eleven Pounds a Man, r 
excepting the three laft, and Thomas Nichols , they' 
were all but they, found Guilty. . The Judge made 
a very grave Speech to them, letting forth the En¬ 
ormity of their Crimes , the Condition, they were now inl¬ 
and the Nature and Neceffity of an unfeigned Repentance. > 
and then recommended them to the Minifters. of 
the Province, for more ample. Directions, to fit 
them for Eternity, for (concluded he) the Priefi’l 
Lips fhall keep knowledge , and you pall feek the Lam at 
their Mouths j for they are the Meffengers of the Lord* 
Mai. II. 57. And the Ambajfadors of Chrifi, and unto 
them is committed the Word [for DOftrine] of Reconci 
Hat ion , 2 Cor. V 19,20. And then pronounced Sen¬ 
tence of Death upon them. 

On Saturday November the 8th, 1711 • Robert Tucker 
Edward Robinfon, Neal Taterfon, William Scot , Job 
Bayley , John-WiHiam Smith , John Thomas , William 
Morrifon, Samuel Booth , William Hewit , William Eddy t 
alias Neddy , Alexander Annand, George Rofs, George 
Dunk in, Mathew King, Daniel Perry , Henry Virgin j 
James Robbins , James Mullet , alias Millet , Thomas 
Price, John Lopez., and Zachariah Long , were execu-* 
ted at the White-Point near Charles-Town , purfoant 
to their Sentence. 

As for the Captain, his Efcape protracted his 
Fate, and lpun out his Life a few Days longer, for 
he was try’d the 10th, and being found Guilty^ 
receiv’d Sentence in like Manner as the former 
before which Judge Trot , made a moft excellent 
Speech to him, rather fomewhat too long to be 
taken into our Hiftory, yet I could not tell how to- 
pafs by fo good and ufeful a Piece of InftruCtion, 
not knowing whofe Hands this Book may happen to 
fall into. 


Major^ 
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The Lord Chief fujlices*s Speech^ 
on his pronouncing Sentence on Major 
Stede Bonnet. 

M Ajor Stede Bonnet, you lland here convicted 
upon two Indictments of Pyracy^ one by 
the VerdiCt of the Jury, and the other by your 
own Confeffidn. 

Altho’ you were indeed but for two FaCls, yet 
you knovr that at your Tryal it was fully proved^ 
even by an unwilling Witnefs, that you pyratica/ly 
took and rifled no lef$ than thirteen VelTels, fince 
you failed from North-Carolina. 

_ So that ydu might have been indiCted, and Con* 
viCted of eleven more ACts of Pyracy, fince you took 
the Benefit of the King’s Act of Grace , and pre¬ 
tended to leave that wicked Courle of Life. 

Not to mention the many Alls of Pyrac'y you 
committed before for which if your Pardon froifi 
■Man was never fo authentick, yet you mult expeCfc 
to anfwer for them before God. 

You know that the Crimes you have committed 
are evil in themfelves, and contrary to the Light 
and Law of Nature , as well as the Law of God, by 
which you are commanded that you flail not flcafr, 
Exod. 20. 15. And the Apoftle St. Paul exprefly 
affirms, That Thieves flail not inherit the Kingdom of 
God , 1. Cor. 6 . 10. 

But to Theft you hdve added a greater Sin, which 
is Murder. How many you may have killed of thole 
that refilled you in the committing your former 
Pyracies , I know not: But this \Ve all know, That 
befides the Wounded, you killed ho lels than eighteen 
Ffcrfbns out Of thofethat utere fent by lawful Au- 

F thorny 
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thority to fupprefs you, and to put aftop to thole 
Rapines that you daily afted. 

And however you may fancy that that'was killing 
Men fairly in open Fight, yet this know. That the . 
Power of the Sword not being committed into your 
Hands by any lawful Authority, you were not im- 
powered to ule any Force, or to fight any one ; and 
therefore thofe Perlons that fell in that Aftion, m 
doing their Duty to their King and Country, were 
murdered, and their Blood now cries out for Ven¬ 
geance and JuJlice againft you : For it is the Voice of 
'Nature, confirmed lay the Law of God, That Whofo 
Jbeddctb Man s Blood, by Manfhall his Blood be fhed t 
Gen. 9. 6 . 

And confider that Death is not the only PunTfli-r 
ment due to Murderers \ for they are threatned to 
have their Fart in the Lake which burneth with Fire and 
.Brimflone, which is the fccond Death, Rev. 21. 8. See 
Chap. 22. !■)'. Words which carry that Terror 
with them, that confidering your Circumftances 
and your Guilt, Purely the Sound of them muft 
make you tremble • For who can dwell with overlap 
ing Burnings? Chap. 33. 14. 

A s the fijhmony of your Confcience muft convince 
you of the great and many Evils you have com¬ 
mitted, by which you have highly offended Goo^ 
and provoked moft juftly his Wrath and Indigna* 
tion againft you, fo 1 fuppofe I need not tell you 
that the only Way ol obtaining Pardon and Remif- 
fton of your Sins from God, is by a true and un¬ 
feigned Repentance , and Faith in Chrift, by whole 
meritorious Death and PaJiion, you can only hope 
for Salvation. 

You being a Gentleman that have had the Ad¬ 
vantage of a liberal Lduc.uion, and being generally 
efteemed a Man of Letters , 1 believe it will be need* 
leis for me to enplaiiy to you the Nature of Repen¬ 
tance 
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tance 'and Faith in Chrift, they being fo fully and 
fo often mentioned in the Scriptures, that you can¬ 
not but know them. And therefore, perhaps, for 
that Reafon it might be thought by fome impro¬ 
per for me to have faid fo much to you, as 1 have 
already upon this Occafion •, neither fhould I have 
done \t y but that cdnfidering the Courfe of your 
Life and Aftions, 1 have juft Reafon to fear that 
the Principles of Religion that had been inftiled 
ihto you by your Education , haVe been at leaft 
corrupted, if not entirely defaced, by the Scepti - 
cifm and Infidelity of this wicked Age •, and that 
what Time you allowed for Study was rather ap¬ 
plied to the Polite Literature , and the vain Philofophy 
of the Times, than a lerious Search of the Law and 
Will of God, as revealed td ils in the H 61 y Scrip¬ 
tures : For had your Delight been in the Law of the Lord, 
and that you had meditated therein Day and Night , Pfal. 
I. 2. you would then have found that God’s Word 
was a Lamp ttnio your Feet , and a Light to your Path, 
Pfal. up. 105- rind that you would account all 
Other Knowledge but Loft , in comparifon of the 
Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Jcfus, Phil. 3. 8. 
who to them that are called is the Power of God, and the 
Wifdom of God, 1 Cor T. 24. even the hidden Wif- 
dom which God ordained before the World , Chap. 2. 7. 

You would then have efteemed the Scriptures as 
the Great Charter of Heaven, and which delivered, 
to us not only the moft per foil Laws and Rules of 
Life, but alfo dilcovered to us thofo A£ts of Pardon 
from Godj wherein we have offended thofe righte¬ 
ous Laws : For in them only is to be found the great 
Myjtery of fallen Man’s Redemption, which the An- 
jtels defire to look into, 1 Pet. 1. 12. 

And they would have taught you that Sin is the 
debafing of Human Nature , as being a Deviation from 
that Purity, Reblitude, and Holinefs, in which God 
treated us-, and that Virtue and Religion, and walk- 

F z i -g 
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ing by the Laws of God, were altogether prefe¬ 
rable to the Ways of Sin and Satan \ for that the 
Ways ol Virtue are Ways of Pleafantnefs } and all their 
Paths are Teace y Prov. 3. 17* 

But what you could not learn from God’s Word, 
by reafonof your carelejly , or but fuferficially con- 
fidering the fame, I hope the Courte of his Pro - 
vide nee, and the prelent Ajfittiotis that he hath laid 
upon you, hath now convinced you of the lame: 
For however in your feeming Profperity you might 
make a Mock at your Sins, Prov. 3. 17. yet now 
that you fee that God’s Hand hath reached you,, 
and brought you to publick Juftice, I hope your 
prefent unhappy Circumftances hath made yoiif 
lerioufiy reftett upon your paft Aftions and Courfe 
of Lire and that you are now lenfible of the Great- 
nefs of your Sins, and that you find the Burden of 
them is intolerable. ' 1 

And that therefore being thus labouring, and hexey 
laden with Sin, Matt ti. 28. you will efteem that 
as the moft valueable Knowledge, that can Ihetf 
you how you can be reconciled to that Supreme' 
God, that you have fo highly offended and that 
can reveal to you Him who is not only the power¬ 
ful Advocate with the Father for you, 1 John 2. I. 
but alio who hath paid that Debt that is due for 
your Sins by his own Death upon the Crols for 
you ^ and thereby made full Satisfa&ion to the Ju¬ 
ft ice ot God. And this is to be found no where 
but in God’s Word, which dilcovers to us that 
of God ivhich takes away the Sins of the World, 
John r. 29. which is Chrifi the Son of God: For, 
this know, and be allured, that there is none other 
Aamc under Heaven given among Men, whereby we muft 
Le Javed, Atb, 4, 12. but only by the Name of 
the Lord Jefa. 
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But then confider how he invites all Sinners to 
come unto him, and, that he will give them reft, Matt. 
II. 28. for he allures US, that he came to fee k and to 
„ fave that which was loft } Luke 19. 10. Matt. 18. 11. 
and hath promi fed, that he that cometh unto him > he 
will in no wife caft out, John 6 . 37. 

So that if now you will fincerely turn to him, 
tho’ late, even at the eleventh Hour , Matt. 20. 6 , 9. 
he will receive you. 

But furely I need not tell you that the Terms of 
his Mercy is Faith and Repentance. 

And do not miftake the Nature of Repentance 
to be only a bare Sorrow for your Sins, arifing from 
the Confideration of the Evil and Punijhment they 
have mow brought upon you , but your Sorrow 
muft arife from the Confideration of your having 
offended a gracious and merciful God. 

But I fhall not pretend to give you any particu¬ 
lar Directions as to the Nature of Repentance : I 
confider that I fpeak to a Perfon, whofe Offences 
have proceeded not fo much from his not knowing , 
as his fighting and neglePHng his Duty : Neither is 
it proper for me to give Advice out of the way of 
my own Profeflion. 

You may have that better delivered to you by 
thofe who have made Divinity their particular 
Study ^ and who by their Knowledge, as well as 
their Office, as being the Ambajfadors of Chrifl, 2 
Cor. 5. 20. are beft qualified to give ypu Inftru- 
Ctions therein. 

I only heartily wifh that what, in companion 
to your Soul, I have now faid to you upon this 
fad and folemn Occafion, by exhorting you in ge¬ 
neral to Faith and Repentance , may have that due 
EffeCt upon you, that thereby you may become a 
true Penitent. 

And therefore having now difcharged my Duty 
..to you as a Chrifiian , by givjfg you the beft Coun- 

F 3 fel 
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fel I can vvitji refpeft to the Salvation of your Soul, 
I muft now do my Office as a Judge. 

The Sentence that the Law lrath appointed to pafk 
upon you for your Offences, and which this Court 
doth therefore award, is, 

That you, the [aid Stede Bonnet, fall go frotq hence 
to the Place from whence you came , and from thence to 
the Place of Execution , where you fhall be hanged by, thf 
Neck till you are Dead. 

And the God of infinite Mercy be merciful to your Soul. 


CHAP. V. 

O F 

Captain THATCH, 

alias Black beard. 

E Eward Thatch , (commonly called Black-beard ,) 
was born in Jamaica , and was from a Boy 
bred up to the Sea in the late War he fail’d 
lor the moft Part in Privateers, yet, tho’ he had 
often diftinguillied himfelf for his uncommon. 
Boldnefs, and perfonal Courage, he was never 
raifed to any Command. The fir ft of his going 
upon t)le py rating Account, was with Major Bon*' 
net, a Gentleman of Barbados's, worth 500 1 . a Year, 
real Eftate, who be.ing, as ’tis fuppofed, a little- 
diffracted , fitted out a Sloop from that Ifland, to 
become a Pyrate, as has been taken Kotice of in, 
his Life. With him Thatch fhip’d himfelf as a Fore- 
maft Man.: .The Pyrg:es foon found M-Uor Bonnet., 
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to beaPerlon unfit for this Condition of Life ^ and 
tho’the Sloop was his own, yet they depofed him 
from the Command, and by common Confent, 
placed this 7 hatch in his Room. 

We have already given an Account of the Pyra- 
cies of Thatch, to the Time of his parting with 
Major Bonnet, which was, when he loft his Ship-in 
Topfail Inlet, in North-Carolina, where fome of his 
Men were drowned, and others difperfed about 
the Country •, after which, he, and twenty or 
thirty more of the Crew, went up to Bath-Town , 
and teirrendredto his Majefty’s Mercy, as olfered 
by Proclamation, and they all received Certificates 
from his Excellency Charles Eden Efq-, Governor 
of that Province. It did not appear that their 
fubmitting to this Proclamation, was from any Re¬ 
formation -of Manners, but only to wait a more 
favourable Opportunity to play the fame Game 
over again \ which he Icon after effe&ed, with' 
- greater Security to himfelf, and with much bet¬ 
ter Profpeft of Succefs, having in this Time culti¬ 
vated a very good Underfhmding with the Gover¬ 
nor above mentioned. 

The firfl Piece of Service this kind Governor 
did to Black-heard , was, to give him a Right 
to the Veffel which he had taken, when he' was a 
pyrating in the great Sh’p, call’d the Queen Ann's 
Revenge , for which purpofe, a Court of Vice-Admi¬ 
ralty was held at Bath-Town ■, and, tho’ Thatch had 
never any Commiflion in his Lite, and the Sloop 
belonging to the EngHJh Merchants, and taken in 
Time of Peace •, yet was flie condemned as a Prize 
taken from the Spaniards , by the faid Thatch • Thele 
Proceedings Ihew that Governors are but Men. 

Before he fail’d upon his Adventures, he mar- 
ry’d a young Creature, of about fixteen Years of 
Age, the Governor performing the Ceremony. As 
it is a Cuftom to inarry here by a Prieft, fo it : s 

E 4 there 
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there by a Magiftrate *, and this, as I have been in¬ 
form’d, made Thatch's fourteenth Wife, whereof^ 
about a dozen might be ftill living. His Beha-. 
viour in this State, was fomething extraordinary j 
for, while his Sloop lay in Okerecoci Inlet, 
and he afhore at a Plantation, where his Wife 
lived, with whom, after he had lain all Night, it was 
his Cuftom to invite five or fix of his brutal Com¬ 
panions to come afhore, and he would force her 
to proftitute her felf to them all, one after ano¬ 
ther, before his Face. 

In June , 1718, he went to Sea, upon his fecOnd 
Expedition, and fleered his Courle towards Bermu¬ 
das he met with two or three Englifli VefTels hi 
Jiis Way, but robbed them only of Provifions, 
Stores, and other NecefTaries, for his Prefent Ex¬ 
pence ^ but, near the Idand aforementioned, he 
fell in with two French Ships, one of them was 
loaden with Sugar, and Cocoa, and the other light, 
both bound to Martinlco •, the Ship that had np 
Lading, he let go, and putting all the Men of the 
loaded Ship aboard her, Thatch brought home the 
pther with her Cargoe, to Nonh-Carolina , where 
the Governor and the Pyrates, fhar’d the Plpnder. 

WhenThatch and his Prize arrived, he and four 
of his Crew, went to his Excellency, and made Af¬ 
fidavit, that they found the French Ship at Sea, 
without a Soul on Board her ^ and then a Court was 
call d, and the Ship condemned : The Governor had 
fixty Hogfheads pf Sugar for his Dividend, and dtie 
fdr. Knight, who was his Secretary, and Colle&or; 
of the Province, twenty, and the reft was lhared 
among the other Pyrates. 

The Bufinefs was not yet done, the Ship re¬ 
main d, and it was poffible, one or other might 
come into the River, that might be acquainted 
with her, and fo difcover the Roguery • but 
Thatch, thought of a Contrivance to prevent this 

for 
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lor, upon a Pretence that Ihe was leaky, and 
that Ihe might fink, and fo flop up the Mouth of 
the Inlet, or Cove, where Ihe lay, he obtained 
an Order from the Governor, to bring her out 
into the River, apdfether on Fire, which was ac¬ 
cordingly executed, and Ihe was burnt down to th$ 
Water’s Edge, and her Bottom funk, and with it, 
their Fears of her ever riling in Judgment againfi 
them. 

Capt. Thatch, alias Black-beard , pafs’d three or 
four Months in the River, fometimes lying at An¬ 
chor in the Coves, at other Times, failing from one 
Inlet to another, trading with fuch Sloops as he 
met, for all Things he wanted, whether Provifions, 
or Stores, and giving them lomething elfe in Ex¬ 
change, -that is, when he happened to be in a 

giving Humour; at other Times he made bol 4 
with them, and took what he liked, without fay¬ 
ing, by your Leave, knowing well, they dare not 
fend him in a Bill for the Payment. He often di¬ 
verted himlelf with going alhore among the Plan¬ 
ters, where he revel I’d Night and Day : By thefe 
he was well received, but whether out of Love 
pr Fear, I cannot lay fometimes he ufod them cour- 
teoully enough, and made them Prefents of Rum, 
and Sugar, in Recompence of what he took from 
them ■ but, as for Liberties, (which ’tis faid,) he 
and his Companions often took with the W'ves 
and Daughters of the Planters, I can not take 
upon me to lay, whether he paid them ad Valorem , 
or no. At other Times he carried it in a lordly 
Manner towards them, and would lay fome or’ them 
under Contribution •, nay, he ofcen proceeded to 
bully the Governor, nor, that I can dilcover tne 
leaft Caule of Quarrel betwixt them, but it feem ’4 
only to be done, tofhew he dare doit. 

The Sloops trading up and down this River, 
feeing fo frequently pillaged by Black-beard, c on- 

luLed 
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iulted with the Traders, and fome of the beft of the- 
Planters, what Courle to take ■, they law plainly* 
it would be in vain to make any Application to 
the Governor of Nortk-Carolina , to whom it pro¬ 
perly belonged, to find lome Redrefs \ lo that if 
they could not be relieved from fome other Quar^ 
ter. Black-beard would be like to Reign with Impiri 
nity • therefore, with as much Secrecy as poffible, 
they lent a Deputation to Virginia, to lay the 
Affair before the Governor of that Colony, and 
to lolicit an armed Force, from the Men of 
War lying there, to take this Pyrate. 

This Governor confulted with the Captains of 
the two Men of War, viz., the Pearl, and Lime~\ 
who had lain in St. James's River, about ten 
Months. It was agreed, that the Governor Ihould 
hire a couple of lfnall Sloops, and the Men of 
War ihould Man them •, this was accordingly done, 
and the Command of them given to Mr. Robert 
Maynard, firft Lieutenant of the Pearl, an expe¬ 
rienced Officer, and a Gentleman of 'great Bravery 
and Relolution, as will appear by his gallant Be¬ 
haviour in this Expedition. The Sloops were well 
raann’d, and furnilh’d with Ammunition and fmgll 
Arms, but had no Guns mounted. 

About the Time of their going out, the Gover¬ 
nor call’d an AiTembly in which it was relolved to 
publiffi a Proclamation, offering certain Reward?-^ 
to any Perlon, or Perlons, who within a Year after 
that Time, Ihould take or deftroy any Pyrate : The 
original Proclamation being in our Hands, is as. 
follows. 
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Of Black-Beard. 

By his Majefly’s Lieutenant Governor, and 
Commander in chief, of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia , 

A PROCLAMATION, 

Publifhing the Rewards given for apprehending, 
or killing, Pyrates. 

W fffreas, by an AH of Affembly , made at 4 
Sejfion of Affembly , begun at the Capital in Wil- 
Jiamsburgh, the eleventh Day of November, in the 
fifth Tear of lots Majcfiy's Reign , entitled an AH; to En* 
courage the apprehending and defraying of Pyrates : It is y 
amongft other Things enaHedy that all and every Perfon , 
or PerfonSy who from , and after the fourteenth Day of 
November, in the Tear of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighteen , and before the fourteenth Day of 
November, which Jhall be in the Tear of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen , flja/l take any Pyrate y 
or Pyrates , on the Sea or Land y or in Cafe of Refflancc y 
fi) all hill any fetch Pyrate 7 or Pyrates , between the Degrees 
of thirty four , and thirty nine , of Northern Latitude , and 
within one hundred Leagues of the Continent of Virgi¬ 
nia, or within the Provinces of Virginia, or North- 
Carolina, upon the Conviction ? or making due Proof of 
tfee killing of all and every juch Pyratey and Pyrates y 
before the Governor and Council , jhall be intitled to have y 
and receive out of the publick Money 0 in the Hands of 
the Treafurer of this Colony , the feveral Rewards follow¬ 
ing y that is to fay , for Edward Thatch, commonly 
calTdy Captain Thatch, or Blaclobeard, one hundred 
foundsy for every other Commander of a Pyrate Ship y 
Sloop , or Veffely forty Pounds j for every Lieutenant , Ma - 
fier y or Quart er-Mafler, Boatfwain , or Car pent er y twen¬ 
ty Pounds y for every other inferiour Officer , fifteen Pounds y 
qnd for every private Man taken on Board, feuch Ship y 

SloOp y 
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Sloops or Vejfel) ten Pounds ; and, that for every Pyrate .j 
which pall he taken by any Ship, Sloop or Vcjfcl, belonging 
to - this Colony, or North-Carolina, within the Time 
aforefaid, in any Place whatfoever, the like Jltwards 
pall be paid according to the Quality, and Condition 
of fuch Pyrates. Wherefore, for the Encouragement of 
allfuch Perfons as pall be willing to ferve his ALtjepy, 
and their Country, in fo jup and honourable an Under¬ 
taking, as the fuppreffing a fort of People, who may be 
truly called Enemies to Alankind: I have thought fit 
with the Advice 4 nd Confent of his Alajefly's Council, 
to ijfue this Proclamation, hereby declaring, .the faid 
Rewards JhaH be punctually and juftly paid, in Current 
/Money of Virginia, according to the Directions of tht 
faid AC, And, I do Order and Appoint, this Procla¬ 
mation, to be publiped by the Sheriffs, at their refpe- 
Clive County-Houfes, and by all Aiiniflers and Readers , 
in the feveral Churches and Chappels, throughout this 



Given at our Council-Chamber at Williamf- 
burgh, this 24th Day of November, 1718, 
in the fifth Year of his Majefty’s Reign; 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 

A SPOTSWOOD. 


The 17th of November, 1718, the Lieutenant 
fail’d from Kicejuctan, in James River in Virginia, 
and the 2tft in the Evening, came to the Mouth of 
Qkerecoch Inlet, where he got fight of the Pyrate. 
This Expedition was made with all imaginabl#' 
Secrecy, and the Officer manag’d with all the Pru¬ 
dence that was neceifarv, Roping all Boats and 
Vellelshemet with, in the River, from going up, 
and thereby preventing any Intelligence from reach¬ 
ing Black- beard, and receiving at the fame an Ac¬ 
count from them all, ot the Place where the Pyrate 

this Caution, 
Black- 


vus lurking 


but iiotwithihr.ciins 
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Black-beard had Information of the Defign, from 
his Excellency of the Province } and his Secretary, 
Mr. Knight, wrote him a Letter, particularly con¬ 
cerning it, intimating,’ that he had fent him four of hit 
Men, which Were all he could meet with, in or about Town , 
and fo bid him be upon his Guard. Thele Men belonged 
to Black-beard, and were fent from Bath-Town, to 
Okerectck , where the Sloop lay, which is about 
20 Leagues. 

Black-beard had heard feveral Keports, which 
happened not to be true, and fo gave the lefs Cre¬ 
dit to this, nor was he convinced till he faw the 
Sloops: Thereupon he put his Veflel in a Pofture 
of Defence^ he had no more than Twenty five Men 
on Board, tho’ he gave out to all the Velfels he 
fpoke with, that he had 40. When he had pre¬ 
pared for Battle, he fet down and fpent the Night 
in drinking with the Mafter of a trading Sloop, 
who, ’twas thought, had more Bufinefs with Thatch f 
than he fhould have had. 

Lieutenant Maynard came to an Anchor, for the 
Place being fhoal, and the Channel intricate, fo 
that there was no getting in, where Thatch lay, 
that Night} but in the Morning he weigh’d, and 
fent his Boat a Head of the Sloops, to found, 
and coming within Gun-Shot of the Pyrate, re¬ 
ceived his Fire} whereupon Maynard hoifted the 
King’s Colours, affd flood dire&ly towards him, 
with the beft Way that his Sails and Oars could 
make. Black-beard cut his Cable, and endeavoured 
to make a running Fight, keeping a continual Fire 
at his Enemies, with his Guns, Mr. Maynard not ha¬ 
ving any, kept a conftant Fire with fmall Arms, 
while fome of his Men laboured at their Oars; 
Black-beard's Sloop ran aground, and Mr. Mayn¬ 
ard's drawing more Water than that of the Pyrate, 
he could not come near him, fo he anchored within 
half Gun-Shot of the Enemy} and, in order to 

lighten- 
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lighten his Velfel, that he might run him aboard} 
the Lieutenant ordered all his Ballaft to be throWri 
over-Board, and all the Water to be ftaved, and 
then weigh'd and flood for him} upon which Blatk- 
beard , hail’d him in this rude Manner: Damn you. 
for Villainy who are you ? And, from whence came you ? 
The Lieutenant made him Anfwer, Ton may fee by 
our ■_ Colours , we are no Pyrates. Black-beard bid him 
fend his Boat on Board, that he might fee who he 
was-, but Mr. Maynard reply’d thus \ I cannotfpare 
my Boat, but I will come aboard of Jot, as foon as I can ,' 
with my Sloop. Upon this, Black-beard took a Glafs 
of Liquor, and drank to him with thele Words.- 
Damnation fetz.e my Soul if I give you Quarters, or take artf 
from you. In Anfwer to which, Mr. Maynard told 
him, that he expeSled no Quarters from him, nor jhould 
he give him any. 

By this Time Black-beard's Sldop fleeted, aS Mr. 
Maynard's Sloops were rowing towards him, which 
’being not above a Foot high in the Waft, and con- 
fequently the Men all expoled, as they came near 
together, (there being hitherto, little or no Exe¬ 
cution done, on either Side,) the Pyrate fired a 
Broadfide, charged with all manner of fmall Shot} 

"7-A fatal Stroke to them ! The SlcJop the' 

Lieutenant was in, having twenty Men kill’d 
and wounded, and the other Sloop nine: This 
could not be help’d, for their being no Wind, they' 
were oblig’d to keep to their Oafs, otherwife, 
the Pyrate would have got away from him, which* 
it leems, the Lieutenant was refolute to pre* 
vent. r 

After this unlucky Blow, Black-beard's Sloop 
fell Broadfide to the Shore-, Mr.- Maynard's othef 
-loop, which was call’d the Ranker, fell a-ftern, 
being for the prefent difabled, fo the Lieutenant 
finding his own Sloop had Way, and would fodrt 
be on Board of Thatch i he ordered all his Men 

d&wtty 
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down; for fear of another Broadfide, which rauft 
haye been their Deftru&ion, and the lofs of their 
Expedition. Mr. Maynard was the only Per Ion 
that kept the Deck, except the Man at the Helm, 
whom he direfted to lye down fiiug, and the Men 
in {he Hold were ordered to get their Piftols and 
their Swords ready for clofe fighting, and to 
come up at his Command j in order to which, 
two Ladders were placed in the Hatch-Way 
for the more Expedition. When the Lieutenant’s 
Sloop boarded the other, Captain Thatch's Men 
threw in feveral new falhion’d fort of Grenadoes, 
viz.. Cafe-Bottles filled with Powder, and finalL 
Shot, Slugs, and Pieces of Lead or Iron, with a 
quick Match in the Mouth of it, which being 
lighted without fide, prefently runs into the Bot¬ 
tle to the Powder, and as it is inftantly thrown 
on Board, generally does great Execution, befides 
putting all the Crew into a Contufion • but by 
good Providence, they had not that Effe£t here; 
the Men being in the Hold, and Black-heard feeing 
few or no Hands aboard, told his Men, that they 
were all knock'd on the Head , except three or four , and 
therefore , lays he, let's jump on Board and cut them 
to Pieces. 

Whereupon, under the Smoak of one of the 
Bottles juft mentioned, Black-heard enters with 
fourteen Men, over the Bows of Maynard's Sloop, 
and were not feen by him, till the Air clear’d; 
however, he juft then gave a Signal to his Men, 
who all rofe in an Inftant, and attack’d the Pyrates 
with as much Bravery as ever was done upon fuch- 
an Occafion: Block-heard and the Lieutenant fired 
the firft Piftolateach other, by which the Pyrate 
received a Wound, and then engaged with Swords, 
till the Lieutenant’s unluckily broke, and fteping 
back to cock a Piftol, Black-beard, with his Cut- 
was {hiking at that Inftant, that one of May¬ 
nard's 
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”ard's Men gave him a terrible Wound in the Neck 
and Throat, by which the Lieutenant came Off 
with a fmall Cut over his Fingers. 

They were now clofely and warmly engaged, 
the Lieutenant and twelve Men, againft Black* 
beard, and fourteen, till the Blood run out of the 
Scuppers in Streamsj Black-beard received a Shot? 
into his Body, from the Piftol that Lieutenant 
Maynard cock’d, yet ftill Hood his Ground and 
fought with great Fury, till he received fixteen, 
Wounds, and five of them by Shot. At lengthy 
as he was cocking another Piftol, having fir’d le** 
veral before, he fell down dead •, by which Tiftn^ 
eight more out of the fourteen dropt, and all thtf 
reft much wounded, jump’d over-board, and call’d 
out for Quarters ; which was granted* tho’ it was 
only prolonging their Lives for a few Days. The 
Sloop Banger came up, and attack’d the Men thaf 
Remain’d in Black-beard's Sloop with equal Bra¬ 
very, till they likewile cry’d for Quarters; 

Here was an End of that couragiOus Brute,- who 
might have pafs’d in the World for a Heroe, had 
he been employ’d in a good Caufe ^ his Deftruflrion 
which was of luch Confequence to the Plantations/ 
was entirely owing to the Conduct and Bravery 
Of Lieutenant Maynard, and his Men, who might 
have deftroyed him with much lefs lofs, had they' 
had a Velfel with great Guns ^ but they wert 
obliged to ufe fmall Veffels, becaufe the Holes 
and Places he lurk’d m. Would not admit of Others/ 
of greater Draught •, for it was no fmall Difficulty 
for this Gentleman to get to him, having ground^ 
ed his Velfel at leaft a hundred Times in getting' 
up the River, befides other Dilcouragefnents/ 
enough to have turn’d back any Gentleman with¬ 
out Dishonour, who was lets refolute gnd bold than* 
this Lieutenant. The Broadfide that did , 1 b much 
Mifehief before they boarded, in all probability ft- 
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ved the reft from Deftru&ion- for before that. 
Thatch had little or no Hopes of efcaping, and 
therefore had pofted a refblnte Fellow a Negroe, 
whom he had bred up, with a lighted Match, in 
the Powder-Room, with Commands to blow up, 
when he ihould give him Orders, which was as foon 
ds the Lieutenant and his Men Ihould have en¬ 
tered, that fo he might have deftroy’d his Conque¬ 
rors : And when the Negro found how it went 
with Black-beard, he could hardly be perfwaded 
from that rafh A&ion, by two Prifoners that were 
then in the Hold of the Sloop. 

What feertis a little odd, is, that fome of thefe 
Men, who behaved fo bravely againft Black-beard , 
went afterwards a pyrating themlelves, and one 
of them was taken along with Roberts •, but I 
do not find that any of them were provided for, 
except one that was hang’d^ but this is a Di- 
grellion. 

The- Lieutenant caufed Black-beard's Head, to 
be fevered from his Body, and hung up at the Bolt- 
ftrrit End, and fail’d to Bath-Town , to get Relief 
for his wounded Men. 

It muft be obferved, that in rummaging the Py- 
rate’s Sloop, they found leveral Letters and writ-* 
ten Papers, which difcovered the Correfpondence 
betwixt Governor Eden, the Secretary and Col¬ 
lector, and alfo fome Traders at New-Tork , and 
Black-beard. It is likely he had Regard enough 
for his Friends, to have deftroy’d thefe Papers 
before the ACtion, in order to hinder them from 
falling into fuch Hands, where the Difcovery would 
beofnoUfe, either tothelntereft or Reputation 
of thefe fine Gentlemen, if it had not been his 
fix’d Refolution, to have blown up altogether, 
when he found no poffibility of efcaping. 

When the Lieutenant came to Bath-Town , he made 
bold to feise in the Governor’s Store-Houfe, the 

G fixty 
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fixty Hoglheads of Sugar, and from honeft Mr.' 
Knight, twenty which it feems was their Dividend 
of the Plunder taken in the French ship v the latter 
did not long furvive this fhameful Difcovery, for 
being apprehenfive that he fhould be call’d to an 
Account for thefe Trifles, fell fick with the Fright, 
and dy’d in a few Days. 

After the wounded Men were pretty well reco¬ 
vered, the Lieutenant fail’d back to the Men of 
War, in 'James River, in Virginia, with Black-beard *S 
Head ftill hanging at the Bolt-fprit End, and five- 
teen Priloners, thirteen of whom were hang’d.' 
It appearing upon Tryal, that one of them, viz* 
Samuel Odell, was taken out of the trading Slooj^j 
but the Night before the Engagement. This poor 
Fellow was a litHe unlucky at his firft entering up¬ 
on his new Trade, there appearing no left than 70 
Wounds upon him after the Aft ion, notwithftand-* 
ing which, he liv’d, and was cur’d of them all. The 
other Perlon that elcap’d the Gallows, was one 
lfrael Hands , the Mailer of Black-beard’s Sloop, and 
former y Captain of the fame, before the Queen 
Ann s Revenge was loft in Tcpfail Inlet. 

Thealorefaid Hands happened not to be in the 
Fight, but was taken afterwards afhore at Batin' 
Town , having been fometime before dilabled by 
Black-beard, in one of his lavage Humours, after 

the following Manner.-One Night drinking in 

his Cabin with Hands, the Pilot, and another Man \ 
Black-beard without any Provocation privately draws 
out a Imall Pair of Piftols, and cocks them under 
the Table, which being perceiv’d by the Man, he 
withdrew, and went upon Deck, leaving Hands, 
the Pilot, and the Captain together. When the 
Piftols were ready, he blew out the Candle, and 
crofting his Hands, difcharged them at his Com? 
•pany •, Hands , the Mafter, was fliot thro’ the Knee, 
and lam’d for Life \ the other Piftol did no Execu¬ 
tion. 
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tiom • ' Being ask’d the meaning of this, he 
on'y aiifv'.red, by damning them, that if he did not 
tioxo and then kill one of them , they would forget who 

be TTV r. 

Hands being taken, was try’d and condemned, 
but juft as he was about to be executed, a 
Ship arrives at Virginia with a Proclamation for 
prolonging the Time of his Majefty’s Pardon, to 
iuch of the Pyrates as Ihould furrender by a limi¬ 
ted Time there! i exprelfed: Notwithftanding the 
Sentence, Hands pleaded the Pardon, and was al¬ 
lowed the Benefit of it, and is alive at this Time in 
London , begging his Bread. 

Now that we have given fome Account of Thatch's 
Life and Aftions, it will not be amifs, that we 
fpeak of his Beard, ftnce it did not a little contri¬ 
bute towards making his Name fo terrible in thole 
Parrs. 

Plutarch , and other grave Hiftorians, have taken 
Notice, that feveral great Men amongft the Ro¬ 
mans, took their Sir-Names from certain odd Marks 
in their Countenances-, as Cicero , from a Mark or 
Vetch on his Nofe^ fo our Heroe, Captain Thatch , 
alfumed the Cognomen of Black-heard , from that 
large Quantity of Hair, which like a frightful Me¬ 
teor, covered his whole Face, and frightn’d Ame¬ 
rica, more chan any Comet that has appear’d there 
a long Time. 

This Beard was black, which he fuffered to grow 
of an extravagant Length as to Breadth, it came 
up to his Eyes ■, he was accuftomed to twift it with 
Ribbons, in fmall Tails, after the Manner of our 
Ramellies Wigs, and turn them about his Ears: in 
Time of Action, he wore a Sling over his Shoulders, 
with three brace of Piftols, hanging in HolfterS 
like Bandaliers • he wore a Fur-Cap, and ftuck a 
lighted Match on each Side, under ir, which a p- 

G i pearing 
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pearing on each fide his Face, his Eyes naturally 
looking Fierce and Wild, made him altogether 
fuch a Figure, that Imagination cannot form an 
Idea of a Fury, from Hell, to look more 

frightful. , . _ T , 

If he had the look of a Fury, his Humours and 
Pahions, were fuitable to it - , we Ihall relate two 
or three more of his Extravagancies, which we 
omitted in the Body of his Hiftory, by which it 
will appear, to what a pitch of Wickednefs, hu¬ 
man Nature may arrive, if itfs Paffions are not 
check'd. 

In the'Commonwealth of Pyrates, he who goes 
the greateft length of Wickednefs, is looked upon 
with a kind of Envy amongft them, as a Perfon of 
a more extraordinary Gallantry, and is thereby* 
entitled to be diftinguifhed by fome Poft,^ and if 
fuch a one has but Courage, he muft certainly be 
a great Man. The Hero of whom we are writing 
was thoroughly accomplished this Way, and feme 
of his Frolicks of Wickednefs, were lo extrava¬ 
gant, as if he aim’d at making his Men believe he 
was a Devil incarnate ^ for being one Day at Sea, 

and a little flufhed with drink :- Come , fays he, 

Ut us make ci Hell of our own , and try bow Lng we can 
bear it • accordingly he, with two or three others, 
went down into the Hold, and doling up all the 
Hatches, fill’d leveral Pots full of Brimftone, and 
other combuftible Matter, and fet it on Fire, and 
fo continued till they were almoft fuffocated, when 
fome of the Men cried out for Air at length he 
open’d the Hatches, not a little pleafed that he 
held out the longeft. 

The Night before he was kill’d, he fet up and 
drank the whole Night, with fome of his own 
Men, and the Matter of a Merchant-Man, and ha¬ 
ving had Intelligence of the two Sloops coming to 

attack 
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attack him, as has been before obferved; one of 
his Men ask’d him, in Cafe any thing fliould hap¬ 
pen to him in the Engagement, with the Sloops 
whether his Wife knew where he had buried his 
Money ? He anfwered, That no Body but himfelf ' and 
the Devil, knew where it was , and the longcfi Liver (hould 
take all. 

Thofe of his Crew who were taken alive, told 
a Story which may appear a little incredible; 
however, we think it will not be fair to omit it, 
ixnce we had it from their own Mouths. That 
once upon a Cruife, they found out, that rliev had 
a Man on Board more than their Crew • fitch a one 
was feen feveral Days amongft them, fometimes 
below, and fometimes upon Deck, yet no Man in 
the Ship could give an Account who he was, or 
from whence he came j but that he dila;>pe:\rd a 
little before they were call away in their great 
Ship, as has been related in the Hiftory of B - 
but, it feems, they all verily believed it was the 
Devil. 

One would think, thele Things fliould induce 
them to reform their Lives, but fo many Repro¬ 
bates together, encouraged and fpirited one ano¬ 
ther up in their Wickeanefs, to which a conti¬ 
nual Courfe of drinking did not a little contribute •, 
for in Black-beard' s Journal, which was taken, 
there were feveral Memorandums of the follow¬ 
ing Nature, found writ with his own Hand.-- 

Such a Day, Rum all out: - Our Company fomewhat 

fober: - A damn'd Confufion amongfl us ! - Rogues 

a plotting ;- great Talk of Separation. -• So I look'd 

fiarpfor a Prize •, - fuch a Day, took one, with a great 

deal of Lteptor on Board, fo kept the Company hot, damn'd 
hot, then all Things w'ent well again. 

Thus it was thefe Wretches pafs’d their Lives, 
with very little Pleafure or Satisfaction, in the 
Po/feffion of what they violently take away from 

G 3 other 
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others, and lure to pay for it at laft, by amgnoml 
nious Death. 


The blames of the Pyrates kill’d in the Engage- 
ment, are as follow, 
j Edward lhatchy Commander. 

Philip Morton^ Gunner. 

Garrat GihbenSy Boatfwain. 

Owen RcbcrtSy Carpenter. 

Thomas Miller , Quarter-Mafter. 

John Bushy 
Jofcph Curticey 
Jofcph Brooks (i ) 

Nath . Jaclfon . 


All the reft, except the two laft, were wounded and 
afterwards hang d, in Virginia* 


John Carnesy 
Jofcph Brooks (z) 
James Blake , 

John Gills , 
Thomas GatcSy 
James White y 
Richard Stilcsy 
Cafary 


Jofeph Phillip*y 
James RohbinSy 
John Martin y 
Edward Saltc/y 
Stephen Daniely 
Richard GreenfaiL 
Ijruel Hands, pardoned. 
Samuel Odel y acquitted. 


There were in the Pyrate Sloop, and afhore in a 
Tent, near where the Sloop lay, 25 Hoglheads of 
Sugar, 11 Teirces, and 145 Bags of Cocoa, a 
Barrel of Indigo, and a Bale of Cotton ^ which, 
with what was taken from the Governor and Se¬ 
cretary, and the Sale of the Sloop, came to 2500 1 . 
befides the Rewards paid by the Governor of Vir± 
giniay purfuant to his Proclamation *, all which was 
divided among the Companies of the two Shipsj, 
Time and Pearly * that lay in James River •, the brave 
Fellows that took them coming in for no more thafy 
their Dividend amongft the reft. 


CtiAYj 
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CHAP. VI. 

O F 

Captain Charles Vane , 

And his Cr E W. 


C Harles Vane was one of thole, who ftole away 
the Silver which the Spaniards had filhed up 
from the Wrecks of the Galleons, in the 
Gulph of Florida , and was at Providence (as has 
been Defore hinted) when Governor Rogers arrived 
there, with two Men of War. 

All the Pyrates who were found at this Colony 
of Rogues, fubmitted, and received Certificates of 
their Pardon, except Captain Vane and his Crew ; 
who, as loon as they faw the Men of War enter, 
flipped their Cable, let Fire to a Prize they had in 
the Harbour, and failed out with their Pyrti.ical 
Colours flying, firing at one of the Men of War, 
as they went off. 

Two Days after they were out, they met with 
a Sloop belonging to Barbadoes , which they made 
Prize of, and kept the Veflel for their own Ufe, 
putting aboard five and twenty Hands, with one 
Teats to Command them. A Day or two a'fer- 
wards they fell in with a fmall interloping Trader, 
with a Quantity of Spanijh Pieces of E ght aboard, 
bound into Providence t call’d the John and Elizabeth, 

G 4 which 
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which they alio took along with them. With 
thele two Sloops, Vane went to a lmall Ill and and 
clea: od • where they fliared their Booty,:and,fpant 
tome Time in a riotous manner of Living, as is 

the Cuftom of the Pyrates. # 

The latter End of 'May 1718, they fail’d } and 
; ,;ina,in want of Proviflons, they beat up for the 
Windward lllands, and met with a Spanijh Sloop 
• and from Porto Rico to the Havana, which they 
burnt, a.id flowed the Spaniards in -a Boat, and left 
thVm to get to the Bland, by the light of the^r Vef- 
But fleering between St. Chrifiophcrs and An- 
<rt i'a, they fell in with a Brigantine and a Sloop, 
"v 1 r h the Cargo they wanted } from whom they 
got Proviflons for Sea-Store. 

Sometime after this, {landing to the Northward, 
in the Track the Old-England Ships take in theh; 
Voyage to the American Colonies, they took fe- 
veral Si ps and Veflels, which they plundered of 
what they thought fit, and let them pafs. 

TJ,e latter End of Augufi , Vane , with his Conlort 
Teats , came off South Carolina, and took a Ship be¬ 
longing to Ipfwich , one Coggerjhall Commander, laden 
with Logwood, which was thought convenient 
enough tor their own Bufinefs, and therefore order¬ 
ed their Prifoners to work, and throw all the La¬ 
ding over-board^ but when they had more than 
half cleared the Ship, the Whim changed, and 
then they would not have her } fo Cognerflsall 
had his Ship again, and he was buffered to purfue- 
his Voyage home. . In this Cruize, the Rover took' 
leveral other Ships and Veflels, particularly ■ a 
Sloop from Barhadces , Bill Matter} a fmall Ship 
from Ante go a, Ccch Matter } a Sloop belonging to 
Curacoa, Richards Matter} and a'large Brigantihe, 
Captain Thompfon , from Guiney, with ninety odd 
Negroes aboard. The Pyrates plundered them all 
qjjd let them go ? putting the Negroes out of the 

Brigan~ 
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Brigantine aboard of Teats’s Veffel,by which Means 
they came back again to the right Owners. 

For Captain Pane, having always treated his 
Confort with very little Refpe^r, affuming a Supe¬ 
riority over Teats and his fmall Crew, and regard¬ 
ing theVeflel but as a Tender to his own *, gave 
them a Dilguft, who thought themfelves as good 
Pyrates and as great Rogues as the beft of them ; 
lb they caball’d together, and relblved to take the 
firft Opportunity to leave the Company •, and accept 
of his Majefty’s Pardon, or let up for themfelves, 
either of which they thought more honourable than 
to be Servants to the former; but the putting 
aboard lo many Negroes, where there were lo few 
Hands to take Care of them, very much enraged 
them, though they thought lit to conceal or ftifle 
their Refentments at that Time. 

A Day or two afterwards, the Pyrates lying off 
at Anchor, Teats in the Evening flip’d his Cable, 
and put his Veffel under Sail, Handing into the 
Shore , which when Vane law, he was highly pro¬ 
voked, and got his Sloop under Sail to chafe his 
Conlort, who he plainly perceived, had a Mind to 
have no further Affairs with him: Vane's Brigan¬ 
tine failed beft, lie gained ground of Teats, and 
would certainly have come up with him, had he 
had a little longer Run for it ■, but he juft got over 
the Bar, when Vane come within Gun-Shot of him, 
who fired a Broadlide at his old Friend, (which did 
no Damage,) and lo took Leave of him. 

Teats came into North Edifto River, about ten 
Leagues Southward of Charles-Tovon, and fent an 
Exprefs to the Governor, to know if he and his 
Comrades might have the Benefit of his Majefty’s 
Pardon, and they would Surrender themfelves to 
his Mercy, with the Sloop and Negroes} which 
being granted, they all came up and received Cer- 
tfficaj&Y' ana Captain 7 hompfon, from whom the 

Negroes 
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Negroes were taken, had them reftored to hiniy 

for the Ufe of his Owners. . „ 

Have cruifed fome Time off the Bar, m Hopes 
to catch Teats, at his coming out again, but there¬ 
in he was disappointed } however, he unfortunately 
for them, took two Ships from Charles-Town, bound 
home to England one of them was call’d the Em- 
error , of 360 Tuns, which was forced to return, 
back for fuch Neceifaries as Vane had plunder 4 
her of. It happened that juft at this Time, two 
Sloops, well mann’d and arm’d, were equipp'd to go 
after a Py rate, which the Governor ot Soutk-Carolina 
was informed, lay then in Cape Fear River, a clean-, 
ing : But Colonel Rhet, who commanded the Sloops, 
meeting with the Emperor , going over the Bar, 
and She giving the Colonel an Account of her 
being taken by the Pyrate Vme, and alfo, that 
fome of her Men, while they were Prifoners on 
Board of him, had heard the Pyrates fay, they 
fhould clean in one of the Rivers to the South¬ 
ward, he altered his firft Deftgn, and inftead of 
ftanding to the Northward, in purluit of the Pyrate 
in Cape Fear River, he turns to the Southward 
after Vane \ who had ordered fuch Reports to be 
given out, on purpofe to fend any Force that ftiould 
come after him, upon a wrong Scent *, for in rea¬ 
lity, he flood away to the Northward y fo that the 
Purfuit proved to be the contrary Way. 

Colonel RheEs fpeaking with this Ship, was the 
moft unlucky Thing that could have happened, be- 
caule it turned him out of the Road, which, in all 
Probability, would have brought him into the Com¬ 


pany of Vane , as well as of the Pyrate he went 
after } and fo they might have been both deftroy’d; 
whereas by the Colonel's going a different Way, he 
not o ily loft the Opportunity of meetihg with 
one, but if the other had not been infatuated, to 
lye fix Weeks together at Cape Fear, he would 

have 
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have miffed of him likewife : However, the Colo¬ 
nel having tearched the Rivers and Inlets, as 
direded, for feveral Days, without Succefs, at 
length failed in Profecution of his firft ttefign/and 
met with the Pyrate accordingly, whom he fought 
and took, as has been before fpoken of, in the Hi- 
ftory of Major Bonnet. 

Captain Vane went into an Inlet to the North¬ 
ward, where he met with Captain Thatch, or Teatch , 
otherwile call’d Black-beard, whom he faluted (when 
he found who he was,) with his great Guns, loaded 
with Shot, (as is the Cuftom among Pyrates when 
they meet,) which are fired wide, or up into the 
Air: Black-beard anfwered the Salute in the fame 
Manner, and mutual Civilities palfed for fome 
Days •, when about the Begining of Ottobcr, Vane 
took leave, and failed further to the Northward. 

On the 23d of October, off of Long Ijland, Vane took 
a final] Brigantine, bound from 'Jamaica to Salem in 
New-England, John Shattock Mafter, and a little 
Sloop-, they rifled the Brigantine and lent her 
away. From hence they refolved on a Cruize be¬ 
tween Cape Meife and Cape Nicholas, where they 
fpent fbme Time, without feeing or fpeaking with 
any VeiTel, till the latter End of November, they 
fell upon a Ship, which ’cwas expe&ed would have 
ft ruck as foon as their black Colours were hoifted - 
but inftead of that, fhe delivered a Broadfide upon 
the Pyrate, and hoifted Colours, which fhewed her 
to be a French Man of War. Vane defired to have 
nothing further to fay to her, but trim’d his 
Sails, and flood away from the French- Man} but 
Monfieur having a Mind to be better informed, who 
he was, fet all his Sails, and crowded after him. 
During this Chace, the Pyrates were divided in 
their Refolutioris what to do: Vane, the Captain, 
was for making off as faftasthey could, alledging 
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the Man of War was too ftrong to'cope with ; but 
on ejohn Rackam, who was an Officer, that had a 
kind of a Check upon the Captain, rofe up in De¬ 
fence of a contrary Opinion, faying, That tho Jhe 
had more Guvs and a greater Weight of Mettal , they 
might hoard her, and then the be(t Boys would carry the 
Day. Rackam was well feconded, and the Majority 
was for boarding ; but Vane urged, that it was too 
rajh and defperate an Enterprise, the Man of W%r ap- 
pearing to be twice their Force ; and that their Brigan¬ 
tine might be funk by her, before they could reach aboard'. 
The Mate, one Robert Deal was of Vane’s Opinion, 
as were about fifteen more, and all the reft joined 
with Rackam the Quarter-Mafter. At length'' the 
Captain made Ufe of his Power, to determine this 
Diipute, which in thefe Cafes, is abfolute and un- 
controulable, by their own Laws, vis. in fighting, 
chacing, or being chafed ; in all other Matters what- 
foever, he is governed by the Majority; fo the 
Brigantine having the Heels, as they term it, of 
the" French Man, fhe came clear off. 

But the next Day, the Captain’s Behaviour was 
obliged to ftand the Teft of a Vote, and a Refo- 
lution was pafled againft his Honour and Dignity, 
branding him with the Name of Coward, depo¬ 
sing him from the Command, and turning him 
out of' the Company, with Marks of Infamy;; 
and with him, went all thofe who did not Vote for 1 
boarding the French Man of War. They had with 
them a final] Sloop, that had been taken by them 
fome Time before, which they gave to Vane, 
and thedifcarded Members; and that they might 
be in a Condition to provide for them (elves, by 
their own honeft Endeavours, they let them have; 
a fufficient Quantity of Proviftons and Ammuni¬ 
tion along with them. 
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- John Raciam was voted Captain of the Brigantine, 
in Vane's Room, and proceeded towards the Caribee 
Elands, where we muft leave him, till we have 
finiilied our Story of Charles Kane. 

The Sloop failed for the Bay of Honduras, and 
Kane and his Crew, put her into as good a Condi¬ 
tion as they could, by the Way, to follow the old 
Trade- They cruifed two or three Days off the 
North Weft Part of Jamaica, and Cook a Sloop and 
two Pettiaga’s, and all.the Men entered with them j 
the Sloop they kept, and Robert Deal went Captain 
of her. 

The 1 5 th of December , the two Sloops came in¬ 
to the Bay, where they found only one Sloop at 
an Anchor, call’d the Pearl of Jamaica , Captain 
Charles Rowling Mafter, who got under Sail at the 
Sight of them \ but the Pvrate Sloops coming 
near Rowlings Sloop, and Ihewing no Colours, he 
fired at them \ whereupon, they hoifted the black 
Flag, and fired three Guns each, at the Pearl ■, upon 
which Ihe ftruck, and the Pyrates took Poffeflion 
of her,'and carried her away with them to a finall 
Ifland called Barnacko, and there cleaned, meeting 
in the Way with a Sloop from Jamaica, Captain 
Wallden Commander, going down to the Bay, 
which they made Prize ofi 

In February, Kane fail’d from Barnaclo, in order 
for a Cruize j but fbme Days after he was out, a 
violent Turnado overtook him, which feparated 
him from his Confort, and after two Days Diftrefs, 
threw his Sloop upon a finall uninhabited Ifland, 
near the Bay of Honduras, where fhe was ftaved to 
Pieces, and moft of her Men drowned: Kane him- 
felf was faved, but reduced to great Streights, for 
want of Neceffaries, having no Opportunity to get 
any Thing from the Wreck. He lived here fbme 
Weeks, and was fubfifted chiefly by Fifhermen, 
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who frequented the Illand, with fmall Craft, from 
the Main, to catch Turtles, &c. 

While Vane was upon this Wand, a SKip put in 
from Jamaica for Water, the Captain of which, one 
Halford , an old Buccaneer, happened to be Vane’s 
Acquaintance ; he thought this a good Opportu¬ 
nity to get off, and accordingly apply’d to his old 
Friend-, but Ire abfolutely refufed him, faying to 
him, Charles, I (han’t truft you aboard rtfif Ship , itn- 
lefs Icarty you a Prifoner, for I fhall have you cabaNltfy 
with my Men , block me in the Heady and run away with 
my ‘'hip a-pyrating. Vane made all the Proteftetions. 
of Honour in the World to him- but it feentf 
Captain Holford was too intimately acquainted 
with him, to repole any Confidence at all in his 
Words or Oaths. He told him, he might eaflly find 
aWay to get off, if he had a Mind to it: lam novo go¬ 
ing down the Bay, fays he, and fhall return hither , in about 
a Month ; and if 1 find you upon the Jfiand when 1 come 
hack. I'll carry you to Jamaica and hang you. Which 
Way can I get away ? Anfwers Vane. Are there not 
Fifiiermen’s Dories upon the Beach ? can’t you take one of 
them ? Replies Holford. What , fays Vane, would you 
have me fteal a Dory then ? Do you make it a Matter of 
Confciencc? Said Holford again, to fieal a Dory , when 
you have been a common Robber and Byrate, ftealing Ships 
and Cargoes, and plundering all Mankind that fell in 

your Way ? Stay there and be d- - -nd, if you are fo 

Squeamijh ‘ And fb left him. 

After Captain Halford s Departure, another Ship 
put in to the fame Wand in her Way home, for 
Water • none of whole Company knowing Vane, 
he eafily palled upon them for another Man, and 
fo was flapped for the Voyage. One- would be apt 
to think that Vane was now pretty fafe, and likely 
to efcape the Fate which his Crimes had merited ; 
but here a crofs Accident happened, that waa Vane’s 

Ruin 

c 
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Ruin. Holford returning from the Bay, was met 
with by this Ship; the Captains being very well 
acquainted together, Holford was invited to dine 
aboard of him, which he did *, and as he patted a 
long to the Cabin, he chanced to caft his Eye down 
the Hold, and there faw Charles Vane at Work •, he 
immediately fpoke to the Captain, faying, Bo you 
know who you have got aboard here ? Why , lays he, / 
have flipped a Man at fuch an IJland , who was cap away 
in a trading Sloop, he feems to be a brisk Hand. I tell 
you, fays Captain Holford , it is Vane the notorious 
Tyrate. If it be him , replies the other, / won't keep 
him: Why then, fays Holford, til fend and take him 
aboard ', and Surrender him ^Jamaica. Which being 
agreed to, Captain Holford, as loon as he returned 
to his Ship, lent his Boat with his Mate armed, 
who coming to Vane , Ihewed him a Piftol, and told 
him, he was his Prifoner \ which none oppofing, he 
was brought aboard and put in Irons; and when 
Captain Holford arrived at Jamaica , he delivered 
his old Acquaintance into the Hands ol Juftice 
at which Place he was tryed, convi&ed and exe¬ 
cuted, as was lome Time before Vane's Conlort, 
Robert Beal, brought thither by one of the Men of 
War. 



CHAP 




CHAP. VII. 

O F 

Captain John Rackam, 

And his C R E W. 

T HIS John Rackam as has been mentioned; 
in the laft Chapter, was Quarter-Mafterj 
to Fane's Company, till they were divided* 
and Vane turned out for refufing to board and fight, 
the French Man of War j then Rackam was votedj) 
Captain of that Divifion that remained in the Bri¬ 
gantine. The 24th of November 1718, was the firft 
Day of his Command, and his firft Cruize was 
among the Carribee JJlands, where he took and plun¬ 
der'd feveral Veflels. 

We have already taken Notice, that when Cap¬ 
tain Woodes Rogers went to the Ifland of Providence f 
with.the King’s Pardon to fuch as fhould Surren¬ 
der } this Brigantine which Rackam now command-^ 
cd, made its Efcape, through another Paflage, bid* 
ding Defiance to Mercy. 

To Windward of Jamaica, a Madera Man fell 
into the Pyrates Way, which they detained two 
or three Days, till they had made their Market out 
of her, and then gave her back to the Matter, and 
permitted one Hofca Tifdcl !, a Tavern-Keeper at 
Jamaica , who had been picked up in one of their 

Prizes, 
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Prizes, to depart in > her, fhe being then bound 
for that lfland. 

After this Cruize, they went into a fmall lfland 
and cleaned, and Ipent their Chriftmas afhore, drink¬ 
ing and caroufmg as long as they had any Liquor 
left, and then went to Sea again for more, where 
they fucceeded but too well, tho’ they took no 
extraordinary Prize, for above two Months, ex¬ 
cept a Ship laden with Thieves from Newgate , 
bound for the Plantations, which in few Days, was 
retaken with all her Cargo, by an Englifh Man 
of War. 

What became of Raclam after this, for above a 
twelve Month, I have not been able to dilcover ; ’ 
it is my Opinion, he was either chafed afhore, * 
by fome fuperiour Force, or caft by Diftrefs upon 
one of the fmall uninhabited-Iflands, where he re¬ 
mained till he found an Opportunity to get off; for 
I find him in Augufl 1720, upon the Coaft of Ja¬ 
maica, in a fmall Sloop, with a few Hands, fcour- 
ing the Harbours and Inlets' on the North and 
Weft Part of it, among the Filhermen and fmall 
Craft, which was but low Game for him to 
run at. , • 

In the Beginning of September , they took feven 
or eight Fifhing-Boots in Harbour IJland, ftole their 
INets and other Tackle, and then went off the 
French Part of Hifpaniola, and landed, and took 
Cattle away, with two or three French Men they 
found near the Water-Side, hunting of wild Hogs 
in the Evening : The French Men came 011 Board, 
whether by Confent or Compulfion, I can’t fay. 
They afterwards plundered two Sloops, and re¬ 
turned to Jamaica, on the North Coaft of which 
lfland, near Porto Maria Bay, they took a Scooner, 
Thomas Spenlow Mafter ; it was then the 19th of 
Ottober. The next Day, Raclam feeing a Sloop in 
Dry Harbour Bay, he flood in, and fired a Gun ; 

H the 
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the Men all run afhore, and he took the Sloop 
and Lading, but when thole alhore found.them to be 
Pyiates, they hailed the Sloop, and let them know 
they were all willing to come aboard of them. 

Rackanis coafting the Ifland in this Manner, pro. 
ved fatal to him, for Intelligence came to the Go. 
vernor, of his Expedition, by a Canoa which he 
had furprized alhore, in Ocho Bay; upon which a 
Sloop was immediately fitted out, and font round 
the llland, in queft of him, commanded by Cap. 
tain Bamet, with a good Number of Hand*.* 
cltam rounding the llland, and drawing near the 
Weftermoft Point, called Point Negril , fkw a finall 
Pettiauger, which at fight of the Sloop, went 
alhore and landed her Men; when one of them 
hailed her, Anfwer was made, They were Englift 
Men, and defired the Pettiauger’s Men to come ou 
Board, and drink a Bowl of Punch, which they 
were prevailed upon to do ; accordingly the Com. 
pany came all aboard of the Pyrate, confining of 
nine Perfons, in an ill Hour; they were arm’d 
with Muskets and Cutlaihes, but, what was their 
real Defign by fo doing, I lhall not take upon me 
to lay; but they had no fooner laid down, their 
Arms, and taken up their Pipes, but Barnet’s Sloop, 
which was in Purfuit of Rackams, came in Sight, 

The Pyrates finding Ihe Hood direftly towards 
her, fear’d the Event, and weighed, their Anchor, 
which they but lately let go, and flood off: Cap¬ 
tain Barnet gave them Chace, and having the Ad¬ 
vantage of little Breezes of Wind, which blew.off 
the Land, came up with her, and, after a very 
fmall Difpute, took her, and brought her into fort 
Royal , in Jamaica. 

In about a Fortnight after the Prifoners! were 
In ought alhore, viz.. November \ 6 , -T720, a Court 
of Admiralty was held at St. Jagode UKigaJx- 
fore wh:ch the following Perfons were couvijuf^ 
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and Sentence of Death paffed upon them, by the 
Prefident, Sir Nicholas Laws, viz.. John Rackam Cap¬ 
tain, George Fetherfion Matter, Richard. Corner Quarter- 
Matter, John Davis, John h owell , Patrick Carty, 'Tho¬ 
mas Early James Dobbin and Noah Harwood. The 
firft five were executed the next Day at Gallows 
Pointy at the Town of Port Royal, and the reft, the 
Day after, at King ft on ; Rackam, Eitherfton and Corner, 
were afterwards taken down and hang’d up in 
Chaiqs, one at Plumb Point, one at Bujh Key, and 
the other at Gun Key. 

But what was very furprizing, was, the Co;i- 
viftion of the nine Men that came aboaid the 
Sloop the fame Day Ihe was taken. They were 
try’d at an Adjournment of the Court, on the 24th 
January, waiting all that Time, it is fuppofed, for 
Evidence, to prove the pyratical Intention of go¬ 
ing aboard the laid Sloop; for it feems there war. 
no Aft of Pyracy committed by them, after tln'ir 
coming on Board, as appeared by the Witneiie'' 
againft them, who were two French Men taken bv 
Rackam, off from the Ifland of Hifvaniola, and de- 
pofed in the following Manner. 

i That the Prifoners at the Bar, viz. . John Eaten, 

* Edward Warner , Thomas Baker , Thomas Quick, Join 

* Cole, Benjamin Palmer , Walter Roufe, John Hanft.::. 

* and John Howard came aboard the Pyrate’s Sloop 

* at Negril Point , Rackam fending his Canoe aii, ; c 

* for that Purpol'e: That they brought Guns a; d 

* Cutlalhes on Board with them : That when Cap* 

* tain Barnet chafed them, fome were drinkh r. 

* and others walking the Deck : That there w«>s > 

* great Gun and a fmall Arm fired by the Fyo.: c 

* Sloop, at Captain Barnet's Stoop, when he chafi d 

* her; and that when Captain Barnet’s Sloop hre.i 

* at Raclam's Sloop, the Prifoners at the Bar we 

* down under Deck. That during the Time Cap* 
‘ tain Barnet chalH them, fome of the Prifoi 011 

Hi at 
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* at the Bar (but which of them he could not tellj 

* helped to row the Sloop, in order to efcape from 
4 Barnet: That they all feemed to be contorted to- 

* gether. 

This was the Subftance of all that was evidenced 
againft them, the Prifoners anfwered In their De¬ 
fence, 4 That they had no Witnefles: That they 
‘ had bought a Pettiauger in order to go aTurtle- 

* ing-, and being at Negril Pointy and juft got alhcke, 

* they law a Sloop with a white Pendant coming 

* towards them, upon which they took their Arms, 

4 and hid themfelves in the Bullies j That one of 

* them hail’d the Sloop, who anfwer’d, They roen* 
4 Englilh Men , and defired them all to come aboard. 
4 and drink a Bowl of Punch , which they at firft 
4 refilled, but alterwards with much Perfwalicm, 

4 they went on Board, in the Sloop’s Canoe, and 
4 left their own Pettiauger at Anchor: That they 
4 had been but a lliort Time on Board, when Cap- 
4 tain Barnet's Sloop heaved in Sight: That Racluni 
4 ordered them to help to weigh the Sloop’s An- 
4 chor immediately, which they all refufed : Tta&- 
4 Rackam uled violent Means to oblige them; and 
4 that when Captain Barnet came up with them,v 
4 they all readily and willingly fubmitted. 

When the Prifoners were taken from the Bar, 
and the Perfons prefent being withdrawn, the 
Court conlidered the Prifoners Cafe, and the Ma¬ 
jority of the Commillioners being of Opinion, 
that they were all Guilty of the Pyracy and Fe¬ 
lony they were charged with, which was, the go¬ 
ing over with a pyratical and felonious Intent to John Ra : 
ckam, &c. then notorious Pyratesy and by them known 
to be foy they all received Sentence of Death \ 
which'every Body muft allow proved fomewfi&t 
unlucky to the poor Fellows. 

, On the' 17%h of February , John Eaton , Thomas Quia 
.an^l Baker, were executed at G allows, 
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at Port Royal, and the next Day John Cole, John How- 
ward and Benjamin Palmer, were executed at Kingftony 
whether the other three were executed afterwards, 
or not, I never heard. 

>"Two other Pyrates were try’d that belonged to 
Rackam's Crew, and being convifted, were brought 
up, and asked if either of them had any Thing to 
fay, why Sentence of Death fhould not pafs upon 
them, in like Manner as had been done to all the 
reft } and both of them pleaded their Bellies, be¬ 
ing quick with Child, and pray’d that Execution 
might be flay’d, whereupon the Court parted Sen¬ 
tence, as in Cafes of Pyracy, but ordered them 
back} till a proper Jury ftiould be appointed to en¬ 
quire into the Matter. 



like L I FE ^ Mary Re ad. 

N OW we are to begin a Hiftory, full of fur- 
prizing Turns and Adventures •, I mean, that 
of Mary Read, and Ann Bonny, alias Bonn, which 
were the true Names of thefe two Pyrates •, the 
odd Incidents of their rambling Lives, are fuch,‘ 
that fome may be tempted to think the whole 
Story no better than a Novel or Romance} but 
fince it is fupported by many thoufand Witnefles, 
1 mean the People of Jamaica, who were prelent 
at their Tryals, and heard the Story of their Lives, 
upon the firft dilcovery of their Sex } the Truth of 
it, can be' no more contefted, than that there were 
firch Men in the World, as Roberts and Black-beard , 
who were Pyrates. 



"jj 8 Of Mary Read . 

Mary Read was born in England, her Mother was 
•married young, to a Man who ufed the-Sea, who. 
going a Voyage foon after their Marriage, left her 
with Child, which Chill prov’d t-> be a Boy. As 
to the Husband, whether he was caft away, or 
died in his Voyage, Mary Read could not tell •, but 
however, he never returned more neverthelels, 
the Mother, who was young and airy, met with 
an Accident, which has often happen’d to Women 
who are young, and do not take a great deal of 
Care •, which was, Ihe foon proved with Child 
again, without a Husband to Father it, but how, 
or by whom, none but herfelf could tell, for Ihe 
carried a pretty good Reputation amc. g her Neighs 
bourr. Finding her Burthen grow, in order to 
conceal her Shame, fhe takes a formal Leave of her 
Husbands Relations, giving out,, that fhe went to 
five with fome Friends of her .own, in the Country:* 
Accordingly Ihe went way, and carried with her, 
her young Son, at this Time, not a Year old: Soon 
after her Departure her Sou died, but Providence 
in Return, was pleafed to give her a Girl in his 
Room, of which fhe was fafely delivered, in her 
Retreat, and this was our Alary Read. 

Here the Mother liv’d three or four Years, till 
what Money fhe had was almoft gone ^ then fh^ 
thought of returning to Lcj/idon , and confidering 
that her Husband’s Mother was in fome Circum¬ 
stances, fhe did not doubt but to prevail upon her, 
to provide! for the Child, if fhe could but pafs it 
npon her for the fame, but the changing a Girl 
into a Boy, feem’d a difficult Piece of Work, and 
how to deceive an experienced old Woman, in fuclj 
a Point, was altogether as impoffible-, however, 
fhe ventured to drefs it up, as a Boy, brought 
it to Town, and prefented it to her Mother in Law, 
as her Husband’s Son • the old Woman would have 
tnjven it, to haye bred it up, but the Mother pre¬ 
tended 
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tended it would break her Heart, to part with it; 
4b it wasagreed betwixt them, that the Child ihould 
live with the Mother, and the fuppofed Grand¬ 
mother ihould allow a Crown a Week for it’s 
Maintainance. 

Thus the Mother gain’d her Point, ihe bred up 
her Daughter as a Boy, and when Jhe grew up 
to fome Senfe, ihe thought proper to let her into 
the Secret of her Birth, to induce her to conceal 
her Sex. It happen’d that the Grandmother died, 
by which Means the Subliftance that came from 
that Quarter, ceas’d^ and they were more and more 
reduced in their Circumftances •, wherefore ihe was 
obliged to put her Daughter out, to wait on a 
French Lady, as a Foot-boy, being now thirteen 
Years of Age: Here ihe did not live long, for 
grbwing bold and ftrong, and having alfo a roving 
Mind, ihe entered her felf on Board a Man of War, 
where ihe ferved fome Time, then quitted it, 
went over to Flanders, and carried Arms in a Re¬ 
giment of Foot, as a Cadet -, and tho’ upon all A&ions, 
ihe behaved herielf with a great deal of Bravery, 
yet ihe could not get a Com million, they being gene¬ 
rally bought and iold • therefore ihe quitted the 
Service, and took on, in a Regiment of Horfe ihe 
behaved io well, in feveral Engagements, that ihe 
got the Rfteem of all her Officers ; but her Com¬ 
rade, who was a Fleming, happening to be a handfome 
young Fellow, ihe falls in Love with him, and, 
from that Time, grew a little more negligent in 
her Duty, io that, it ieems, Mars and Venus could 
not be ferved at the fame Time ■, her Arms and 
Accoutrements which were always kept in the 
Left Order, were quite neglefted’tis true, when 
her Comrade was ordered out upon a Party, ihe 
uled to go without being commanded, and fre¬ 
quently run hdrfelf into Danger, where ihe had 
no Biifipefs, only t.o be near him j the reft of the 

H 4 Troop- 



ijo Of Mary. Read . 

Troopers little fufpefting the lecret Caule which 
moved her to this Behaviour, fancied hereto be 
mad, and her Comrade himfelf could not account 
for this ftrange Alteration, in her, butLovfcis In¬ 
genious, and as they lay in the fame Tent, and 
were cor ftanfly together, fhe found "a'Way-of lot¬ 
ting him difcover her Sex, without appearing that 
it was done with Defign. 

He was much furprized at what he found out,’ 
and not a little pleafed, taking it for granted, that 
he fhould have a Miftrefs folely to himfelf, which 
is an unufual Thing in a Camp, fince there is fcarce 
one of thofe Campaign Ladies, that is ever True 
to a Troop or Company ; lo that he thought of 
nothhig but gratifying his Palfions with very lit- - 
tie Ceremony ; but he found himfelf ftrangely mi- 
flaken, for fhe prov’d very referved and modeft, 
and refilled all his Temptations, and at the fame 
Time was fo obliging and inlinuating in her Car* 
riage, that fhe quite changed his Purpofe, fb far 
from thinking of making her his Miflrefs, he 
now courted her for a Wife. 

This was the utmoft Wifh of her Heart, in Ihort^ 
they exchanged Promiles, and when the Campaign 
was over, and the Regiment march’d into Winter 
Quarters, they bought Womens Apparel for her, 
withfuch Money as they could make up betwixt 
them, and were publickly married. 

The Story of two Troopers marrying each other,’ 
jnade a great Noife, fb that feveral Officers were; 
drawn by Curiofity to affift at the Ceremony, and 
they agreed among themfelves, that every one of 
them fhould make a fmall P-relent to the Bride, 
towards Houle-keeping, in corjfideration of her 
having been their .fellow Soldier. Thus being let 
up, they feemed to have a Delire of quitting the 
Service, and fettling in the World-, the Adventure 
of their Love and Marriage* had gain’d them lb 

much 
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much Favour, that they ealily obtain’d their Dif- 
charge, and they immediately fet up an Eating 
Houfe, or Ordinary, which was the Sign of the 
Three Horfe-Shoes, near the Caftle in Breda, where 
they foon run into a good Trade, a great many 
Officers eating with them eonftantly. 

But this Happinefs lafted not long, for the Hus¬ 
band foon died, and the Peace of Refwick being 
concluded, there was no Relort of Officers to Breda, 
as ufual ; fo that the Widow having little or no 
Trade, was forced to give up Houfe-keeping, and 
her Subftance being by Degrees quite fpent, fhe 
again aflumes her Man’s Apparel, and going into 
Holland, there takes on in a Regiment of Foot, 
quarter’d in one of the Frontier Towns ; Here 
fhe did not remain long, there was no likelihood 
of Preferment in Time of Peace, therefore fhe took_- 
a Refolution of feeking her Fortune another Way, 
and withdrawing from the Regiment, fhips her- 
felf on Board of a VelTel bound for the Weft-Indies . 

It happen’d this Ship was taken by Englijh Py- 
rates, and Mary Read being the only English Per- 
fbn on Board, they kept her amongft them, and 
having plundered the Ship, let it go again •, after 
following this Trade for fome Time, the King’s 
Proclamation came out, and was publifh’d in all 
Parts of the Weft-Indies, for pardoning foch Py- 
rates, who ffiould voluntarily furrender themfelves 
by-ascertain Day, therein mentioned. The Crew 
of Mary Read, toqk the Benefit of this Proclama¬ 
tion,'and having fur render’d, liv’d quietly on Shore; 
but Money beginning ■ to grow • fhort, and hearing 
that‘Captain Woods Rogers, Governor of the Ifland 
of Providence, was fitting out fome Privateers, to 
cruife againft the Spaniards, fhe, with leveral others, 
embark’d for that Ifland, in order to go upon the 
• privateering Account, being refolved to make her 


Fortuny one Way op other. 


Thefe 
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Thefe Privateers were no looner fail’d out, but 
the Crews of lome of them, who had been pardo-* 
ned, role againft their Commanders, and turn’d 
themlelves to tliefr old Trade: In this Number 
was Maty Read. It fc true, Ihe often declared, that 
the Life of a Pyrate was what Ihe always abhor’d, 
and went into it only upon Compulfion, both this 
Time, and before, intending to quit it, whenever 
a fair Opportunity fhould offer it felf j yet fbme of 
the Evidence againft her, upon her Tryal, who 
were forced Men, and had fail’d with her, depolecf 
upon Oath, that in Times of Aftion, no Perfoit 
amongft them was more refolute, or ready to 
Board, or undertake any Thing that was hazardous, 
as Ihe and Ann Bonny y and particularly at the Time 
they vvere attack’d and taken, when they came 
to clofe Quarters, none kept the Deck except 
Mary Read, and Ann Bonny , and one more; up¬ 
on which, ihe, Mary Read , called to thole under 
Deck, to come up and fight like Men, and finding 
they did not ftir, fired her Arms down the Hold 
amongft them, killing one, and wounding others. 

This was part of the Evidence againft her, which 
Ihe denied •, which, whether true or no, thus much 
is certain, that fixe did not want Bravery, nor in¬ 
deed, wgs ihe lefs remarkable for her Modefty, 
according to her Notions of Virtue: Her Sex was 
not lb much as fu(petted by any Perlon on Board, 
till Ann Bonny , who was not altogether lb referv’d 
in poirit of Chaftity, took a particular liking to 
her \ in ihort, Ann Bonny took her for a handfome 
young Fellow, and for lome Realbns beft known to 
herfelf, firft difcovered her Sex to Mary Read \ Mary 
Read knowing what ihe would be at, and being 
very fenfible of her own Incapacity that Way, was 
forced to come to a right Underiianding with her, 
and fo to the great Difappointment of Ann Bonny, 
fhelet her know ihe was a Woman alfo; but this 

Inti- 
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Intimacy fo difturb’d Captain Rackam, who was the 
Lover and Gallant of Ann Bonny, that he grew, 
fiurioufly jealous, fo that he told Ann Bonny, he 
would cut her new Lover’s Throat, therefore, to. 
quiet him, {he let him into the Secret alii). 

Captain Raritan, (as he was enjoin’d,) kept the 
Thing a Secret from all the Ships Company, yet, 
notwithftanding all her Cunning and Referve, Love 
found her out in this Difguife, and hinder’d her 
from forgetting her Sex. In their Cruize they took 
a great Number of Ships belonging to Jamaica, 
and other Parts of the Weft-Indies, bound to, and 
from England and when ever they met a good 
A rtift, or other Perfon, who might be of any great 
Ufe to their Company, if He was not willing to 
enter, it was their Cuftom to keep him by Force. 
Among thele was a young Fellow, of a moft ingage- 
ing Behaviour, or, at leaft, he was fo in the Eyes 
of Mary Read, who became fo fmitten with his 
Perfon and Addrefs, that ihe could neither reft. 
Night or Day but as there is nothing more inge¬ 
nious tfian Love, it was no hard Matter for her, 
who had before been practiced in thefe Wiles, to 
find a Way to l?t him difcover her Sex : Shp .firft 
iufinuated her felf into his liking, by talking againft 
the Life of a Pyrate, which he was altogether averfe 
to, fo they became Mefs-Mates,and ftrift Companions: 
When fhe found he had a Friendfhip for her, as a 
Man, fhe fuffered the Difcovery to be made, by 
carelefly fhewing her Breafts, which were very 
White.' 

The young Fellow, who was made of Flefh and 
Blood, had his Curioiity and Defire fb rais’d by 
this Sight, that he never ceas’d importuning her, 
till fhe confefs’d what fhe was. Now begins the 
Scene of Love j as he had a Liking and Efteem for 
her, under her fuppofed Character, it was now 
fum’d into Fondnefs and Defirej her Paftion was 

no 
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no dels violent than his, and perhaps fhe exprefs’d 
it, by one of the moft generous Aftions that ever 
Love infpired. It happened this young Fellow had 
a Quarrel with one ol the Pyrates, and their Ship 
then lying at Anchor, near one of the Iflands, 
they had appointed to so afhore and fight, accor¬ 
ding to the Cuftom of' the Pyrates : Mary Read, 
was to the laft Degree uneafy and anxious, for the 
Fate of her Lover ; fhe would not have had him 
refiife the Challenge, becaufe, fhe could not beat’ 
the Thoughts of his being branded with Ccwardife; 
on the other Side, fhe dreaded the Event, and ap¬ 
prehended the Fellow might be too hard for him : 
When Love once enters into the Breads of one', 
who has any Sparks of Generofity, it ftirs the 
Heart up to the mod noble A&ions in this Dilem¬ 
ma flie fhew’d, that d.e fear’d more for his Life 
than fhe did for her own for fhe took a Refolution 
of quarreling wirh this Fellow her telf, and ha¬ 
ving challenged him afhore, fhe appointed the 
Time two Hours fooner than that when he was 
to meet her Lover, where fhe fought him at Sword 
and Pidol, and killed him upon the Spot. 

fe # true, fhe had fought before, when fhe had 
been infulted by feme of thofe Fellows, but now 
it was altogether in her Lover’s Caufe, fhe flood 
as it were betwixt h : m and Death, as if fhe could 
not live without him. If he had no regard for her 
before, this Attion would have bound him to her 
for ever - but there was no Occaflon for Ties or 
Obligations, his Inclination towards her was fuffici- 
enty in fine,'they applied their Troth to each 
other, width Mary Read Laid, fhe look’d upon to be 
as good a Marriage, in Confidence, as if it had 
been done by a' Minifter in Church and to this 
was owing her great B’elly, which fhe pleaded to 
five her Life. 


She 
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She declared Ihe had never cordmitted Adultery 
or Fornication with any Man, {he commended the 
Juftice of the Court, before which {he was tried, for 
diftinguilhing the Nature of their Crimes ; her Hus¬ 
band, as {he call’d him, with feveral others, being 
acquitted •, and being ask’d, who he was ? ihe would 
not tell, but, faid he was an honeft Man, and had 
no Inclinatipns to fuch Practices, and that they 
had both relblved to leave the Py rates, the fir ft 
Opportunity, and apply themfelves to fome ho¬ 
neft Livelihood. , 

It is no doubt, but many had Companion for her, 
yet the Court could not avoid finding her Guilty 
for among other Things, one of the Evidences 
againft her, depofed, that being taken by Rackam, 
and detain’d fome Time on Board, he fell accident¬ 
ally into Difcourfe with Mary Read, whom he ta¬ 
king for a young Man, ask’d her, what Pleafure ihe 
could have in being concerned in fuch Enterprlzes, 
where her Life was continually in Danger, by 
Fire or Sword; and not only io, but Ihe muft be 
fure of dying an ignominious Death, if {he fhould 

be taken alive?-She anfwer’d, that as to hangr 

ing, {he thought it no great Hardihip, for, were it 
not for that, every cowardly Fellow would turn 
Pyrate, and fo infeft the Seas, that Men of Courage 

muft ftarve:-That if it were put to the Choice 

of the Py rates, they would not have the Punifh- 
ment lefs than Death, the Fear of which, kept 
lome daftardy Rogues honeft; that many of thole 
who are now cheating the Widows and Orphans, 
and oppreiling their poor Neighbours, who have 
no Money to obtain Juftice, would then rob at Sea, 
and the Ocean would be crowded with Rogues, 
like the _Land, and no Merchant would venture 
out; fo that the Trade,-in a little Time, would 
not be worth following. 


Being 
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Being found quick with Child, as has been db 2 
ferved, her Execution was relpited, and it is pof- 
fible Ihe would have found Favour, but ihe was 
feiz’d with a violent Feaver, foon after her Tryal, 
of which ihe died in Prifon. 



The LIFE of Anne Bonny. 

r A S we have been more particular in the 
jf'L Lives of thefe two Women, than thole of 
other Py rates, it is incumbant on us, as a faithful 
Hiftorian, to begin with their Birth. Anne Bonny 
was born at a Town near. Cork , in the Kingdom of 
Ireland, her Father being an Attorney at LaWj 
but Anne was not one of his legitimate Iflue, which 
leems to crofs an old Proverb, which fays, that Ba- 
fiards have the heft Luck. Her Father was a married 
Man, and his Wife having been brought to Bed, 
contracted an Illnefs in her lying in, and in order 
to recover her Health, ihe was adviled to remove 
for Change of Air \ the Place ihe chole, was a few 
Miles diftance from 'her Dwelling, where her Hus¬ 
band’s Mother liv’d. Here ihe fojourn’d fome Time, 
her Husband flaying at Home, to follow his Af¬ 
fairs. The Servant-maid, whom ihe left to look 
after the Houle, and attend the Family, being a 
handlome young Woman, was courted by a young 
Man of the fame Town, who was a Tanner • this 
Tanner uled to take his Opportunities, when the 
Family was out of the Way, of coming to purlfte 
his Courtihip} and being with the Maid one Day, 
as ihe was employ’d in the Houlhold Bufir.efs; not 

having 
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having'the Fear of God before his Eyes, he takes 
his Opportunity, when her Back was turn’d, of 
whiping three Silver Spoons into his Pocket. The 
Maid foon mifs’d the Spoons, and knowing that 
no Body had been in the Room, but her felf and 
the young Man, fince (he faw them laft, fhe charg¬ 
ed him with taking them - he very ftifly denied it, 
upon which flie grew oufragious, and threatned to 
go to a Conftable, in order to carry him before a 
Juftice of Peace: Thefe Manaces frighten’d him out 
of his Wits, well knowing he could not ftand 
Search •, wherefore he endeavoured to pacify her, 
by deliring her to examine the Drawers and other 
Places, and perhaps ihe might find them , in this 
Time he flips into another Room, where the Maid 
ufualiy lay, and puts the Spoons betwixt the 
Sheets, and then makes his Efcape by a back Door, 
concluding ihe muft find them, when ihe went to 
Bed, and io next Day he might pretend he did it 
■ only to frighten her, and the Thing might be 
laugh’d off, for a Jeft. 

As loon as ihe mifs’d him, ihe gave over her 
Search, concluding he had carried them off, and 
went direftly to the Conftable, in order to have him 
apprehended: The young Man was inform’d, that 
a Conftable had been in Search of him, but he 
regarded it but little, not doubting but all would 
be well next Day. Three or four Days pafs’d, and 
ftill he was told, the Conftable was upon the Hunt 
for him \ this made him lye conceal’d, he could 
not comprehend the Meaning of it, he imagined 
polefs, than that the Maid had a Mind to convert 
the Spoons to her own Ufe, and put the Robbery 
upon him. 

It happen’d, at this Time, that the Miftrefs be¬ 
ing perfectly recover’d of her late Indifpofition, 
was return’d Home, in Company with her Mother 
in Law : the-firft News Ihe heard, was of the Lois 

of 
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of the Spoons, with the Manner how ; the Maid 
telling her, at the fame Time, that 'the young Man 
was run away. The young Fellow had Intelligence 
of the Miftrefs’s Arrival, and confidering with 
himftflr, that he could never appear again in his 
Bufmefs, unlefs this Matter was got over, and foe 
being a good natured Woman, he took a Relblution 
of going dire&ly to her, and of telling her the 
whole Story, only with this difference/ that he 
did it for a Jeft. 

The Miftrels could fcarce believe it, however, 
foe went direttly to the Maid’s Room, and turn¬ 
ing down the Bed Cloaths, there, to her great 
Surprize, found the three Spoons*, upon this foe 
delired the young Man to go Home and mind 
his Bufinefs, for he foould have, no Trouble 
about it. 

The Miftrefs could not imagine the Meaning of 
this, foe never had found the Maid guilty of any 
pilfering, and therefore it could not enter her 
Head, that foe deftgned to fteal the Spoons her- 
lelf} upon the whole, foe concluded the Maid had 
■not been in her Bed, from the Time the Spoon's 
were mifs’d, foe grew immediately jealous upon it, 
and fufpefted, that the Maid fupplied her Place 
with her Husband, during her Ahfence, and this 
was.the Reafon why the Spoons were no fooner 
found. 

She call’d to Mind feveral A&ions of Kindnefs, 
her Husband had foew’d the Maid, Things that 
pafs’d unheeded by, when they happen’d, but now 
llie had got that Tor men ter, Jealoufy, in her Head, 
amounted to Proofs of their Intimacy ; anothef Cifr- 
cumftance which ftrengthen’d the whole, was, that 
the’ her Husband knew foe was to come Home 
that Day, and had had no Communication with 
,n four Months, which was before her laft 
Lying in, yet he took an Opportunity of going out 

of 
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of Town that Morning, upon iome flight Pretence : 

-AH thefe Things put together,, confirm’d her 

in her Jealoufly. 

As Women feldom forgive.Injuries of this Kind, 
ihe thought of diicharging her Revenge upon the 
Maid: In order to this, fhe leaves the Spoons where 
ihe found them, and orders the Maid to put clean 
Sheets upon the Bed, telling her, ihe intended to 
lye there her ielf that Night, becauie her Mother 
in Law was to lye in her Bed, and that ihe fthe 
Maid) rauft lye in another Part of the Houle \ the 
Maid in making the Bed, was furprized with the 
Sight of the Spoons, but there were very good 
Reaibns, why it was not proper for her to tell 
where ihe found them, therefore ihe takes them 
up, puts them in her Trunk, intending to leave 
them in iome Place, where they might be found 
by Chance. 

The Miftrefs, that every Thing might look to 
be done without Defign, lyes that Night in the 
Maid’s Bed, little dreaming of what an Adventure 
it would produce: After ihe had been a Bed iome 
Time, thinking on what had pafs’d, for Jealoufey 
kept her awake, ihe heard iome Body enter the 
Room \ at firft Hie apprehended it to be Thieves, 
and was fo frightned, ihe had not Courage enough 
to call out} but when ihe heard thefe Words, Mary, 
are you awake? She knew it to be her Husband’s 
Voice •, then her Fright was over, yet ihe made no 
Anfwer, leaft he ihould find her out, if ihe fpoke, 
therefore ihe reiblv’d to counterfeit Sleep, and take 
what follow’d. 

The Husband came to Bed, and that Night 
play’d the vigorous Lover •, but one Thing fpoil’d 
the Diverfion on the Wife’s Side, which was, 
the Refleftion that it was not defign’d for her $ 
however ihe was very pafiive, ar.d bore it like a 
Chriftian. Early before Day, ihe fiole out of 
} I Bed, 
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V ’ 1, leaving h : m afleep, and went to her Mpther 
in T aw, telling her what had pafs’d, not forgeting 
fyow.he had ufed her, as taking her for the Maid*, tne 
Husband alfo ftole out, not thinking it convenient 
to be match’d in that Room •, in the mean Time* the 
Revenge of the Miftrefs was ftrongly againft the 
7 laid, and without cpnjiderijig, that to her {he ow’d 
ie Dlverfion of the Night before, and that one 
good Turn fhould deferve another •, {he lent for 
a Conftable, and charged her with ftealing the 
Spoons: The Maid’s Trunk was broke open, and 
the Spoons found," upon which {lie was carried be¬ 
fore a Juftice of P<;ace, and by him committed 
to Goal. 

The Husband loiter’d about till twelve a Clock 
at Noon, then comes Home, pretending he was 
juft come to Town ^ as foon as he heard what had 
palled, in Relation to the Maid, he fell into a great 
paftion againft the Wife \ this Cet the Thing into ft 
greater Flame, the Mother takes the Wife’s Part 
againfj her own Son, infomuch that the Quarrel 
increafing, the Mother and Wife took Hqr{p im¬ 
mediately, and went back to the Mother’s Houfe, 
pnd the Husband and Wife never bedded toge¬ 
ther after. 

The Maid lay along Time in the Prifon, it being 
near half a Year to the Aftizes-, but before it hap¬ 
pened, it was difcovered {he was with Child •, when* 
ihe was arraign’d at the Bar, {he was difcharged far 
wgnt of Evidence ^ the Wife’s Confcience touch’d 
ier, and as ihe did not believe the Maid Guilty 
pf any Theft, except that of Love, {he did not 
appear againft her i foon after her Acquittal, {he 
was delivered of p Girl. 

But what alarm’d the Husband moft, was, that 
it was difcovered the Wjfe was with Child alfo, 
be taking it for granted, he had had no Intimacy 
^’kh her, fince her laft lying in, grew jealous of 

her, 
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her, in his Turn, and made this a Handle to jufti- 
fie himfelf, for his Ufage of her, pretending now 
be had fufpefted her long, but that here was 
Proof Ihe was delivered of Twins, a Boy and 
a Girl. 

The Mother falling ill, font to her Son to recon¬ 
cile him to his Wife, but he would not hearken to 
itj wherefore Ihe made a Will, leaving all Ihe had 
in the Hands of certain Truftees, for the Ufe 
of the Wife and two Children lately born, and 
died a few Days after. 

This was an ugly Turn upon him, his greatefe 
Dependance being upon his Mother j however, 
his Wife was kinder to him than he deferved, 
for Ihe made him a yearly Allowance out of what 
was left, tho’ they continued to live feparate: It 
Jafted near five Years •, at this Time having a great 
Affeftion for the Girl he had by his Maid, he had 
a Mind to take it Home, to live with him ; but as 
.nil the Town knew it to be a Girl, the better to 
diiguife the Matter from them, as well as from his 
Wife, he had it put in Breeches, as a Boy, pre¬ 
tending it was a Relation’s Child he was to breed 
up to be his Clerk. 

The Wife heard he had a little Boy at Home 
he was very fond of, but as Ihe did not know any 
Relation of his that had fuch a Child, fee em¬ 
ploy’d a Friend to enquire further into it ^ this 
Perfon by talking with the Child, found it to be a 
Girl, difcovered 'that the Servant-Maid was its 
Mother, and that the Husband hill kept up his 
•Correfpondence with her. 

Upon this Intelligence, the Wife being unwil¬ 
ling that her Children’s Money feould go towards 
the Maintenance of Baftards, hop’d the Allowance : 
The Husband inraged, in a kind of Revenge, takes 
the Maid home, and lives with her pubiickly, to 
the great Scandal of his Neighbours j but he foot 

I 2 found ' 
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found the bad Effect of it, for by Degrees he loft 
his Practice, fo that he faw plainly he could not 
Jive there, therefore he thought of removing, and 
turning what Effects he had into ready Money* 
Jie goes to Cork, and there with his Maid and 
Daughter, embarques for Carolina. 

At fir ft he followed the Practice of the Law in 
that Province, but afterwards fell into Merchan¬ 
dize, which proved more fuccesful to him, for he 
gained by it fufficient to purchafe a considerable 
Plantation: His Maid, who palled for his Wife, 
happened to dye, after which his Daughter, our 
j4nne Bonny , now grown up kept his Houfe. 

She was of a fierce and couragious Temper, 
wherefore, when fhe lay under Condemnation, 
feveral Stories were reported of her, much to her 
Difadvantage, as that fhe had kill’d an Englijh Ser¬ 
vant-Maid, once in her Fafiion with a Cafe-Knife, 
while fhe look’d after her Father’s Houfe; but 
upon further Enquiry, I found this Story to be 
groundlefs : It was certain fhe was fo Robuft, that 
once, when a young Fellow would have lain with 
her, againft her Will, fhe beat him fo, that he 
Jay ill of it a confiderable Time. 
f While fhe lived with her Father, fhe was look’cj 
• upon as one that would be a good Fortune, where¬ 
fore it was thought her Father expefbed a good 
Match for her-, "but fhe fpoilt all, for withQut 
his Content, fhe Marries a young Fellow, who be¬ 
longed to the Sea, and was not worth a Groat; 
which provoked her Father to fuch a Degree, 
that he turned her out of Doors, upon which the 
young Fellow who married her, finding himfelf 
difappointed in his Expe&ation, fhipped himfelf 
and Wife, for the IflancJ of Providence , expefting 
Employment there. 

Here fhe became acquainted with Rackam the. 
Fyrate, who making Courtfhi$>, to, her, foon found ’ 

' Means - 
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Means of withdrawing her Affe&ions from her 
Husband, fo that fhe confented to elope from him* 
and go to Sea with Rackain in Mens Cloaths : 
She was as good as hfer Word, and after, fhe had 
been at Sea fbme Tim?, fhe proved witfi Child, 
and beginning to grow big, Rackain landed her on 
the Iiland IpF Cuba-, and recommending her there, 
to lome Friends of his, they took Care of her, 
till ihe was brought to Bed: When fhe was up 
and well again, he feiit for her, to bear hint 
Company. 

. The King’s Prdclamation being duty for pardon¬ 
ing of Pyrates, he took the Benefit of it, and fur- 
• rendered •, afterwards being lent upon the priva¬ 
teering Account, he returned to his old Trade, a? 
has been already hinted, in the Story of Mary Read. 
In all thefe Expeditions, Anne Bonny bore him Com¬ 
pany, and when any Bufinefs was to be done in 
their Way, no Body was niore forward or coura- 
giouS than fhe, and particularly when they were 
taken ■, fhe and Mdry Read, with one more, were 
all the Perfons that durft keep the Deck, as has 
been before hintedi 

Her Father was known to a great many Gentle¬ 
men, Planters of Jamaica, who had dealt with h ; m^ 
and among Whom he had a good Reputation • and 
fome of them, who had been in Carolina , remem¬ 
ber’d to have feen her in his Houle; wherefore 
they were inclined to fhew her Favour, but the 
Aftion of leaving her Husband was an ugly Cir- 
cumftance againft her. The Day that Rackam was 
executed, by fpecial Favour, he was admitted to 
lee her *, but all the Cofnfort fhe gave him, was,- 
that flie was forty to fee hint there , but if he had fought 
like a Man , he need not have been bang'd like a Dog. 

She was continued in Prifbn, to the Time of 
her lying in, and afterwards reprieved from Time 
to Time"but What is become of her fince, we can- 

1 3 not 
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not tell only this we know, that was not 

executed. 

CHAP. VIII. 

O F 

Captain ENGLAND, 

And his Crew. 

E JDwa/d England was a Pyrate of confiderable 
Rank, he had the Command of a Sloop in 
the Weft-Indies, in the Year 1717, when 
the Money was ftole that had been fifhed up out 
of the Spanifly Wrecks. He was fome Time at Pro¬ 
vidence, but left it before the Arrival of Captain 
Rogers, and failed to the Coaft of Africa, where he 
took feveral Ships and Veffels, particularly the 
Cadogau Snow from Briftol, at Sierraleon, Captain 
Skinner \ who was in a barbarous and inhumane 
Manner murdered by Part of the Pyrate Crew, 
who the Voyage before had belonged to the {aid 
Skinner, and lerved on Board his Velfel; but fome 
Difference happening, the Captain thought fit to 
put them on Board of a Man of War, and at the 
lame Time refufed to pay them their Wages that 
was due. Thefe Men found Means to defert that 
Service in the Weft-Indies, and Ihipping themfelves 
in a Merchant Sloop, which was afterwards taken 
by Captain England, they entered with him. When 
the Pyrates made Prize of the C-Jgan Snow, they 

ordered 
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Ordered the Matter of her to come aboard in his 
Boat, which he did, and the Peribn that he fifft 
caft his Eye upon, proved to be his former Boat- 
fwain, who flared him in the Face like his evil 
GeniuS, and accoftedhim in the following Manner: 
Ah Captain Skinner ! Is it you ? The only Man 1 wijh'd 
to fee \ I am deeply in your Debt, and now I jhall pay you 
all iriyeitr own Coin. The poor Man trembled every 
Joint, when he found into what Company he had 
got, and dreaded the Event, which he had Reafon 
enough to do \ for the Boatfwain immediately 
called to his Conforts, laid hold of the Captain, 
and made him faft to the Windlefs, and there 
pelted him with empty Glafs Bottles, which broke 
upon his Body and cut him in a fad Manner • aftef- 
wards they whipp’d him about the Deck, till they 
were Weary, then told hith, becaufe he was a 
good Matter to his Men, he ttiould have an ealy 
Death, and £b fhot him thro’ the Head, and tumb¬ 
led him overboard into the Sea. The chief Mate 
of this Snow, was tfowel Davis , who is the Sub- 
jefl of the following Chapter. 

Captain England took a Ship, called the Pearl, 
Captain Tyzard, which he fitted up for his own 
Service, mounted her with 50 Guns, ar.d called 
her the Royal James , and with her took a great 
Number of Ships of all Nations, on the Coaft of 
Guiney , the Ifle of May, and the Cape de ford lflands-, 
from whence he went to the Weft-Indies again, but 
returned to the Coaft of Africa, in March following, 
1719, and in, and off the River Gambia , took the 
following Ships and Veffels. 

The Eagle Pink, Captain Riders Commander, 
belonging to Cod , taken the 25th of March, ha¬ 
ving 6 Guns and 17 Men on Board, leven of which 
turned Pyrates. 
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The Charlotte , Captain Oldfrn, of London, taken 
May the 26th, having 8 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 
13 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Sarah, Captain Stunt , of London , taken the 
27th of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 
3 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Bentworth, Captain Garner, of Brifiol , taken 
the 27th of of May, having 12 Guns and 30 Men 
on Board, 12 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Buck Sloop, Captain Sylvefter , of Gambia , 
taken the 27 of having 2 Guns and 2 Men on 
Board, and both turned Pyrates. 

The Carteret , Captain Sww, of London , taken the 
28th of May, having 4 Guns and j 8 Men on Board, 
5 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Mercury, Captain Maggott , of London, taken 
the 29th of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on 
Board, 5 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Coward Galley, Captain Creed , of London, 
taken the 17th of June, having 2 Guns and 13 Men 
on Board. 4 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Elizjtbeth and Katherine,- Captain Bridge, of 
Barbadoes, taken June the 27th, having 6 Guns and 
J4 Men on Board, 4 of which turned Pyrates. 

The three firft were fent away to Jamaica, Vir¬ 
ginia and Maryland, the two laft they detained, 
and all the reft they burnt. 

After the taking of thefe Prizes, they cleaned 
and ftaid fix or eight Weeks, purfuing their Di- 
verfions, which were not the moft commendable, 
and put to Sea again •, when they came out (as is 
the ufual Way with the Pyrates) they put it to a 
Vote which Way they fhould Sail, and the Majo¬ 
rity of the Company being for the Eajl-Indies, they 
fhap’d their Courfe for the Iftand of Madagafcar. 

They ftaid here only till they had cleaned and 
refitted their Ship and VeiTels, and got aboard a 

Stock 
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Stodk bf Provifions from the Natives, which they 
exchanged Goods for, and then proceeded to the 
Coaft of Malabar , where they cruifed for leveral 
Months. 

Malabar is a fine fruitful Country in the Eafi- 
Jndies , in the Empire of the Mogul, but immedia¬ 
tely Sub)eft to its own Princes •, it reaches from the 
Coaft of Canada, to Cape Comorin , which is between 
7°, 30, and 12 0 North Latitude *, and in about 
75 Degrees Eaft Longitude, counting from the 
Meridian of London . The old Natives are Pagans, 
but there are a great Number of Mahometans in¬ 
habiting among them, who are either Merchants 
or Pyrates, and all very Rich. Thefe PyrateS 
pay Allegiance and Taxes to thofe Indian Kings, 
whole Harbours they frequent, and they find Pro¬ 
tection as other People do •, and when any Prize 
is taken, the Merchants make no Scruple of buy-* 
ing their goods, and carrying on a Trade openly 
with them. On the lame Coaft, but in another 
Province to the Nonthward, lies Goa, Surat, Bombdy i 
.and leveral other Settlements belonging to the 
Englijh , Dutch and Portuguefe. 

Hither our Pyrates made their Voyage, which 
lomewhat impoverilli’d the Company, not having 
taken any Thing in a Run of about 3300 Leagues,, 
afmoft the Diftance of half the Globe • but were 
here rewarded for all their Labour, for they 
plunder’d the Country Ships, and traded with 
their own Merchants, and fometimes perhaps for 
their own Goods : They turned the belt Part of 
their Cargo into Diamonds and precious Stones, of 
which they had got a confiderable Quantity, and 
went back towards Madagafcar. 

Between the Northern Part oi the above Ifland^ 
and the Coaft of Zanquebar, lies a little llland 
Called 'Johanna , which our outward-bound Eaft- 
India Ships, at leaft, thofe who are bound for 

Surat 
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Sumt y and that Way, put in for Water and Rtf' 
frefhments *, hither England direfted his Courfe, 
in order to look into the Harbour, and chanced 
to fall in with two Eafi-India Ships of near 500 Tun 
Burthen, each, and thirty odd Guns} a Force fin- 
perior to them} however they hoifted their black 
Colours, and gave them Chafe. The India ShipS 
had no Bufinefs to fpeak with them, if they could 
help it, and therefore flood from the Pyrates with 
all the Sail they could make} but one of thertt 
(call the Cajfandra , in Honour of the Dutchefs of 
Cbandois , Captain Macbray Commander) failing heavy, 
the Pyrate Ship with 24 Guns came foon up with 
her, and engaged her ; whilft the other, which 
England the Commadore was on Board of, made 
after the Greenwich , Captain Kirby Commander. 
Macbray behaved himfelf very gallantly, and killed 
the Pyrate a great many Men, and would certain¬ 
ly have deftroyed him, had not England left the 
Greenwichy to fuccour his Confort} and had Kirby 
done the fame, and brought his Ship into the 
Engagement, the Ea(l-India Men would have been 
a Match fufficient for them } but Captain Kirby 
determined to take Care of one, and fo run away 
in a cowardly Manner. 

Both the Pyrate Ships fell upon the Cajfandra t 
whom fhe fought for fome Time, till finding her 
felf over-powered, and being near the Shore, fhe 
run in and grounded, and the Captain and all the 
Men efcaped to the Iiland, and fled up into the 
Woods, not caring to truft themfelves in the Hands 
of thofe, who are reftrained by no Laws, either hu¬ 
mane or divine. 

The Pyrates took Poflefiion of the Ship, and 
foon after received a Melfage from Captain Macb- 
ray, the Purport of which, was, to defire them to 
return his Ship to him, after they had plundered 
her of what they thought fit} which England was 

willing 
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willing to do, but puting the Queftion to a Vote, 
it paifed in the Negative among them ; however, 
they gave him their fmalleft Pyrate Ship, and 50 
Bales of Cloath, and the Captain and his Men 
came fafe in her to Bombay. 

The Pyrates went into Madagafcar , and refited 
the Cajfandra, which was pretty much torn in the 
Engagement, mounted 4 6 Guns aboard her, the 
Royal James having then 34-, .they flayed here till 
the Beginning of the new Year 1721, and then 
put to Sea, fleering their Courfe back to the 
Eaft-Indies , for the Gulph of Bengal. They came 
off our Company’s principal Settlement, at the 
Time that three flout Ships were ready for 
their Voyage to Europe, and cruiflng there lome 
Time, block’d up the Harbour •, till at length 
the India Men came to a Refolution to fight the 
Pyrates, and accordingly (ailed out: The Pyrates 
received them, and a lmall Skirmifh enfued, but 
the India Ships, as foon as they found they had 
got the Heels of the others, made thofe as ufe- 
ful as they could to them, and very gallantly ran 
away from the Rovers. 

From Fort St. George , England flood along the 
Coaft of Coromondel, and took two or three fmall 
Ships that were 'l'rading from Port to Port, to 
make up the Lading for the European Ships, They 
ranged from Coaft to Coaft, from the Ganges to 
the Straits of Malaca , and met with feveral Veflels 
with Mullins, Silks, and fuch like Wares, which 
they plundered to a vaft Quantity, then vilited 
the Coaft of Malabar , in their Way back, and re¬ 
turned to their Rendezvous at Madagafcar. 

It is to be obferved, that when the Captain and 
the Crew o ' the Cajfandra , arrived at Bombay , Mr. 
Ih'. the Governor there for the Eaft'India Com- 
pui.v di.pitched an Exprefs home of the Pro- 
cu u.ngs of thefe Pyrates, which procured four Men 
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of War to be lent after them, viz., two 60 Guii 
Ships, a 5c Gun Ship, and a 24 Gun Ship, which 
England had timely Notice of, by a fmalj Ship 
that accidently put into Madagafca? whilft he? 
was there. 

In the Beginning of September, he left the Ifland, 
but would not Venture to the Eaft-fndies again, 
but cruiled up and down among the Illands to the? 
Eaftward of Madagafcar, many hundred Leagues* 
and vifited feveral of them. At Mafcdrenas, or* 
(as the French call it) Bourbon, he faw a large Ship, 
ftt Anchor in the Bay, upon which they flood off 
all Day, and kept out of Sight. In the Evening, 
being well prepared for the Enterprise, they flood 
Into the Bay with a gentle Breeze of Wind, clap£ 
• the Ship aboard at once, and entered a hundred 
flout Felloes, with a Cutlalh, and a brace of Pi- 
ftoles each • and after a ihort Difpute, wherein 
twenty or thirty Men were killed, flie became 
their Prize : They turned the Prifone'rs down into' 
the Hold, cut the Prices Cables, and brbught her 
but that Night to Sea. This proved to be an ex¬ 
traordinary Purchafe to the Rovers, Ihe being a 
Portuguefe Man of War of 60 Guns, and, had on 
Board, Seamen, Paffengers and Negroes, in all, to' 
the Number of 1006 Men. She came from God 
tvith the Conde Ericeira, the Portugifefe Vice-Roy or 
the Indies , removed from his Government, for fbme 
Male Adminiftration, and was then going to Brafit, 
ivithall his Wealth, Servants and Attendants •, aa 
alfo the Archbiihop of Goa, but happened to be both 
afliore when they furpriz’d the Ship. 

They did not judge it convenient to return td 
their old Rendezvous With the Prize, becaufe it? 
was likely that the Men of War might call in 
there in their Way, which would not prove fd 
agreeable to them, therefore^ having Provifidntf 
and Water fufficient, they fleered atfatr for the* 

Maw 
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Main of Africa , and arrived at a little Place, call’d 
pelagoa, near the River dc Spiritu Satitto, on the 
Coaft of Monomotqpa , in about 16 0 South Latitude. 
They came too in the Evening, and was faluted 
from the Shore with a few Shot, which furprized 
the Pyrates, not imagining any Fortification to be 
there •, they anchored farther off for that Night, 
and perceiving in the Morning a lmall Fort of fix 
Guns, they run up to it and battered it down. 

This was a Settlement the Dutch had planted 
not many Months before, but never troubled 
themfelves about them afterwards, nor lent them 
any Relief \ there were i Men there at firft, but 
dwindled away by Sicknefs and Cafualties, fo that 
I judge that there’s hardly any of them left at this 
Time: Sixteen of them petitioned to be taken a- 
board the Pyrates, which, with fome Difficulty, 
was granted. 

There was found in this Ship fo great a Trea- 
fure, that it put the old Pyrates befide all 
Thoughts of purfuing any more fuch like Adven¬ 
tures } which, added to their former Plunder, made 
a very great Sum together, and confifted chiefly 
in rough Diamonds, hard Dollars, Gold CrolTes, 
and other Trinkets \ fine Mullins, Chintfes, and 
fuch Things, they efteemed no more than Rags, 
or ufelels Lumber, bellowing a great Quantity 
upon the poor half-flarved Dutch Men at this Place, 
who traffick’d with other Ships that put in there 
afterwards, for Provifions and NecelTaries, at the 
p.ate of about three Farthings a Yard Englijh. 

They could not all come to a Relolution of 
quitting that Courle of Life, wherein they had met 
with fo much Succefs, and therefore they came 
to an Agreement, that all thole who were for going 
home and making their Peace, Ihould have the Liber¬ 
ty of doing it, and one of the Ships for that Pur- 
pole j and thole that had a Mind to Hay behind, 

might 
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might remain in the other. Accordingly they put 
to Sea about Chriftmas , 1722, parted the Com* 
pany, and about 1 <0, or more, came in the Caffdndra, 
to the Weft-Indies. 

At Hifpaniola, they fell in Company with one 
of our Men of War, and anchored by her three 
Weeks, till they fent a Melfage to the Governor 
of Jamaica, to whom they offered to furrender if 
they might have a Pardon for their Lives. The 
Governor lent back an obliging Anfwer, but told 
them, it was not in his Power to make Terms with them \ 
that they jhould be very well received, and have their Li¬ 
berty in the Jftatid, till he had an Anfwer from the Govern¬ 
ment of England. But this did not fatisfy them, 
they thought his Grace’s Civility was no Security 
againft the Letter of the Law ; and therefore they 
weighed in a peaceable Manner, and failed direftly 
to Porto Bello. 

There was then fas 1 was told,) an Indemnity 
offer’d on the Part of the King of Spain, to fuch Py- 
rates as fhould furrender by a limited Time, where¬ 
of five Weeks, and no more, was yet to come, when 
they arrived at that Government 1 , and, upon their 
Application, they were all receiv’d to Mercy. 

here they fat down to fpend the Fruits of their 
tlifhoneft Induftry, dividing the Spoil and Plunder 
of their Fellow-Creatures among themfelves, with¬ 
out the leaft CompunCtion or Remorfe for what they 
had done fatisfying their Confciences with this 
Salvo, that other People would have done the fame 
Things, if they had had equal Courage, and the 
like Opportunities. And, I can’t fay, "but that if 
they had known what was doing in England, 
at the fame Time, by the South-Sea Directors, 
and other Perfons, they would certainly have had 
this Reflection for their Confolation, viz.. That what¬ 
ever Mart hers and Robberies they had committed, they were 
net thegreatrf yttiatn} that were then living in the World. 
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The Value that was put upon the Spoil at Porto 
BeUoy was ("if 1 am rightly inform’d) about three 
hundred thoufand Pound ; a confiderable Share of 
which (fome fay, a fourth Part) the Spanijh Gover¬ 
nor was complimented with •, but, no doubt, had 
the Cargo been brought to a good Market, it 
would have produced a far greater Sum, there be¬ 
ing a vaft Quantity of Diamonds that came into 
their Hands in a Way of Dealing, by which they 
cpiild make no "tolerable Judgment of their Value. 
It is to be conlider’d, that the other Part of the 
Crew which went off from them after they came 
out of Delago y divided with them, and carried away 
half the Wealth, which, if it had been brought 
all together into England , could not have amounted 
tp lels, at a moderate Computation, than a Mil¬ 
lion and half Sterling. But what was fquander’d 
away in the fix Years of Aftion of this Crew, is 
incredible ; alfb the Ravages and Deftruftion they 
conftantly made of Merchandizes, which, tho’ it 
flood them in no Stead, was yet of Lofii to the 
Owners, proportionable to their Price; all which 
wg may very well let down at a Million more. A 
great Sum indeed ! and yet the Sum total will (hew, 
that thele have been but puny Thieves, when com¬ 
pared to an equal Number within the Bills ot Mor¬ 
tality. 

What Courfes thefe Fellows may take next, is 
uncertain, for they do not feem refblved to take 
up their Habitation there long •, and feveral of them 
have already left the Country. I know of eight of 
them, that, upon Pretence of being call away, ob¬ 
tain’d a Paflage in a trading Sloop to Jamaica, be¬ 
longing to the South-Sea Company ; and one of them 
fliipp’d himfelf at that Ifland for London , and arri¬ 
ved here not many Weeks ago; and others, no 
dojabt ? \yill trip home hereafter in the like Manner. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

O F 

Captain Hoivel Davis, 

And his C REV. 


C Aptain Dowel Davis was born at Milford , in 
Monmouthshire, and was, from a Boy, brought 
up to the Sea. The laft Voyage he made 
from England , was in the Cadogan Snow, of Briflol, 
Captain Skinner Commander, bound for the Coaft 
of Guiney , of which Snow Davis was chief Mate: 
They were no fooiler arrived at Sierraleon on the 
aforefaid Coaft, but they were taken by the Py-» 
fate England , who plunder’d them, and Skinner was 
barbaroufly murder’d, as has been related before 
in the Story of Captain England . 

After the Death of Captain Skinner , Davis pre¬ 
tended that he was mightily follicited by England 
to engage with him ■, but that he refolutely an- 
fwer’d, he would fooner be ihot to Death than fign 
the Pyrates Articles. Upon which, England , plea- 
fed with his Bravery, fent him and the reft of the 
Men again on Board the Snow, appointing him 
Captain of her, in the Room of Skinner , comman¬ 
ding him to purfue his Voyage. He alfb gave him 
a written Paper fealed up, with Orders to open, 
it when he ftiould come into a certain Latitude, 

and 
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ondeai the Peril of his Life follow the Orders there¬ 
in |et down. This was an Air of Grandeur like 
what Princes Praftice to their Admirals and Gene¬ 
rals. -It was punftually complied with by Davit , 

who read it to the Ship’s Company ; it contained 
no l'efs than a generous Deed of Gift of the Ship 
and Cargoe, to Davis and the Crew, ordering him 
to go to Brazil and dilpofe of the I ading to the beft 
Advantage, and to make a fair and equal Dividend 
with the reft. 

Davis propofed to the Crew, whether they were 
willing to follow their Direftions, but to his great 
Surprize, found the Majority of them altogether 
averfe to it, wherefore in a Rage, he bad them be 
damn’d, and go where they would. They knew 
that Part of their Cargoe was configned* to certain 
Merchants at Barbados s, wherefore they fleered 
for that Ifland. When they arrived, they related 
to theie Merchants the unfortunate Death of Skin¬ 
ner, and the Propofal which had been made to them 
by Davis ; upon which, Davis was feized and com¬ 
mitted to Prifon, where he was kept three Months; 
however, as he had been in no Aft of Pyracy, he was 
difcharged without being brought to any Tryal, 
yet he could not expeft any Employment there; 
wherefore knowing that the Ifland of Providence was 
a kind of Rendevouz of Pyrates, he was refolved 
to make one amongft them, if. poflible, and to that 
Purpofe, found Means of flapping himlelf for that 
Ifland; but he was again difappointed, for when 
he arrived there, the Pyrates had newly furren- 
tlered to Captain Woods Rogers , and accepted of the 
Aft of jGrace, which he had juft brought from 
England. 

However, Davis was not long out of Buflnefs, 
for Captain Rogers having fitted out two Sloops 
for Trade, one called the Buck , the other the Mum- 
vil Trader \ Davis found an Employment on Board 

K of 
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of one of them ^ .the Lading ofthefe Sloops! \vais of 
confiderable Value, confifting of European Goods, in 
order to be exchanged with the French and Spaniards \ 
and many of the Hands on Board of them, wete 
the Pyrafes lately come in upon the late Aft of 
Grace. The firft Place they touched at, was the 
llland of Martinico , belonging to the French , where 
Davis, having confpired with, fome others, rife in 
the Night, fecured the Mailer and leized the 
Sloops as loon as this was done, they called to 
the other Sloop, which lay a little Way from 
them, among whom they knew there were a great 
many Hands ripe for Rebellion, and ordered them > 
to come on Board of them \ they did fo, and the 
greateft Part of them agreed to join with Davis-, 
thofe who were otherwife inclined, were lent back 
on Board the Mumvil Sloop, to go where they 
pleated, Davis having firft taken out of her, every 
Thing which he thought might be of Ute. 

After this, a Counfel of War was called, over a 
large Bowl of Punch, at which it was propoted to 
chute a Comfnander •, the Election was loon over, 
for it fell upon Davis by a great Majority of legal 
Tollers , there was no Scrutiny demanded, for all 
acquieteed in the Choice: As loon as he was poffefs’d 
of his Command, he drew up Articles, which were 
figned and fworn to by himielf and the reft, then 
he made a Ihort Speech, the Sum of which, was, 
a Declaration of War againft the whole World. 

A Ter this they confulted about a proper Place 
where they might clean their Sloop, a light Pair 
of Heels being of great Ute either to take, or ef- 
cape being taken-, for this Purpofe they made 
Choice of Coxon' s Hole , at the Eaft End of the 
llland of Cuba , a Place where they might fecure 
themlelves from Surprize, the Entrance being lo 
narrow, that one Ship might keep out a hundred. 


Here 
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Here they cleaned with fhuch Difficulty, for they 
had no Carpenter in their Company, a Perfon of 
great Ule upon fuch Exigencies \ from hence they 
put to Sea, making to the North-Side of the [Hand 
of Hifpaniola. The firfc Sail which fell in their 
Way, was & French Ship of twelve Guns -, It muft 
be oblerved, that Davis had but thirty five Hands, 
yet Provifions began to grow Ihort with him; 
wherefore he attacked this Ship, Ihe foon ftruck, 
and he lent twelve of his Hands on Board of her, 
in order to plunder : This was no fooner done, but 
a Sail was fpied a great Way to Windward of tbemj 
they enquired of the French- Man what Ihe might 
be, he aniwered, that he had fpoke with a Ship, 
the Day before, of twenty four Guns and lixty, 
Men, and he took this to be the fame. 

Davis then propofed to his Men to attack her, 
telling them, Ihe would be a rare Ship for their 
Ule, but they looked upon it to be an extravagant 
Attempt, and difcovered no Fondnefs for it, but 
he alfured them he had a Stratagem in his Head 
would make all fafe \ wherefore he gave Chace, 
and ordered his Prize to do the lame. The Prize 
being a flow Sailor, Davis firft came up with the 
Enemy, and Handing along Side of them, Ihew’d 
his pyratical Colours: They, much furprized, call’d 
to Davis , telling him, they wondered at his Im¬ 
pudence in venturing to come lb near them, and 
ordered him to ftrike; but he aniwered, that he in¬ 
tended to keep them in play, till his Conlorf came 
up, who was able to deal with them, and that if they 
did not ftrike to him, they Ihould have but had 
Quarters whereupon he gave them a Broad-Side, 
which they returned. 

In the mean Time the Prize drew near, who 
obliged all the Prilbners to come upon Deck in 
white Shirts, to make a Shew of Force, as they had 
been dire&ed by Davis •, they alio hoifted a dirty 

K j Tarpaw- 
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Tarpawlin, by Way of black Flag, they having 
110 other, and fired a Gun: The French Men were lo 
intimidated by this Appearance of Force, that they 
Fruck. Davis called out to the Captain to come on 
Board of him, with twenty of his Hands - 7 he did 
lo, and they were all for the greater Security clapt 
into Irons, the Captain excepted: Then he fent 
four of his own Men on Board the firft Prize, and 
in order Fill to carry on the Cheat, fpoke aloud, 
that they ihould give his Service to the Captain, 
and deft re h : m to lend fome Hands on'Board the 
Prize, to fee what they had got ; but at the fame 
Time gave them a written Paper, with InFruttiojlS 
what to do. Here he ordered them to nail up the 
Guns in the little Prize, to take out all the Imall 
Arms and Powder, and to go every Man of them 
on Board the lecond Prize when this was done, 
he ordered that more of the Prifoners Fiould be 
removed out of the great Prize, into the little 
one, by which he fecured himlelf from any At¬ 
tempt which might be feared from their Numbers; 
for thofe on Board of him were faF in Irons, and 
thofe in the little Prize had neither Arms nor Am¬ 
munition. 

Thus the three Ships kept Company for two Days, 
when finding the great Prize to be a very dull Sai¬ 
lor, he thought Ihe would not be fit for his Pur- 
pole, wherefore he refolved to reFore her to the 
Captain, with all his Hands ; but firft, he took 
Care to take out all her Ammunition, and every 
Thing elfe which he might pofiibly want. The 
French Captain was in luch a Rage, at being fo out¬ 
witted, that when he got on Board his own Ship, 
Ire was going to throw himfelf over-board, but was 
prevented by his Men. 

Having let go both his Prizes, he fteered North¬ 
ward, hi'which Courfe he took a Imall Spamjh Sloop; 
UivU. this, he made tcwards the Wcflern Iflatifks 
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but met with no Booty thereabouts - then he 
fleered for the Cape de Verde Illands, they caft An¬ 
chor at St. Nicholas, hoifting Englijh Colours • the 
Portuguefe inhabiting there, took him for an Enghjh 
Privateer, and Davis going afhore, they both treat¬ 
ed him very civilly, and alio traded with him. 
Here he remained five Weeks, in which Time, he 
andhalfhis Crew, for their Pleafure, took a Jour¬ 
ney to the chief Town of the Illand, which was 
nineteen Miles up the Country: Davis making a 
good Appearance, was carelfed by the Governor 
and the Inhabitants, and no Diverfion was wanting 
which the Portuguefe could Shew, or Money could 
Purchaie ; after about a Weeks Stay, he came back 
to the Ship, and the reft of the Crew went to 
take their Pleafure up to the Toivn, in their Turn. 

At their Retutn they clean’d their Ship, and put 
to Sea, but not with their whole Company •, for 
five of them, like Hannibal 1 s Men, were lb charm’d 
with the Luxuries of the Place, and the free Con- 
verlation of lome Women, that they ftaid behind ; 
and one of them, whole blame was Charles Franklin , 
a Monmoiethjhire Man, married and fettled himfelf, 
and lives there to this Day. 

From hence they failed to Bonevifla , and looked 
into that Harbour, but finding nothing, they fleer’d 
for the Ifle of May : When they arrived here, they 
met with a great many Ships and Veflels in the 
Road, all which they plunder’d, taking out of them 
whatever they wanted •, and alfo ftrengthen’d them- 
felves with a great many frefh Hands, who mod 
of them enter’d voluntarily. One of the Ships they 
took to their own Ule, mounted her with twenty 
fix Guns, and call’d her the King James. There be¬ 
ing no frelh Water hereabouts, they made towards 
St. 5 'ago, belonging to the Portuguefe , in order to lay 
in a Store ; Davis , with a few Hands, going afhore 
to find the moft commodious Place to water at, the 
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Governor, with fome Attendants, came himfelf and' 
examined who they were, and whence they came? 
and not liking Davis's Accountofhimfelf, the Gover¬ 
nor was fo plain to tell them, he fofpefled them to 
be Py rates. Davis feem’d mightily affronted, {lan¬ 
ding much upon his Honour, replying to the Gover¬ 
nor he foorn’d his Words-, however, as loon as his 
Back was turn’d, for fear of Accidents, he got on 
Board again as faff as he could. Davis related what 
had happen’d, and his Men feem’d to relent the Af¬ 
front which had been offer’d him. Davis , upon this, 
told them, he wasconfidenthecouldfurprize the Fort 
in the Night ^ they agreed with him to attempt it,and- 
accordingly, when it grew late, they went aihoref 
well arm’d } and the Guard which was kept, was fo 
negligent, that they got within the Fort before any 
Alarm was given : When it was too late there was 
fome little Reffftance made, and three Men kill’d 
on Davis's Side. Thofe in the Fort, in their Hur¬ 
ry, run into the Governor’s Houfe to fave them- 
felves, which they barricaded fo ftrongly, that Da¬ 
vis's Party could not enter it \ however, they threw 
in Granadoe-Shells, which not only ruin’d all the 
Furniture, but kill’d feveral Men within: • ■ 

When it was Day the whole Country was alarm’d, 
and came to attack the Pyrates wherefore it not 
being their Bufmefs to {land a Siege, they made the 
bell of their Way on Board their Ship again, after 
having difmounted the Guns of the Fort. By this 
Enterprize they did a great Deal of Mifchief to 
the Portuguefe , and but very little Good to them- 
felves. 

Having put to Sea they mufter’d their Hands, 
and found themfolves near foventy {Irong ^ then 
it was propoled what Courle they {hould-fleer, and 
differing in their Opinions, they divided, and by a 
Majority it-was carried for Gambia on the Coaft of 
C.'ifa.y } of this Opinion was Davts } he having been 

employ- 
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employ’d in that Trade, was acquainted with the 
Coaft : He told them, that there was a great Deal 
of Money always kept in Gambia Caftle, and that it 
would be worth their while to make an Attempt 
upon it. They ask’d him how it was.ppifible, fmce 
it was garrlfon’d ? He deftr’d they would leave the 
Management of it to him, .apd he would undertake 
to make-them Mahers’of it. They began now to 
Conceive fo high an Opinion of his Conduct, as well 
as Courage., that they thought nothing .ijnpoilible 
to him, therfefpye they agreed to obey him, without 
enquiring further into his Defign. 

Having come. within Sight of the PJace, he- or¬ 
der’d all his Men under Deck, except as many-- as 
were abfolutely necglpiry. for working the Ship, 
that thofe from r the Fort feeing a Ship with lb few 
Hands, might have no Sulpicion of her’-being any 
other than a trading Veffeh, then he ran clole un¬ 
der the Fort, and there caft Anchor, and having 
ordered out the Boat, he commanded fix Men in 
her, in pld.ordinary Jackets, while he himfelf, with 
the Mafter -and Doftor, dreffed themfelves. like 
Gentlemen • his Defign being, that the Men fhould 
look like common Sailors, and they like Merchants* 
In rowing afhore he gave his Men Jnftru&ions 
what to day. in Cafe any Queftions fhould be ask^ 
ed them. . 

Bejng come to the landing Place,. he. was recei* 
ved by. a File of Mufqueteers, and conduced into 
the Fort, where the Governor accofting them civil¬ 
ly, ask’d them who they were, and .whence they 
came ? They anfwered they were of Live/'fool, 
bound for the River of Sinnegal , to trade for Gum 
and Elephant’s Teeth, but that they were chaced 
on that Coaft by two French Men of War, and nar¬ 
rowly elcaped being taken, having a little the 
Heels of them 1 , but now they were nclolvcd to 
snake the beft of a bad Market, and..would Tyade 

K 4 ’ here 
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here for Slaves ^ then the Governor ask’d them, 
what was the Chief of their Cargoe ? They„anfwer- 
ed, Iron and Plate, which were good Things 
there ^ The Governor told them he would Slave 
them to the full Value of their Cargoe* and ask’d 
them, if they had any Euroftan^ Liquor on Board? 
they anfweted, a little for their own Ufe; how¬ 
ever, a Hamper ihould beat his Service. The Go¬ 
vernor then very civilly invited them all to flay 
and dine with him \ Davis told him, that being 
Commander of the Ship, he r inuft go on Board to 
fee her well moored, and give lome other Orders, 
bilt thole two Gentlemen might flay, and that he 
himlelf would alio return before Dinner, and bring 
the Hamper of Liquor with him. 

While he was in the Fort, his Eyes were very 
£yly in observing how Things lay \ he took Notice 
there was a Sentry at the Entrance, and a Guard- 
Houfe juft by it, where the Soldiers upon Duty 
commonly waited, their Arms Handing in a Cor¬ 
ner, in a Heap*, he faw alio a great many fmall 
Arms in the Governor’s Hall •, now when he came, 
on Board, he allured his Men of Succefs, defiring, 
them not to get drunk, and that as loon as they 
faw the Flag upon the Caftle ftruck, they might 
conclude he was Mafter, and fend twenty Hands 
immediately alhore:, in the mean Time, there 
being aSlokpat Anchor near them, he lent fbme 
Hands in a Boat, to lecure the Mafter and all the 
Men, and brine them on Board of him. leaft they 
obferving any Buftle, or arming in hb Sh : p, might 
fend alhore and give Intelligence. 

Thele Precautions being taken, he ordered his 
Men, who were to go in the Boat with him, to put 
two Pair of Piftols each under their Cloaths, he 
ooi'-g the like himlelf, and gave them Direftioriii 
to go into the Guard-Room, and to enter into 
Cenvenation with the goldiers, and obferve when 

he 
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helhouldfire a Piftol thro’ the Governor’s Win¬ 
dow, T° ^ art U P at once an< ^ Secure the Arms in 
fjfit-Gbard-Roonv 

when Davis arrived, Dinner not being ready, 
the Governor propofed that they lhould pals their 
Time in making a Bowl of Punch till Dinner-Time: 
It muft be obferved, that Davis 's Coxon waited 
upon them, who had an Opportunity of going 
about all Parts of the Houle, to lee what Strength 
they had, he whifpered Davis, there being no 
Perlon then in the Room, but he ( Davis ]) the" Ma¬ 
iler, the Doftor, the Coxon, and Governor • 'Davis 
on a fudden drew out a Piftol, clapt it to the Go¬ 
vernor’s Breaft, telling him he muft Surrender the 
Fort and all the Riches in it, or he was a dead 
Man. The Governor being noWays prepared for 
fuch an Attack, promifed to be very Palfive, and 
do all they defired, wherefore they Ihut the Door, 
took down all the Arms that hung in the Hall, 
and loaded them. Davis fires his Piftol thro’ the 
Window, upon which his Men without, executed 
their Part of the Scheme, like Heroes, in an inftarit; 
getting betwixt the Soldiers and their Arms, all 
with their Piftols cock’d in their Hands, while one 
ol them carried the Arms out. When this whs 
done, they locked the Soldiers into the Guard- 
Room, and kept Guard without. 

In the mean Time one ol them ftruck the Union 
Flag on the Top of the Caftle, at which Signal 
thole on Board lent on Shore a Reinforcement of 
Ilands, and they got Poireftion of the Fort with¬ 
out the leaft Hurry or Confulion, or fo much as a 
Man loft of either Side. 

Davis harangued the Soldiers, upon which a 
great many of.them took on with him, thole" 
wh,o refuled, he lent on Board the little Sloop, 
and becaule he would not be at the trouble of a 
Guard for them, he ordered all the SaHs and Cables 

out 
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out of her, which might hinder them .from attempt;? 
ing to get away. 

This Day wais fpent in a kind of Rejoycing, the. 
Caftle firing her Guns to fa lute the Ship, and the 
Ship the Caftle; but the next Day they minded, 
their Bufinels, that is, they fell to plundering,’but 

ley found Things fall vaftly Ihort of their 'Ex¬ 
pectation • for they difcover’d, that a great deal of 
Money had been lately lent away \ however, they 
met with the Value of about two thouland Pounds 
Sterling in Bar Go^ and a great many other rich 
Effects: Every Titling they liked, which was por-. 
fable, they brought aboard their Ship •, feme Things’ 
tVhich they had no Ufe for, they were fe generous to. 
make a Prelent of, to the Mafter and Crew of the 
little Sloop, to whom they alfo returned his Veflel 
again, and then they fell to work in demounting the. 
Guns, and demolifhing the Fortifications. 

After they had done as much Mifehief as they, 
could, and were weighing Anchor to be gone, they. 
Ipy’d a Ship bearing down upon them in full Sail j 
they feon got their Anchors up, and were in a. 
Readinefs to receive her. This Ship prov’d to be 
a French Pyrate of fourteen Guns, and fixty four 
Hands, half French , half Negroes j the Captain’s 
Name was La Boufe ; he expe&ed no lels than a rich 
Prize, which made him fo eager in the Chace •, but 
when he came near enough to fee their Guns, and 
the Number of their Hands upon Deck, he began 
to think he Ihould catch a Tartar, , and fuppofed her. 
to be a fmall Engl'Jh Man of War-, however, lince 
there was no efcaping, he refolv’d to do a bold and 
defperate Action, which was to board Davis. As 
he was making towards her for this Purpofe, he fir’d' 
a Gun, and hoifted his black Colours • Davis re¬ 
turn’d the-Salute, and.hoifted his black Colour* 
alfo. The Frenchman was not a little pleas’d at this 
happy Miltake j they both hoifted out their Boats, 

* 2J 
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and the Captains went to meet and congratulate 
one another with a F ag of Truce in their Sterns - a 
great many Civilities paffed between them, and 
La Boufe defired Davis , that they might fail down 
the Coaft together, that he (La Boufe) might get 
a better Ship : Davis agreed to it, and very cour- 
teoufly promifed him the firft Ship he toolr, fit for 
their Ufe, he would give him, as being willing to 
encourage a younger Brother. 

The firft Place they touch’d at, was Sicrraleone , 
whereat firft going in, they fpied a tall Ship at 
Anchor ; Davit being the beft Sailor firft came up' 
with her, and wondering that ihe did not try to make 
off, fufpeCted her to be a Ship of Force. As loon as 
he came along Side of her, Ihe brought a Spring' 
uporrher Cable, and fired a whole Broad-ficle upon 
Davis , at the lame Time hoifting a black Flag ; 
Davis hoifted his black Flag in like Manner, and 
fired one Gun to Leeward. 

In fine, Ihe proved to be a Pyrate Ship of twenty, 
four Guns, commanded by one Cocklyr , who expect¬ 
ing thefe two would prove Prizes, let them come 
in, leaft his getting under Sail might frighten 
them away. 

The Satisfaction was great on all Sides, at this 
JunCtion of Confederates and Brethren in Iniquity ; 
two Days they {pent in improving their Acquain- 
and Friendfhip, the third Day Davis and Cocklin y 
agreed to go in La Boufe ’s Brigantine, and attack 
the Fort, they contrived it fb, as to get up thither 
by high Water ; thofe in the Fort fufpeflred them 
ta be what they really were, and therefore flood 
upon their Defence ; when the Brigantine came 
within Musket-Shot, the Fort fired all their Guns 
upon her, the Brigantine did the like upon the 
Fort, and fb held each other in Play, for feveral 
Hours, when the two confederate Ships were come 
up to the Affiftance of the Brigantine; thofe who 

defend- 
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defended the Fort, feeing fuch a Number of Hands' 
on Board thefe Ships,' had not the Courage to 
ftand it any longer, but abandoning the Fort, left 
it to the Mercy of the Py rates. • 

They took Poflefiion of it, and continued there 
near feven Weeks, in which Time they all cleaned 
their Ships •, we fliould have obferved that a Galley 
came into the Road while they were there, which 
Davis in fitted fhould be yeilded to La Boufe, accor¬ 
ding to his Word of Honour before given; Cock- 
lin did not oppofe it, fb La Boufe went into her, 
with his Crew, and cutting away her half Deck,' 
mounted her with twenty four Guns. 

Having called a Couniel of War, they agreed to ’ 
fail down the Coaft together, and for the greater 
Grandeur, appointed a Commadore, which was 
Davis ; but they had not kept Company long, 
when drinking together on Board of Davis, they 
had like to have fallen together by the Ears, the 
ftrong Liquor ftiredupa Spirit of Difcord among 
them,- and they quarrelled, but Davis put an End 

to it by this fhort Speech :- Hearkee you Cock- 

lin, and La Boufe, 1 find by flrcngth'ning you, I have' 
put a Rod into your Hands to whip my felf, but Dm fill able 
to deal with you both \ but face we met in Love , let us 
part in Love, for I find that three of a Trade can never 

agree. - Upon which the other two went on Board 

their refpefHve Ships, and immediately parted, 
each fleering a different Courfe. 

Davis held on his Way down the Coaft, and 
making Cape j 4 ppollonia , he met with two Scotch 
and one Englifh Veffel, which he plundered, and then 
let go. About five Days after he fell in with a Dutch 
Interloper of thirty Guns and ninety Men, (half 
being Englifh,') off Cape Three Points Bay; Davis com¬ 
ing up along Side of her, the Dutch Man gave the 
firft Fire, and pourirg in a Broad-Side upon Davis, 
killed nine of his Men, Davis returned it, and a 

very 
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very hot Engagement followed, which lafted from 
one a Clock at Noon, till nine next Morning, when 
the Dutch Man ftruck, and yeilded her felf their 
Prize. 

r, Davis fitted up the Dutch Ship for his own 
Ufe, and called her the Rover, aboard of which he 
mounted thirty two Guns, and twenty leven Swi¬ 
vels, and proceeded with her and the King James, 
to Anamboe •, he enter’d the Bay betwixt the Hours 
of twelve and one at Noon, and found there three 
Ships lying at Anchor, who were trading for Ne¬ 
groes, Gold and Teeth .• The Names of thele Ships 
were the Hind Pink, Captain Hall Commander, the 
Princefs , Captain Plumb , of which Roberts , who will 
make a confiderable Figure in the fequel of this 
Hiftory, was fecond Mate, and the Mortice Sloop, 
Captain Fin •, he takes thele Ships withoOt any Re- 
fiftance, and having plundered them, he makes a 
Prelent of one of them, viz. the Morrice Sloop, to 
the Dutch Men, on Board of which alone were found 
a hundred and forty Negroes, befides dry Goods, 
and a confiderable Quantity of Gold-Duft. 

It happened there were feveral Canoes along Side 
of this laft, when Davis came in, who laved them- 
felves and got alhore •, thefe gave Notice at the 
Fort, that thefe Ships were Pyrates, upon which, 
the Fort fired upon them, but without any Exe¬ 
cution, for their Mettle was not of Weight enough to 
reach them , Davis therefore, by Way of Defiance, 
hoifted his black Flag, and returned their Com¬ 
pliment. 

The fame Day he failed with his three Ships,' 
making his Way down the Coaft} at Night he lay 
by,with his Head totheOffin, and early in the Morn¬ 
ing the Man at the Maft-Head fpied a Sail. It 
muft be obferved they keep a good Look-out ■, for, 
according to their Articles, he who firft fpies a 
Sail, if ihe proves a Prize, is inticled to the beft 
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Pair of Piftols on Board, over and above his Divi¬ 
dend, in which they take lingular Pride ^ and a 
Pair of Piftols has iometimes been ibid for thirty 
Pounds, from one to another. 

Immediately they gave Chace, and foon came up 
with her •, the Ship proved to be a Hollander , and 
being betwixt Davis and the Shore, ihe made all 
the Sail ihe could, intending to run aground •, Davie 
gueffed her Delign, and putting out all his fmall 
Sails, came up with her before ihe could effett'it, 
and fired a Broad-iide upon her, upon which ihe 
immediately ftruck, and called for Quarter. It was 
granted, for according to Davis' s Articles it was a- 
greed that Quarter ihould be given, when ever it 
was called for, upon Pain of Death. 

This Ship proved a very rich Prize, having the 
Governor of Acra on Board, with all his Effects, go¬ 
ing to Holland \ there was in Money to the Value of 
15000 /. Sterling, belides other valuable Merchan¬ 
dizes, all which they brought on Board of themfelves. 

Upon this new Succels, they reftored Captain Hall 
and Captain Plumb before mentioned, their Ships 
again, but ftrengthened their Company with thirty 
five Hands, all white Men, taken out of thefe two 
and the Morrice Sloop •, they alfo reftored the Dutch 
their Ship, after having plunder’d her as is mention’d. 

The next Courfe they fleered, was towards the 
Ifland of Princes , before they got thither, one of their 
Ships, viz., that call’d the King James, fprung a Leak \ 
Davis ordered allHands out of her, onBoardhis own 
Ship, with every Thing elfe of Ufe, and left her at 
an Anchor at high Cameroon. As foon as he came in 
Sight of the bland of Princes , he hoifted Englijb 
Colours^ the Portuguefe oblerving a large Ship fail¬ 
ing towards them, lent out a little Sloop to examine 
what ihe might be ; this Sloop hailing of Davis, he 
told them he was an Englijh Man of War, in quell 
of Pyrate', and that he had received Intelligence 

thefe 



Of Cfipt. Howel Davis, 159 

there were fome upon that Coaft •, upon this they 
received him as a welcome Gueft, and piloted him 
into the Harbour. He faluted the Fort, which they 
anfwered, and he came to an Anchor juft under 
their Guns, and hoifted out the Pinnace Man of 
War Fafhion, ordering nine Hands and a Coxon in 
it, to row him afhore. 

The Portuguefe , to do him the greater Honour, 
lent down a File of Mufqueteers to receive him, 
and condutt him to the Governor. The Governor 
not in the leaft fulpe&ing what he was, received 
him very civilly, promifmg to fupply him with 
whatever the Ifland afforded •, Davis thanked him, 
telling him, the King of England would pay for what¬ 
ever he fhould take \ lo after feveral Civilities pafs’d 
between him and the Governor, he returned again 
on Board. 

It happened a French Ship came in there to fupply 
it felf with fome Neceffaries, which Davis took in¬ 
to his Head to plunder, but to give the Thing a 
Colour of Right, he perfuaded the Portuguefe , that 
fhe had been trading with the Pyrates, and that 
he found feveral Pyrate’s Goods on Board, which 
he feized for the King’s Ufe : This Story palled fb 
well upon the Governor, that he commended Davis’s 
Diligence. 

A few Days after, Davis with about fourteen more, 
went privately afhore, and walk’d up the Country 
towards a Village, where the Governor and the 
other chief Men of the Ifland kept their Wives, in¬ 
tending, as we may fuppofe, to fupply their Hus¬ 
band’s Places with them } but being dilcovered, the 
Women fled to a neighbouring Wood, and Davisznd 
the reft retreated to their Ship, without effefting 
their Deflgn: The Thing made fbme Noife, but as 
No-body knew them, it paffed over. 

Having cleaned his Ship, and put all Things in 
Order, his Thoughts now were turned upon the 

main 
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main Bufineft, viz., the Plunder of the Ifland, and 
not knowing where the Treafure lay, a Stratagem 
cameinto his Head, to get it fas he thought) with 
little Trouble ; he conlulted his Men upon it, and 
they liked the Defign : His Scheme was, to make a 
Prelent to the Governor, of a dozen Negroes,: by 
Way of Return for the Civilities received fromhim, 
and afterwards to invite him, with the chief Men, 
and lome of the Friers, on Board his Ship to an En¬ 
tertainment ^ the Minute they came on Board, they 
were to be fecured in Irons, and there kept till they 
fixould pay a Ranlbm of 40000 /. Sterling. 

But this Stratagem proved fatal to him, for a Par- 
tuguefe Negroe lwam afhore in the Night, and difcoe 
vered the whole Plot to the Governor, and alfo let 
him know, that it was Davis who had made the At¬ 
tempt upon their Wives. However, the Governor 
diffembled, received the Pyrate’s Invitation civily, 
and promiled that he and the reft would go. 

The next Day Davis went on Shore himlelf, as 
if it were out of greater Refpefl to bring the Gover¬ 
nor on Board : He was received with the ufual Ci¬ 
vility, and he and his Officers defired to walk up to 
the Governor’s Houle, to take lome Refrefhment 
before they went on Board ^ they accepted it with-i 
out the leaft Sufpicion, but never returned again 3 
for an Ambulcade was laid for them, a Signal being 
•given, a whole Volley was fired upon them \ they 
every Man drop’d, except one, this one fled back 
and efcaped into the Boat, and got on Board the 
Ship : Davis was ffiot through the Bowels, yet he 
nfe again, and made a weak Effort to getaway 
but his Strength foon forfook him, and he dro'p’d 
down dead- juft as he fell, he perceived he was 
followed, and drawing out his Piftols, fired them at 
hisPurfuers: Thus like a game Cock, giving a dy¬ 
ing Blow, that he m-ght not fall unrevenged. 
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CHAP, X, 

O F 

Captain Bartho . Roberts. 

And his Cr E W. 

D Avis being cut off, in the manner before 
mentioned, the Company was under a Ne- 
ceffity of filling up his Poll, and Roberts had 
behaved fo well before this Accident, (tho’ he 
had not been above fix Weeks among them,) that 
he was by a great Majority elefted Captain \ and 
he would often after this, fay in excufe of it, That 
fincc he had dipped his Hands in muddy Water , and mufi be 
a Pyraie , it was better being a Commander than a common 
Mant 

His firft Indignation Ihew’d it felf againft thole 
Wanders, in Revenge tor Captain Davis's Death* 
who being well beloved by the Company, he 
thought he could do nothing more grateful to 
them, than to puniih the Authors bf it, and which 
would at the fame Time poffefs them with an 
Opinion of his Own Courage : Whereupon he im* 
mediately landed a Party bf about thirty Men, to 
make an Attack upon the Fort. This had been 
at dangerous Enterprize, had it been garrilbned 
by any other People than Tortiguefe \ for die 
Fort flood upon a Rock, clofe to the Water-Side, 

4 L which 
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which muft be afcended to by a fteep Hill,againft 
the Mouth of the Cannon. Roberts and his Men 
were no wit daunted, having conceived the utmoft 
Contempt of the Courage of that Nation, and 
therefore march’d boldly up to the Fort, and 
found himfelf not miftaken ; for as foon as the 
Tortuguefe had dike rued their Enemy, they dif- 
charged the Guns that were loaded, and forfook 
their Poft, and the Pyrates marched in without 
further Oppofition. The Fort being abandoned, 
there was nothing more to do, but to Nail up 
the Cannon, and throw them over the Wall into 
the Sea, which after they had done, they retrea* 
ted to their Ship, without any Lofs. 

But this was not look’d upon as a fufficient Sa¬ 
tisfaction for the Injury they received, therefore 
moll of the Company were for burning the Town, 
which Roberts laid he would yield to, if any means 
could be propofed of doing it without their own 
Deftrufkion, for the Town had a focurer Scituation 
than the Fort, a thick Wood coming almoft clofe 
to it, affording Cover to the Defendants, who 
under fuch an Advantage, he told them, it was to 
be fear’d, would fire and ftand better to their Arms; 
befides, that bare Houles would be but a flender 
Reward for their Trouble and Lofs. This prudent . 
Advice prevailed, and they contented themlelves 
with bringing a Spring on their Cable, and ta¬ 
king leave with.a few Balls, which did no great 
Damage. J 

The next Day they weighed, and went to Sea, 
and then put it to the Vote, what Voyage they 
fhould take, which they unanimoully concurr’d in, 
fliould be to try their Fortunes on the Coaft 
of Brafil. They made . the beft of their Way 
thither, and nothing remarkable happening in 
the Voyage, I fhall take no Notice of them 
till their Arrival off of Bahia, the richeft 
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and moft" populous Place of all the Portuguefe Co¬ 
lonies, and where the greateft Trade is carried on. 

The Revets came off the Bay betimes in the 
Morning, and fell in with a Fleet of 40 Sail of 
Portuguefe Ships, with all' theif Lading for Lisbon , 
Who lay tod> waiting for their Convoy •, which 
were two Men of War of 70 Guns each^ befides 
foveral of the.’Merchant Ships were of good 
Forte. However, Roberts thought it fhould go 
hard with him, but he would make up his Market 
among them, and thereupon mix’d with the Fleer, 
and kept his Men hid till proper Refolutions could 
be formed*, that done, they came dole up to 
one of them, and ordered her to fond the Mafter 
on Board quietly, threatning to give them no 
Quarters, if any Refiftance, or Signal of Diftrefs, 
was made. The Portuguefe being furprized at 
thefo Threats, and the fudden Flouriih of Cut- 
lafhes from the Pyrates, fubmitted without a 
Word, and the Captain came on Board *, Roberts 
faluted him after a friendly manner, telling him, 
that they were Gentlemen of Fortune, but that 
their Bufinefs with him r was only to be informed 
which was the richeft Ship in that Fleet and if 
he direfted them right, ;he fhould be reftored to 
his Ship without Mol eftation, other wife, he mull 
expeft nothing but immediate Death. 

; Whereupon this Portuguefe Mafter pointed to 
6ne of 40 Guns, and 150 Men, wearing a Vice- 
Admiral’s, Flag, which was of far greater Force 
than Robert's Ship, but this no Ways difmayed 
them, they were Portuguefe, they faid, and ft> imme¬ 
diately fleered away for him. When they came 
within Hail, the Mafter whom they had Prifoner, 
was ordered to ask, bow Seignior Captain dip. ? And 
to invite him on Board, for that he had a Matter 
of Confoquence to impart to him, wh’ch being done, 
he returned for Anfwer, That he would wr.lt upon him 
L l prefcntly 
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Prefe»tly : But the Buftle that immediately followed,, 
and which the Pyrates perceived, gave them Sutpi- 
cion, that they were difcovered, and this only a 
deceitful Anfwer to gain Time to put their Ship 
in a Pofture of Defence-, fo without further 
Delay, they poured in a Broad-Side, boar e 
and grapled her the Difpute was fhort and warm, 
wherein many of the Tortuguefe fell, and two only 
of the Pyrates. By this Time the Fleet was a- 
larmed, Signals of Top-gallant Sheets 
Guns fired, to give Notice to the Men of War, 
who rid {till at an Anchor, but now flattened 
out to their Affiftance^ and if what the Pyrate® 
them le Ives related, be true, the Commanders of 
thofe Ships were blamable to the higheft Degree,’ 
and unworthy the Name of Men : For Roberts 
finding the Prize to fail heavy, and was yet 
refolved not to loole her, lay by for the head- 
moft of them (which much out fail’d the other) 
and prepared for Battle, which was ignominioufly 
declined, tho’ of fuch fuperior Force \ for not da¬ 
ring to venture on the Pyrate alone, he tarried f® 
long for his Confbrt as gave them time leifurely to 
make off with the Prize. 

They found this Ship exceeding rich, being la¬ 
den chiefly with Sugar, Skins, and Tobacco, and 
in Gold 90C00 Moidors, befides Chains andTrin- 
ckets, of confiderable Value \ particularly a Crofs 
fet with Diamonds, defigned for the King of Por¬ 
tugal \ which they afterwards prefented to the 
Governor of Caiana, by whom they were obliged. 

Elated with this Booty, they had nothing now 
to think of hut fome fafe Retreat, where they 
might give themlelves up to all the Pleafures that 
Luxury and Wantonnefs could beftow, and for the 
prelent pitch’d upon a Place call’d the Devil’s 
Iftatids, in the River of Surinam, on the Coaft of 
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Caiana, where they arrived, and found the civileft 
Reception imaginable, not only from the Gover¬ 
nor and Faftory, but their Wives, who exchang¬ 
ed Wares anti drove a confiderable Trade with 
them. 

They feizfed In this River a Sloop, and by her 
gained Intelligence, that a Brigantine had alfo 
failed in Company with her, from Rhode JJland , 
laden with Provifions for the Coaft. A Welcome 
Cargo ! They growing fhort in the Sea Store, and 
as Sancho lays. No Adventures to be made without Belly- 
Timber. One Evening as they were rumaging (their 
Mine of Treafure,) the Rortuguefe Prize, this expell¬ 
ed Veffel was delcry’d at Maft-Head, and Roberts, ima¬ 
gining no Body could do Bufinefs fo well as himfelf, 
takes 40 Men into the Sloop, and goes in purfuit 
of her} but a fatal Accident followed this rafli, 
tho’ inconfiderable Adventure, for Roberts thinking 
of nothing lefs than bringing in the Brigantine 
that Afternoon, never troubled his Head about 
the Sloop’s Provifion, nor inquired what there was 
on Board to lublift fuch a Number of Men • but 
out he fails after his expefted Prize, which he not 
only loft further Sight of, but after eight Days 
contending with contrary Winds and Currents, 
found themfelves thirty Leagues to Leeward, 
and almoft familhed. The Current ftill oppoling 
their Endeavours, and perceiving no Hopes of 
beating up to their Ship, they inconfiderately lent 
away the Boat to give the reft ol the Company 
Notice of their Condition, and to order the Ship 
down to them; in the mean while they brought 
the Sloop to an Anchor, but now their Wants too 
fbon made them fenfible of their Infatuation, for 
their Water was all gone, and they had no thought 
how they Ihould be fupply’d, till either the Ship 
came to ’em, or the Boat returned, which was 
not likely to be under fiveor fix Days. Here like 

L 3 Tanta. 
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Tantalus , they almoft famifhed in, Sight of' thq 
freih Streams and Lakes, being drove tofuch Ej^ 
tremity at laft, that they were forc’d to fare up 
the Floor of the Cabin, and patch up a fort of 
a Tub or Tray with Rope Tarns, to paddfe alhore, 
and fetch off immediate Supplies of Wafer to pre- 
ferve Life. / 

After fome Days, the long-wifh’d-for Boat came 
back, but with tlie nioft unwellcome News in th$ 
World to them, for one Kennedy, who was Lieute-. 
napt, and left in' Ablenceof Roberts , to Command 
the Privateer and Prize, was gone off with both, 
This was jyiortificatlon' with a Vengance, and ypu 
may imagine, they did not depart without fome hard 
Speeches from thofe'that were left, and had fufa 
fered by their Treachery., And that' there need 
be no further mention of this Kennedy , F fhall leave 
Captain Roberts , for a Page or two, with the Re¬ 
mains of his Crew, to vent their Wrath in a fevjj 
Oaths and Execrations, and follow the other, 
whom we may reckon was fleering his Courfe to^ 
wards Execution Dock. 

Kennedy and thofe with him went into the Latitude 
of Barbadoes, and took three or four final! Velfebj, 
and as they did not d^fign to puriue the Account^ 
(as they called it) any longer, they fhared th^ 
Booty, which came to/a good round Sum to each 
Man, and parted, in order to fhift for themfelves, 
in the feveral Veffels they had taken: Nine pf 
them met with a Ship of ‘ 150 Tup, that fhall bp 
namelefs, and came home to England in her * the 
Mafter was paid well for their Paffage, and the 
reft of the Crew liv’d ne’er the worfe in the Voy-i 
age; in fhort, they landed fafely in the Weft of 
England and two or three of them live at this 
Time within a hundred Miles of Briftol , J 

Another Veffel, belonging to this Gang, fell in 
with a peaceable Ship belonging to Virginia Cap¬ 
tain,' 




Capt, Baht ho. Roberts. i6y 

tain Knot Commander, a Quaker, who had neither 
Pffiol, Sword, nor Cutlafh on Board 3 and the Cap¬ 
tain himfelf, appearing fo very Paffive at all they 
faid to him, that they thought none fo pro¬ 
per to go on with, as this Man. Accordingly 
they went aboard, and he carried them to 
Virginia: They made the Quaker a Prefent of 
i© Chefts of Sugar, io Rolls of Brajil Tobaco, 
30 Moidors, and fome Gold-Duft, in all to the 
Value of about 250 1. They alfo made Prelents to 
the Sailors, feme more, ’ fame lefs, "and liv’d a 
jovial Life all the while they were upon their Voy¬ 
age 3 and Captain Knot gave them their Way, 
letting them do • as they pleafed, nor indeed could 
he help himfelf, unlefs he had taken an Opportu¬ 
nity to furprize them, when they were drunk or 
a fleep 3 for. they wore Arms aboard the Ship, 
which put him in a continual Terror. It not being 
his Principle to fight,, or ule Weapons, he was 
obliged to manage them with Art and Addrefs, 
till he could rid himfelf of fuch troublefbme Guefts. 
When the Ship came to the Capes, four of the Py- 
rates \yent off in a Boat, which they had taken 
with them, for their more eafily making their 
Efcapes, and made up the Bay towards Maryland, 
but were.forced back by a Storm into an obfcure 
Place of the Country, where meeting with good 
Entertainment among the Planters, they continued 
feveral Days without being difcovered' to be Py- 
rates. In the mean Time Captain Knot leaving 
four others on Board his Ship, fwho intended to 
go off to North-Cartlina^) made what haft he could 
to difcover to Mr. Spotfwood the Governor, what 
fort of Paffengers he had been forced to bring 
with him, who by good Fortune got them feized 3 
and Search being made after the others, who 
were rfevellihg about the Country, they were alfo 
taken 3 and being try’d, they were ail convifted 

L 4 and 
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and hanged. The latter had found Means iq 
lodge Part of their Wealth with the Planters, whq 
never brought it to Account; But Captain Kmt, 
furrender’d up every Thing that belonged to them, 
that were taken aboard, even what had been pre- 
fented to him, in lieu of what they hacl from him, 
in their Paflage, and obliged his Men to do the 
like. 

Kennedy himlelf, with ftyc or lix more, came late 
to Scotland , and from thence to England, and liv’d 
here undifcovered lome Time, and perhaps had 
done fo ftill, had not his Sifter, out of mere 
Malice, (provoked thereto by a Quarrel,) given an 
Information againft him. Two or three others 
were inform’d againft, at the lame Time', and, 
for ought l know, by the fame Perfonand they 
were committed to Newgate : One was made an 
Evidence, and two, viz.. Walter Kennedy and James 
Bradftaw, were try’d and convifled at the Old Bay- 
ly, by aHigh Court of Admiralty, July 3d, 1721. 
Bradjhaw was tranfported, but Kennedy, received 
the full Punilhment due to his Crimes, the 19th 
of the laid Month, 'at Execution-Dock. One Efiwell 
was try’d in Holland , but had the good Fortune 
to evade the Law, for want of Proof: And four 
others were found Guilty, and executed near St f 
Steyhen's-GrcCn , in Dublin , about the fame Time. 

Thus we fee what a dilaftrious Fate, ever at¬ 
tends the Wicked, and how rarely they elcape 
the Punilhment due to their Crimes, who abandoq 
themfelves to fuch a profligate Life, as to rob, fpoil. 
and prey upon Mankind, contrary to the Light 
and Law of Nature, as well as the Law of God. 
’Tis to be hoped that the Examples of thefe 
Deaths, may Hand like Marks, or fatal Rocks and 
Sands, to warn others from the fame Shipwreck 
and Ruin for the Futvjre. And that; the few of 

this 
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this Gang, who are yet preferved from that Puntih- 
meht, which the Law hath equally fubjefted them 
to, with the reft, will make lo good Ule of their 
Time, as not only fincerely to refolve never to 
commit the like Fafts again, but to aftually re* 
pent of what they have already done, to have a 
hearty Sorrow, arifxng from the Conlideration of 
having, by thole Crimes, lo much offended God. 

But, to go back to Roberts , whom we left on the 
Coaft of Caiana , in a grievous Pallion at what 
Kennedy and the Crew bad done \ and who was now 
projecting new Adventures with his fmall Compa¬ 
ny, in the Sloop •, but finding hitherto they had been 
but as a Rope of Sand, they fbrmeda Set of Articles, 
to be lign’d and fworn to, for the better Conler- 
vation of their Society, and doing Juftice to one 
another •, excluding all Irifh-men from the Benefit 
of it, to whom they had an implacable Averfion 
for the fajce of Kennedy , who had fo little Honour 
as to play at Rob “Thief with the Company. How 
indeed Roberts could think that an Oath would 
be obligatory, where Defiance had been given to 
the Laws of God and Man, I can’t tell, but their 
greateft Security lay in this, That it was their In- 
terefl to obferve them while they kept in that abominable 
Combination. 

The following, is the Subftance of the Articles, as 
taken from the Pyrate’s own Informations. 

L 

Every Man has a Vote in Ajfai/t of Moment \ has 
equal title to the frefh Provifions , or flrong Liquors , at any 
Time feiz.ed , and ufe them at Pleafure, unlefs a Scarcity 
(no uncommon Thing amongft them) make it neeej- 
fary, for thi good of all , to Vote a Retrenchment. 


II 
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ii. 

Every Man to be called fairly in turn, by Lift, on Board 
cf Prizes , beeaufe, (over and above their proper Share,) 
they were on theft Occafions allowed a Shift of Cloaths ; 
But if they defrauded the Company to the Value of a Dollar , 
in Plate , Jewels, or-.Monty , Marooning was their 
Punijhment. This was a barbarous Cuftom of put¬ 
ting the Offender on Shore, on fome defolate or 
uninhabited Cape or Ifland, with a Gun, a few Shot, 
a Bottle of Water, and a Bottle of Powder, tofubfift 
with, or ftarve. If the Robbery was only between one 
another , they contented .themfelvcs with flitting the Ears 
or No fe of him. that was Guilty, and fet him on Shore , 
not in an uninhabited Place, but fomewhcre , where he was 
fure to encounter Hardships. 

III. 

No Perfonto Game at Cards or Dice, for Money% 

IV. 

The Lights and Candles to be put out at eight o'clock 
at Night : If any of the Crew , after that Hour , fill re¬ 
mained inclin'd for Drinking , they were to do it on the 
open Deck-, which Roberts believ’d, would give a Check 
to their Debauches-, for he was a fober Man him- 
felf, but found at lenth, that all his Endeavours 
to put an End to this Debauch, prov’d ineffectual. 


V. 

To keep their Piece, Pifiols , and Cutlajh clean 3 and fi 
for Service: In this they were extravagantly nice, 
endeavouring to outdoe one another, in the Beauty 
and Richnefs ot their Arms, giving fometimes at 
an Auftion fat the Maft,J 30 or 40 1 . a Pair, for 
Piftols. Tliel'e were flung in Time of Service, 

with 
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with different coloured Ribbands, over their Shoul¬ 
ders, in a Way peculiar to thefe Fellows, in which 
they took great Delight. 

VI. 

No Boy or Woman to be allowed amongfi them. Jf 'any 
Man were found [educing arty of the latter Sex, and car¬ 
ried her to Sea, difguifed., he was to fujfer Death fb 
that when any fell into their Hands, as it changed 
in the Onflow, they put a Centinel immediately 
over her to prevent ill Confequences from fb dange¬ 
rous an Inftrument of Divifion and Quarrel \ but 
then here lies the Roguery •, they contend who {hall 
be Centinel, which happens generally to one of the 
greateft Bullies, who, to fecure the Lady’s Virtue, 
will led none lye< with her but himfelf. 

VII. 

To Defert the Ship, or their Quarters in Battle 9 was pu¬ 
rified with Death, or Marooning . 

VIII. 

No Jlriking one another on Board, but every Mari's 
Quarrels to be ended on Shore, at Sword and Pifiol, Thus ~ 7 
The Quarter-Mafter of the Ship, when the Parties 
will not come to any Reconciliation, accompanies 
them on Shore with what Afiiftance he thinks 
proper, and turns the Difputants Back to Back, 
at fb many Paces Diftance: At the Word of 
Command, they turn and Fire immediately, (or 
elfe the Piece is knocked out of their Hands: ) It 
both mifs, they come to their Cutlafhes, and then 
he is declared Victor who draws the firft Blood. 

IX. 

No Man to' toll of breaking up their Way of Living, 
till eaih had fiartd a JOOOl. If in order to this , any 

Man 
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Man Jhould lofe a Limb, or become a Crip fie in their Ser¬ 
vice, he was to have 800 Boilers, out of the publlck 
Stock, and for lejfer Hurts, proportionably. 

X. 

The Captain and Quarter-Majler to receive two 
Shares of a Prize •, the Maffer, Boatfwain, and Gunner, 
one Share and a half, and other Officers, one and a Quarter* 

TheCe we are allured were fome of Roberts's 
Articles, but as they had taken Care to throw 
over-board the Original they had fign’d and 
Sworn to, there is a great deal of Room to fuf- 
peft, the remainder contained fomething too hor¬ 
rid to be difc.lofed to any, except fuch as were wil¬ 
ling to be Sharers in the Iniquity of them •, let them 
be what they will, they were together theTeft of all 
new Comers, who were' iilitiated by an Oath, and 
who fubferibed to them, in Prefence of the wor- 
fhipful Mr. Roberts. And in Cafe any Doubt fhould 
arile concerning the Conftru&ion of thefe Laws, 
and it Ihould remain a Dilpute whether the Party 
had infring’d them or no, a Jury is appointed to ex¬ 
plain them, and bring in a Verdift upon the Cafe in 
doubt. 

Since we are now fpeaking of the Laws of this 
Company, weJhall goon, and, in as brief a man¬ 
ner as we can, relate the principal Cuftoms, and 
Government, of this roguifh Common-Wealth •, 
which are pretty near the lame with all Pyrates^ 
there not being any material Difference between^ 
them in thefe Cafes. ’ 

. For the Punilhment of imall Offences, which are 
not provided for by the Articles, and which are 
not of Confequence enough to be left to a Jury, 
there is a principal Officer among the Pyrates, 
called the Quarter-Mafter, of the Mens own chu- 
firg, who claims all Authority this Way, (except- 
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iog in -Time of Battle : ) If they difobey his Com" 
mand, are quarrelfome and mutinous with one ano¬ 
ther, mifufe Priloners, plunder beyond his Order, 
and in particular, if they be negligent of their 
Arms, which he mufters at Dilcretion, he pu- 
niflies at his own Difcretion, with drubbing or 
whipping, which no one elfe dare do without in¬ 
curring the Lafh from all the Ships Company* 
In fhort, this Officer is Truftee for the whole, is 
the firft on Board any Prize, feparating, for the 
Company’s Ufe, what he pleafes, and returning 
what he thinks fit to the Owners, excepting Gold 
and Silver, which they have voted not returnable. 

After aDefcription of the Quarter-Mafter, and 
his Duty, who afts as a fort of a civil Magiftrate 
on Board a Eyrate Ship ; I fhall confider their mi¬ 
litary Officer, the Captain; what Privileges he ex¬ 
erts in fuch anarchy and unrulynels of the Mem¬ 
bers : Why truly very little, they only permit 
him to be Captain on Condition that they may be 
Captain over him ; they feparate to his Ufe the 
great Cabbiri, aind*fometimes Vote him fmall parcels 
of Plate and China; but then every Man as the Hu¬ 
mour takes him, will ufe the Plate and China, intrude 
into his Apartipent, fiveanat him, feize a Part of his 
Victuals and Drink, if they like it, without his 
offering to find Fault or Conteft it: Yet Roberts by 
a better Management thanufiial, became the cheif 
Direftor in every Thing of Moment, and it hap¬ 
pened thus : — The rank of Captain being ob¬ 
tained by the Suffrage of the Majority, it falls on 
' one Superior for Knowledge and Boldnefs, Pi- 
fiol Proof (as they call it,) and can make thole 
fear, who do not love him; Roberts is laid to 
have exceeded his Fellows in thele Refpefts, and 
when advanced, enlarged the Relpeft that follow¬ 
ed it; by making a fort of Privy-Council of half 
a Dozen of the greateft Bullies; fuch were his 

Compe- 
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Competitors, and hadlntereft enough to make his 
Government eafy:, yet even thole, in the latter* Part 
of his Reign, he had ran counter to in every 
Pro) eft that oppofed his own Opinion y for which, 
and becaufe he grew referved, and would not 
drink and roar at their Rate, a Cabal was formed 
to take- away his Captainlhip, which Death did 
more effe&ually. 

The Captain’s Power is uncontroulable in^ Chafe, 
or in Battle} drubing, Cutting, or even fhooting any 
one who dares deny his Command. The fame Privi- 
ledge he takes over Prifbners, who receive good 
or ill Ufage, moftly as he approves of their 
Behaviour, for tho* the meaneft would take upon 
them to mifufe a Mafter of a Ship, ’ y£t he would 
controul herein, when he fee it, and merrily over 
a Bottle, give his Prifbners this double Reafpii 
for it. Firft, That it preferved his Precedency- 
and fecondly, That it took the Punifhment out of 
the Hands of a much more rafh and mad Set of 
Fellows than himlelf. When he found that Ri¬ 
gour was not expefted from his People, ( for 
he often praftifed it to appeafe them ,) then 
he would give Strangers to underftand, that it 
was pure Inclination that induced him to a good 
Treatment of them, and not any Love or Partiality 
to their Perfons -, for, fays he, there is none of you 
hut mil hang me , I know , whenever you can clinch me with¬ 
in your Power. 

And ndw feeing the DifadVantages they were 
under for perfuing the Account, viz., a fmall Ve£ 
fel ill repaired, and without Provifions, or Stores; 
they refolved one and all, with the little Supplies 
they could get, to proceed for the Wejl+Tndiesf not 
doubting to find a Remedy for all thefe Evils, and 
to .retrieve their Lofs. 


In 
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In the Latitude of Defeada , one of the Illand?, 
they took two Sloops, which fupply’d them with 
Provifions and other Neceffaries •, and a few Days 
afterwards, took ,a Brigantine belonging to Rhode 
Illand, which being fit for their Purpofe, they 
tonverted to their own Ufe. 

With thefe two Veffels they proceeded to Bar- 
badoes, off of which I (land, they fell in with a Brifiol 
Ship of 10 Guns, in her Voyage out, from whom’ 
they took abundance of Cloaths, home Money, 
twenty five Bails of Goods, five Barrels of Powder, 
a Cable and Hawfer, ten Casks of Oatmeal, fix 
Casks of Beef, and feveral other Goods, befides 
five of their Men •, and after they had detained her 
three Days, let her go \ who being bound for the 
above laid Illand, fhe acquainted the Governor with 
what had happened, as loon as Ihe arrived. 

' Whereupon a Brifiol Galley that lay in the Har¬ 
bour, was ordered to befitted out with all imagi¬ 
nable Expedition, with 20 Guns, and 80 Men, 
there being then no Man of War upon that Station, 
and alfoa Sloop with 10 Guns, and 40 Men.- The 
Galley was commanded by one Captain Rogers, of 
Brifiol , and the Sloop by Captain Graves , of that 
Illand, and Captain Rogers by a Commillion from 
fhe Governour, was appointed Commadore. 

The fecond Day after Rogers failed out of the 
Harbour, he was difcovered by Roberts and his 
Conlbrt, who knowing nothing of their Defign, 
gave them Chale. The Barbadoes Ships, kept an 
ealy Sail till the 'Pyrates came up with them, and 
then Roberts gave them a Gun,' expecting they 
would have immediately ftruclt to his pyratical 
Flag, but inftead thereof, he was forced to re¬ 
ceive the Fire of a Broadfide, with three Huzza’s 
at the fame Time \ fo an Engagement enlued be¬ 
twixt the Galley and Roberts ’s Sloop, and likewife 
between the Brigantine, and the Sloop which Cap- 
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tain Craves commanded, for about two Hours; 
in which leveral Men were kill’d on both Sides* 
when Rogers grew weary of the Difpute, and left 
off on Pretence of fplicing and knotting his Rigging* 
The Pyrate Brigantine was but ill Mann’d, and 
might eafily have been taken by Graves' s Sloop, 
which would have been the Deftruftion of them 
Jboth, had Rogers been as Zealous for the Service, 
after he had engaged, as he was before he failed out 
of Barbadoes. 

When the Heroes returned into Harbour, they 
made the moft of this Adventure, and the Story 
was magnified to a Degree much beyond the Truth, 
as that they had kill’d 30 or 40 Men, cut and 
tore all their Rigging, and fhattered their Hull 
to Pieces •, but the Reafon alledged for their not 
taking them, was, that the Pyrates out fail’d them, 
and fo run away. 

Roberts loft five Men, and had as many wounded, 
and might very well have rally’d again, had there 
been any Thing to have been got by the Bargain j 
but as the Pyrates were not fo much in fearch 
of Fame, as Plunder, they did not think the ra¬ 
king of a hungry Privateer or two would redom- 
pence the Labour, and fo troubled themfelves nO 
further. 

The Night after this Engagement, the Brigan¬ 
tine went away, and left Roberts by himlelf, in as 
ill a Condition as Kennedy had done. 

After the lofs of the Brigantine, Captain Roberts 
fail’d in the Sloop to the Ifland of Dominico y where? 
he watered, and got Proviftons of thi Inhabitants, 
to \yhom he gave Goods in Exchange. At this 
Place he met with 13 Englijh Men, who had been fet 
afhore by a French Guard de la Cope , belonging to' 
Martinico , and taken out of two New-England Ships, 
that had been feized, as Prize, by the laid French 

Sloop* 
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Sloop. The Men willingly entered with the Py- 
rates, and it proved a feafonable Recruit to 
Roberts. 

They ftaid not long here, tho they had imme¬ 
diate Occaiion for cleaning their Sloop, but did 
not think this a proper Place, and herein they 
judg’d right ; for the touching at this bland, had 
like to have been their Deftru&ion, for they ha¬ 
ving refblved to go away to the Granada Illands, 
for the aforefaid Purpofe, by fome Accident it 
came to be known to the French Colony, who fend¬ 
ing Word to the Govornor of Martinico , he equip¬ 
ped and manned two Sloops to go in queft of 
them. The Pyrates failed direftly for the Grana - 
dittoes, and hail’d into a Lagoon, at Corvocoo , where 
they cleaned with unufual Difpatch, flaying but 
a little above a Week, by which Expedition they 
miffed of the Martinico Sloops, only a few Hours; 
Roberts failed over Night, that the French Men ar¬ 
rived the next Morning. This was a fortunate 
Efcape, efpecially confidering, that it was not 
from any Fears of their being dilcovered, that they 
made lb much haft from the bland; but, as they 
had the Impudence themfelves to own, for the 
want of Wine and Women. 

Thus narrowly efcaped, they failed for Newfound - 
land, and arrived upon the Banks the latter end 
of June, 1720. They entered the Harbour of Tre- 
pajfi , with their black Colours flying, Drums bea¬ 
ting, and Trumpets founding. There were two 
and twenty Vellels in the Harbour, which the 
Men all quitted upon the Sight of the Pyrate, and 
fled afhore. It is impollible particularly to recount 
the Deftruflrion and Havock they made here, burn¬ 
ing and finking all the fhipping, except a Rriflol 
'Galley, deftroying the Fifherie 1 ’, and Stages of the 
Planters, which might caule the Sufferers to 
make this Reflexion: That nothing is fb deplo¬ 
ys! rabk 
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rable as Power in mean and ignorant Hands, it 
makes them wanton and giddy, unconcern’d at the 
Misfortunes they are impoling on their fellow Crea¬ 
tures, and will make them lmile at the Mifchiefs, 
that bring themfelves no Advantage. They are like 
mad Men that cafi Fire-Brands, Arrows, and Death, 
and fay, are not we in Sport ? 

Roberts mann’d the Bristol Galley, he took in the 
Harbour, and mounted 16 Guns on Board her, 
and cruiling out upon the Banks, where he met 
with nine or ten Sail of French Ships, all which he 
deftroyed except one of 2 6 Guns, which they 
leized, and carried off for their own Ufe. This 
Ship they chriftned the Fortune, and leaving the 
Briftol Galley to the French Men •, they fail’d away 
in Company with the Sloop, for a Cruile, and took 
leveral Prizes, viz., the Richard , of Biddiford, Jona¬ 
than Whitfield Matter •, the Willing Mind of Fool ■, the 
Expectation, of Topjham ; and the Samuel , Captain 
Cary, of London •, out of thefe Ships they encreaied 
their Company, by entring all the Men they could 
well Ipare, in their own Service. The Samuel was 
a rich Ship, and had feveral Paffengers on Boardg 
who were ufed very roughly, in order to make 
them difcover their Money, threatning them every' 
Moment with Death, if they did not refign every 
Thing up to them. They tore up the Hatches 
and entered the Hold like a parcel of Furies, and 
with Axes and Cutlalhes, cut and broke open, all 
the Bales, Cales, and Boxes, they could lay their 
Hands on ■, and when any Goods came upon 
Deck, that they did not like to carry- aboard, 
inflead of tolling them into the Hold again, 
threw them over-board into the Sea ^ all this was 
done with inceflant curling and fwearing, more 
like Fiends than Men. They carried with them,' 
Sails, Guns, Powder, and Cordage, and 8 or 9000I. 
worth pf the choiceft Goods ^ and told Captain 
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Cary, "That they jhould accept of no AH of Grace ; 

the A'- and P -1 might he damned with their Alls of 

G - for them, neither would they go to Hope-Point, 

to be bang’d up a Sun drying, as Kidd’/, and BraddifhV 
Company were \ hut that if they jhould ever be overpower'd, 
they would fet Eire to the Powder, with a Piftol, and go 
all merrily to Hell together. 

After they had brought all the Booty aboard, 
a Confutation was held whether they fhould fink 
or burn the Ship, but whilft they were debating 
the Matter, they fpy’d a Sail, and fo left the Sa¬ 
muel, to give her Chace • at Midnight they came 
up with the fame, which proved to be a Snow from 
Briflol , bound for Boflon, Captain Bowles Mailer: 
They us’d him barbaroufly, becaufe of his Coun¬ 
try, for the fake of Captain Rogers, who attacked 
them off Barbadoes , he being of the City of Briflol. 

July the idth, which was two Days afterwards, 
they took a Virginia Man call’d the Little Tork, James 
Philips Mafter, and the Love , of Liverpool , which 
they plundered and let go , and the next Day a Snow 
from Briflol , called the Vh&nix, John Richards Mafter, 
met with the fame Fate} as alfb a Brigantine, Cap¬ 
tain Thomas , and a Sloop called the Sadbury •, they 
took all the Men out of the Brigantine, and funk 
the Veflel. 

When they left the Banks of Newfoundland, they 
failed for the Weft-Indies, and the Provifions grow¬ 
ing fhort, they went for the Latitude of the Ifland 
Ikfedea, to cruife, it being efteemed the likelieft 
Place to meet with fuch Ships as (they ufed in their 
Mirth to fay ) were configned to them, with Sup¬ 
plies. And it has been very much fufpefted that 
Ships have loaded with Provifions at the Englijh 
Colonies, on pretence of Trading to the Coaft of 
Africa, when they have in reality been con- 
Jfigned to them*, and tho’ a fhew of Violence is 
offered to them when they meet, yet they are 
M a Pretty 
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pretty fure of bringing their Cargo to a good 
JVXsirlcct* 

However, at this Time they miffed of their 
ulual Luck, and Provilions and Neceflaries be¬ 
coming more fcarce every Day, they retired to¬ 
wards St. Cbrijlofhers, where being deny’d all Suc¬ 
cour or Affiftance from the Government, they fir’d 
in Revenge on the Town, and burnt two Ships in 
the Road, one of them commanded by Captain 
Cox, of Briflol ; and then retreated farther to the 
Hland of St. Bartholomew, where they met with 
much handfomer Treatment. The Governor not 
only fupplying them withRefrelhments, but carreff- 
ed them in the moft friendly Manner: And the Wo¬ 
men, from fo good an Example let them by the 
Men, endeavoured to outvie each other in Drefs, 
and Behaviour, to attract the good Graces of fuch 
generous Lovers, that paid fo well for their Favours. 

Sated at length with thele Pleafures, and ha¬ 
ving taken on Board a good fupply of frefh Provi- 
fions, they voted unanimoufly for the Coaft of 
Guinea, and in the Latitude of 22 N. in their Voy¬ 
age thither, met with a French Ship from Martinico, 
richly laden, and, which was unlucky for the 
Matter, had a property of being fitter for their 
Purpofe, than the Banker. Exchange was no Robbery 
they faid, and fo after a little mock Complai¬ 
sance to Monfieur, for the Favour he had done 
them, they ihifted their Men, and took leave: This 
was their firft Royal Fortune. 

In this Ship Roberts proceeded on his defign’d 
Voyage, but before they reached Guinea, he pro- 
pofod to touch at Brava , the Southermoft of Cafe 
Verd Iflands, and clean. But here again by an 
intolerable Stupidity, and want of Judgment, they 
got fo far to l eeward of their Port, that def- 
painng to regain it, or any of the Windward 

Parts 
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Parts of Africa , they were obliged to go back 
again with the Trade-Wind, for the Weft-Indies j 
which had very near been the Deftruftion of them 
all. Surinam was the Place now deligned for, which 
was at no lefs than 700 Leagues Diftance, and they 
had but one Hogfhead of Water left to fupply 
124 Souls for that Paflage. A fad Circumftance 
that eminently expofes the Folly and Madnefs 
among the Pyrates, and he muft be an inconlide- 
rate Wretch indeed, who, if he could feparate 
the Wickednefs and Punilhment from the Faft 
would yet hazard his Life amidft fuch Dangers, as 
their want of Skill and Forecaft, made them liable to. 

Their Sins, we may prefume, were never fo trou- 
bleiome to their Memories, as now, when there 
was not the leaft Glympfe of Comfort alive j an 
inevitable Deftruttion feem’d to threaten them, 
and without the miraculous Intervention of Pro¬ 
vidence, there appeared only this miferable 
Choice, viz., a prelent Death by their own Hands, 
or a lingring one by Famine \ for none could have 
the Face to look upwards for Relief, when they 
had to that Moment defy’d the Power which alone 
could preferve them. How dreadful the Thoughts 
of their paft mifpent Life muft be, under their pre¬ 
lent deplorable Circumftances, let the Reader 
judge! 

They continued their Courfe, and came to an 
Allowance of one Angle Mouthful of Water for 
24 Hours \ many of them drank their Urine, or 
Sea Water, which inftead of allaying, gave them 
an inextinguiftiable Thirft, that kill’d them: Others 
pined and wafted a little more Time in Fluxes 
and Apyrexies, fo that they dropped away daily : 
Thole that luftain’d the Milery beft, were fuch as 
almoft ftarved themlelves, forbearing all forts of 
Food, unlefi a Mouthful or two of Bread the whole 

M 3 Day 
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Day, fo that thofe who furvived were as weak as ie 
was pofftble for Men to be, and alive. 

But if the difmal Profpett they fet out with, gave 
them Anxiety, Trouble, or Pain, what muft their 
Fears and Apprehenlions be, when they had not 
one Drop of Water left, or any Thing elfe, that 
could fupport Life. This was their Cafe, when (by 
the working of Divine Providence, no doubt,) 
they were brought into Soundings, and at Night 
anchor’d in feven Fathom Water : This was an 
inexpreflible Joy to them, and as it were, fed the. 
expiring Lamp of Life with frefh Spirits ; but this 
could not hold long. When the Morning came, 
they faw Land from the Maft-Head, but it was at 
fo great a Diftance, that it afforded but an indifferent 
Profpeft to Men who had drank nothing for the 
laft two Days • however, they difpatch’d their Boat 
away, and late the fame Night it return’d, to their 
no fmall Comfort, with a Load of Water, inform¬ 
ing them, that they had got off the Mouth of Me* 
riwinga River, on the Coaft of Surinam . 

One would have thought fb miraculous an Efcape. 
fhould have wrought feme Reformation, but alafej 
they had no fooner quenched their Thirft, but they 
had fqrgot their Drowth, till fcarcity of Provifionsl 
awakened their Senfes, and bid them guard ag ainflf 
ftarving; their Allowance was very fmall, and yet 
they would profanely fay. That Providence which had 
give them Drink, would, no doubt, bring them Meat alfo, 
ij they would ufe but an honefi Endeavour. 

In purfuance of thele honeft Endeavours, they 
were fleering for the Latitude of Barbadoes, with 
'vhat little they had left, to look out fer more, or 
Starve; and in their Way met a Ship th^t an- 
fvered their Neceflities, and after that, a Brigantine; 
the former was call’d the Greyhound , belonging, to 
St. Cbriftofhtrs , and bound to Philadelphia, the 
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of which figned the Pyrate’s Articles, and was 
afterwards Captain of the Ranger, Confort to the 
Royal fortune. 

Out of the Ship and Brigantine, the Pyrates got a 
good fupply of ProvifionS and Liquor, fo that they 
gave over the delign’d Cruife, and watered at 
Tobago , and then came to the Ifland of Marti- 
nico , to make the Governor fome tort of an 
Equivalent, for the Care and Expedition he had 
ihewn, in fitting out two Sloops, to intercept them 
at Corvocoo. 

It is the Cuftom it feems at Martinko , for Dutch In¬ 
terlopers that have a mind toTrade with the People 
of the Ifland, to hoift their Jacks when they come 
before the Town: Roberts knew the Signal, and 
being an utter Enemy- to them, he bent his 
Thoughts upon Mifchief; and accordingly came 
in with his Jack flying, which, as he expected, they 
miftook for a good Market, and thought them- 
felves happieft that could lboneft dipatch off their 
Sloops and Velfels, for Trade : When Roberts had 
got them within his Power, (one after another,) 
he told them, he would not have it faid that they 
came off for nothing, and therefore ordered them 
to leave their Money behind, for that they were 
a Parcel of Rogues, and hoped they would always 
meet with fuch a Dutch Trade as this was \ he 
referved one Veffel to fet the Paffengers on Shore 
again, and fired the reft, to the Number of 
twenty. 

At Dominico , the next Ifland he touched at, they 
took a Dutch Interloper, of 12 Guns, and 75 Men; 
and a Brigantine belonging to Rhode JJland, one Nor¬ 
ton Mafter. The former made fome Defence, till 
fome of his Men being killed, the reft were dif- 
couraged, and ftruck the Colours. With thefo two 
Prizes they went down to Guadalupe, and brought 

M 4 out 
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out a sloop, and a great French Fly-Boat, laden 
with Sugar; the Sloop they burnt, and went on 
to Moonay, another Ifland, thinking to Clean, but 
finding' the Sea ran too high there, to undertake 
it with Safety, they bent their Courfe for the 
North Part ot ' Hifpaniola, where at Bennet s Ivey, 
in the Gulf of Saminah, they cleaned both the 
Ship and the Brigantine. For tho’ Hi fpaniola be 
fettled by the Spaniards and French, and is the Reli- 
dence of a President from Spain , who receives, ana 
finally determines Appeals from all the other 
Spanijh Wejt-Jndia Wands 3 yet is its People by no 
Means proportioned to its Magnitude, lo that there 
* are many Harbours in it, to which Pyrates may 
fecurelv refort, without Fear of Difcovery from the 


Inhabitants, 

Whilft they were here, two Sloops came in, as 
they pretended, to pay Roberts a Vilit, the Mailers, 
whofe Names were Porter, and Tuckerman , addreiled 
the Pyrate, as the Queen of Sheba did Solomon , to 
wit, That having heard of his Fame, and Atcheivments, 
they had put in their to learn his Art and Wif- 
dom, in the Bufinefs of pyrating, being Velfels on 
the fame honourable pefign with himfelfand, 
hoped with the Communication of his Knowledge,,? 
they Ihould alfo receive his Charity, being in want 
of Necelfaries for fuch Adventures. Roberts was 
won upon by the Peculiarity and Bluntnefs of thele 
two Men, and gave them Powder, Arms, and what¬ 
ever ell'e they had Occalion for, fpent two or three 
merry Nights with them, and at parting faid, 
he hoped the L—— would Profper their handy 
Works. 

They palled lome Time here, after they had got 
their Velfel ready, in their ufual Debaucheries^ 
they had taken a confiderable Quantity of Rum 
and Sugar, fo that Uquoc was as plenty as 

Water, 
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Water, and tew there were, who deny’d them- 
felves the immoderate Ufe of it; nay. Sobriety 
brought a Man under a Sufpicion of being in a 
Plot againft the Common-Wealth, and in their 
Senfe, he was looked upon to be a Villain that 
would not be drunk. This was evident in 
the Affair of Hurry Glasby , cholen Matter of the 
Royal Fortune, who, with two others, laid hold of 
an Opportunity at this Place, to move off with¬ 
out bidding Farewel to his Friends. Glasby , was 
a relerved Jtober Man, and therefore gave Occa- 
fion to be futpefted, to that he was loon miffed af¬ 
ter he went away ; and a Detachment being lent 
in queft of the Dilerters, they were all three 
brought back again the next Day. This was a 
capital Offence, and for which they were ordered 
to be brought to an immediate Tryal. 

Here was the Form of Juftice kept up, which 
is as much as can be faid of feveral other Courts, 
who have more lawful Commiffions for what they 
do. — Here was no feeing of Council, and bri¬ 
bing of Witnefies was a Cuftom not known among 
them ; no packing of Juries, notorturingand wrefting 
theSenle of the Law, for bye Ends and Purpofes, no 
puzzling or perplexing the Caule, with untelligi- 
ble canting Terms, and ulelefs Deftinftions • nor 
was their Seflions burthen’d with numberlefs 
Officers, the Minifters of Rapine, and Extortion, 
with ill boding Alpefts, enough to fright Afirea 
from the Court. 

The Place appointed for their Tryals, was the 
Steerage of the Ship; in order to which, a large 
Bowl of Rum Punch was made, and placed upon 
the Table, the Pipes and Tobacco being ready, 
the judicial Proceedings began; the Priloners were 
brought forth, and Articles of Indiftment againft 
them read; they were arraigned upon a Statute 
of their own making, and the Letter of the Law 
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being ftrong again# them, and the Fa£t plainly 
proved, they were about to pronounce Sentence* 
when one of the Judges mov’d, that they ihould 
fir# Smoak t’other Pipej which was according¬ 
ly done. 

All the Prifbners pleaded for Arreft of Judged 
ment very movingly, but, the Court had fuch an' 
Abhorrence of their Crime, that they could not 
be prevailed upon to Ihew Mercy j till one of the 
Judges, whole Name was Valentine Afplant, flood 
up, and taking his Pipe out of his Mouth, faid, 
he had iomething to offer to the Court, in be¬ 
half of one of the Priloners •, and fpoke to this 

Effect. -- By G -•, Glasby jhould not dyed - n 

him if he jhould. After this learned Speech, he fat 
down in his Place, and relumed his Pipe. This 
Motion was loudly oppoled by all the ireft of the 
Judges, in equivalent Terms but Affiant, who 
was refolute in his Opinion, made another pathe- 

tical Speech, in the following Manner. G - d - ri 

you Gentlemen , I am as good a Man as the bejl of you ; 

d—n my S- 1 if ever I turn'd my Back to any Mari 

in my Life , nor ever will, by G -} Glasby is art 

honejl Fellow, notwithfianding this Misfortune, and J love 

him\ D - 1 d - n me, if J don’t: J hope he’ll live 

and repent of what he has down \ but d—n me if he 
mufi dye, I will dye along with him. And thereupon^ 
he pulled out a pair of Piftols, and prelented them' 
to feme of the other learned Judges upon the Bench 
who, perceiving his Argument fo well fupported* 
thought it reafonable that Glasby Ihould be par¬ 
doned and lo they all came over to his Opinion, 
and allow’d it to be Law. 

But all the mitigation that could be obtained 1 
for the other Convifts, was, that they Ihould have 
the Liberty of chooling any four of the whole 
Company to be their Executioners. The poor 
Wretches were ty’d immediately to the Maft, and 

there 
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there ihotdead, purfuant to their villanious Sen¬ 
tence. 

When they put to Sea again, the Prizes which 
had been detained only for fear of fpreading any 
Rumour, concerning them, which had like to have 
been fo fatal at Corvocoo , were thus difpoled of.- 
They burnt their own Sloop, and mann’d Norton's 
Brigantine, fending the Mafter away in the Dutch 
Interloper, not dilfatisfied. 

With the Royal Fortune , and the Brigantine, they 
pulhed towards the Latitude of Defedea 3 to look 
out for Provilions, being very fhort again, and juft 
to their Wifh, Captain Hingftone' s ill Fortune 
brought him in their Way, richly laden for Jamai¬ 
ca 3 him they carried to Berbudas , and plundered 3 
and ftretching back again to the Weft-Indies , they 
continually met with forne Confignment or other, 
( chiefly French ,) which ftored them with Plenty 
of Proviiiohs, and recruited their ftarving Con¬ 
dition } fo that flocked with this fort of Am¬ 
munition, they began to think of fomething wor¬ 
thier their Aim, for thefo Robberies that only 
fupplyed what was in conftant Expenditure, by 
no Means anfwered their Intentions 3 and accor¬ 
dingly they proceeded again for the Coaft of 
Guinea^ where they thought to buy Gold-Duft very 
Cheap. In the Paflage thither, they took Numbers 
of Ships of all Nations, fome of which they burnt 
or funk, as the Carriage or Characters of the Ma¬ 
ilers difpleafed them. 

About 400 Leagues from the Coaft of Africa , 
the Brigantine who had hitherto lived with them, 
in all amicable Correfpondence, and of whom they 
had no Miftruft, thought fit to take the Opportu¬ 
nity of a dark Night, and leave the Commadore, 
to return to the Weft-Indies , under Captain Bradley ; 
this was a fenfible Shock to them, (70 Hands being 
gojie away in her,) occafioned it’s thought, from 
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the Haughty and Magifterial Behaviour of Roberts 
towards them, who regarded the Brigantine only as 
a Tender, and as fuch left them no more than the 
Refufe of their Plunder; however, he put on a 
Face of Unconcern, at this his ill Conduit and Mis¬ 
management, and refolved not to alter his Purpofes 
for it. 

That we may have no more Occafion to talk of 
George Bradley hereafter, I fhall leave Mr. Roberts , 
to purfue his Voyage to Guinea , while we follow 
the Adventures of our new Captain, in which I 
fliall be as brief as pofiible. 

Of Capt. George Bradley. 

O N the 18th of April, 1721, George Bradley* 
went off from Roberts, in the Brigantine call’d 
the Good Fortune, and returned to the Weft-Indies ; 
but, tho’ the Crew of this Veffel, was unanimous 
as to their Separation, yet they were not fo in their 
Relblutions, relating to their foture Undertakings; 
fome of them, being for profecuting their former 
villanious Schemes; and others, to fubmit to his 
Majefty’s Mercy, which could they have had any 
Affurance of, ’tis believed the latter would have 
prevailed. But there was no Aft of Grace then in 
Force, by which they might be entituled to the Be¬ 
nefit of a Pardon, and fo there was no Encourage¬ 
ment for them to turn Honeft. 

The firft Prize they took, (as far as I can learn,) 
was a Ship belonging to Nevo-Tori , Captain Marfton 
Commander, betwixt the Ifland of Jamaica, and 
Hifpaniola ; they did not meddle with the Cargo, 
but took away his Cloaths, Liquors, and Provi- 
fions, and five of his Men, and then let him go. 
In this Cruife they took two or three fmall Veffels, 
and afterwards fpent fometime at one of the Tflands, 
where they clean’d, and rented their Brigantine. #• 

Capt- 
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Captain Bradley , in another Cruife, made him- 
lelf Matter of a ttout Ship, aboard of which he 
mounted 32. Guns, and was called the Morning 
Star •, upon his taking the Command of her, one 
John Fenn was appointed Captain of the Brigan¬ 
tine. With this Force they took feveral Prizes, 
but not fo many as they might have done, had 
they been more refolute, the Fears and Qualms of 
lome, interrupted the Defigns of the reft •, and 
thofe they took, they plundered of little more 
than NecelTaries. At length they concluded upon 
a Petition to his Majefty, which was drawn up 
without Names, and Copies fent of it by feveral 
Ships, which for the Curiolity of the Reader, is 
here inferted. 

To his mojl [ acred Majefly George, hy the 
Grace of God , of Great-Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith , &c. 

The humble PETITION of the Company, 
now belonging to the Ship Morning Star, 
and Brigantine Good Fortune ,' lying under 
the ignominous Name, and Denominiation 
of PYRATES. 

Humbly Iheweth, 

T HAT we your Majefly ’j mojl loyal Subjects, haw 
at fundry Timet, been taken by Bartholomew 
Roberts, the then Captain of the abovefaid Eiffels, and 
Company, together with another Ship, in which we left 
him \ and have been forced by him, and his wicked Ac¬ 
complices, to enter into, and ferve in the faid Company ’, 
as Pyrates, much contrary to our Wills and Inclinations : 
And we your loyal Sub jells utterly abhor ing, and detefling 
that impious way of Living , did, with an unanimous 

Confent, 
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Confent , and contrary to the Knowledge of the faid Ro¬ 
berts, or his Accomplices, on, or about the 18 th Day of 
April, 1721, leave, and ran away from the afore faid 
Ship Morning Star, and Brigantine Good Fortune, 
•with no other Intent and Meaning, than the Hopes of obtain¬ 
ing your Majefty's moft gracious Pardon. And, that we 
your Majefty's moft loyal Subjells , may with more Safety, 
return to our native Country, and ferve the Nation, 
unto which we belong , in our refpettive Capacities, with¬ 
out Fear of being profecuted, by the injured, vohofe Eftatcs 
have fufered by the faid Roberts, and his Accomplices, 
during our forcible Detainment , by the faid Company : We 
moft humbly implore your Majefty's moft royal Ajfent, 
to this our humble Petition. 

And your Petitioners fhallever pray. 

The above is a true Copy of Our humble Peti¬ 
tion to your Majefty, which we have dis¬ 
patch’d by two Several Opportunities, be¬ 
fore this, (viz., one dated the 18th of April, 
1722, the other of the 24th of June follow¬ 
ing.) We have nothing more to add, but 
to teftify our moft earneft Delire, to embrace 
all Occalions, to allure your Majefty, that 
we have nothing lb much at Heart, as the 
want of an Opportunity, to return to our 
Duty. We have been the bolder in repre- 
fonting thole repeated Petitions, being 
very fenfible of your Majefty’s great Cle- 
.mency and Mercy, makes us hope your 
Majefty will extend your unbounded Good- 
nels to us; who unhappily, and contrary 
to our Inclinations, have fallen into a Courle 
of Life, which is very dilagreeable to us. 
GOD PRESERVE YOUR MAJESTY. 

It was not not long after this laft Petition was 
font, before a Period was put to Bradley's Adven¬ 
tures, 



Of Capt. George Bradley. tgi 

Cures, in another Manner*, for the dreadful Hurri¬ 
cane that did fo great Damages at Jamaica, and 
other Iflands, the Beginning of September, 1722, 
proved fatal to him, for he was caft upon the 
Grand Cammanos , to the Leeward of Jamaica , where 
their Ship was loft, but Bradley , and all the Crew, 
got fafe alhore. 

After the Storm was over, the Governor of 
Jamaica, receiving Information of Bradley's Difafter, 
ordered his Majefty’s Ship Launcejlon, to Sea, in 
order to feeu re as many of the Men as he could take, 
that they might be brought to Juftice •, but upon 
landing the Man of War’s Men, Bradley , and the 
old Standers, retreated to the Woods, and about 
forty of the new ones, who pretended they had 
been forced into their Service, furrendered, and 
were brought away to Jamaica , and then to England. 
Bradley himfelf, and three others, furrendred to a 
Veffel belonging to Bermudas , who were carried to 
that Hland, and there imprifoned, and what after¬ 
wards became of them, I know not. 

Of Captain FENN. 

F ENN. , in the Brigantine, weather’d out tha 
Storm, and fail’d towards the Bay of Hondu¬ 
ras, near which he carreened •, he had two or three 
Prifonerson Board at that Time, particularly one 
Captain Durfey , of Rhode IJland , who confulted 
with fome of the Men, of Means for feizing the 
moft hardned of the Crew, and going away with 
the Brigantine \ and a Scheme was accordingly 
laid, but before it was ripe for Execution, Fenn t 
fome Way or other, came to the Knowledge of 
it, by which the Defign was fr ultra ted ■, however. 
Captain Durfey , and four or five more, got on Shore 
with Arms and Ammunition •, and the Pyrates Ca¬ 
noe with three Men coming afterwards to Water, 

Capt- 
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Captain Durfey fecured both Canoe, and Men; up¬ 
on which, the Pyrates mann’d their Boat, and lent 
her alhore, but with the fame ill Succefs, for that 
was allb lecured, and the Men too. After which 
being enraged, they fent another Boat, with up¬ 
wards of 30 Hands; but Captain Durfey, and the 
Company he had by that Time got together, gave 
them fuch a warm Reception, that they were glad 
to betake themfelves to their VelTel again. ' 

Tho’ Captain Fern elcaped the Snare laid for him 
at the Bay, yet he came off with the Lofs of leve- 
ral of his Men, as has been faid, which he thought 
he could have trufted: This Defection made him 
uneafy ; however, there was no looking back, the 
only Security for him, was, to pulh on and accu¬ 
mulate all the Power and Strength that he could 
make himlell Mailer of. He failed for the Wejt-In~ 
dies again, in the beginning of December ; in his 
Way took a flout Ship, commanded by Captain 
Smith , aboard of which he mounted 24 Guns, and 
went himfelf Captain; and this produced a new 
Commander for the Brigantine, who was in an im¬ 
mediate Succeffion from Roberts , for Roberts made Brad¬ 
ley Captain of the fame Brigantine; and Term was, 
as Bradlefz Strength encrealed, made by him ; ana 
now Fenn deputed another, who reigned but a 
Ihort Time. 

In January, Fenn cruiled among the Bahama Illands, 
and took two or three Velfels; one of them was 
the Antelope Sloop, of Dublin , loaded with Pro- 
viflons, which they kept with all her Cargo. With 
this Sloop, the Brigantine and Ship, about the be¬ 
ginning of April laft. Fen came to the Illand of To¬ 
bago, with a Defign to clean : At that Time his Ma- 
jelty’s Ship Winchelfea, happening to touch at Ante- 
go a, received Intelligence of thefe Velfels going in 
there, which were then only fuppofed to be Py- 
raies. The Winchelfea weigh’d and fail’d for the 

Illand 
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tfland, where, he lupprized the Rogues: Fern and 
his Crew, fet Fire to the Ship and Sloop, and fled 
aifliore to the Woods, but the Brigantine efcaped. 
However, the new Comers, and thole who had 
been tired with the Trade, took the Advantage 
of this Confufion, and rofe upon the reft : The* 
Captain and lome others were killed in the Scuffle) 
and his Head cut off, which they brought to C«- 
racco, and there furrender’d thettifelves and Vefteh 
■ Captain Fenn, his Gunner, and rhree others) 
were taken a Day or two afterwards, and carried 
to Antegoa, and executed, without further Cere¬ 
mony, and the former hang’d in Chains. Thole who 
were left behind, were afterwards brought away 
by the HcElor Man of War. 

The Continuation of Captain Robei'fsff 
Adventures. 

W E go back now, to where we left Rohe,-tit 
viz., about 400 Leagues from the Coaft of 
Africa, purfuing his Voyage thither, in the Royal 
fortune, after the Separation of Bradley, 

He fell in to Windward nigh the Senegal, a River 
Of great Trade for Gum, on this Part of the 
Coaft, monopolized by the French, who cdnftantly 
keep Cruilers, to hinder the interloping Trade 1 
At this Time they had two finall Ships on that Sei- 
vice, one of 10 Guns and <?<> Men, and the Other 
of 1 6 Guns and 73 Men • Who having got a Sight 
of Mr. Roberts, and ftippoftng him to be One of 
thefe prohibited Traders, chafed with all the Sail 
they could make, to come up with him; but their 
Hopes which had brought them very nigh, too late 
deceived them, for on the hoifting of folly Roger, 
(the Name they give ‘heir black Flag,) their French 
Hearti failed, aind they both fur readied without 

N any 
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any, or at leaft very little Reliftance. Withthefe* 
Prizes they went into Sierraleon , and made one of 
them their Confort, by the Name of the Ranger, 
and the other a Store-Ship, to clean by. 

Sierraleon River difgorges with a large Mouth, 
the Starboard-Side of which, draughts into little 
Bays, lafe and convenient for cleaning and water¬ 
ing • what ftill made it preferable to the Pyrates, 
is, that the Traders fettled here, are naturally 
their Friends. There are about 30 Englijh Men in 
all, Men who in fome Part of their Lives, have 
been either privateering, buccaneering, or pyrating, 
and ftill retain and love the Riots, and Humours, 
common to that fort of Life. They live very 
friendly with the Natives, and have many of them, 
of both Sexes, to be their Grometta s, or Servants: 
The Men are faithful, and the Women fo obedient, • 
that they are very ready to proftitute themfelves 
to whomfoever their Mafters fhall 'command them. 
The Royal African Company has a Fort on a fmall 
Ifland call’d Renee Ifland, but’tis of little Ufe, befides 
Leeping their Slaves the Diftance making it ill-’ 
capable of giving any Moleftation to their Star¬ 
board Shore. Here lives at this Place an old Fel¬ 
low, who goes by the Name of Crackers , (his true 
Name he thinks fit to conceal,) who was formerly 
a noted Buccaneer, and has robb’d and murdered 
many a Man • he keeps the heft Houfe in the Place, 
has two or three Guns before his Door, with which 
he Salutes his Friends, the Pyrates, when they 
put in, and lives a jovial Life with them, all the 
while they are there. 

Here follows a Lift, of the reft of thofe lawlefs 
Merchants, and their Servants, who carry on a 
private Trade with the Interlopers, to the great 
Prejudice of the Royal African Company, who with 
extraordinary Induiftry and Expence, have made 
Settlements fufficient to carry on a Trade, which 

brings 
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brings more real Advantage to the Kingdom, 
than all other Companies, put tog ether. Where¬ 
fore, 'tis to be hop’d, proper Means will be taken, 
to root out a pernicious fet of People, who have 
all their Lives, lupported themfelves by the La¬ 
bours of other Men. . . 

Two of thefe Fellows entered with Roberts' s 
Crew, and continued with them, till the Deftru- 
&ion of the Company* •’ 


A Li]} of the TVhite-Men , now living oil the 
high Land of Sierraleon, and their Crafty 
which they Trade wit hah 


John Leadftone , three Boots and Periagoei 
His Man Tom , 

His Man John Brown. 

Alexander Middleton , one Long-Boat, 

His Man Charles Hawkins. 

WUumMead, } Parfner *, one Long-Boat,' 

Their Man John Vernofi . 

David Charmers , one Long-Boat* 

John Sandersy one Long-Boat. 

Richard Richdrdforiy one Long-Boat* 


7°, Lon s- Bo!lt:! > 

tohmsUlym,, 1 t ' vormaU Boats ‘ 

His Man John Pranks. ^ 

William WaitSy and one young Man,' 

John Bonnerman . 


mu 


i 


John England, one Ldng-BOat. 

&bbtrt Sample Sy One Long-Boat* 

% iVilliaM 
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William .Prejgrove, 

Harry, Tone Sloop, two Long-Boats, 

D'™ 15 * ? a fmall Boat, and Periagoe, 

Mitchell \\ 

Richard Lamb -* 


With Rocfuis Rodrigus , a Portuguese. 
George Bijhop. 

Peter Brown. 


John Jones, one Long-boat. 
His Irijh young Man. 

At Rio Run go, Benjamen Gunn'. 
At Kiddham, George Teats, 

At Gallyneas Richard Lemmons. 


The Harbour is fo convenient for Wooding and 
Watering, that it occafions many of our trading 
Ships, especially thofe of Prifiol , to call in there, f 
with large Cargoes of Beer, Syder, and ftrong Ly- 
quors, wh ch. they Exchange with thele private 
Traders, for Slaves and Teeth, purchafed by them 
at the Rio Nunes, and other Places to the North¬ 
ward, fo that here was what they call good Living. 

Hither Roberts came the End of June, and had In¬ 
telligence that the Swallow , and Weymouth, two Men of 
War, of 50 Gulrs, had left that River about a 
Month before, and defigned to return about Chrift- 
mas fo that the Pyrates could indulge themlelves 
with all the Satisfaction in the World, in that 
they knew that they were not only fecure wlxilft 
there, but that in going down the Coaft, after 
the Men of War, they fhould always be able to 
get luch Intelligence of their Rendezvous, as would 
ferve to make their Expedition fafe. So after fix 
Weeks hay, the Ships being cleaned and fitted, 
and the Men weary of whoring and drinking, they 
bethought themfelves ,of Bufinefs, and went . to 
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Sea the Beginning of Augufl, taking their Progrels 
down the whole Coaft, as low as Jaquin, plunder¬ 
ing every Ship they met, of what was valuable in 
her, and iometimes to be more mifchievioully wicked, 
would throw what they did not want over-board, 

accumulating Cruelty to Theft, v 1 

In this Range, they exchanged their'old French 
Ship, for a fine Frigot built Ship, call’d the Onflow y 
belonging to the Royal African Company, Captain 
Gc§ Commander, which happened to lye at Seflos, to 
get Water and Neceffaries for the Company. A 
great many of Captain Gee's Men were alhore, 
when Roberts bore down upon her, and lb the Ship 
was the more eafily furprized into his Hands, tho’ 
had they been all on Board, it was not likely 
the Cafe would have been otherwife , for the 
moft Part of them voluntarily join’d with the 
Py rates, and there feem’d to be a general Dilpo- 
fition in the Sailors, towards them •, and whenever 
‘they - talk’d of them, it was with a great deal of 
Pleafure, r commending their brave Actions, as if 
Robberies on the Sea, had been no more than Feats 
of Knight-Errantry \ fo that it was eafy to per¬ 
ceive they wilh’d them Succels •, and even fbme 
Soldiers, who were on Board the Ship, and were 
going as Recruits, to Cape-Coaft-Caftle , in the 
Company’s Service, were fo polfelVd with the gal¬ 
lantry of this Life, that they mull needs offer 
themfelves Voluntiers y but our Pyrates entertain’d 
fo contemptible a Notion of Land-Men, that they 
ablolutely refufed to receive them y at laft, upon 
their earneft Prayers and Intreaties, they admit¬ 
ted fome of them out of Charity , as they were 
pleafed to term it, allowing them no more than 
a Quarter-Share fo they were taken on Board. • 
There was a Clergyman on Board the Onflow y 
lent from England, to be Chaplain of Capc-Coafl- 
Caflle , fome of the Pyrates were for keeping hun, 

IS! 3 albdg^ 
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alledging merrily, that their Ship wanted a Cha* 
plain; accordingly they offered him a Share, to 
take on with them, promifing, he Ihould do no¬ 
thing for his Money, but make Punch, and fay 
Prayers •, yet, however brutifh they might be in 
other Things, they bore fo great a Refpeft to his 
Prder, that they refolved not to force him againft 
his Inclinations ^ fo the Parfon having no relilh 
for this fort of Life, excufed himlelf from accept¬ 
ing the Honour they deffgned him - r they were fa T 
•tisfied with his Excufe, and were fo generous to 
deliver him back every Thing which he owned to be 
his; The Parfon laid hold of this favourable 
Difpofition of the Pyrites, and laid Claim to 
feveral Things which belonged to others, wh'clv 
were alfb given up to his great Satisfaction} in 
fine, they kept nothing which belonged to the 
Church, except three Prayer-Books, and a Bottle- 
Screw, which as I was inform’d by one of the 
Pyrates himlelf, they faid they had Occafion for, 
fpr their own \Jfe. 

The Pyrates kept the Onflow for their own 
Ufe, and gave Captain Gee the French Ship, and 
then fell to making l'uch Alterations as might fit 
her for a Sea-Rover, pulling down her Bulk- 
Heads, and making her flufh, fo that fire became, in 
all Refpefts, as compleat a Ship for their Purpofe, 
as any they could have found they continued to 
her the Name of the Royal Fortune , and mounted, 
her with 40 Guns. 

She and the Ranger proceeded (as I faid before,) 
to Jaejuiu, and from thence to Old Calabar , where 
they arrived about Ottobcr, in order to clean their 
Ships, a Place the jnoft fuitable along the whole 
Coaft, for there is a Bar with not above 1 5 Foot 
Water upon it, and the Channel intricate, fo that 
had the Men of War met with them here, 
they might have bid Defiance to their Strength* 
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for the Depth of Water at the Bar, as well as the 
want of a Pilot, was a fuflicient Security to the 
Rovers, and invincible Impediments to them. Here 
therefore they fat eafy, and divided the Fruits of 
their difhoneft Induftry, and drank and drove Care 
away. The Pilot who brought them into this 

Harbour, was Captain L - e , who for this, and 

other Services, was extreamly well paid, according 
to the Journal of their own Accounts, which do 
not run in the ordinary and common Way, of 
Debtor , contra Creditor, but much more concife, 
lumping it together, and locarrying the Debt in their 
Heads, againft the next honeft Trader they meet. 

They took at Calabar , Captain Loane, and two 
or three Brtflol Ships, the particulars of all which 
would be unnecelfary Prolixity to enter upon, 
therefore I cOme now to give an Account of the 
Ufage they received from the Natives of this Place. 
The Calabar Negroes, did not prove lb civil, as 
they expefred, for they refilled to have any Com¬ 
merce or Trade with them, when they under-* 
flood they were Pyrates : An Indication tint 
thefe poor Creatures, in the narrow Circum- 
ftances they were in, and without the Light 
of the Gofpel, or the Advantage of an Edu-: 
cation, have, notwithftanding, fuch a moral in¬ 
nate Honefty, as would upbraid, and fhame the 
moft knowing Chriftian: But this did but ex- 
afperate thele lawlefs Fellows, and fo a Party of 
40 Men were detach’d to force a Correfpondence, 
or drive the Negroes to Extremities and they 
accordingly landed under the Fire of their Cannon. 
The Negroes drew up in a Body of 2000 Men, as 
if they intended to dilpute the Matter with them, 
and ftaid till the Pyrates advanced within Piftol- 
fhot, but finding the Lofs of two or three, made 
mo Impreffion on the reft, the Negroes thought fit 
to Retreat, which they did with lome Lofs: The 

N 4 Pyrates 
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Pyrates let Fire to the Town, arid then returned 
to their Ships. Tjiis terrified the Negroes, and 
put an entire flop to all the Intercourfe between 
them -, fo that they could get no Supplies of freffi 
Proviflpns, or any Thing e\fe, which obliged them, 
gs foon as they had finifhed the cleaning and turn¬ 
ing of their Ships, to lofe no Time fo they Went 
for Cape Lopez., and watered, and at Anna Bona, 
took aboard a Stock of frefti Provifions, and then 
fail’d for the Coaft again. .. 

This was their laft and fatal Expedition, which 
wefhall be more particular in, becaufe, it cannot 
be imagined that they could have had Affurance 
to have undertaken it, bat upon a Prefumption, 
that the Men of War, fwho they knew were 
upon the Coaft,) were unable to attack them. 

They fell in with the Coaft as low as Cape La~ 
hou, and even that was higher than they defigned, in 
the Beginning of January, and took the Ship, call’d 
the King Solomon, with 20 Men in their Boat, and 
a trading Veffel, both belonging to the Company, 
The Pyrate Ship happened to fall about a League 
to Leeward of the King Solomon, at Cape Appollonia, 
and the Current and Wind oppoftng their work¬ 
ing up with the Ship • they agreed to fend the< 
Long-Boat, with a fufficient Number , of Men, to 
take her.- The Pyrates are all Volunteers on thefe 
Orrafions, the Word being always given, who will 
go? And prelently the ftanch a,nd firm Men offer 
themlelves; becaufe, by fuch Readinefs, they re-, 
commend their Courage, and have an Allowance 
alfb’of a Shift of Cloaths, from Head to Foot, out 
of the Prize, 

They rowed towards the Kin% Solomon, with a 
great deal of Alacrity, and being hail’d by the 
Commander of her, anfvvered. Defiance. Captain 
Trahern, before this, obferving' a great Number 
of Mon in the Bo^t, besau not tp, like, his Vi* 

fitors 
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fitors, and prepar’d to receive them, firing a 
Musket as they came under his Stern, which 
they return’d with a Volley, and made grea¬ 
ter Speed to get on Board: Upon this, he ap¬ 
plied to his Men, and ask’d them, whether they 
would ftand by him, to Defend the Ship, it being 
a Shame they fhould be taken by half their Num¬ 
ber, without any Repulfe? But his Boatfwain, Phi¬ 
lips , took upon him to be the Mouth of the Peo¬ 
ple, and put an End to the Difpute he laid plain¬ 
ly, he would not-, laid down his Arms in the 
King’s Name, as he was pleafed to Term it, and 
call’d out to the Boat for Quarters, lo that 
the reft, by his Example, were millead to the lofing 
of the Ship. 

When they came on Board, they brought her under 
Sail, by an expeditious Method, of cutting the Cable, 
Walden one of the Pyrates, telling the Mafter, this 
yo hope of heaving up the Anchor, was a needlefs 
trouble, when they defign’d to burn the Ship. They 
brought her under Commadore Roberts's Stern, 
and not only rifled her of what Sails, Cordage, &c. 
they wanted for themfelves, but wantonly throw’d 
the Goods of the Company over-board, like Spend¬ 
thrifts, that neither expe&ed or defign’d any account. 

On the fame Day alfo, they took the Ffajhing, a 
Dutch' Ship, robbed her of Mafts, Yards, and Stores, 
and then cut down her Fore-Maft but what lat moft 
heavily with the Skipper , was, their taking forae 
very fine Saufages he had on Board, of his Wife’s 
making, and ftringing them, in ludicrous Manner, 
round their Necks, till they had fufficiently Ihew’d 
their Contempt of them, and then threw rh m 
into the Sea. Others chopp’d the Heads of b's 
Fowls oft, to be dreffed for their Supper, and pour- 
teoufly invited the Landlord, provided he wo dd 
find Liquor. It was a melancholly Requeft to the 
M a ”> but it muft be comply’d with, and I; - was 
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oblig’d, as they grew drunk, to fit quietly, and 
hear them ling French and Spanijh Songs, out of his 
Dutch Prayer-Book?, with other Prophanefe, that 
he, (tho’ a Dutch ManJ hood amaz’d at. 

In chafing too near in, they alarm’d the Coaft, 
and Exprelles were fent to the Engllfii and Dutch 
Factories, giving an Account of it: They were 
lenfible of this Error immediately, and, becaufe 
they would make the beft of a bad Market, refbl- 
ved to keep out of fight of Land, and lofe the 
Prizes they might expeft, between that and Why- 
da h, to make the more fure of that Port, where 
commonly is the beft Booty •, all Nations trading 
thither, efpecially Portuguefe, who Purchafe chiefly 
with Gold, the Idol their Hearts were bent upon ; 
and notwithftanding this unlikely Courfe, they 
met, and took, leveral Ships, between Axim and 
that Place} the circumftantial Stories of which, 
and the panick Terrors they ftruck into his Ma- 
jefty’s Subjects, being tedious and unneceflary to 
relate, I fhalf pafs by, and come to their Arrival 
in that Road. 

They came to Whydah with a St. George’ s Enfign, a 
black Silk Flag flying at their Mizen-Peek, and a 
Jack and a Pendant of the fame, and found a eleven 
Sail in the Road, English, French , and Portuguefe the 
French were three ftout Ships of 30 Guns, and upwards 
of 100 Men each, yet when Roberts came to Fire, 
they, with the other Ships, immediately ftruck their 
Colours and furrendred to his Mercy. One Rea- 
fon, it muft be confefs’d, of this eafy Victory, was, 
the Commanders, and a good part of the Men. 
being afhore, according to the Cuftom of the 
Place, to receive the Cargoes, and return the 
Slaves, they being -obliged to Watch the Seafons 
for it, which otherwife, in fo dangerous a Sea as 
here, would be impracticable. Thefe all, except 
the Porcupine, ranfom’d with him for eight Pound 
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of GoldrDuft, a Ship, not without the trouble of 
lome Letters palling, and repalling from the Shore, 
before they could iettle it:, and notwithftanding 
the Agreement and Payment, they took away one 
of the French Sh : ps, tho’ with a Promile to return 
her, taking with them feveral of her Men for 
that End. 


Some of the Foreigners, who never had Dealing 
this Way before, defired for Satisla&ion to their 
Owners, that they might have a Receipt for their 
Money, which were accordingly given, a Copy of 
one of them, I have here lubjoined, viz.. 

T HIS is to certify whom it may , or doth Concern , that 
we GENTLEMEN OF FORTUNE, have 
receiv'd eight Founds of Gold-Duft, for the Ranfom of the 
Hardey, Captain Dittwitt Commander , fo that we Difr 
charge the faid Ship , 

IVitnefs our Hands , this Batt. Roberts, 

13th o/Jan.1721-2. Harry Glasby. 

Others were given to the Fortuguefe Captains, 
which were in the lame Form, but being fign’d by 
two waggilh Fellows, viz.. Sutton , and Simpfon , 
they lublcrib’d by the Names of, 

Aaron Whifflingpin 3 
Sim. Tugmutton. 

But there was fomething fo Angularly Cruel 
and Barbarous done here to the Porcupine , Captain 
Fletcher , as muft not be palled over without fpe- 
cial Remark. 


This Ship lay in the Road almoft Slaved, when 
the Pyrates came in, and the Commander being 
on Shore, fettling his Accounts, was lent to for the 
Ranfom, but he excufed it, as having no Orlers 
from the Owners 3 tho’ the true Reafon might 
be, that he thought it dilhonourable to treat with 
Robbers^ and that the Ship leparate from the 
Slaves, towards whom he could miftruftno Cruel¬ 
ty, was pot worth the Sum demanded \ hereupon, 

Roberts, 
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Roberts fends the Boat to Tranfport the. Negroes, in 
Order to let her on Fire, but being in haft, and 
finding that unlhackling them, coft much Time and 
Labour, they actually fet her on Fire, with eighty 
ofthefe poor Wretches on Board, chained two and 
two together, under the milerable Choice of perilli- 
ing by Fire or Water: Thole who jumped over¬ 
board from the Flames, were leized by Sharks, a 
voracious Filh, in Plenty in this Road, and, in 
their Sight, tore Limb from Limb alive. A Cruelty 
unparalell’d ! And for which had every Individual 
been hanged, few 1 imagine would think that 
Juftice had been rigorous. 

The Pyrates indeed were obliged to dilpatch 
their Bufmefs here, in haft, becaufe they had in¬ 
tercepted a Letter from General Phips , to Mr. Bald¬ 
win , the Royal African Company’s Agent at Whydahf 
(giving an Account, that Roberts had been leen to 
Windward of Cape Three Points ,) that he might 
the better guard againft the Darjpges to the Com¬ 
pany’s Ships, if he ftiould arrive at that Road 
before the Swallow Man of War, which he affured 
him, at the Time of. that Letter, was purfuing 
£hem to that Place. Roberts call’d up his Company, 
and defired they would hear Phips’’ s Speech, (for fo 
he was pleafed to call the Letter,) and notwith- 
ftanding their vapouring, perfwaded them of 
the Neceflity of moving, for, fays he, ‘ fuch brave 
£ Fellows cannot be fuppofed to be frightned at this 

* News, yet that it were better to avoid dry Blows, 

* which is the beft that can be expected, if over- 
1 taken. 

This Advice weigh’d with them, and they got 
under Sail, having ftay’d only from Ihurfday to 
Saturday Night, and at Sea voted for the Illand of 
Anna Bona , but the Winds hanging out of the Way, 
crofted their Purpole, and brought them to Cape 
Lopcz t where I Ihall leave them for their approach- 
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ing Fate, and relate fome further Particulars of 
his Majefty’s Ship the Swallow , viz., where it was 
fhe had fpent her Time, during this Mifchief that 
wtes done, and by what Means unable to prevent it; 
what alfo was the Intelligence ihe received, and 
the Meafures thereon formed, that at laft brought 
two fuch Strangers as Mr. Roberts t and Captain Ogle t 
to meet in fo remote a Corner of the World. 

The Swallow and Weymouth left Sierraleon , May 28, 
where, I have already taken Notice, Roberts arrived 
about a Month after, and doubtlefs learn’d the 
Intent of their Voyage, and cleaning on the Coaft; 
which made him fet down with more Security to 
his Diverfion, and furnifh him with i'uch Intima¬ 
tions, as made his fir ft Range down the Coaft in 
Auguft following, more profperous \ the Swallow 
and Weymouth , being then at the Port of Princefs a 
cleaning. 

Their ftay at Princefs , was from July 28, to Sept. 20 
1721. Where, by a Fatality, common to the Ir¬ 
regularities of Seamen, (who cannot in fuch Cafes 
be kept under due Reftraints, ) they buried 100 
Men in three Weeks Time, and reduced the Re¬ 
mainder of the Ships Companies into fo fickly a 
State, that it was with Difficulty they brought 
them to Sail •, and this Misfortune was the Ruine 
of Roberts , for it prevented the Men of War’s going 
back to Sierraleon , as it was intended, for he being 
acquainted with their Defign of returning, took 
his Meafures accordingly ^ and this Alteration in 
the Affairs, which obliged them to change their 
Refolution, not coming to his Knowledge, by that 
Means he fell into the Mouth of Danger, when he 
thought himfelf the fartheft from it. The Wey¬ 
mouth being obliged, for want of Hands, to be left 
at Cape Corfo )i the two Men of War fell in with 
the Continent at Cape Appo/lonia , October 20, and 
there receiv’d the fir ft Notice, from one Captain 

Bird , 
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Ptird, who had taken three of the Pyrate’s Men at 
Cape Mount , of thofe mifchievous Exploits of 
Roberts , his taking the Onflow, &c. This awaken’d, 
and put the Men of War on their Guard, tho’ it 
was little expedted Roberts would have had the Bold- 
nefs to make a fecond fuch-like Attempt, becaufe 
it was impoftible to think he could then havd knoiWh 
their weak Condition. 

The Swallow having ieen the Weymouth into Cape 
Corfo Road, November the xoth, plied to Windward 
as far as Bajfapt, for what further Intelligence fhe 
could gain of thefe Pyrates, and to protect the 
Trade, but every where found it undifturbed, and 
were, for that Reafon, returning to her Confort, 
when accidently meeting a Portuguefe Ship, he told 
her, that the Day before, Ihe faw two Ships Chace 
into Junk, an Englijh Veffel, which Ihe believed 
mud have fallen into their Hands. On this Story, 
the Swallow clung her Wind, and endeavoured 
to gain that Place, but receiving foon after (OEto. 
the 14th,) a contrary Report, from Captain Plum¬ 
mer, an intelligent Man, in the Jafon of Briftol, 
who had come further to Windward, and neither' 
faw, or heard any Thing of this • fhe turned her 
Head downward the fecond Time, anchoring at 
Cape Appollcnia, the 13d. at Cape 7 res Puntas, the 
27th, and in Corfo Road, January the 7th, 1721-2. 

They learned that their Confort was, by 
the Affiftance of forne Soldiers from the Caftle, 
gone to Windward to demand Reftitution of fome 
Goods, or Men, belonging to the Royal African Com¬ 
pany,that were illegally detained by the Dutch ,at Dei 
Minas •, and while they were regretting fo long 
a Separation, an Exprefs came to General Phips , 
from Axim, the 9th, and followed by another from 
Dixcove, (an Englijh Fattory,) with Information 
that three Ships had chafed and taken, a Galley 
nigh Axlm Caftle, and a trading Boat belonging' 
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to the Company: No doubt was made, concerning 
what they were, it being taken for granted, they 
were Py rates y and fuppofed to be the fame that 
had fo lately infefted the Coaft. The natural Re- 
fult therefore, from thefe two Advices, was to 
haften for Whydah , for it was concluded the Prizes 
he had taien, had informed them how nigh the 
Swallow was, and withal how much better in Health 
than fhe had been for fome Months paft } fo that 
unlefs they were very mad indeed, they would 
(after being difcoveredj make the beft of thefr 
Way for Whydah , and fecure the Booty there, 
without which, their Time and Induftry had been 
entirely loft} raoft of the Gold lying in that 
Corner. 

The Swallow weighed from Cape Corfo, January 
the 10th, but was retarded by waiting fome Hours 
on the Margaret , the Company’s Ship, at Accra , 
on the Portugal , and a whole Day at Apong , on a 
Perfon whom the General ufed to ftile Mifs Betty f 
(one of’Squire Morrice' s Ships: ) A Conduft that 
Mr. Phips afterwards blamed, altho he had given it 
as his Opinion, the Pyrates could not bepaifedby, 
and intimated, their Stay a few Hours would prove 
no Prejudice. 

This, however, hinder’d the Swallow’s catching 
them at Whydah , for the Pyrates came in to that 
Road, with a frefh Gale of Wind, the fame Day 
the Swallow was at Anchor at Apong , and fail’d 
the 13th of January, from thence, that fhe arrived 
the 17th. She gained Notice of them, by a French 
Shallop from Grand Papa , the 14th at Night, and 
from Little Papa , next Morning, by a Dutch Ship, 
lb that the Man of War, was on all Sides, as they 
thought, fure of their Purchafe, particularly when 
they made the Ships, and difcovered three of them 
to get under Sail immediately,, at Sight of her, 
making Signals to one another, as tho’ they defign’d 

a Dc-' 
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a Defence, but they were found to be three Frenofc 
Ships \ and thole at Anchor, Tortvgueft, aijd Englifij 
all honefl Tfaders, who had been ranfack’d, and 
ranfbm’d; 

This Dilappolntment chagreen’d the Ship’s Com¬ 
pany, who were very intent upon their Market 5 
tho’ in all liklyhood, had they met with them in 
that open Road, one or both would have made, 
their Efcapes^ or if they had thought fit to have 
fought, their Defence would have been more def- 
perate together, and they would have been more 
difficult to have been overcome- 

While they were contemplating on the Matter^ 
a Letter was received from Mr. Baldwin, (Gover¬ 
nor here for the Company,,) fignifying, that thes 
Pyrates were at Jaquin, feven Leagues lower. The 
Swallow weighed at two next Morning, 'January the 
16th, and got to Jaquin by Day-Light, but to nd 
other End, than frightening the Crews of two 
Tor fuguefe Ships on Shore, who took her for the 
Pyrate, that had flruck fuch Terror at. IVhydab: 
She returned therefore that Night, and having; 
been flrengthen’d with thirty Voluntiers, Englijli 
and French , the dilcarded Crews of the Porcupine+ 
and the French Ship they had carried from hence; 
She put to Sea again January the 19th, conjecturing^ 
that either Calabar , Princefs, the River ._Gabotify 
Cape Lopez., or Annahona, muft be touched at for 
Water, and Refrelhment, tho’ they fhould refolvw 
to leave the Coaft. As to the former of thofoj 
Places, I have before obferved, it was hazardous td 
think of, or rather impracticable •, Princefs had been 
a Power Grape to them, but being the firft in the' 
Way, fhe came before the Harbour the 29thj 
where learning no News, the Swallow, without lofing' 
Time, fleered for the River Gabout, and anchored 
at the Mouth of it , February the ift« ; 

•rl’ 
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This River is navigable by two Channels, and 
hasanlftand about five Leagues up, call’d Popaguays, 
or Parrots , where the Dutch Cruifers, for this Coaft, 
generally Clean, and where lbmetimes Pyrates 
come in to look for Prey, or to Relit, it being very 
Convenient, by Realon of a fofc Mud about it, 
that admits a Ship's lying on Shore, with all her Guns 
and Stores in, without Damage. Hither Captain 
Ogle lent his Boat and a Lieutenant, who lpoke 
with a Dutch Ship, above the lfland, from whom 
he had this fliort Account, viz.. That he had been 
four Days from Cape Lopez., and had left no Ship 
there. However, they beat up for the Cape, with¬ 
out regard to this Story, and on the ^th, at Dawn¬ 
ing, was furprized with the Noife of a Gun, which 
as the Day brightened, they found was from Cape 
Lopez. Bay ■, where they difcovered three Ships at: 
Anchor, the largeft with the King’s Colours, and 
Pendant flying \ which was loon concluded to be 
Mr. Roberts, and his Conforts *, but the Swallow be¬ 
ing to windward, and unexpectedly deep in the 
Bay, were obliged to Steer off, for avoiding a 
Sand, called, the French Man’s Bank, which they ob¬ 
serving for fome Time, and rafhly interpreting it 
to be Fear in her, righted the French Ranger, which 
Was then on the Heel, and ordered her to Chafe 
out in all haft after her, bending leveral of their 
Sails in the Purfuit. The Man of War finding 
they had foolifhly iftiftaken her Defign, humour’d 
the Deceit, and kept olf to Sea, as if Ihe had been 
really afraid, and managed her Steerage lb, as to 
let the Ranger come up with her, when they 
thought they had got fo far as not to have their 
Guns heard by her Contort at the Cape. The 
Pyrates had luch an Opinion of their own Courage, 
that they could never dream, that any Body would 
ule a Stratagem to fpeak with them, and fo was 
the more eaftly drawn into the Snare. 

O Th e ' 
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The Pyrates now drew nigh enough to fire their 
Chafe Guns*, they hoifted the black Flag that was 
worn in Whydah Road, and got their Spritfail Yard 
n'ong-fhips, with Intent to board - , no one having 
ever'asked, all this while, what Country Ship they 
look the Chafe to be; but they would have her 
to be a Vortuguefei becaufe they wanted Sugar for 
their Punch, and they thought of nothing elfe. 
It was with the utmoft Condensation, they faw her 
bring too, and hawl up their lower Ports, now 
within Piftol-Shot, and If ruck their black Flag up¬ 
on it directly; tho’ after the firft Surprize was over, 
they kept firing at a Diftance, hoifted it again, 
and vapoured with their Cutlafhes on the Poop, 
tho’ they endeavoured to run away. Being now at. 
their Wits end, boarding was propoted by the 
Heads of them, and fo to make one defperate Pufh; 
but the Motion not being well leconded, and their 
Main-Top-Maft com’ug down by a Shot, after 
two Hours firing, it was declined ; they grew Sick, 
ftrurk their Colours, and called out for Quarters ; 
having had io Men killed out right, and 20 wound¬ 
ed, without the loft or hurt of one of the King’s 
Men. She had 32 Guns, mann’d with 16 French 
Men, 20 Kegroes, and 77 Enghjb. 

While the Swallow was fending their Boat to 
fetch the Prifoners, a Blaft and Smoak, was leen 
to pour outer the great Cabin, and they thought 
they were blowing up; but upon enquiry afterwards, 
found, that half a dozen of the moft Defperate, 
when they law all hopes fled, had drawn them- 
felves round^ what Powder they had left, in the 
Steerage, and fired a Piftol into it, but it was too 
fmall a Quantity to eiaftfc any Thing more, than 
burning them in a frightful Manner. " 

_This Ship was commanded by one Skyrme , a 
If rich Man, who, tho’ he had loft his Leg in the 
•A&ion, would pot fufter himjelf to be drefled, or 

carried 
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carried off the Deck, but like Widrington , fought 
upon his Stump. The reft appeared gay and brisk, 
moft of them with white Shirts, Watches, and a 
deal of Silk Vefts, but the Gold-Duft belonging to 
them, was moft of it in the little Ranger, left in 
the Bay With the Royal Fortune •, lo that not above 
300 1 . come out of her. They then enquired for 
the Colours, but found they were thrown over¬ 
board, 1 fuppofe, from a Fancy they would be dis¬ 
play'd, in a ot kind Triumph, over theln. 

They fecured the Priloners with Pinions, and 
Shackles, but the Ship was lo much difabled in the 
Engagement, that they had once Thoughts to fet 
her on Fire but as this would have given them 
the trouble of taking the Pyrates wounded Men 
on Board themlelves, and that they were certain 
the Royal Fortune would wait for their Return, 
they lay by her two Days, repaired her Rigging 
and other Damages, and lent her into Princefs , with 
the French Men, and four of their own Hands. 

On the 9th in the Evening, the Swallow gained the 
Cape again, and law the Royal Fortune {landing into 
the Bay with the Neptune, Captain Hill , of London : A 
good P refuge of the next Days Succefs,for they did not 
doubt but the Temptation of Liquor, and Plunder, 
they might find in this their new Prize, would 
make the Pyrates very confuted •, and lo it hap¬ 
pened. 

On the loth, in the Morning, the Man of War 
bore away to round the Cape. Robert’s Crew dis¬ 
cerning their Mafts over the Land, went down 
into the Cabin, to acquaint him of it, he being 
then at Breaktaft with his new Gueft, Captain 
Hilt , on a favory Dilh of Solomorigundy, and fome 
of his own Beer. He took no Notice of it, and 
his Men almoft as little, fome laying fhe was a Por- 
tugueje Ship, others a French Slave Ship, but the 
major Partfwore it was the French Ranger return- 
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ing, and were iherrily debating for fome Time, 
on the Manner of Reception, whether they fhould 
filute, or not; hut as the Swallow approach’d 
nigher, Things appeared plainer, and tho’ they 
were ftigmatiz’d with the Name of Cowards, who 
fhewed any appreherfion of Danger; yet fbme of 
them now undeceived, declared it to Roberts , e- 
pecially one Armftrorig, who had deferted from that 
Ship, and knew her well: Thofe Roberts fwore at as 
Cowards, who meant to difhearten fhe Men, asking 
them if it were fo, whether they were afraid to 
fight, or no? And hardly refrained from Blows. 
What his own Apprehensions were, till fhe hawl- 
ed up her Ports, and hoifted their proper Colours, 
is uncertain ; but then being perfe&ly convinced, 
he flipped his Cable, got under Sail, and ordered 
his Men to Arms, without any fhew of Timidity, 
dropping a firft Rath Oath, that it was a Bite, but, at 
the Jame Tune, refohtd, like a gallant Rogue, to get 
clear , or die. 

There was pne Armflrong, as I juft mention’d, 
a Deferter horn the Swallow, whom they enquired 
of concerning the Trim and failing of that Ship; 
he told them fhe fail’d beft upon a Wind, and 
therefore, if they defigned to leave her, they 
fhould go before it. 

The Danger was imminent, and Time very fhort, 
toconfultof Means to extricate himfelf; his Refo- 
Jutionin this Streight, was as follows: ToPafsclofe 
to the Swa''cw, with all their Sails, and receive 
her Broadfide, before they returned a Shot; if 
diftbled by this, or that they could not depend on 
failing, then to run on Shore at the Point, (which is 
fteep to,) and every one to fhift for himfelf 
among the Negroes; or failing in thefe, to board, 
and blow up together, for he fuv the greateft part 
of his Men drunk, paflively Couragious, unfit for 
Service. 

Roberts 
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Roberts himfelf made a gallant Figure, at the 
Time of the Engagement, being dreifed in a rich 
crimlon Damask Waftcoat, and Breeches, a red. 
Feather in his Hat, and a Gold Chain ten Times 
round his Neck, a Sword in his Hand, and two pair 
of Piftols hanging at the End of a Silk Sling, 
which was flung over his Shoulders (according to 
the Falhion of the Pyrates-,) and is laid to have 
given his Orders with Boldnefs, and Spirit ^ com¬ 
ing, according to what he had purpofed, clofe to 
the Man of War, received her Fire, and then 
hoifted his Black Flag, and returned it, fhoot- 
ing away from her, with all the Sail he could 
pack ■ and had he took Aemflrongs Advice, to have 
gone before the Wind, he had probably eicaped• 
but keeping his Tacks down, either by the Winds 
ihifting, or ill Steerage, or both, he was taken 
a-back with his Sails, and the Swallow came a fecond 
Time very nigh to him : He had now perhaps firiiihed 
the Fight very defperatly, if Death who took 
a fwift Paffage, in a Grape-Shot, had not inter- 
poled, and ftruck him dire&ly on the Throat. 
He fettled himlelf on the Tackles of a Gun,- which 
one Stefhenpm , from the Helm, obferving, ran to 
his Affiftance, and not perceiving him wounded, 
fwore at him, and bid him hand up, and fight 
like a Man y but when he found his Miftake, and 
that his Captain was certainly dead, he gufhed into 
Tears, and wifhed the next Shot might be his Lot. 
They prefently threw him over-board, with his 
Arms, and Ornaments on, according to the repeat¬ 
ed Requeft, he had made in his Life-time. 

Roberts was a tall black Man, near forty Years of 
Age, born at Newey-bagh , nigh Haverford-Wcft , in 
Pembrokfliire , of good natural Parts, and perfonal 
Bravery, tho’ he applied them to fuch wicked 
Purpofes, as made them of no Commendation, fre¬ 
quently drinking D - -n to him who ever lived to 
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■wear a Halter. Yet among all the vile and ignomi¬ 
nious ACbs he had perpetrated, he is laid to have 
had an Averlion towards forcing of Men into that 
Service, and had procured fome their Difcharge^ 
notwithftanding lo many made it their Plea. 

When Roberts was gone, as tho’ he had been the 
Life and Soul of the Gang, their Spirits funk; 
many deferted their Quarters, and all ftupidly neg¬ 
lected any Means for Defence, or Efcape and their 
Main-Maft foon after being fhot away, they had 
nothing left, but to Surrender and call for Quar¬ 
ters. The Swallow kept aloof, while her Boat 
palled,‘and repaffed for the Prifoners •, becaule they 
underltood they were under an Oath to blow up-, 
and lome of the Defperadoes ihewed a Willingnefs 
that Way, Matches being lighted, and Scuffles hap¬ 
pening between thofe who would, and thofe who 
oppoled it: But I cannot eafily Account for this 
Humour, which can be term’d no more than 
a falle Courage, fince any of them had Power to 
deftroy his own Life, either by Piftol, or Drown¬ 
ing, without involving others in the lame Fate, 
who are in no Temper of Mind lor it: And 
•at bell, it had been only dying, for fear of 
Death. 

She had 40 Guns, and 157 Men, 4^ whereof were 
Negroes-, three only were killed in the Albion, 
without any lofs to the Swallow. There was found 
upwards of 4000 1 . in Gold-Duft in her. 

The Swallow returned back into Cape Lopez. Bay, 
and found the little Ranger, whom the Pyrates had 
deferted in haft, for the better Defence of the Ship: 
She had been plundered, according to what I 
could learn, of 2000 1 . in Gold-Duft, (the Shares 
of thofe who belonged to her -, ) and Captain Hill, 
in the Neptune , taken the Day before the Albion, 
tv Roberts, was fo juft as to return (unasked) to 
the Value of 50 Ounces, at Barbadoes. 
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To Sum up the whole, if it be confidered, firft, 
that the Sickly State of the Men of War, when they 
fail’d from Trincefs , was the Misfortune that hin¬ 
dered their being as far as Sierraleon , and confe- 
quently out of the Track they then took. That 
thole Pyrates, directly contrary to their Defign, 
in the fecond Expedition, fhould get a bo re Cape 
Corfoj and that nigh Axim, a Chace fhould offer, 
that inevitably muft difcover them, and be loon 
communicated to the Men of War. That the lati- 
ating their evil and malicious Tempers at WhvcLh, in 
burning the Porcupine, and running off with the French 
Ship, had ftrengthened the Swallow with 30 Men. 
That the Swallow fhould mils them in that Road, 
where probably fhe had not, or atleaftfo effe&ual- 
Jy obtained her End. That they fhould be fo 
far infatuated at Cape Lopem, as to divide their 
Strength, which when collected, might have been fo 
formidable. And laftly, that the Conqueft fhould 
be without Bloodflied: l fay, confidering all thefe 
Circumftances, it fhews that the Hand of Provi¬ 
dence was concerned in their Deftruftion. 

As to their Behaviour after they were taken, it 
was found that they had great Inclinations to rebel, if 
they could have laid hold ofany Opportunity. Firit. 
That they were very unealy under a Reftraint, they 
having been lately all Commanders themlelves; nor 
could they brook their Diet, or Quarters, without 
curfing or fwearing, and upbraiding each other, 
with the Folly that had brought them to it. 

So that to fecure themfelves againft any mad 
delperate Undertaking of their’s, they ftrongly 
barricado’d the Gun-Room, and made another Pri- 
Ion before it; an Officer, with Pifdols and Cut- 
Jalhes, doing Duty, Night and Day, and the Pri- 
fbners within, manacled and fhackled. 

They would yet in thefe Circumftances be im¬ 
pudently merry, Dying, when they viewed f !u it 
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Nakednefs,rW they had net left them a halfpenny , to give 
old Charon, to ferry them over Stix: And at their 
thin Commons, they would oblerve, that they fell 
away io faft, that they Ihould not have Weight 
left to hang them. Sutton ufed to be very pro- 
phane, he happening to be in the fame Irons with 
another Prifoner, who was more l'erious than ordi¬ 
nary, and read and pray’d often, as became his 
Condition • this Man Sutton ufed to fwear at, and 
ask him, what he propofed by fo much Noife and De¬ 
votion? Heaven , fays the other, 1 hope. Heaven , you, 
Tool, fays Sutton, did you ever hear of any Py r ates going 
thither ? Give meH —-//, it samerrier Place: 111 give Ro¬ 
berts a Salute of 13 Guns at Entrance. And when he 
found fuch ludicrous Expreifions had no Effeft on 
him, he made a formal Complaint, and requefted 
that the Officer would either remove this Man, or 
take his Prayer-Book away, as a common Difturber. 

A Combination, and Conlpiracy was formed, be¬ 
twixt Moody, Affiant, Magnet, Mare, and others, 
to rife, and kill the Officers, and run away with 
the Ship. This they had carried on by Means of 
a Mulatto Boy, who was allowed to attend them, 
and prov’d very trufty in his Meifages, between 
the Principals j but the Evening of that Night 
they were to have made this Struggle, two of the 
Prifoners that fat next to Affiant, heard the Boy 
whifper him upon the Projeft, and naming to him 
the Hour they ihould be ready, prefently gave 
Notice of it to the Captain, which put the Ship 
in an Alarm, fora little Time:, and, on Examina¬ 
tion, feveral of them had made fhift to break off, 
or lofe their Shackles, (no doubt for fuch purpofe;) 
but it tended only to procure to themfelves worle 
Ldage and Confinement. 

In the fame PalTage to Cape Corf, the Prize, 
Royal Fortune, was in the fame Danger. She was 

left 



Capt. Bartho . Roberts 217 

left at the Ifland of St. 'Ih$mas% in the PofTeffion 
of an Officer, and a few Men, to take in lome 
freffi Provifions,,) which were fcarce at Cape Corfo,) 
with Orders to follow the Ship. There were only 
ibme of the Pyrate’s Negroes, three or four wound¬ 
ed Prifoners, and Scudamore , their Surgeon; from 
whom their feemed to be under no Apprehenfion, es¬ 
pecially from the laft, who might have hoped for 
Favour, on Account of his Employ $ and had flood 
io much indebted for his Liberty, eating and 
drinking conftantly with the Officer • yet this 
Fellow, regardlefs of the Favour, and loft to all 
Senfe of Reformation, endeavoured to bring over 
the Negroes to his Delign of murdering the Peo¬ 
ple, and running away with the Ship. He ealily 
prevailed with the Negroes to come into the De- 
fign} but when he came to communicate it to his 
Fellow Priloners, and would have drawn them into 
the lame Meafures, by telling them, he underftood 
Navigation, that the Negroes were flout Fellows, 
and by a fmattering he Lad in the Angolan Lan¬ 
guage, he had found willing to undertake fuch an 
Enterprize \ and that it was better venturing to do 
this, run down the Coaft, and raife a new Company, 
than to proceed to Cape Corfo , and be hang’d like 
a Dog, and Sun dry’d. One of them abhoring 
the Cruelty, or fearing the Succefs, dilcovered it 
to the Officer, who made him immediately a Pri- 
loner, and brought the Ship fafe. 

When they came to be lodg’d in Cape Corfo-Caftle, 
their Hopes of this kind all cut off, and that 
they were affured they muft there foon receive a 
final Sentence j the Note was charged among 
moftof them, and from vain infolent lefting, they 
became ferious and devout, begging far good 
Books, and joining in publick Prayers, and finging 
of Pfalms, twice at leaft every Day. 
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We think it unneceflary to burthen the Readers 
•with the particular Tryals, which we are fenfiblfr 
in their Nature, muft grow tirefome and flat, like 
Selfions Papers, the Repetition of the fame fort 
of Evidence and Defence, over, and over again-, 
1 fliall therefore give a few of the mOft re¬ 
markable, with Oblervations on the dying Beha¬ 
viour of luch of them, as came to my Knowledge. 

And firft, it may be obl'erved from the Lift, 
that a great Part of thele Pyrate Ships Crews, 
were Men entered on the Coaft of Africa, not 
many Months before they were taken from 
whence, it may be concluded, that the pretended 
Conftraint of Roberts, on them, was very often a 
Complotment between Parties equally willing : 
And this Roberts leveral Times openly declared, 
particularly to the Onflow's People, whom he call¬ 
ed aft, and ask’d of them, who was willing to go, 
for he would force no Body ? As was depoled, by lome of 
his beft Hands, after Aquittal, nor is it realonable 
to think, he Ihould rejefl Jrifli Voluntiers, only 
from a pique againft Kennedy , and force others 
that might hazard, and, in Time, deftroy his Go¬ 
vernment : But their Behaviour foon put him 
out of this Fear, and convinc’d him, that the 
Plea of Force was only the beft Artifice they 
had to ihelter themlelves under ^ in Cafe they 
Ihould be taken, and that they were lefs Rogues 
than others, only in Point of Time. 

It may likewile be taken Notice of, that the 
Country, wherein they happened to be tried, is 
among other Happineifes, exempted from Law¬ 
yers, and Law-Books, fo that the .Office of Regi- 
fter, of neceffity fell on one, not verled in thole 
Affairs, which might plead for want of Form, 
and juftifythe Court, who neverthelefs voted with 
Integrity and Impartiality, 
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But, perhaps, if there was lei’s Law, their might 
be more Juftice, than in fome other Courts •, tor, 
if the civil Law be that Law of univerial Rgafon, 
judging of the Reftitude, or Iniquity, of Men's 
A&ions, every Man of common Senfe is endued 
with a Portion of it, at leaft fufficient to make 
him diftinguiih Right from Wrong, or what the 
Civilians call. Malum in fe. 

Therefore, here, if two Perfons were equally 
Guilty of the fame Faft, there was no convi&ing 
one, and bringing the other off, by any Quirk, or 
turn of Law •, for they form’d their Judgments 
upon the Conftraint, or Willingnefs, the Aim, and 
Intention, of the Parties, and all other Circum- 
ftances, which make a material Difference. Befides, 
in Crimes of this Nature, Men bred up to the Sea, 
muff be more knowing, and much abler, than 
others more learned in the Law •, for, before a Man 
can have a right Idea of a Thing, he muff, know 
the Terms Handing for that Thing: The Sea- 
Terms being a Language by it fell, which no Law¬ 
yer can be fuppofed to underftand he muff of 
Conlequence, want that difcriminating Faculty, 
which fliould dire£l him to judge right ol the 
Fafls meant by thole Terms. 

The Court well knew, it was not poffible to get 
the Evidence of every Sufferer by this Crew, and 
therefore, firftofall, confidered how that Deficien¬ 
cy Ihould befupplied-, whether, or no, they could 
pardon one Jo. Dennis , who had early offered him- 
lelf, as King’s Evidence, and was the beft read in 
their Lives and Conversations: Here indeed, they 
were at a lofs for Law, and concluded in the 
Negative, loling by it, thofe great Helps he could 
have afforded. 

Another great Difficulty in their Proceedings, 
was how to underftand thofe Words in the Aft of 
Parliament, of, particularly Specifying in the Charge, the 
' ■ Qircum- 
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Circumflances of Time , Place , &c. i.e. lo to under- 
ftand them, as to be able to hold a Court} for if 
they had been indifted on particular Robberies, the 
Evidence had happened moftly from the Royal 
African Company’s Ships, on which thefe Gentle¬ 
men of Cape Corfo-Caflle , were not qualify’d to lit, 
their Oath running, That they have no fnterejl directly, 
or indirectly, in the Ship , or Goods , for the Robbery of 
which , the Party fiands accufed : And this they thought 
they had, Commiffions being paid them, on fuch 
Goods: And on the other Side, if they were in¬ 
capacitated, no Court could be formed, the Commi- 
ffion abfolutely requiring three of them by Name. 

To reconcile all Things, therefore, the Court 
refolved, to bottom the whole of their Proceedings 
on the Swallow's Depolxtions, which were clfcar and 
plain, and had the Circumftance of Time when. 
Place where, Manner how, and the like, particu¬ 
larly fpecified according to the Statute in that Cafe 
made, and provided. Butthisadmitted only a general 
Intimation of Robbery, in the Indittment, therefore 
to approve their Clemency , it looking Arbitrary on 
the Lives of Men, to lump them to the Gallows, 
in fuch a fummary Way as muft have been done, 
had they folely adhered to the Swallow's Charge, 
they refolved to come to particular 7 ryals. 

Secondly, That the Prifoncrs might not be Ignorant 
whereon to Anfwer , and fo have all fair Advantages, 
to excufe and defend themfelves •, which muft re¬ 
commend the Juftice, and Integrity, of the Court, 
who heard, with all Patience, any Evidence that 
could be brought, to weaken or coroborate the 
three Circumftances that compleat a Pyrate } firft, 
being a Voluntier amongft them at firft } fecondly, 
being a Voluntier at the taking or robbing of any 
Ship, or laftly, voluntarily accepting a Share in 
the Booty of thofe that did-, for by a Parity of 
Reafou, where thefe Anions were of their own 

dilpo- 
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difpoling, and yet committed by them, it muft be 
believed their Hearts and Hands joined together, 
in what they afted againft his Majefty’s Ship, the 
Swallow- 


T’he Tryals of the Pyrates, 

Taken by his Majeflys Ship the Swallow, begun 
at Cape Corfo-Caftle, on the Coajl of Africa, 
March, the 28th, 1722. 

T H E Commiffion impowered any three named 
therein, to call to their Affiftance, fuch 
a dumber of qualified Perfons, as might make 
the Court always confift of feven : And according¬ 
ly Summons were figned to Lieut. Jo. Barnfley, Lieut. 
Ch. Fanjhaw, Capt. Samuel Hartfeafe , and Capt. Wil¬ 
liam Menzdes , viz.. 

Y Virtue of a Power and Authority, to us 
given, by a Commiffion from the King, un- 
* der the Seal of Admiralty. You are hereby 
* required to attend, and fliake one of the Court, 
* for the trying and adjudging of the Pyrates, 
* lately taken on the Coaft, by his Majefty’s Ship 
* the Swallow. 

Given under our Hands this 28th of March , 
1722, at Cape Co'rfo-Caflle. 

Mungo Herdmsin, Frances Boy , 

James Ships, Edward Hide. 

Henry Dodjon , 

The Commiffioners being met in the Hall of 
the Caftle, the Commiffion was firft read, after 
which, the Prefident, and then the other Members, 
took the Oath, preferibed in the Aft of Parliament, 
and having direfted the Folm of that for Wit- 
neffes, the Court was opened. 

Capt. 
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The Court confined of 
Captain Mungo Heardman , Prefident, 

'James Phifs , Elijj 

Mr. Henry Dodfon,? Merchants. 

Mr. Frances Boy, 3 

; Mr. Edward Hide , Secretary to the African Com -7 
pany. J 

Lieut. Jo. Barnfley, 

Lieut. Cfc. Fanjhaw. 

The following Prifoners, out of the Pyrate Ship 
Ranger, having been commanded before them, the 
Charge, or Indictment, was exhibited. 

Prifoners taken in the Ranger . 

Mens Karnes, Ships from. Time when. 

* James Skyrm 

* Rich . Hardy 


Greyhound Sloop 
Pyrate with Davis 

* Wtn. Main Brigantine Capt. Feet 

* Henry Dennis j 

* VaL sijbplant Cpy rates with Capt. Davis 

* Rob- Birdfon J 

* Rich . Harris 'HPhanix of Briflol , Capt. 

* 2 ). Littlejohn i Richards 

* Thomas How at Newfoundland 
Succefs Sloop 
Willing Mind 


T Her*Hun\ens 

* Hu<?h Harris 

O 

* W.Mackintosh 
Tuomas Wills 

John Wilden 


Richard of Biddiford 
, „ Mary and Martha 

* Ja. Grecnham Little York Phil Hips Mr. 

* John Jaynfon Love of Lancafter 

Chri. Lang Thomas Brigantine 

* John Alitchel ? ^ n 

T.lVithfiandenot S Norman Galle y 
Peter la Fever Z ~ . 

*\Vm.Shurin iJcrenuah and Ann 


J 


OH. 1720. 

1718. 
June \-j 2 0 . 
1718. 
1719-, 

1720. 


1720. 

5 epr. 1720. 
OH. 1720. 

./ty. 1720, 

m*. 
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* Wm. Davis. \ Sierrdeon i of Seig. Jejft* V ly 

jJ : P * a J 0W £Martha Snow Capt. Lady 

Rob . Hartley ( i ) ^Robinfon of Leverpole Capt. 

Jamer Crane J Running 
George Smith[on ) 

vStamvitch Galley Captain 


27 % 

1721. 


Roger Pye 
Rob . Fletcher 


Tarltopi 


Au . 1 "7 21. 


*{- Andrew Ranee A Ztocfe Ship 


Galley of Brifiol ^ I72r> 
at Calii bar S 

Gertruycht of Holland 
Flujlungham 0 ? ditto 


King Sclomam Capt. 7 Ve- 
/?mz off Cape Appollonia 


* Cuthbert Gofs 

* Tho . 

* //rae/ Hynde 
William Church 
Phillip Haak 
William Smith 

Adam Comry gElizrfbetb Capt. Sharp 
Willi^h Graves ^ 

* Peff^ Vine 

John Johnfon 
John Stodgill 
JPenry Dawfon 7 

William Glafs \Whydah Sloop at Jaquln 
Jofiah Robinfon 
John Arnaught 1 
John Davis 
^ Henry Graves 
Tho . Howard 
John Rimer 
Tloomas Clephen 
Wm . Guinneys 


p 


an. H2t‘ 




Tarlton Capt. Tho Tarlton 7 
at AJfmee . 


Porcupine Capt. Fletcher 
'I* James Copns J J 

7 /w. Stretton ~\ 1 

* William Petty 1 

-A//V. Lemmon \ ^ n ' ^ „ 

* Wm. Wood V 0 n J 1 ^ Capt GfC at Ceftt/S Jan. 172*. 

* John Horn 1 /Vrrr 
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Pierre Ravon 
John Du^an 
James Ardoen 
Ettrien Gil Hot 
Ren . Marraud 
John Git tin 
Jo . Richardeau 
John Lavogue 
John Duvlaijfey 


Bart ho . Roberts. 


Peter Groffey 
Renee Frogier 
Lewis Arnaut 
Renee Thoby 
Meth Roulac 
John Gumar 
John Pacjucte 
Allan Pigan 
Pierce Shillot 



You, James Skyrm y Michael Lemmon 9 Robert Hart+ 

Ityy Q^C* 

Y E y and every one of you , are in the Name , and by the 
the Authority , of our dread Sovereign Lord , George* 
King of Great Britain, indittedas follows . 

Forafmuch as in open Contempt of the Laws of your 
Country , ye have all of you been wickedly united y and artir 
* cled together , for the Annoyance and Diflurbance of his 
Afajefly's trading Subjects by Sea. And have in Confor- 
miry to the mojl evil and mifehievous Intentions 7 been 
twice down the Coafl of Africa, with two Ships y once in 
the beginning of Auguft, and a fecond Time y in January 
lajty finkingy burningy or robbing fuch Ships y and faffelsj 
as then happened in your Way . ■ 

Particularly , ye fland charged at the In(tance 9 and In - 
formation of Captain Chaloner Ogle* asTraytors y and 
PyrateSy for the unlawful Oppofition ye made to his Ma- 
jeflfs Shipy the Swallow, under his Command . 

For thaty on the yh of February, lajf pajly upon fight 


of the aforefaid King s Shipy ye did immediately weigh 
Anchor from under Cape Lopez, on the Southern Coafl of 
Africa, in a French built Ship of 32 Gunsy called the 
Ranger, and did Purfuc y and Chafe the aforefaid King's 
Shipy with fuch Difpatch and Prccipitancy 7 as dectared 
ye common Robber /, and Pyratcs . 

That about ten of the Clock the fame Morningy drawing 
Within Gun -(hot of his Majefly^s aforefaid Shipy the Swal¬ 
low, ye hoi fed a pyratical black Ffagy stnd fired feverd 

Chafe 



Capt. BArtho. Roberts • 

Chace Guns , ra as much as ye were able , his Majefiy V 
Servants from their Duty. 

That an Hour after this , wry mV/? /-£ afore- 

faid Kings Ship , ye did audacioufiy continue in a ho- 
(Hie Defence and Affault^for about two Hours more , in 
open Violation of all Laws , and in Defiance of the King’s 
Colours , and Commijfion . 

And lafily y that in the a£ling y and comparing of all 
this , ye were all and every one of you , in a wicled Combina¬ 
tion , voluntarily to exert , and aSl it ally did , in your fever at 
Stations , your utmofi Endeavours , to difirefs the fa; A 

Kings Ship , murder his ALajefty^s good Subjects. 

To which they federally pleaded, Not Guilty . 

Then the Court called for the Officers of tin 
Swallow , Mr. Jfaac Sun , Lieutenant, Ralph Ba!,i id$ 
Boatfwain, Daniel A'/aclaugblin, Mate, defirh.-g them 
to view the Prifoners, whether they knew them? 
And td give an Account in what Manner they nad 
attack’d, and fought the King’s Ship 7 and the/ 
agreed as follows. 

That they had viewed all the Prifoners, as they 
flood now before the Court, and were allured they 
were the fame taken out of one, or other, of the 
Pyrate Ships, Royal Fortune , or Ranger \ but verily 
believe them to be thofe taken out of the Ranger * 

That they did in the King's Ship, at break of 
Day, on Monday , the 5th of February, 1721-a, dif- 
cover three Ships at Anchor, under Cape Lope^i 
on the Southern Coaft of Africa the Cape bear¬ 
ing then, W. S. W. about three Leagues, and 
perceiving one of them to have a Pendant Hying* 
and having heard their Morning-Gun before, they 
immediately fufpe&ed them to be* Roberts the Py- 
fate, his Confort, and a French Ship, they knew 
jiad been lately carried out of Why dab Road; 

The King*s Ship was obliged to hawl off N. 
tyi ?ind W 1 N> Wi tb avoid a Sand called, the 

p French 
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Erench Alan s Bank, the Wind then at S. S. E. and 
found in halt an Hours-Time, one of the three 
had got under Sail from the Careen, and was bend¬ 
ing her Sails, in a Chace towards them. To encou¬ 
rage this R.alhnefs and Precipitancy, they kept 
away before the Wind, (as tho’ afraid ,) but with 
their Tacks on Board, their Main-Yard braced, 
and making, at the fame Time, very bad Steerage. 

About halfan Hour after ten, in the Morning, 
the Pyrate Ship came within Gub-lhot, and fired 
four Chace Guns, hoifted a black Flag at the 
Mizen-Peek, and got their Sprit-fail Yard under- 
their Bow-lprit, for boarding. In half an Hour 
more, approaching Fill nigher, they Starboarded 
their Helm, and gave her a Broadfide, the Pyrate 
bringing too, and returning the fame. 

After this, the Deponents fay, their Fire grew 
flack for lome Time, becaufe the Pyrate was fhot 
lb far a Head on the Weather-Bow, that few of 
their Guns could Point to her yet in this In¬ 
terval their black Flag was either Shot away, or 
haw led down, a little Space, and hoifted again. 

At length, by their ill Steerage, and favour of 
the Wind, they came near, a fecond Time^ and 
about two m the Afternoon, fhot away their Main- 
topmaft. 

The Colours they fought under, befides a black 
Fiag,) were a red EngL'fij Enfign, a King’s Jack, and 
a Dutch Pendant, which they ftruck at, or about, 
three in the Afternoon, and called for Quarters; 
it proving to be a Lrr.ch built Ship of 32 Guns, 
called the Rather. 

Jfaac Sun , 

Ralph Baldricky 
Daniel Alaclau^lla- 

When the Evidence had been heard, the Prifo- 
ners were called upon to anfwer, how they came 

on 
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on Board this Pyrate Ship ^ and their Reafon for 
fa audacious a Refinance, as hath been made againft 
the King’s Ship. 

To this, each, in his Reply, owned h’mfelf to 
be one of thofe taken out of the Ravger - that he 
had figned their pyratical Articles, and lhared in 
their Plunder,vfome few only excepted, who had 
been there toolhort a Time. But that neither in 
this figning, or fharing, nor in the Refiftance 
had been made againft his Majefty’s Ship, had they 
been V'oluntiers, but had afted in thefe feveraf 
Parts, from a Terror of Death, which by a LauT 
amongft them, was to be the Portion of thofe who 
refufed. The Court then ask’d, who made thofe 
Laws? How thole Guns came to be fired? Or why 
they had not deferted their Stations, and mutinied, 
when fb fair a Profpeft of Redemption offered? 
They replied ftill, with the fame Anfwers, and 
could extenuate their Crimes, with no other Plea, 
than being forced Men. Wherefore the Courfi 
were of Opinion, that the Indiftment, as it charg¬ 
ed them with an unlawful Attack and Refiftance, 
of the King’s Ship, was fufficiently proved^ but 
then it being undeniably evident, that many of 
thefe Prifoners had been forced, and feme of therri 
of very fhort ftanding, they did, on mature De-^ 
liberation, come to this merciful Refblution. 

That they would hear further Evidence for, or 
againft, each Perfon fingly, in relation to thoie 
Parts of the Indi£tmer.t, which declared them 
V’oluntiers, or charged them with aiding and. 
aflifting, at the burning, finking, or robbing of 
other Ships for if they affed, or affifted, in any 
Robberies, or Devaluations, it would be a Conviftioit 
they were Voluntiers here fuch Evidence, tho’ 
it might want the Form, ftill earned tho Reafon 
bf the- Law with it. 
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The Charge was exhibited, alio againft the follow¬ 
ing Pyrates taken out of the Royal Fortune. 


1718. 

1718. 

1717- 


171 9 - 


Sadbury Captain Thomas { 
Newfoundland. 


* Mich. Mare in the Rover, Years ago 

* Chrif. Moody under Davis 

* Mar. Jobnfon a Dutch Ship 

* James Philips the Revenge Pyrate Sloop 

* David Symfon ? n . ■ i ~ . 

* The. Sutton ? P >’ rattS '«* 

* Hag. Jacob[on a Dutch Ship 

* W. Williams 1 

* Will. Fernon 

* W. Williams 2 

* Roger Scot 

<* *** 

* 7 °f e ph NoJIter Expedition of Topjham 

Willing Mind of Pool 
Happy Return Sloop 
Mary and Martha r’T uly I 720. 

Succcfs Sloop 
BUjfmg of Lymington 
from Martinicoy 
Richard Pink 
a Filhing-Boat 


►3^*1720. 


*May\qio. 


* John Parker 

* Robert Crow 

* George Smith 

* Ja. Clements 

* John Walden • 

* Jo. Alans field 
James h arris 

* John Philips 
Harry Glasby 
Huff Menzies 

* Magnus 

* J°f e ph Moor May Flower Sloop .. 


^Samuel Capt. Caty July irzo* 




'I' John du Frock 
Wm . Champnics (Loyd Galley Capt. Hyng- 
George Danfon ffton. ' 

-f- JJ'aac Ruffel ^ 

Robert Lilbourn ^ 

^ Robert Johnfon (Jeremiah and Capt.^ 
R 7 ??;. Darling ?'Turner 
Iffa. /J/fW Jt 


Feb. 


I " 2 D. 


1721J 


s 


<>> 172». 
Tho* 
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T 
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Chrifiopher Snow 
Norman Galley 
a Sloop at St. Nicholas 
a Butch Ship. 

Adventure Sloop 
a Butch Galley 
ditto run from the Swallow j j 


1721- 


Capt . 

Thomas Biggies 

* itew. Jeffreys 
John s Francia 

* Da. Harding 

* John Coleman 

* Charles Bunce 

* -fa. Armflrong 

* Harper 

* Pwr Lefley 
*John Jeffup 1 
Thomas Watkens 

* Phillip Bill 

* 7a. Stephenfon 

* James Cromby 
Thomas Garrat 
-f' George Ogle 
Reger Gorfuch 
John Watfon 
William Child 

* ^Mercy Galley at Calabar Oth 172T. 

* Pet.Scudamore 3 
Chrifi . Grander ^ . 

•»T' J r. » J 1 


yOnjloxo Capt. GVf at SV/?0J May 1711* 


^Martha Snow 


1721. 


Nlcho. Brattle 
James White 
Tho. Davis 
Tho . Swr 

* fa&. Bevins 


\Cornwell 
r labar 


Galley at 


* David Rice 

■ 

j 


* fa£. 

Joceline Capt. 

ditto. 

//«£/? Riddle 
Stephen Thomas 

^Diligence Boat 

Ja. 1721. 

* John Lane 

"J 


* SWwz. Fletcher 

/ 

ditto. 

* f'Fw. Phillips 
Jacob Johnfon 

\>King Solomon 

* 7°^ 

Robinfon Capt. Kanning 

P 3 

ditto. 

Wm 

# 

Benjaman Par 



William May 
Ed. Ehornden 

* George Wilfon 
Edward Tarlton 

* Robert Hays 
Thomas Roberts 
John Richards 
'John Cane 
Richard Wood 
Richard Scot 
Wm. Davifon 
Sam . Morwell 
Edward Evans 

* 7 ^ ?#/> 1 
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^Elizabeth Capt. Sharp ' 

'(Tarlton of Leverpool at( 
t Cape la Hou 


\ 

"l 

L Porcupine Capt. Fletcher j , 
j Whydah Rpad P*' 

J 

furrender’d up at St.7tf 


Charlton Capt. Allmight. Feb. 1721. 


174 . 


You, Glasby, William Davifon, William Champ - 

Samuel Morwell, Ore. 

Y E, and every one of you, are, in the Name, and by 
the Authority of our mofi dread Sovereign Lord 
George, King of Great Britain, indiBed as follows. 

Forafmuch as in open Contempt, and. Violation of the 
Daws of your Country, (to which ye ought to have been Sub v 
jcSl, )ye have all of been wickedly united and arti* 
ced together , for the Annoyance and Deftruttton of his 
Majefiy's trading Subjects by Sea , and in Conformity to 
fo wicked an Agreement , and Affociation : Ye have, twice 
lately been down this Coaft of Africa, once in Auguft, 
and a fcccnd Tmc in January lofty [foiling and deflrcy- 
2-eg many Goods and Vcffels^ of his Majcfty s Subjects y and 
ether trading Nations. 

Particularly ye ft and indicted at the Information and 
Jnffan.ce of Caft am Chalcner Ogle, as Traytors y Rob« 
bersy PyrateSy and common Enemies to Mankind . 

For that on the ic th of February lofty in a Shi f ye 
were pcffcfs d of called the Royal Fortune, of 40 Guns y 
ye did maintain a hoftile Defence and Reftftance 0 for fome 
flours , agon ft his Majefiy*s Ship the Swallow, tjgh Cafe 


Lopez Lay, cn the Souther?; Coaft of Africa, 


Tfat 



Capt. Bartho. Roberts. 231 

That this Fight, ^ and infolent Ref fiance, again ft the 
Xing's Ship, was made, not only without at.y Pretence of 
Authority, more than that of your own friz ate depraved 
Wills, but was done alfo under a black Flag, flagrantly 
by that, denoting your [elves common Robbers, and Traitors, 
Oppofers, and Violators of the Laws. 

And laflly, that in this Ref fiance, ye were all of you 
Voluntiers, and did, as fuch, contribute your ntmofi Ef¬ 
forts, for difabling and difireffng the aforei'aid Kings 
Ship, and deterring his Afajefiy s Servants therein, from 
their Duty. 

To which they federally pleaded, Not Guilty. 

Whereupon, the Officers of his Majefty’s Ship, 
the Swallow, were called' again, and teftify'd as 
follows. 

That they had leen all the Prifoners now before 
the Court, and knew them to be the lame which 
were taken out of one or other of the Fyrate Ships, 
Royal Fortune, or Ranger, but verily believe them, to 
be thole taken out of the Royal Fortune. 

That the Prifoners were polTels’d of a Ship of 
40 Guns, call’d the Royal Fortune, and were at an 
Anchor under Cape Lopez., on the Coaft of Africa, 
with two others: When his Majefty’s Ship the 
Swallow, (to which die Deponents belong’d, and were 
Officers,) flood in for the Place on Saturday, the 
loth of February, 1721-2. the largeft had a Jack, 
Enfign, and Pendant flying, (being this Royal For¬ 
tune ,) who on Sight of them, had their Boats 
palling, and repairing, from the other two, which 
they fuppofed to be with Men ■, the Wind not 
favouring the afore la id King’s Ship, Ihe was oblig¬ 
ed to make two Trips, to gain nigh enough the 
Wind, to fetcli in with the Pyrate; and being at 
length little more than random Shot from them, 
they found ihe flipped her Cable, and got under 
Sail. . 1 

P4 


At 
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At eleven, the Pyrate was within Piftol-Shot, a 
breaft of them, with a black Flag, and Pendant 
hoifted at their Main-topmaft Head. The Depo¬ 
nents fay, they then ftruck the French Enfign, that 
had continued hoifted at their Staff all the Morn¬ 
ing till then-, and difplay’d the King’s Colours, 
giving her, at the fame Time, their Broadfide, 
which was immediately returned. 

The Pyrate’s Mizen-topmaft fell, and fome of 
her Rigging was torn, yet fheftill out fail’d the Man 
of War, and flid half Gun-Shot from them, while 
they continued to Fire, without Intermiffion, and 
the other to return fuch Guns, as could be brought 
to bear, till by favour of the Winds, they were 
advanced very nigh again and after exchanging a 
few more Shot, about half an Hour paft one, his. 
Main-Maft came down, having received a Shot a 
little below the Parrel. * 

At two, fhe ftruck her Colours, and call’d for 
Quarters, proving to be a Ship, formerly called the 
Onflow, but by them, the Royal Fortune \ and the 
Prifbners from her, allured them, that the fmalleft 
Ship of the two, then remaining in the Road, 
belonged to them, by the Name of the Little Ran¬ 
ger, which they had defertei on this Occafion. 

Jfaac Sun , 

Ralph Baldricl , 
Daniel Maclauglin . 

The Prifoners were ask’d by the Court, to the 
fame Purpofe the others had been in the Morn¬ 
ing what Exception they had tJ make again# 
what had been Sworn ? And what they had to fay 
in their Defence? And their Reply were much 
the fame with the other Prifbners \ that they 
were forc’d Men, had not fired a Gun iri this Re- 
fiftance againft the Swallow , and that what little 
Ailiftauce they did give on this Occafion, was to 
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the Sails and Rigging, to comply with the arbitra¬ 
ry Commands of Roberts , who had threatned, and 
they were perfwaded, would have Shot them on 
Refufal. 

The Court to difpenfe equal Juftice, mercifully re- 
folved for thefe, as they had done for the other Pyrate 
Crew; that further Evidence fhould be heard 
againft each Man fingly, to the two Points, of 
being a Voluntier at firft, and to their particular 
Afts of Py racy and Robbery fince: That fb Men, 
who had been lately received amongft them, and 
as yet, had not been at the taking, or plundering, 
of any Ship, might have the Opportunity, and 
Benefit, of clearing their Innocence, and not fall 
promifcuoufly with the Guilty. 

By Order of the Court , 

John Atkins, Regifter. 

William Philips. 

I T appeared by the Evidence of Captain Jo. Tra- 
hern , and George Fern , Mate, of the King Solomon , 
that this Prifoner was Boatfwairi of the fame Ship, 
when fhe was attacked, and taken, off Cape Appo- 
Icnia , the 6th of January laft, by the Pyrate’s 
Boat. 

When the Boat drew nigh, (they fayj it was 
judged from the Number of Men in her, that they 
were Pyrates, and being hailed, anfwer’d. Defiance • 
at which the Commander fnatch’d a Mufque!: from" 
one of his Men, and fired, asking them at the 
fame Time, whether they would hand by him, to 
4 efend the Ship ? But the Pyrates returning a Vol¬ 
ley, and crying out, they would give no Quarters 
if any Reftftance was made, this Prifoner took 
upon him to call out for Quarters, without the 
Matter’s Confent, and miflead the reft, to laying 
down their Arms, and giving up the Ship, to half 
the Number of Men, and in an open Boat. It was 

further 
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further evident he became, after this, a Voluntier 
amongft them. Firft, becaufe he was prefently very- 
forward and brisk, in robbing the Ship, King Solomon , 
of her Provifions and Stores. Secondly, becaule 
he endeavoured to have his Captain ill uted; 
and laftly, becaule he had confefs’d to Fern , that 
he had been obliged to fign their Articles that 
Night, (a Piftol being laid on the Table, to ligni- 
fy, he muft do it, or be Shot,) when the whole 
appeared to be an Untruth from other Evidence, 
who alio alferted, his being armed, in the A&iom 
againlt the SwAlow. 

In anfwer to this, he firft obferved upon the Un- 
happinels of being friendlefs in this Part of the 
World, which, ellewhere, by witneffing to the Ho- 
refty of his former Life, would, he believed, in a 
great Meafure, have invalidated the wrong Evi¬ 
dence had been given, of his being a Voluntier with 
the Pyrates. He owns indeed, he made no Applica¬ 
tion to his Captain, to intercede for a Dilcharge, 
but excules it with faying, he had a dillike to him, 
and therefore was lure that fuch Application would 
have avail’d him nothing. 

The Court obferved the Pretences of this, and 
other of the Pyrates, of a Piftol, and their Arti¬ 
cles, being ferved up in a Diflx together, or of their 
being mifufed and forced from an honeft Service, 
was often a Complotment of the Parties, to ren¬ 
der them lefs lulpetted of thole they came from, 
and was to anfwer the End of being put in a News- 
Paper, or Affidavit: And the Pyrates were fo ge¬ 
nerous as not to refute a Compliment to a Brother 
that coft them nothing, and, at the fame Time, 
fecured them the beft Hands^ the beft, I call them, 
becaufe fuch a Dependance made them aft more 
lpoldly. Guilty. 
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*■ Harry Glasby, Matter. 

T Here appearing feveral Perlbn,s in Court, who 
had been taken by Roberts's Ship, whereof the 
Priloner was Maher, their Evidence was accepted 
as follows. 

Jo. Trahern, Commander of the King Soloman, de- 
poled, the Priloner, indeed, to aft as Matter of the 
Pyrate Ship (while he was under Reftraint there) 
but was obferved like no Matter, every one obey¬ 
ing at Difcretion, of which he had taken Notice, 
and complained to him, how hard a Condition it 
was, to be a Chi if among Brutes * that he was 
weary of his Life, and fuch other Expreffions, (now 
out of his Memory?) as fhew’d in him a great Difm- 
clination to that Courfe of Living. 

Jo. Wingfield , a Priloner with them at Calabar 9 
fays the lame, as to the Quality he afted in, but 
that he was Civil beyond any of them, and verily 
believes, that when the Brigantine he lerved on Board 
of, as a Faftor for the African Company, was voted' 
to be burnt, this Man was the Inftrument of pre¬ 
venting it, expretting himlelf with a great deal of 
Sorrow, for this, and the like malicious Rogueries 
of the Company he was in ^ that to him fhewed, 
Jre had afted with Reluftancy, as one who could 
not avoid what he did. He adds further, that when 
one Hamilton , a Surgeon, was taken by them, and 
the Articles about to be impoled on him, he op- 
pofed, and prevented it. And that Hunter, another 
Surgeon, among them, was cleared at the Prifoners 
Inftance and Perfwatton j from which laft, this 
Deponent had it allured to him, that Glasby had 
once been under Sentence of Death, on Board of 
them, with two more, for endeavouring an Elcape 
in the Weft-Indies, and that the other two were 
really Shot for it. 

Elizabeth Trengrove , who was taken a PafTenger in 
jji aAfmm Company’s Ship Onflow, ftrengthen'd the 

Evidence 
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Evidence of the laft Witnefs, for .having heard 
a .good Charafter of this Glasby, Jhe enquired 
of the Quarter-Mafter, who was then on Board a 
robbing' whether or no Ihe could fee him ? And he 
tol d her, No j they never ventured him from the 
Ship, for he had once endeavoured his Elcape, and 
they had ever fince continued jealous of him. 

Edward Crifp , Captain Trengrove, and Captain Sharp, 
who had all been taken in their Turns, acknow¬ 
ledge for them (elves and others, who had unluckily 
fallen into thofe Pyrates Hands, that the good 
Ufage they had met with, was cheifly thro’ the 
Pritbners Means, who often interpofed, for leaving 
fufticient Stores and Inftruments on Board the Ships 
they had robbed, alledging, they were fuperfluous 
and unnecelfary there. 

James White, whole Bulinefs was Mulick, and was 
on the Poop of the Pyrate Ship in Time of Aftion 
with the Swallow, depoled, that during the Engage¬ 
ment, and Defence Jhe made, he never law the Pri- 
ioner bulled about the Guns, or giving Orders 
either to the loading, or firing of them ■, but that he 
wholly attended to the letting, or triming, 
of the Sails, as Roberts commanded- and thac 
in the Conclufion, he verily believed him to be 
the Man who prevented the Ships being blown up, 
by letting trufty Centinels below, and oppofing 
himfelf againft fuch hot headed Fellows, as had 
procured lighted Matches, and were going down for 
that Purpole. 

Ifaac Sun, Lieutenant of the Man of War, depofed, 
that when he came to take PoJTefiion of the Prize, 
in the King’s Boat, he found the Py rates in a very 
diftrafted and divided Condition \ lbme being for 
blowing up, and others (who perhaps luppofed 
themlelves leaft culpable) oppofing it: That in 
this Confufion he enquired for the Priloner, of 
whom he had before heard a good Charafter \ and 

thinks 
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thinks he rendered all the Service in his Power, 
for'preventing it •, in particular, he underftood by 
all Hands, that he had feized, and taken, from one 
James Phil ps, a lighted Match, at the Inftant 
he was going down to the Magazine, fwearing, that 

that fhould Vend them all to H-1 together. He 

had heard alfo, that after Roberts was killed, the 
Priloner ordered the Colours to be ftruck •, and had 
fince Ihown, how oppofite his Pra&ice and Prin¬ 
ciples had been, by difcovering who were the 
greateft Rogues among them. 

The Prifoner in his own Defence, lays, when 
he had the Misfortune of falling into the Pyrates 
Hands, he was chief Mate of the Samuel, of Lon¬ 
don , Captain Cary , and when’ he had hid himfelf, 
to prevent the Defign of carrying him away, they 
found him, and beat and threw him over-board. 
Seven Days after wards, upon his objecting againft, and 
refufing to fign their Articles, he was cutandabu- 
fed again: That tho’ after this, he ingratiated him¬ 
felf, bv a more humble Carriage, it was only to make 
Life eafy the Shares they had given him, having 
been from Time to Time returned again, to fuch Pri- 
foners as fell in his Way \ till of late indeed, he had 
made a fmall Refervation, and had defired Captain 
Loan , to take two or three Moidores from him, to car¬ 
ry to his Wife. He was once taken, he fays, at ma¬ 
king his Efcape, in the Weft-Indies, and with two 
more fentenced to be Shot for it, by a drunken 
Jury ; the latter actually fuffered, and he was pre- 
ferved only by one of the chief Pyrates taking a 
fudden liking to him, and bullying the others. A 
fecond Time he ran away at Hijpaniola, carrying, 
a Pocket Compafs, for conducing him through 
the Woods, but that being a moft defolate, and. 
wild Part of the Ifland he fell upon, and he igno¬ 
rant how to direft his Courle, was obliged after 
two or three Days wandering, to return towards th«? 
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Ship again, denying with egregious Oaths, the D 2 -* 
figa he was charged with, for Fear theiy fhould 
ihoot him. From this Time he hopes it Will be 
lome Extenuation of his Fault, that moft of the 
acquitted Priibners can Witnefs, they entertained 
Jealoufies of him, and Roberts would not admit him 
into his Secrets^ and withal, that Captain Cary, 
(and four other PalTengers with him) had made 
Affidavit, of his having Been forced from his Em¬ 
ploy, which tho’ he could not produce, yet he 
humbly hoped, the Court would think highly pro-* 
bable from the Circumftances offered. 

On the whole, the Court was of Opinion, Ar- 
tifts had the beft Pretenfion to the Plea of Force, 
from the Neceffity Pyrates are fometimes under 
of engaging fuch, and that many Parts of his own 
Defence had been confirmed by the Evidence, who 
had aiferted he atted with Reluctance, and had 
exprelfed a Concern and Trouble for the little 
Hopes remain’d to him, of extricating himfelf. 
That he had ufed all Prifoners (as they were called) 
well, at the hazard of ill Ufage to himfelf. That 
he had not in any military Capacity aififted their 
Robberies. That he had twice endeavoured his 
Efcape, with the utmoft Danger. Acquitted, him. 

Captain James Skyrfn. 

I T appeared from the Evidence of feveral Pri-- 
foners acquitted, that this Skyrm commanded 
the Ranger, in that Defence {he made againft the 
King’s Ship that he ordered the Men to their 
Quarters, and the Guns to be loaded, and firedy 
having a Sword in his Hand, to enforce thofe Com¬ 
mands ^ and beat fuch to their Duty, whom lie 
efpied any way negligent, or backward. That 
altho’ he had loft a Leg in the A&ion, his Temper 
was fo warm, as to refufe going off the Deck, tiff 
he found all was loft.- 

In 
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In his Defence he fays, he was forced from a 
Mates Employ on Board a Sloop, called the Greyhound i 
of St.Chriflophers, Oil. 1720. The Py rate having drub¬ 
bed him, and broke his Head, only for offering 
to go away when that Sloop was difmiffed. Cuflom 
and Succefs had fince indeed blunted, and, in fome 
Meafure, worn out the Senfe of Shamebut that 
he had really for feveral Months paft been Sick, and 
difqualified for any Duty, and tho’ Roberts had 
forced him on this Expedition much again!! his 
Will, yet the Evidence muff be fenfible, the Title 
of Captain gave him no Preheminence, for he could 
not be obeyed, tho’ he had often called to them, 
to leave off their Fire, when he perceived it to be 
the King’s Ship. 

The Sicknefs he alledged, but more efpecially the 
Circumffar.ee of lofmg his Leg, were Aggravations 
of his Fault, brewing him more alert on fuch 
Occafions, than he was now willing to be thought: 
As to the Name of Captain, if it were allowed to 
1 give him no Precedence out of Battle, yet here 
it was prov’d a Title of Authority •, fuch an Au¬ 
thority as could direlt an Engagement againff the 
King’s Colours, and therefore he was in the high- 
eft Degree, Guilty. 


Peter Scudamore. 


H Arry Glasby, Jo. Wingfield , and Nicholas Brattle , 
depofe thus much, as to his being a Voluntier 
with the Pyrates, from Capt. Rolls, at Calabar. Firft, 
That he quarrelled with Moody, (one of the Heads 
of the Gang) and fought with him, becaufe he 
oppofedhis going, asking Rolls, in a leering man¬ 
ner, whether he would not be fo kind, as to put 
him into the Gaaette, when he came Home. And, 
at another Time, when he was going from the 
Pyrate Ship, in his Boat, a Turnado anfe, JWijh, 
lays he, the Rafcal may be drowned, f.r he is a great 

Rogue 
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Rogue , and has endeavoured to do me all the ill Offices he 
could among thefe Gentlemen , ( i. e. Py rates.) 

And iecondly. That he had figned the Pyrate’s 
Articles with a great deal of Alacrity, and gloried 
hj—having been the firft Surgeon that had done fo, 
(for before this, it was their Cuftom to change 
their Surgeons, when they defired it, after ha¬ 
ving lerved a Time, and never obliged them to 
lign, but he was refolded to break thro this, for 
the good of thole who were to follow,) fwearing 
immediately upon it, he was now, he hoped, as 
great a Rogue as any of them. 

Captain Jo. Trahern , and George Fenri , his Mate, 
depoled the Prilbner to have taken out of the 
King Solomon , their Surgeon’s capital Inftruments, 
forne Medicines, and a Back-Gammon Table} which 
latter became the Means of a Quarrel between one 
tVincon, and he, whole Property they fhould be^ 
and were yielded to the Prilbner. 

Jo. Sharpy Mailer of the Elizabeth, heard the 1 
Prilbner ask Roberts leave to force Comry , his Sur¬ 
geon, from him, which was accordingly done, and 
with him, carried allb fome of the Ships Medi¬ 
cines : But what gave a fuller Proof of the dilho- 
nelly of his Principles, was, the treacherous De- 
lign he had formed of running away with the 1 
Prize, in her Paffage to Cape Corfo, tho’ he had 
been treated ■ with all Humanity, and very un¬ 
like a Prilbner, on Account of his Employ and 
better Education, which had rendred him lels 
to be fufpefted. 

Mr. Child , (acquitted) depos’d, that in their Paf- 
lage from the Hland of St. Thomas , in the Fortuni 
Prize, this Prifoner was feveral Times tempting 
him, into Meafures of rifmg with the Negroes, 
and killing the Swallow ’s People, Ihewingyhim^ 
how eafily the white Men might beTemolilhed, and 
8 new Company raifed at Angola, and that Part cff 
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the GoSft, for fays he, I underhand how to Na¬ 
vigate-a Ship, and caii loon, teach you to Sceer 
and is it not better to do this, than to go bale k to 
Cape Corfo, and be hanged and ( Sun-dry’d ? Td 
which the Deponent replying, he was not affaid 
of being hanged, Scudamore bid him be ftill, and ro 
harm Ihould come to him •, but before the next 
Day-Evening, which was the defigned Time of 
executing this Projeft, the Deponent diftovered it td 
the Officer, and affined him, Scudamore had becfn talk¬ 
ing all the preceeding Night to the Negroes, iri 
Angolan Language. 

Jfaac Be met heard the Prifoner ask James Harris'^ 
a Pyrate, (left with the ivounded in the Prize,) 
whether he was willing to come into the Pro]eft of 
running away with the Ship, and endeavour the 
railing of a new Coihpany, but turned the Dil- 
courle to Horfo Racing, as the Deponent crept 
nigher •, he acquainted the Officer with what he 
had heard, who kept the People under Arms all 
Nighty their Apprehenlions of the Negroes not 
being groundlels, for many of them having lived 
along Time in this pyratical Way, were by the 
thin Commons they were now reduced to, as ripe 
for Mifohief as any. 

The Prifoner in his Defente, fa id, he was a forced 
Man from Captain Rolls, in OSlcber laft, and if he 
had not Ihewn foch a Concern as became 'him, at 
the Alteration, he muft remark the Occafion to 
be, the Difagreement and Enmity between them 5 
but that both Roberts, and Pal. Ajhplant, threatned 
him into figning their Articles, and that he did 
it in Terror. 

The King Solomon , and Elizabeth Medicine-Cheft, 
he owns he plundered, by Order of Hunter , the 
then chief Surgeon, who, by the Pyrates Laws, 
always Direfts in this Province, and Mr. Child, 
(tho ? acquitted) had by the fame Orders takeii 

Q out 
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out a whole french Medicine-Cheft, which he fflufl 
be fenfible for me, as well as for himfelf, we nei¬ 
ther of us dared to have denied ; it was their 
being the proper Judges, made fo ungrateful an 
Office impofed. If after this he was elected chief 
Surgeon himfelf, both Comrj , and Wilf<m were fet 
up alfo, and it might have been their Chance to 
have carried it, and as much out of their Power 
to have refufed. 

As to the Attempt of riling, and running away 
with the Prize, he denies it altogether as untrue*, 
a few foolilh Words, put only by way of Suppo* 
fition, that if the Negroes Ihould take it in their 
Heads, (confidering the Weaknefs, and ill look-out 
that was kept \ ) it would have been an eafy 
Matter,in his Opinion, for them to have done it; 
but that he encouraged fuch a Thing, was falfe, 
his talking to them in the Angolan Language, was 
only a Way of {pending his Time, and trying his 
Skill, to tell twenty, he being incapable of fur¬ 
ther Talk. As to his underftanding Navigation, 
he had frequently acknowledg’d it to the Deponent 
Child, and wonders he Ihould now fb circumftan- 
tiate this Skill againfl him. Guilty. 

Robert Johnfon. 

I T appeared to the Court, that the Prifoner was 
one of the twenty Men, in that Boat of the 
Py rates, which afterwards robb’d the King Solomon, 
at an Anchor, near Cape Appollonia : That all Py*> 
rates on this, and the like Service, were Volun- 
tiers, and he, in particular, had contefted his going 
on Board a fecond Time, tho’ out of his Turn. 

The Prifoner, in his Defence, called for Harry 
Glasby , who witnels’d to his being fb very drunk, 
when he firft came among their Crew, that they 
were forced to hoift him out of one Ship into 
the other, with a Tackle, and therefore without 

hii 
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iiis Confent *, but had fince been a trufty Man, and 
was placed to the Helm, in that running Battle 
they made with the Swallow. 

He infilled, for himfelf likewife, on Captain Tur* 
»«•’s Affidavit of his being forced, on which others! 
('his Ship-mates) had been cleared. 

The Court confidering the Partiality that might 
be objefted in acquitting one, and condemning 
another of the lame Handing, thought fit to re* 
mark* it$ aS a clear Teftimony of their Integrity, 
that their Cire and Indulgence to each Man, in 
allowing his particular Defence, was to exempt 
from the Rigour ofthe Law, luch who, it muft be 
allowed, would have flood too promifcuoufly con¬ 
demned, if they had not been heard upon any 
Other Fail than of the Swallow } and herein what 
could better direft them, than a Character and 
Behaviour from their own Affociates i, for tho* 
a voluntary Entry with the Pyrates may be doubt¬ 
ful, yet his confequent Actions are not, and it is 
not fo material how a Man comes among Pyrates, as 
how he Afts when he is there. Guilty. 

George Wilfon. 

J OHN Shdrfy Mafter of the Elizabeth, in which 
Ship the Prifoner was Paffenger, and fell a fecOnd 
Time into the Pyrates Hands, depofes, that he 
took the faid Wilfon off from Seftos, on this Coaft, 
paying to the Negroes, for his Ranfom, the Value 
Of three Pound five Shillings in Goods, for which 
he had taken a Note, that he thought he had done 
a charitable Aft in this, till meeting with one 
Captain Canning, he was ask’d, why he would re- 
leafe fuch a Rogue as Wilfon was ? For that he had. 
been a Voluntier with the Pyrates, out of John 
*tariton. And when the Deponent came to be a Pri¬ 
foner himfelf, he found Thoms, the Brother of 
thia John tar It on, a Prifoner with the Pyrates alfb, 
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who was immediately on Wi If on* s' Inftigation, in a 
moft fad manner mifuled and beat, and had been 
Shot, through the Fury and Rage of lbme,of thole 
Fellows, if the Town-lide, (i. e. Liverpool Men, had 
not hid him in a Stay-Sail, under the Bowfprit; 
for Moody and Harper, with their Piftols cook’d, 
learched every Corner of the Ship, to find him, 
and came to this Deponent’s Hammock, whom 
they had like fatally to have miftaken for Tarlton\ 
but on his calling out, they found their Error, 
and left him with this comfortable Anodyne, That 
he was the honeft Fellow who brought the Doftotf 
At coming away, the Prilbner asked about his 
Kote, whether the Pyrate had it or no ? Who 
not being able readily to tell, he reply’d, it’s no 
Matter, Mr. Sharp , I believe 1 fhall hardly ever come 
to England to pay it. 

Adam Ccmry , Surgeon of this Elizabeth , lays, that 
altho’ the Prilbner had, on Account of his Indifpo- 
fition and Want, received many Civilities from 
him, before meeting with the Pyrates, he yet un- 
derfiood it was thro’ his, and Scudamore’s y Meanty 
that he had been compelled among them : The Pri¬ 
soner was very alert and chearful, he fays, at meet¬ 
ing with Roberts, hailed him, told him he was 
glad to lee him, and would come on Board pre- 
lently, bbrrowing of the Deponent a clean Shirt 
and Drawers, for his better Appearance and Re¬ 
ception, he figned their Articles willingly, andufed 
Arguments with him to do the fame, faying, 
they Ihould make their Voyage in eight Months, 
, to Brafil, Share 6 or 700 1 . a Man, and then break 
up. Again, when the Crew came to Election of a' 
chief Surgeon, and this Deponent was let up with; 
the others, Wilfon told him, he hoped he would 
carry it from Scudamore , for that a quarter Share, 
(which they had more than others,) would be 
worth looking after; but the Deponent,, miffed 

the 
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the Preferment, by the good Will of the Ranger's 
People, who in general voted for Scudamore , to get 
j-ijiof him, (the chief Surgeon being always to 
remain with the Commadore,) 

It appeared likewife by the Evidence of Captain 
Jo. Trahern , Tho. Cartel , and others, who had been 
taken by the Pyrates, and thence had Opportu¬ 
nities of oblerving the Prifoner’s Conduct, that 
hefeem’d thoroughly latisfy’d with that Way of 
Life, and was particularly intimate with Roberts ; 
they often feeding at the Mention of a Man of 
War, and faying, if they fhould meet with any 
of the Turnip-Man’s ShipS they would blow up, 

and go to H- 11 together. Yet letting alide thefe 

filly Freaks to recommend himfelf, his Lazinels 
had got him many Enemies, even Roberts told him. 
Con the Complaint of a wounded Man, whom he 
had refufed to Drefs,) that he was a double Rogue, 
to be there a fecond Time, and threatned to cut 
his Ears off. ’ 

The Evidence further allured the Court, from 
Captain ‘ Thomas Tarlton , that the Prifoner was 
taken out of his Brother’s Ship, feme Months be¬ 
fore, a firft Time, and being forward to oblige 
his new Company, had prefently ask’d for the Py¬ 
rates Boat, to fetch the Medicine Cheft away; 
when the Wind and Current proving too hard to 
contend with, they were drove on Shore at Cape 
Adontsicrado. 

The Priloner called for William Darling , and Samu- 
fl Morwelj (acquitted,) and Nicholas Butler. 

Wt>liam Darling depofed, the firft Time the Pri- 
foner fell into their Hands, Roberts miftook him for 
Jo. Tarlton the Matter, and being informed it was the 
Surgeon who came to rep re Cent him, (then indif- 
poled,) he prefently fwore he Ihould be his Mel's- 
mate, to which Wilfon reply’d, he hoped not, he had 
ia Wife apd Child, which the other laugh’d at; 

Q. 3 and 
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and that he had been two Days on Board, before h$' 
went in that Boat, which was drove on Shore at 
Cape Montz.erc.do. And at his fecQnd coming, jit 
the Elizabeth, he heard Roberts order he mould 
£e brought on Board in the ftrft Boat. 

Samuel Morxoel fays, that he has heard him be¬ 
wail his Condition, while on Board the Pyratt¬ 
an d defired one Thomas , to ufe his Intereft with 
Roberts, for a Difcharge, faying, his Employ, and 
the little Fortune he had left at home, would, he 
hope’d, exempt him the further trouble of ieekinjj 
'his Bread at Sea. " 

pjicholas Butler , who had remained with the Py j 
yates about 48 Hours, when they took the French 
Ships'^t Whydah, depofes, that in this Space tb$ 
Priloner addreffed him in the French Language, feve- 
ral timfs, deploring the Wretchednefs and ill For¬ 
tune of being confined in fuch Company. 

The Prifoner defiring Liberty of two or three 
Queftions, ask’d, whether or no he had not expos¬ 
tulated with Rdbertf, for a Reafon of his obliging 
Surgeons to fign their Articles, when heretofore 
they did not ? Whether he had not ex prefled him- 
felf glad of haying formerly efcaped from them ? 
Whether he had not {aid, at taking the Ship9 
fn Whydah Road, that he could like the Sport 
were it lawful ? And whether if he had not 
told him, fhould the Company difcharge any Sur¬ 
geon, thiAt he would infift on it as his Turn? The 
Deponent anfiyered, Yes, to every Queftion fepa- 
rately •, and farther, that he believes Scudamore had 
not feen Wilfon when he firfi came and found him 
out of the Elizabeth- ° 1 ! 

He added, in his own Defence, that being Surgeon 
with one John Tarlton , of Liverpool, he was met a firft 
time on this Coaft of Guinty, by Roberts the' Pyrate; 
who, after a Da^ or two, told him, to his Sorrow, 
that he was to flay there, and ordered him to fetch 

his 
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Ills Cheft (not Medicines, as afferted,) which Op¬ 
portunity he took to make his Efcape - y for the 
Boat’s Crew happening to confift of five French and 
one Englijh Man, all as willing as himielf, they 
agreed to pufh the Boat onShore, and truft them- 
felves with the Negroes of Cape Montz.erado : Hazar¬ 
dous, not only in Refpeft or the dangerous Seas 
that run there, but the Inhumanity of the Natives, 
who fometimes take a liking to humane CarcalXes. 
Here he remained five Months, till Thomas Tarlton y 
Brother to his Captain, chanc’d to put in the Road 
for Trade, to whom he reprelented his Hardfhips 
and ttarving Condition but was, in an unehriftian 
Manner, both refuted a Releafe of this Captivity, 
Or fb much as a fmall Supply of Bifcuit and fait 
Meat, becaufe, as he laid, he had been among the 
Pyrates. A little time after this, the Matter of a 
French Ship paid a Ranfbm for him, and took him 
off j but, by Reafon of a natty leperous Indifpofi- 
tion he had contrafted by hard and bad living, 
was, to his great Misfortune, let on Shore at Seftos 
again, when Captain Sharp met him, and generoufly 
procured his Releafe in the Manner himfelf has 
related, and for which he ftands infinitely obli¬ 
ged.-That ill Luck threw him a fecond time into 

the Pyrate’s Hands, in this Ship Elizabeth, where he 
met Thomas Tarlton, and thoughtlefly ufed lbme Re¬ 
proaches of him, for his fevere Treatment at Mont- 
xarado but protefts without Defign his Words 
ihould have had fo bad a Confequence -j for Ro¬ 
berts took upon him, as a Difpenfer of Juftice, the 
Correction of Mr. Tar It on, beating him unmercifully; 
and he hopes it will be believed, contrary to any 
Intention of his it ihould fo happen, becaufe as a 
Stranger he might be fuppofed to have no Influ¬ 
ence, and believes there were forae other Motives 
for it.-—-r-He cannot remember he expreiled him¬ 
self glad to fee Roberts this fecond time, ox that 

Q. A he 
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he dropped thofe Expreflions about , Comry ^ a? 
are fworn -, hut if Immaturity of Judgment hSt^oc- 
cafionjed him fo flip rafh and inadvert'eht Words, 
or that he had paid any undue Compliments to 
Roberts, it Was to ingratiate' himfelf, as every Tri- 
loner did, for a moi"e civil Treatment, and irfpar r 
ticular to procure his Difcharge, which he had been 
promiled, and Was alraid ,would have been revo¬ 
lted, if fuch a Perfbn as Comry d\d not remain there 
to fupplyhis Room-, and of this, he faid, all the 
Gentlemen {"meaning the Pyrates) could witnefs 
for him. , ‘ ' ' i 

He urged allb his Youth in Excufe for his Rafh- 
n ef s .L__uThe firft time he had been with them (on¬ 
ly a Month in all) and that in ho military Employ; 
hut in particular, the Service he had done in aifco- 
vering the.Deflgn the Pyrates had to ijjfe in'their 
Paffagp on board the Swallow.' Guilty. 

But Execution relpited till the King’s Pleafure be 
known, becaufo the Commander of the Swallow had 
declared, tht firft Notice he received of this Defign 
of the Pyrates to Rife, was from him.' 

Benjamin 'Jejfrys. 

B Y the Depofttions ptGUsby and Lillburrt (acquit¬ 
ted) againft this Prifoner, it appeared, that 
his Drunkennefs was what at'flrft detained him from 
going away in his proper Sh : p, the Norman Galley 
and next Morning, for having been abufive in his 
Drink, faying to the Pyrates, there was not a Man 
amoiigft them^ he received, for a Welcome, fix 
Lafhes from every Perfbn in the Ship, whi^h dif 
order’d him for fome Weeks, but on Recovery t 
was made Boatfwain’s Matethe forving of which, 
or any Office on board a Pyrate, is at their own 
Option (tho’ elefted) becaufo others are glad to ac¬ 
cept what brings an additional Share in prize. 

*. T l' * ■ -til_ 
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The Deponents further fay, that at Sierraleon eve¬ 
ry Man had more efpecially the Means of efcaping } 
and' that this Prifoner, in particular' riegletted it, 
and came off from that Place after their Ship was 
under Sail, and going out of the River. 

The Prifoner, in his Defence, protefts, he was at 
firft forc’d •, and that the Office of Boatfwain’s Mate 
was impofed on" him, and what he would have been 
glad to have rel’inquifii’d. That the barbarous 
whipping he had received from the Pyrates at firft, 
was for telling them, that none who could get 
their Bread in an honeft Way, would be on fuch an 
Account. And he had certainly taken the Oppor¬ 
tunity which prefented at Sierraleon , of ridding him- 
felf from fb diftaftful a Life, if. there had not 
been three or four r of the old Pyrates on Shore 
at the lame Time, who, he imagined, muft know 
of him, and would doubtlefs have ferved him the 
fame, if not worfe, than they fince had done Wil-. 
liam Williams \ who, for fuch a^Defign, being de¬ 
livered up by the treacherous Natives, had. re¬ 
ceived ttvo Lafhes thro’ the whole Ship’s Company. 

The Court obferved, the Excufes of thefe Py¬ 
rates, about want of Means to efcape, was often¬ 
times as poor and evafive as their Pleas of being 
forced at firft •, for here, at Sierr'aleon, every Man 
had his Liberty on Shore, ar$ it was evident, 
might have kept it, if he, or they, had fopleafjed. 
And fuch are further culpable, who having been 
introduced into the Society, by fuch uncivil Me¬ 
thods, as whipping, or beating, negFed: lefs likely 
Means of regaining Liberty it fhews ftrong In¬ 
clinations to Difhpnefty, and they ffand inexcu- 
fably, Guilty. 

Jo. Manspeld. 

I T was proved againft this Prifoner, by Captain 
’ Trahcm and George Fenn, that he was one of 
thofe Voluntiers who was at the Attack and Rob* 

bery 
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bery of the Company’s Ship, called the King Solo* 
non: That he bully’d well among them who dar’d 
not make any Reply, but was very eafy with his 
Friends, who knew him \ fbr Moody, on this Occa¬ 
sion, took a large Glafs From him, and threatned 
to blow his Brains out, ( a favourite Phrafe with 
thefe Pyrates,) if he muttered at it. 

From others acquitted, it likewile appeared, that 
he Avas at firft a Voluntier among them, from an 
Mand call’d Dominica, in the Wefi-Indies, and had, 
to recommend himfelf, told them he was a De¬ 
fer ter from the Rofe Man of War, and before that, 
had been on the High-Way •, he was always drunk 
they faid, and lo bad at the Time they met with 
the Swallow, that he knew nothing of the Attion, 
but came up vaporing with his Cutlalh, after 
the Fortune had ft ruck her Colours, to know who 
would go on Board the Prize •, and it was fome 
Time before they could perfwade him into the 
Truth of their Condition. 

He could (ay little in Defence of himfelf, ac¬ 
knowledg’d this latter Part, of Drunkennefs^ a Vice, 
he (ays, that had too great a Share in infiiaring 
him into this courfe of Life, and had been a greater 
Motive, with him, than Gold. Guilty. 

William Davis. 

W illiam Alien depofed, he knew this Prifoner 
at Sierraleort, belonging to the Ann Galley 
that he had a Quarrel with, and beat, the Mate of 
that Ship, for which, (as he faid) being afraid to 
return to his Duty, he conforted to the idle Cu- 
ftoms and Ways of living among the Negroes, 
from whom he received a Wife, and ungratefully 
fold her, on*e Evening, fbr fome Punch, to quench 
his Third. After this, having put himfelf under 
the Prote&ion of Mr. Plunlet , Governor there for 
the Royal African' Company „• The Relations and 

Friends 
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Friends of the Woman, apply’d to him for Re- 
drefs, who immediately furrendred the Prifoner, 
and told them, he did not care if they took his 
Head off j but the Negroes wifely judging it would 
not fetch fo good a Price, they fold him in his 
Turji again, to Seignior Jojfee , a Chriftian Black, 
and Native of that Place } who expe&ed and agreed 
for two Years Service from him, on Gonfideration 
of what he had disburfed, for the Redemption of 
the Woman: But long before the Expiration of 
this Time, Roberts came into Sit r rale on River, 
where the Prifoner, (as Seignior JoJfee allured the 
Deponent,,) entered a Voluntier with them. 

The Deponent further coroborates this Part of 
the Evidence ^ in that he being obliged to call at 
Cape Mount , in his Paffage down hither, met 
there with two Deferters from Roberts's Ship, who 
alfured him of the fame \ and that the Py rates did 
defign to turn Davis away the next Opportune 
jty, as an idle good-for-nothing Fellow. 

From Glasby and Lilburn, it was evident, that 
( every Pyrate, while they ftay’d at Sitrraleon , went 
on Shore at Difcretion. That Roberts had often 
alfured Mr. Glyn and other Traders, at that Place, 
that he would force nO Body *, and in Ihort, there 
was no Occafion for it; in particular, the Prifo- 
neifs Row-Mate went away, and thinks, he might 
have done the fame, if he had been pleafed. 

The Prifoner alledged, his having been detained 
againft his Will, and fays, that returning with 
Elephants Teeth, for Sierraleon , the Py rate’s Boat 
purfued and brought him on Board, where he was 
kept Qn Account of his underftanding the Pilotage 
and Navigation of that River. 

It iyas obvious to the Court, not only how fri¬ 
volous Excufes of Conflraint and Force, were 
among thefe People, at their firft commencing Py- 
rates, but alfo, it was plain to them, from thefe 
JJ * » '' ' y '• "' * ‘ ' two 
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two Deferters, met at,Cape Mounts And the dis¬ 
cretional Manner, they lived in, &% : Sierr^eon ; thro’ 
how little Difficulty federal of them did, and 
others might have, efcaped afterwards, if .they 
could but have obtained their own Cpnfents for 
it. L j Guilty. 

• . IV .* 

We fhall proceed no farther in the Tryals, for 
the Reafons beforp mentioned •, the foregoing 
Lifts,ihevving by a * before the frames, who were 
condemn’d j thofe Names with, .a, '{• were referred 
for Tryal, to the Marfhalfea, and all the reft were 
acquitted. 

The following Pyrates were executed according to 
their Sentence, without the Gates of Capf 
Corfo-Caftle t within the Flood Marks,, viz.. 

Mens Names Years of Habitations. 

Age 

William Magnes 35 Mine-bead, 

Richard Hardy 25 Wales 

David Simpfoft 36 North Berwick, 

Chrifiopher Moody 28" ■ 

Thomas Sutton 23 Berwick. 

Valentine yljhplant , 32 Minories. 

Peter de Vine 42 Stepney. 

William Philips 29 Lower ShadvoeR. 

Philip Bill 27 St. Thomas's. 

William Main 


Wil}iam Mackintofo 

ii 

Canterbury. 

Williarp Williams 

40 

nigh Plymouth, 

Robert Harvf 

31 

Yarmouth. 

William Petty 

>0, 

Deptford. 

John Jaynfoa 

iz 

nigh Lancaster. 

Marcus Johnfon 

21 

Smyrna. 

Robert Crovo 

4 + 

JJle of Man,, 

Michael Maer 

41 

Ghent. 


William 
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Daniel Harding 

2 6 

Coomsbury"\n Somerfetfinre; 

William Vernon' 

22 

SotHtrfetfinre. . 

Jo; More 

19 

Meer in Wiltfhire. 

Abraham Harder 

23 

Briftol. 

Jo. Parker 

22 

Winfred in DorfetJhire* 

Jo. Philips 

28 

Alloway in Scotland* 

James Clement 

20 

Jorfey. 

Peter Seudamdrc 

35 

Briftol. - 

James Skyrm. 

44 

Wales .,: 

John Walden 

2 4 

SomerfetfhirC* 

Jo. Stephenfon 

40 

Whitby* 

Jo Mansfield 

30 

Orkneys. 

Jfrael Hynde 

30 

Briftol. 

Peter Leftey 

21 

Aberdeen. 

Charles Bunct 

2 6 

Exeter. 

Robert Birtfon 

30 

Other St. Maries,Devonfhirt< 

Richard Harris 

45 

Cornwall. 

Jofieph Nofiter 

2 6 

Sadbury in Devonjhire. 

William Williams 

3 © 

Speechlefs at Execution 

Agge Jacobfon 

30 

Holland. 

Benjamin Jeffreys 

21 

Briftol. ' 

Cuthbert Gofs 

21 

Topjham. 

John Jeffup 

20 

Plymouth. 

Edward Watts 

22 

Dunmore. 

Thomas Giles 

2 6 

Mine-head. 

William Wood 

27- 

Tork. 

*1 horn as Armflrong 

34 

London , executed on Board 
the Weymouth. 

Robert Johnfon 

32 

at Whydah* 

George Smith 

.2 5 

Wales . 

William Watts 

23 

Ireland. 

James Philips 

35 

Antegoa. 

John Coleman 

24 

Wales. 

Robert Hays 

20 

Liverpool. 

William Davis. } 

23 

Wales. 

The remainder of the Py rates, whofe Names are 

under mentioned, 

upon 

their humble Petition to 
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the Court, had their Sentence changed from Deatfr^ 
to leven Years Servitude, conformable to our Sen¬ 
tence of Transportation} the Petition is ais follows. 

To the Honourable the Ptefident and Judges of 
the Court of Admiralty, for trying of Pyratet , 
fitting at Cape Corfo-Caftle, the 20 th Da) 
of April, 1722. 

The humble Petition of, Thomas Hoyt, Samuel 
Fletcher, &c. 

Humbly Iheweth, 

T H AT your Petitioners being unhappily, and unwari¬ 
ly drawn into that wretched and detefidble Crime 
of Pyracy, for which they fond now jufily condemned, they 
moft humbly pray the Clemency of the Court, in the Miti¬ 
gation of their Sentence, that they may be permitted to 
ferve the Royal African Company of England, in tbit 
Country for feven Years, in fuch a Manner as the Court 
fhall think proper \ that by their juft Punifhment, being 
jufily fenfible of the Error of their former Ways, they will 
for the future become faithful Subjects, good Servants+ 
and ufeful in their Stations, if it pleafe the Almighty to 
prolong their Lives. 

And your Petitioners as in Duty, &c< 

Refolution of the Court wai, 

T HAT the Petitioners have leave by this Court of 
Admiralty, to interchange Indentures with tki 
Captain General of the Gold Coafi, for the Royal African 
Company, for /even Tears Servitude, at any of the Royal 
African Company's Settlements in Africa, in fuch Man* 
ner, as he the faid Captain GeneralJhall think proper. 

On Thurfday the 26th Day of April, the Indentures 
being all drawn out , according to fht Grant made to thi 

Pititi* 
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RetitionerSyby the Court held on Friday the 201 h of this 
Infant \ each Prifoner was fent for up, Signed , Sealed , 
and exchanged them-in the Prefence of 

Captain Mungo Herdman, Pre/ident , 
James Phipps, Efq, 

Mr . Edward Hyde, 

Mr. Charles Fanlhaw, 

And Mr. John Atkins, Regifer. 

A Copy of the Indenture. 

The Indenture of a 'Perfon condemned to ferve 
abroad for Pyracy, which, upon the humble 
Petition of the Pyrates therein mentioned, was 
moft mercifully granted by his Imperial Majefty’s 
Commifiioners and Judges appointed to hold a 
Court of Admiralty, for the Tryal of Pyrates 
at Cape Corfo-Cafile , in Africa , upon Condition 
of ferving feven Years, and other Conditions, 
are as follows, viz. 

T HIS Indenture made the twenty fixth Day of April, 
Anno Regni Regis Georgii magnae Britannise, 
&c. Septimo, Domini, Milleflimo, SepcentelEmo 
viginti duo, between Roger Scot, late of the City of 
Briftol Mariner , of the one Party and the Royal African 
Company of England, their Captain General and Com¬ 
mander in chief y for the Time being , on the other Party 
Witnefleth, that the [aid Roger Scot, doth hereby Co¬ 
venant, and agree to, and with } the faid Royal African 
Companyy their Captain Generaly and Commander in chief 
for the Time being } to ferve him, or his lawful Succefforr , 
in any of the Royal African Company's Settlements on 
the Coafi of Africa, from the Day of the Date of thefe 
Prefents, to the full Term of feven Tears , from hence next 
enfuing, fully to be compleat and ended, there to ferve in 
fuch Employment , at the faid Captain General or his Sue- 
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cejfors fiiall employ him, according to the Cufiom of the Coun¬ 
try in like Kind. 

In Confideration whereo f the [aid Captain General, and 
Commander ih chief doth Covenant, and agree to, and with 
the f,aid Roger Scot, to find and allow him Meat, Drink, 
j4pparel, and Lodging, according to the Cufiom of the Country. 

In Witnefs whereof, the Parties aforefaid, to thefe 
Prefects, have Interchangeably put their Hands and Seals 
the Day and Tear firfi above Written. 

Signed, Sealed and Delivered, in Prefence of us, at 
Cape Corfo-Caftle, in Africa, where no fiamfd 
Paper was to be had. 

Mungo Herdman, Prefident, ? W : tneffe - 
John Atkins, Regifier. £Witneiles. 

Ill like Manner was drawn out, and exchanged 
the Indentures of 

CJ r *.Homas How of Barnflable, in the County of Devon • 
Samuel Fletcher of Eafi-Smithfield, London • 

John Lane of Lombardfireet, London - 
David Littlejohn of BrifioL 
John King of Shadwell Par.ifh, London w 
Henry Dennis of Bidiford. 

Hugh Harris of Corf-Cafile, Devonjhire* 

William Taylor of BrifioL 

Thomas Owen of BrifioL 

John Alitchel of Shadwell Parifh^ London* 

Jojhua Lee of Liverpool. 

William Shuren of Wapping Parifh, LondoUi 

Robert Hartley of LeverpooL 

John Griffin of Black-wail, Middlefex . 

James Cromby of London, Wapping. 

James Greenham Of Marfhfield, Glocefierjhirei 
John Horn of St. James’s Parifh, London^ 

John Jejfup of Wisbich, CambridgeJhirej 
David Rice of BrifioL 

tfone 
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None of which, I hear, are now Jiving, two 
Others, viz,. George Wilfon, and Thomas Oughterlancy, 
were refpited from Execution, till his Majefty’s 
Pleafure fhould be known- the former dy’d a- 
broad, and the latter came Home, and received 
his Majefty’s Pardon the Account of the whole 


ftands thus. 

Acquitted, 74 

Executed, 5 2 

Refpited, i 

To Servitude, 20 

To the Marfhalfea, 17 

Kill’d^ ! n the Ran & er > 10 

«in the Fortune , 3 

j) 5 in the Paffage to Cape 15 

^ ? afterwards in the Caftle, 4 

Negroes in both Ships, 70 


Total, 276 

I am not ignorant, how acceptable the Behaviour 
and dying Words of Maleraiiors are to the gene- 
rallity of our Countrymen, and therefore fliall 
deliver, what occur’d worthy of Notice, in th# 
Behaviour of thefe Criminals. 

The firft fix that were call’d to Execution, 
were Aiagnes, Moody, Simpfon, Sutton, Aftplant, and 
Hardy, all of them old Standers and notorious 
Offenders: When they were brought out of the Hold, 
on the Parade, in order to break olf their Fet¬ 
ters, and fit the Halters-, none of them, it was 
obferved, appeared the leaft dejefbed, unlefs Sut~ 
ton, who lpoke faint, but it was rather imputed to 
a Flux that had feiz’d him two or three Days be¬ 
fore, than Fear. A Gentleman, who was Surgeon 
of the Ship, was fo charitable at this Time, to 
offer himfelf in the room of an Ordinary, and repre- 
fented to them as well as he was able, the Heinoufnefs 
of their Sin, and Necefiity which lay on them o 'Re¬ 
ft. pentance 
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pentance •, one particular Part of which ought to 
be, acknowledging the Juftice they had.met with. 
They Teem’d heedlefs for the prefent. Tome calling 
for Water to drink, and others applying to the 
Soldiers for Caps-, but when this Gentleman 
prefs’d them for an Anfwer, they all exclaim’d 
againft the Severity of the Court, and were lb 
harden’d, as to curie, and wilh the lame Jultice 
might overtake all the Members of it, as had been 
dealt to them. They were poor Rogues, they laid, and 
fo bang'd, while others , ho lefs Guilty in another Way , 
efcaped. 

When he endeavoured to compofe their Minds, 
exhorting them to dye'in Charity with all the 
World, and would have diverted them from fuch 
vain Difcourfe, by asking them their Country, 
Age, -and the like fome of them anfwered,- ‘ What 

* was t hat to him, they buffered tlie Law, and Ihould 
e give i]0 Account but to God ^ ’ walking to the Gal¬ 
lows without a Tear, in token of Sorrow for 
their paft'Offences, or {hewing as much Concern 
as a Man would exprefs at travelling a bad Road] 
nay ,Shnpf>n, at feeing a Woman that he knew, faid, 
‘ he had lam with that B——h three times, and now 
‘ hie was r come to fee him hanged. ’ And Hardy, 
when his Hands were ty^d behind him, (wh'ch 
happened from their not being acquainted with the 
Way of bringing Malefactors to Execution,,) ot> 
ferved * that he had leen many a Man hang’d, but 

* this wav of the Hands being ty’d behind them, he 
e was a Stranger to, and never fuv before in his 
c Life. ’ I mention thefe two little Inftances, to 
hiew how iiupid and thoughtlefs they were of 
their End, and that the fame abandoned and re¬ 
probate Temper, that had carried ‘hem thro* their 
Rogueries, abided with them to the laft. 

Samuel Fletcher , another of the Pvrates ordered 
for Execution, but reprieved, feem’d to have a 

quicker 
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quicker Sente of his Condition-, for when he fuv thole 
he was allotted with, gone to Execution, he fent a 
Meffageby the ProvoftMarfhal to the Court, to bein- 

* form’d of the Meaning of it, and humbly defired to 

* know, whether they defign’d him Mercy, or not ? 

* If they did, he flood infinitely oblig’d to them, and 

* thought the whole Service of his Life, an incompe- 
‘ tent Return for lb great a Favour ; but that if he 

* was to Suffer, the fooner the better, he [aid, that 

* he might be out of his Pain.’ 

There were others of thefe Pyrates the reverie 
of this, and tho’ deftitute of Minifters, or fit Per- 
fons to reprefent their Sins,' and affift them with 
Spiritual Advice, were yet always imploying their 
Time to good Purpofes, and behav’d With a great 
deal of feeming Devotion and Penitence • among 
thefe may be reckoned Scudamore, Williams, Philips, 
Stepbenfon, JcJferys, Lefly, Harper, Armflrong, Bunce, 
and others. 

Scudamore too lately difcern’d the Folly and 
Wickednefs of the Enterprize, that had chiefly 
brought hint under Sentence of Death, from which, 
feeing! there was no Hopes of efcaping, he petiti¬ 
oned for two or three Days Reprieve, vyhich was 
granted; and for that Tittle apply’d him felf in- 
ceffantly to Prayer and reading the Scriptures, 
feem’d to have a deep Senfe of his Sins, of this 
in particular, and defired, at the Gallows, they 
would have Patience with him, to ling the firft 
Part of the thirty firft Pfalm •, which lie did by 
himfelf throughout. 

Armflrong, having been a Deferter from his Ma- 
jefty’s Service, was executed on Board the Wey¬ 
mouth, (and the only one that was; ) there was 
no Body to prefs him to an acknowledgement of the 
Crime hededfor, nor of forrowing in particular 
for it, which would have been exemplary, and 
made fuitable ImpreEions on Seamen; fo that h-s 
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Jaft Hour was Ipent in lamenting and bewail¬ 
ing his Sins in general, exhorting the SpeCIa- 
tors to an hor.eft and good Life, in which alone 
they could find Satisfaction. In the End, he de- 
fired they would join with him, in finging two or 
three latrer Verles of the 14.0 Pfalm, and that 
being concluded, he was, at firing ol a Gun, triced 
up at the Fore-Yard-Arm. 

Bunce was a young Man, not above 26 Years old, 
but made the mod pathetical Speech of any, at 
the Gallows. He firft declaimed againft the guilded 
Bates of Power, Liberty, and Wealth, that had 
enfnared him among the Pyrates, his unexperienced 
Years not being able to withfiand the Temptation * 
but that the Brisknefs he had fhewu, which fo 
fatally had procured him Favour amtmgft them, was 
not fo much a Fault in Principle, as the Livelinels 
and Vivacirv of his Nature. He was now ex- 
treamly alfii&ed for the Injuries he had done to 
all Men, and begg'd their’s, and God’s Forgivenefs, 
very earneftly exhorting the Spectators to remem¬ 
ber their Creator in their Youth, and guard be¬ 
times, that their Minds took not a wrong Byafs, 
concluding with this apt Similitude, That he flood 
there as a Beacon vp'ti a Rock, (the Gallows handing on 
oue) to warn erring Mariners of Danger. 
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CHAP. XI. 

O F 

Captain WORLEY, 

And his C 11 E \V. 

H I S Reign was but Ihort, but his Beginning 
lbmewhat particular, letting out in a fmull 
open Boat, with eight others, from New- 
Tork. l'his was as refolute a Crew as ever went 
upon the Account: They took with them a few 
Bilcuits and a dry’d Tongue or two, a little Cag 
of Water, half a dozen old Muskets and Ammuni¬ 
tion accordingly. Thus provided, they left Ncw- 
York the latter End of September 1718, but it can¬ 
not be fuppofed that fuch a Man o War as this, 
could undertake any confiderable Voyage, or at¬ 
tempt any extraordinary Enterprize •, lb they flood 
down the Ccaft, till they came to Delaware River, 
which is about 150 Miles diftant, and not meeting 
with any Thing in their Way, they turn’d up the 
fame River as high as Newcaftle, near which Place, 
they fell upon a Shallop belonging to George Gr..:rt , 
who was bringing Houlehold Goods, Plate, c -re- 
from Oppocjttenimi to Philadelphia they made Prize 
of the moil valuable Part of them, and ht the Shal¬ 
lop go. This Fad could not come under the Ar- 
t'cle of Pyracy, it not being committed fuper a’tum 
Mare, upon tire High-Sea, therefore was a Ample 
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, Robbery only , but they did not ftand for a Point 
of Law in the Cafe, buteafing the Shallop Man of his 
Lading, the bold Adventurers went down the 
River again. 

The Shallop came ftrait to Philadelphia , and 
brought the ill News thither, which fo alarm’d 
the Government, as if War had been declared 
againft them •, Expreffes were lent to New-York, 
and other Places, and feveral Velfels fitted out 
againft this powerful Rover, but to no manner of 
Pur pole- for after feveral Days Cruize, they all 
return’d, without fo much as hearing what became 
of the Robbers. 

Worley and his Crew, in going down the River, 
met with a Sloop of Philadelphia, belonging to a 
Mulatto, whom they call’d Black Robin they quit¬ 
ted their Boat for this Sloop, taking one of Black 
Robins Men along with them, as they had alio 
done from George Grant, befides two Negroes, which 
encreafed the Company one Third. A Day or two 
after, they took another Sloop belonging to Hull, 
homeward bound, which was fomewhat fitter for 
their Purpole:, they found aboard her, Provifions 
and NeceiTaries, which they flood in need of, and 
enabled them to prolecute their Deftgn, in a manner 
more fuitable to their Wilhes. 

Upon the Succefs of thele Py rates, the Gover¬ 
nor iifued out a Proclamation, for the apprehend¬ 
ing and taking all Pyrates, who had refufed or neg¬ 
lected to furrender themfelves, by the Time limi¬ 
ted in his Majefty’s Proclamation of Pardon •, and 
thereupon, ordered his Majefty’s Ship Fhanix , of 20 
Guns, which lay at Sandy Hock, to Sea, to Cruize 
upon this Pyrate, and lecure the Trade to that, 
and the adjoining Colonies. 

In all probalitv, the taking this Sloop fav’d their 
Bacons, lor this Time, tho’ they fell into the Trap 
• prelently afterwards, for they finding themlelves 

in 
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in tolerable good Condition, having a Veffel newly- 
cleaned, with Provilions, c rc. they ftood off to 
Sea, and lb miffed the Vh&nix , who expected them 
to be ftill on the Coaft. 

About fix Weeks afterwards they return’d, ha¬ 
ving taking both a Sloop and a Brigantine, among 
the Bahama /(lands , the former they funk, and the 
other they let go: The Sloop belonged to Nevo- 
Yorky and they thought the finking of her good Poli¬ 
cy, to prevent her returning to tell Tales at Home. 

Worley had by this Time, encreafed his Company 
to about five and twenty Men, had fix Guns 
mounted, and finall Arms as many as was necef- 
lary for them, and feem’d to be in a good thriving 
fort of a Way. He made a black Enfign, with a 
white Death’s Head in the middle of i“, and other 
Colours luitable to it. They all fign'd Articles, 
and bound themfelves under a folemn Oath, to 
take no Quarters, but to Hand by one another to 
the laft Man, which was ralhly fulfill’d a little 
afterwards. 


For going into an Inlet in North Carolinay to 
clean, the Governor receiv’d Information of it, and 
fitted out two Sloops, one with eight Guns, and the 
other with fix, and about feventy Men between 
them. Worley had clean’d his Sloop, and fail’d be¬ 
fore the Carolina Sloops reach’d the Place, and 
fleer’d to the Northward y but the Sloops, juft 
mention d, purfuing the fame Coutfe, came in fight 
of Worley , as he was cruifing off the Capes of F/V- 
ginla, and being in the Offin, he ftood in as foon 
as he faw the Sloops, intending thereby to have 
cut them off from James River^ for he verily believed 
they had been bound thither, not imagining, in the 


leaft, they were in Purfuit of him. 

The two Sloops Handing to.vards the Capes at 
the fame Time, and Worley hoifting of his black 
Flag, the Inhabitants of James Town, were in 
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the utmoft Co nfter nation, tlainking that all three 
had been Pyrates, and that their Defign had been 
upon them } fo that all the Ships and Veflels, that 
were in the Road, or in the Rivers up the Bay, 
had Orders immediately to hale into the Shore, 
for their Security, or elfe to prepare for their De¬ 
fence, if they thought themfelves in a Condition 
to fight. Soon after, two Boats, who were fent out 
to get Intelligence, came crowding in, and brought 
an Account, that one of the Pyrates was in the 
Bay, being a fmall Sloop of lix Guns. The Gover¬ 
nor expetting the reft would have followed, and 
thought they would make fome Attempt to land, 
for the fake of Plunder, beat to Arms, and collett- 
ed all the Force that could be got together, to 
make an Oppofition he order’d all the Guns out of 
the Ships, to made a Platform, and, in fhort, put 
the whole Colony in a Warlike Pofture •, but was 
very much lurpriz’d at laft, to fee all the fuppo- 
fed Pyrates, fighting with one another. 

The Truth of the Matter is, Worley gain’d the 
Bay, and therefore made fure of his two Prizes, 
by keeping them from coming in •, but by the hoift- 
ing of the King's Colours, and firing a Gun, he 
quickly was fenfible of his Miftake, and too foou 
perceiv’d that the Tables were turn’d upon him ; 
that inftend of keeping them out, he found himfelf, 
by a luperiour Force, kept in. When the Pyrates faw 
how things went, they refolutely prepared themfelves 
for a delperate Defence; and tho’ three to one odds, 
Worley, and his fmall Crew, determined to fight to 
the laft Gafp, and receive no Quarters, agreeably 
to what they lwd before lworn •, fo that they mult 
either Dve, or Conquer, upon the Spot. 

The Carolina Men, gave the Pyrate a Broadfide, 
and then boarded him, one Sloop getting upon his 
Quarter, and the other on his Bow ^ *i Worley and 
the Crew, drew up, upon the Deck, and fougia 

very 
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very obftinately, Hand to Hand, fb that in a few 
Minutes, abundance of Men lay weltring in their 
Gpre^ the Pyrates proved as good as their Words, 
not a Man of them cry’d out for Quarter, nor 
would tjiey accept of fuch, when offer’d, but 
were all hilled, except the Captain and another 
Man, and thofe very much wounded, whom they 
referv’d for the Gallows. They were brought 
afhorein Irons, and the next Day, which was the 
17th of February , 1718-9, they were both hang’d up, 
for fear they Ihould dye, and evade the Punifh- 
ment, as was thought due to their Crimes. 


CHAP. XII. 

O F 

Captain George Lowther , 

And his Crew. 

G Evrge Lowther fail’d out of the River of 
Thames , in one of the Royal Jfrlcan Com- 
* pany’s Ships, call’d the Gambia Cafllc, of 16 
Guns and 30 Men, Charles Ruff cl Commader of 
which Ship, the laid Lowther was fecond Mate. 
Aboard of the* fame Ship, was a certain Number 
pf Soldiers, commanded by one John Majfey , who 
were to be carried to one of the Company’s Set- 
fjenients, on the River of Gambia , to Garrilon a 

Fort, 
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Fort, which was fometime ago taken and deftroy’d 
by Captain Davis the Pyrate. 

In May 1721, the Gambia Cafile came fafe to her 
Port, in Africa, and landed Captain Maffey and 
his Men on James’s Ifland, where he was to Com¬ 
mand under the Governor, Collonel IVhitney, who 
arrived there but a little while before : And here, 
by a fatal Mifunderftanding, between the military 
Folks and the trading People, the Fort, and Gar- 
rilon, not only came to be loft again to thg Com¬ 
pany, but a fine Galley well provided, and worth 
iccool. turn’d againft her Mailers. 

The Names of Governor and Captain founded 
great, but when the Gentlemen found that the Pow¬ 
er that generally goes along with thole Titles, 
was overfway’d and born down by the Merchants 
and Faftors, (mechanick Fellows as they thought 
them) they grew very impatient and difatisfy’d, 
efpecially Maffey, who was very loud in his Com¬ 
plaints againft them, particularly at the (mail Al¬ 
lowance of Provifions to him and his Men for the 
Garrifon and Governor too, were virtualled by 
the Merchants, which was no finall Grievance and 
Mortification to them. And as the want of eating 
was the only Thing that made the great Sancho 
quit his Government, fo did it here rend and tare 
their’sto Pieces: For Maffey told them, That he did not 
come there to be a Guincy Slave, and that he had promifed 
his Men good Treatment, and Provifions fitting for Soldiers : 
That as he had the Care of fo many of his Majefiy’s Sub¬ 
jects, if they would not provide for them in a handfome 
APanner, he fhould take fuitable Meafures for the rrefer- 
vation of fo many of his Countrymen and Companions. 

* The Governor at this Time, was very ill of a 
Fever, and, for the better Accommodation in 
his Sickriefs, was carried aboard the Ship Gambia 
Cafile , where he continued for above three Weeks, 

and 
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and therefore could have little to fay in this Dili 
pute, tho’ he refolved not to flay in a Place, where 
there was lb little Occafion for him, and where his 
Power was lo confin’d. The Merchants had cer¬ 
tainly Orders from the Company, to blue the Pro- 
vifionsout to the Garrilbn, and the fame is done 
along the whole Coaft ; but whether they had cut 
them Ihort of the Allowance that was made for 
them, I can’t fay, but if they did, then is the Lofs 
of the Ship and Garrilbn owing principally to 
their ill Conduct. 

However, an Accident that happened on Board 
the Ship, did not a little contribute to this Mis¬ 
fortune, which was a Pique that the Captain of 
her took againft his fecond Mate, George Lowther , 
the Man who is the Subject of this fhort Hiftory * 
and who lofing his Favour, found Means to ingra¬ 
tiate himlelf into the good liking of the common 
Sailors, infomuch that when Captain Rvffel order’d 
him to be punifh’d, the Men took up Handfpikes, 
and threatned to knock that Man down, that offer¬ 
ed to lay hold of the Mate. This ferv’d but to 
widen the Difference between him and the Cap¬ 
tain, and more firmly attach’d Lowther to the 
Ship’s Company, the greateft Part of which, he 
found ripe for any Milchief in the World. 

Captain Maffey was no wit the better reconciled, 
to the Place, by a longer Continuance, nor to the 
Ufage he met with there, and having often Oppor¬ 
tunities of converfing with Lowther, with whom he 
^liad contracted'an Intimacy in the Voyage; they 
aggravated one another’s Grievances to luch a 
height, that they refolved upon Meafures to curb 
the Power that controul’d them, and provide for 
themfelves after another Manner. 

When the Governor recover’d of his Fever, he 
went afhore to the Illand, but took no Notice of 
Majfey's Behaviour, tho’ it was fuch as might give 
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Sufpicion of what he defigned; and Lowther, and the 
common Sailors, who were in the Secret of Affairs, 
grew infolent and bold, even refufing to obey when 
commanded to their Duty by Captain Ruffel and the 
chief Mate. The Captain feeing how Things were 
carried, goes afhore early one Morning, to the Gover¬ 
nor and Fattory, in order to hold a Council, whicty 
Lowther app ehending, was in order to prevent his 
Defign, lent a Letter in the fame Boat to Maffey, 
intimating it to him, and that he Jhould repair on 
Board, for it was high 'time to put their Projett in Exe- 
tion. 

As foon as Maffey received this Letter he went 
to the Soldiers at the Barracks , and laid to them, 
and others, Ton that have. a Mind to go to England , 
now is your time-, and they generally confenting, 
Maffey went to the Store-Room, burft open the 
Door, fet two Centinels upon it, and ordered that 
no Body Ihould come near it then he went to 
the Governor’s Apartment, and took h>s Bed, Bag¬ 
gage, Plate, and Furniture, fin Expectation that 
the Governor himfelf, as he had promifed Maffey , 
would have gone on Board, which he afterwards 
refus’d, by Rea Ion, as he laid, he believed they 
were going a-pyrating •, which at firft, whatever 
Lowther defigned, Maffey certainly propofed only 
the going to England %) when this was done, he 
lent the Boat oft'^to the chief Mate, with this Mef- 
fage, that he Jhould get the Guns ready , for that the 
King of Barro fa Negro Kingdom near the Royal 
j4fr can Settlement] would come aboard to Dinner. 
But Lowther underftanding heft, the meaning of thole 
Orders, he confined the chief Mate, fhorted the 
Guns, and put the Ship in a Condi-ion for failing. 
Jnthe Afternoon A/affy came on Board with the 
Governor's Son, having fent off all the Provifions 
of the Hland, and eleven Pipes of Wine," leaving 

only 
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only two half Pipes behind in the Store-Houle, 
and difniounted all the Guns of the Fort. 

In the Afternoon they weigh’d one Anchor, but 
fearing to be too late to get out of the River, they 
flipp’d the other, and lb fell down in doing ot 
which, they run the Ship a-ground. APaffcy fhew’d 
himfelf a Soldier upon th’s Accident, for as foon as 
the Misfortune happen’d, he left the Ship with 
about flxteen Hands, and rows direftly to the 
Fort, remounts the Guns, and keeps Garrilon 
there all the Night, while the Ship was afliore •, 
and obliged Ibme of the Faftory to allift in get¬ 
ting her clear. In the mean while, Ruffel came 
off, but not being fuffered to come on Board, he 
call’d to Lowther, and offer’d him and the Company, 
what-ever Terms they would be pleafed to accept 
of, upon Condition of furrendering up the Ship, 
which had no Effeft upon any of them. In the 
Morning they got her afloat, and Maffey and his 
Men came aboard, after having nail’d up and dif- 
mounted all the Cannon of the Fort. They put the 
Governor’s Son, and two or three others, afliore, who 
were not willing to go without the Governor, and 
fail’d out of the River, having exchang’d fe- 
veral Shot with the Martha, Otter, &c. that lay 
there, without doing Execution on either Side. 

When the Ship came out to Sea, Lowther called 
up all the Company, and told them, it was the 
greateft Folly imaginable, to think of returning to Eng¬ 
land, for what they had already done, could not be juft ify- 
cd upon any Pietence whatfoever, but would be look d up¬ 
on, in the Eye of the Law, a capital Ojfence, and that none of 
them were in a Condition to withjland the Attacks of fuels 
powerful Adverfaries, as they would meet with at Home •, 
for his Part he was determined not to run fuch a Hazard, 
apd therefore if his Propofal was not agreed to, he defired 
to be fet a Shore in fame Place of Safety That they had a . 
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good Ship under them, a parcel of brave Fellows hi heY, 
that it was not their Bujinefs to fiarve, or be made Slaves ; 
and therefore, if they were all of his Mind y they fhould 
feek their Fortunes upon the Seas, as other Adventurers had 
done before them. They one and all came into the 
Meafures, and the following fhort Articles were 
drawn up, figned, and fworn to upon the Bible ^ 
they knocked down the Cabins, made the Ship flufh 
fore and aft, made black Colours, and put the 
Ship into a Condition for pyrating: They new 
nam’d her, the Delivery, had about 50 Hands and 16 
Guns aboard, and voted for the Wefi-Indies dire&ly. 

The Articles of Captain George Lowther and his, 
Company. 

I • r n ^ HE Captain is to have two full Shares \ the Ma- 
A fter is to have one Share and a half \ the Do - 
Hi or, Mate, Gunner, and Boatfwain, one Share and a 
quarter. 

2. He that jhall be found Guilty of taking up any un¬ 
lawful Weapon on Board the Privateer, or any Prize 
by us taken, fo as to fir ike or abufe one another, in any re¬ 
guard, jhall fuffer what Punijhmcnt the Captain and Majo¬ 
rity of the Company jhall think fit. 

3. He that jhall be found Guilty of Cowardize, in the 
Time of Engagement, jhall fuffer what Punijhment the 
Captain and Majority jhall think jit. 

4. If any Gold, Jewels, Silver, See , be found on Board 
of any Prize or Prizes, to the V^alue of a Piece of Eight, 
and the Finder do not deliver it to the Ouarter-Mafler, 
in the Space of 24 Hours, jhall fuffer what Punijhment 
the Captain and Majority jhall think jit. 

5. He that is found Guilty of Gaming, or Defrauding 
one another to the f^alue of a Shilling, jhall fuffer what Pu~ 
nijhment the Captain and Majority of the Company jhall 
think ft. 
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6 . He that fljall have the Misfortune to lofe a Limb , 
in Time of Engagement , fljall have the Sum of one hundred 
and fi‘}y Pounds Sterling and remain with the Company 
as long as he fljall think ft . 

7. Good Quarters to be given when caWd for. 

8. He that fees a Sail flrfl y fljall have the befi Piflol y 
or Small-Arm y on Board her* 

It was the 13th of June , that Lowther left the 
Settlement, and on the .20th, being then within 
twenty Leagues of Barbadoes, he came up with a 
Brigantine, belonging to Bofion , called the Charles , 
James Dovglafs Matter, which they plundered in a 
pyratical Manner, and let the Velfel go •, but leaft 
foie Ihould meet with any of the Station Ships, and fo 
give Information of the Robbery, in Terrorem, to pre¬ 
vent aPurfuit, Lowther contrived a fort of a Certifi¬ 
cate, which he diretted the Matter to foew to their 
Confort, if they foould meet with her 3 and upon 
Sight of it, the Brigantine would pafs unmolefted : 
This Confort he pretended xvas a 40 Gun Ship, 
and cruifing thereabouts. 

' After this, the Delivery proteeded to Hifpaniola 3 
near the Weft End of the Ifland, foe met with a 
French Sloop loaden with Wine and Brandy 3 aboard 
of this Veffel went Captain Majfcy , as a Merchant, 
and ask’d the Price of one Thing, and then ano¬ 
ther, bidding Money for the moft Part of the Cargo 3 
but after he had trifled a while, he whifpered a 
Secret in the French Man’s Ear, viz,. That they mitfl 
have it all without Money . Monfieur prefontly under- 
ftood his meaning, ana unwillingly agreed to the 
Bargain. They took out* of her thirty Casks of 
Brandy, five Hogfoeads of Wine, feveral Pieces 
of Chintzes, and other valuable Goods, and about 
feventy Pounds Englifh, in Money 3 of which Lowther 
generoufly return’d five Pound back to the French 
Matter, for his Civilities. 


But 
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But as all Conftitutions grow old, and thereby 
fhake and totter, lo did our Commonwealth in 
about a Month of it’s Age, feel Commotions and 
inteftine Difturbances by the Diviiions of its Mem¬ 
bers, which had near hand terminated in it’s De- 
ftruaion • thefe civil Difcords were owing, to 
the following Occafion. Captain Majfey had been 
a Soldier almoft from his Infancy, but was but very 
indifferently acquainted with Maritime Affairs, and 
having an enterprizing Soul, nothing would fatisfy 
him, but he muff be doing Bufinefs in his own 
Way, therefore he required Lowther to let him 
have thirty Hands to land with, and he would At¬ 
tack the French Settlements, and bring aboard the 
Devil and all of Plunder. 

Lowther did all that he could do, and faid all 
that he could lay, to difTwade Majfey from fb rafh 
and dangerous an Attempt ; pointing out to him 
the Hazard the Company would run, and the Con¬ 
fluences to them all, if he fhould not fuc.ceed, and 
the little likelyhood there was to expeft Succefs 
from the Undertaking : But ’twas all one for that, 
Majfey would go and attack the , French Settlements, 
for any thing Lowther could fay againft it; fb that 
he was obliged to propole the Matter to the Com¬ 
pany, among whom Majfey found a few Fellows, 
as relolute as himfelf; however a great Majority 
being againft it, the Affair was over-ruled in 
Oppofition to Captain Majfey , notwithftandirig 
which, Majfey grew fra&ious, quarrel’d with 
Lowther, and the Men . divided into Parties, fome 
Tiding with the Land Pyrate, and tome with the 
Sea Rover, and were all* ready to fall together by 
the Ears, when the Man at the Mafi-Head, cry’cL 
out, a Sail! a Sail! Then they gave over the Dif. 
pute, let all their Sails, and fteered after the Chace4 
In a few Hours they came up with her, fhe being 
a final! Ship from Jamaica, bound to England', they 

took 
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took what they thought fit out of her, and a 
Hand or two, and then Lowther was for finking 
the Ship, with feveral Paffengers that were in her, 
for what Reafon' I know not, but Maffey interpo- 
fed and prevented their cruel Fate, and the 
Ship fafely arrived afterwards in England. 

The next Day they took a fmall Sloop, an 
interloping Trader, which they detain’d with her 
Cargo. All this while Maffey was uneafy, and de¬ 
clared his Relblution to leave them, and Lowther 
finding him a very troublefome Man to deal with, 
contented that he Ihould take the Sloop, laft made 
Prize of, with what Hands had a Mind to go 
with him, and Shift for himtelf. Whereupon Maffey, 
and about ten more Malecontents, goes aboard 
the Sloop, and comes away in her dire&ly for 
Jamaica. 

Notwithftanding what had palfed, Captain Maffey 
pu*-s a bold Face upon the Matter, and goes to Sir 
Nicholas Laws the Governor, informs him of his 
leaving Lowther the Pyrate, owns that he affi/led in 
going off with the Ship, at the River Gambia, but laid, 
’twas to fave fo many of his Majefly’s Subjects from verify¬ 
ing, and that his Deftgn was to return to England; but 
Lowther confviring with the greater Part of the Company , 
* went a pyrating with the Ship, and that he had taken this 
Opportunity to~ leave him, and Surrender himfelf and f r ef- 
fel with the Cargo, and every "Thing elfe, to his Excellency. 

Maffey was very well received by the Governor, 
and had his Liberty given him, with Promite of 
Service, and fo forth; and at his own Requeft, he 
went on Board the Happy Sloop, Captain Laws, 
which was immediately ordered out to crude off 
Hifpanicla, for Lowther \ but not being fo fortunate 
as to meet with him. Captain Maffey returned 
back to Jamaica, ip. the Sloop, and getting a Cir- 
tificate, and a Supply of Money from the Gover¬ 
nor, he came home Palfenger to England. 

S 
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When Majfey came to Town, he writes a long 
Letter to the Deputy Governor and Directors of 
the African Company, wherein he imprudently re¬ 
lates the whole Tranfa&ions of his Voyage, the 
going offwith the Ship, and-the A&sof PyraCy he had 
committed with Lowther , but excules it as Rafhnels 
and Inadvertency in himfelf, occalioned by his be¬ 
ing ill ufed, contrary to the Promifes he had recei¬ 
ved, and the Expectations he had entertained ; but 
own’d, that he deferved to dye for what he had 
done \ yet, if they had Generolity enough to for¬ 
give him, as he is ftill capable to do them Service, 
as a Soldier, fo he Ihould be- very ready to do it j 
but if they refolved to profecute him, he begg’d 
only this Favour, that he might not be hanged like 
a Dog. but dye like a Soldier, as he had been bred 
from his Childhood, that is, by being Shot. 

This was the Subftance of the Letter, which, 
however, did not produce fo favourable an Anfwer 
as he hoped for, Word being brought back to 
him. that he fhotild he fairly harp'd. Whereupon, 
Majfey refolved not to be out of the Way, when 
he found what important Occafion there was likely 
to be for him, fo takes a Lodging in Alderfgate-Street , 
and the next Day went to the Lord Chief ]uftice’s 
Chambers, and enquired if my Lord had-'granted 
a Warrant againft Captain John Majfey , for Pyracy ; 
but being told by the Clerks, that they knew of 
i o fuch Thing - he informed them he was the 
Man, that my Lord would foon be apply’d to for 
that Purpofe, and, the Officer might come to him 
at fuch a Place, where he lodged : They took the 
Directions in Writing, arid in a few Days, a War¬ 
rant being i/fued, the Tipftaff went direCtly by 
his own Information, and apprehended him, with¬ 
out any other trouble, than ' walking to his 
Lodging. 


There. 
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There was then no Perfon in Town, to charge 
him with any FaCt, whereby he could be com¬ 
mitted^ nor could the Letter be proved to be of 
his Hand-Writting, lb that they had been obliged 
to let him go again, if he had not helped his Ac- 
cufers out at a Pinch The Magiftrate was reduced 
to the putting of this Queftion to him, did you write 
this Letter ? He anfwered, He did : And not only 
that, but owned all the Contents of it, to be true \ 
upon which, he was committed to Newgate , but was 
afterwards admitted to a hundred Pound Bail, 
or thereabouts. 

On the 5th of July 1723, he was brought to his 
Tryal, at a Court of Admiralty held at the Old- 
Baily , when Captain Ruffel , Governor Whitney’s 
Son and others, appear’d as Evidences, by whom 
the Indictment was plainly proved againft him} 
which, if it had not been done, the Captain was of 
fuch an heroick Spirit, that he would have deny’d 
nothing } for inftead of making a Defence, he on¬ 
ly entertained the Court with a long Narrative of 
his Expedition, from the firft fetting out, to his re¬ 
turn to England, mentioning two Acts of pyracy 
committed by him, which he was not charged with, 
often challenging the Evidences againft him, if in 
any Thing he related the leaft Syllable of an Un¬ 
truth, that they would contradict him } and in 
ftead of denying any of them, let forth in thr 
Ind'Clme its, he charged himfelf with, various Cir- 
cumftance^, which fixed the FaCts more home upon 
him} upon the whole, the Captain was found 
Guilty, received Sentence of Death, and was exe¬ 
cuted three Weeks after, at Execution-Dock. 

We return now to Lowthcr , whom we left cru- 
fing off Hifpaniola, from whence he pty’d to Wind¬ 
ward, and near Porto Rico , chafed two Sail and fpoke 
with them } they proving to be a fmall Brifiol Ship, 

S 2 com- 
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commanded by Captain Smithy and a Spanijh Pyrafe. 
who had made Prize of her. Lowther examined 
into the Spaniards Authority for taking an Englifo 
Ship, and threat’ned to put every Man of them to 
‘death for lb doing •, fb that the Spaniards fancied 
themielves to be in a very pityful Condition, till 
Matters cleared up, and they found their Matters 
'as gieat Pogues as themfeIves, from whom feme 
Mercy might be expefted, in regard to the near 
Relation they ftood with them, as to their Profef- 
flon in ttiort, Lowther firft rifled, and then burnt 
both the Ships, fending the Spaniards away in their 
Launch, and turning all the Englifl j Sailors into 
Py rates. 

After a few Days Cruize, Lowther took a fmall 
Sloop belonging to St. Chrifiophers, which they 
mann’d and carried along \yith them to a fmall 
Ifland, where they cleaned, and flay’d fome Time 
to take their Diverfions, which confifted in un¬ 
heard of Debaucheries, with drinking, fvvearing 
and rioting, in which there teemed to be a kind 
o' r Emulation among them, refembling rather Devils 
than Men, ftriving who ttrould out doe one another 
in new invented Oaths and Execrations. ' 

They all got aboard about Chriftmas , oblerving 
ne’ther F imes nor Seatons, for perpetrating their 
villa nous A&ions, and fail’d towards the Bay of 
fLnduras. In their Way thither they met with a 
fmall Velfel with 13 Hands, in the tame honourable 
Employment with themtelves •, the Captain of 
this Gang was one Edward Low , whom we thall 
particularly ditcourfe of in a Chapter by it telf: 
Lowther received them as Friends, and treated 
them with all imaginable Refpeft, inviting them 
as they were few in Number, and in no extraor¬ 
dinary Condition to purfue the Account, (as they 
.called it) to join their Strength together, which oa 
the Confideration aforefaid, was accepted of. Low - 

ther 
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ther ftill Continuing Commander, and Low was made 
Lieutenant-, the VelTel the new Pyrates came out 
of, they funk, and the Confederates proceed the 
Voyage as Lowther before intended. 

, The 10th of January, the Pyrates came into the 
Bay, and fell upon a Ship of 200 Tun, cal ed the 
Greyhound, Benjamin Edwards Commander, belong¬ 
ing to Bofton. Lowther hoifted his pyratical Co¬ 
lours, and fir’d a Gun for the Greyhound to br ng co, 
which Ihe refufing, the Happy Delivery (the Name 
of the Pyratej edg’d down, and gave her a Broad- 
lide, which was returned by Captain Edwards very 
bravely, and the Engagement held for an Lour’■ 
but Captain Edwards finding the Pyrate too Strong 
for him* and fearing the Cpnfequence of too ob- 
ftinate a Refiftance againft thole Lawlefs Fellows, 
he ordered his Enfign to be Struck. The Pyrates 
Boat came.aboard, and not only rifled the Ship, but 
whipp’d, beat and cut the Men in a cruel Manner,' 
turned them aboard their own Ship, and then 
let Fire to their’s. 

In cruiling about the Bay, they met and took le-’ 
veral other Veffels without any Refiftanjce, vizi 
two Brigantines of Boflon, in New-England * one of 
which they burnt, and funk the other ■, a Sloop 
belonging to Connecticut, Captain Airs, which they 
alfo burnt ^ a Sloop of Jamaica , Captain Hamilton^ 
they took for their own O fe • • a Sloop of Virginia 
they unladed, and was lb generous as,to give her 
back to the Matter that own’d her, They took a 
a Sloop of 100 Tun, belonging to Rhode IJland.4 
\vhich they were pleafed to keep, and mounted 
her with eight Carriage* and ten Swivel Guns. 

With this little Fleet, viz.. Admiral Lowther, in’ 
the Happy Delivery, Captain Low, in the Rhode Tfland 
Sloop, Captain Harris, (who was fecond Mate in 
the Greylound when taken ,) in Hamilton's Sloop, and 
the little Sloop formerly mentioned, ferving as a 

S3 Tender^ 
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Tender-, 1 fay, with this Fleet the Pyrates left 
the Bay, and came to Port Mayo, in the Gulph of 
Montick, and there made Preparations to cSrreen •, 
they carried afhore their Sails, and made Tents by 
the Water-Side, wherein they laid their Plunder, 
Stores, &c. and fell to Work •, and at the Tiihe 
that the Ship was upon the Heel, and the good 
Folks employ’d in heaving down, fcrubing, tallow¬ 
ing and fo forth of a fudden came down a confi- 
derable Body of the Natives, a 1000 or more, and 
Attacks the Pyrates unprepared. As they were in 
no Condition to defend themlelve^, or repulfe their 
Enemies, they fled to their Sloops, leaving theitf 
Matters of the Field and the Spoil thereof, which 
was of great Value. They fet Fire to the Happy 
Delivery , their capital Ship, and made off direftly^ 
in two of the Sloops. 

Lowther made the beft Proviflon he could in the 
largeft Sloop, which he called the Ranger, having 
ten Guns, and eight Swivels, and fhe failing beft, the 
Company went all aboard of her, and left the other 
at Sea. Provifions was now very fliort, which, 
with the late Lofs, put them in a confounded ill 
Humour, infbmuch that they were every now and 
then going together by the Ears, laying the blame 
of their ill Condufl: fometimes upon one, then up¬ 
on another. 

The Beginning of May 1722, they got to the 
Weft-Indies, and near the Ifland of Difeada, took 
a Brigantine, one Payne Matter, that afforded 
them what they flood in need of, which put 
them in better Temper, and Bufmefs leem’d to go 
on well again • after they had pretty well plun¬ 
dered the Brigantine, they lent her to the Bottom. 
They went into the Ifland and watered, and then 
flood to the Northward, intending to vifit the Main- 
Coaft of America. 
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In the Latitude of 38, May the 28th, they fell 
in with a Brigantine, called the Rebecca , of Charles- 
Town in New-England , bound to Eojlon from St. 
Chrijlophers, 'James Flecker Matter 3 they made Prize 
of her, at which time old Differences reviv’d, and 
were much inflam’d by a bold hardy Fellow, viz.. 
Low, who had the Ambition to be a Captain too 3 
in fhort the Company was equally divided, 45 
Hands went into the Brigantine laft taken, where 
Low was made Commander, and Lowther purfued 
the Game, with the like Number of Hands in the 
Sloop. Lowther proceeding on his Way to the 
Main-Coaft, took three or four fi.fh.ing Veffels off 
New-Torhy which was no great Booty to the Captors. 
The 3d of June, they met with a fmall New-Eng¬ 
land Ship, bound home from Barbadoes , which flood 
an Attack for a fmall Time, but finding it to no 
Purpofe, yielded a Prey to the Booters: The Py- 
rates took out of her fourteen Hogfheads of Rum, 
fix Barrels of Sugar, a large Box of Englijh Goods, 
feveral Casks of Loaf Sugar, a confiderable Quan¬ 
tity of Pepper, fix Negroes, bettdes a Sum of Money 
and Plate, and then let her go on her Voyage. 

The next Adventure was not fo Fortunate for 
them, fbr coming pretty near the Coaft of South- 
Carolina, they met with a Ship juft come out, on 
her Voyage to England 3 Lowther gave her a Gun, 
and hoifted his pyratical Colours 3 but this Ship, 
which was called the Amy , happening to have a 
brave gallant Man to command her, who was not 
any ways daunted with that terrible Enfign, th* 
black Flag; inftead of ftriking immediately, as ’twas 
expe&ed, let fly a Broadfide at the Pyrate. Low- 
ther (not at all pleafed with the Compliment, tho ? 
he put up with it for the prefent,) was for taking 
Leave 3 but the Amy getting the Pyrate between 
her and the Shore, flood after him to clap him 
aboagd 3 to prevent which, Lowther run the Sloop a 

S 4 Ground, 
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ground, and landed all the Men with their Arms. 
Captain Gvrathns , the Captain of the Amy, was 
obliged to Hand off, for fear of running his own 
Ship afhore •, but at the fame Time, thought fit 
for the publick Good, to deflroy the Enemy ; and 
thereupon went into the Boat, and rowed towards 
the Sloop, in order to let her on Fire but before 
he reached the VelTel, a fatal Shot from Lowther's 
Company afhore, put an End to their Defign and 
Captain Gwatkrd’s Life. After this unfortunate 1 
Blow, the Mate returned aboard with the Boat,, 
and not being inclined to purfue them any farther, 
took Charge of the Ship. 

Lowther got off the Sloop after the Departure of 
the Amy , and brought all his Men aboard again, 
but was in a poor fhattered Condition, having 
fuffered much in the Engagement, and had a great 
many Men kill’d and wounded : He made Shift to 
get into an Inlet fomewhere in North-Carolim , where 
he ftaid a long while before he was able to put to 
Sea again. 

Lowther and his Crew laid up all the Winter, 
and fhifted as well as they could among the Woods, 
divided themfelves into Imall Parties, and hunted 
generally in the Day-Times, killing of black Cat¬ 
tle, Ilogs, &c. for their Subfiflance, and in the 
Night retired to their Tents and Huts which they 
made for Lodging ^ and fometimes when the Wea¬ 
ther grew very cold, they would flay aboard of 
their Sloop. 

In the Spring of the Year 1723, they made Shift 
to get to Sea, and fleer’d their Courfe for Newfound¬ 
land , and upon the Banks took a Scooner, called 
the Swift., John Hood Mafler •, they found a good 
Quantity of Provifions aboard her, which they 
very much wanted at that Time, and, after taking, 
three of their Hands, and plundering her of what 
they thought fit, they let; her depart. They took fe- 

veral 
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veral other VelTels upon the Banks, and then went 
off to the Azores Iflands. In their Paffage thither, 
about 100 Leagues Eaftward of Newfoundland, they 
met with a Brigantine called the John and Elizabeth, 
Richard Stanny Matter, bound to Bofori\ The Pyrates 
plundered her of feveral forts of Goods and Mer¬ 
chandizes, and took away twD of her Men, and 
then difeharged her. 

At the Azores, Lowther and his old Companion. 
Low met together, who faluted one another with 
great Shot, fired high in the Air •, they vifited the 
Iflands together, particularly Fyal and St. Michael, 
and took feveral Ships and Veffels belonging to 
the Fortuguefe, French and LngUfh •, they barbaroufly 
ufed feveral of the Matters, cutting off their Ears 
and Nofes, whipping and cutting them &c. 

From the Azores Lowther fail’d towards the Cape 
de Verd Iflands, but miffing of them, and not being 
able to fetch any Windward Part of Africa, he was 
obliged to put away to the Wefl-Indies •, In which 
Voyage Ptovifions grew fhort, and the Company 
was forced to a very fmall Allowance. In Septerri- 
ber the Pyrate came near Barbadoes, and took a 
Ship called the Princefs, Captain Wickjled, from Gui- 
ney, which, after they had plunder’d her, they Jet go \ 
but fometime after that, in his Progrefs among the 
Leeward Iflands, he. happened to chafe a SJpop 
pretty near into St. Chriftophers, and being foul 
could not come up with her. The Pyrates thought 
it now high Time to go in and clean •, and accor¬ 
dingly the fmall Ifland of Blanco was pitched upon, 
and there they arrived in the Beginning of Novem¬ 
ber laft. 

The Governor of St. Chriflophers, who was always 
a vigilent Man, receiving Information of the Py¬ 
rate, by the Sloop that was chafed into the Har¬ 
bour of tliat Ifland, ftraitway fitted out a large 
$loup, well mann’d and arm’d, called the Eagle, and 

gave 
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gave a Commiifion to one Colonel Otley , of" the 
laid Ifland, to go in queft of her \ and after a 
Cruifeof ten or twelve Days, came to the Iffandt 
where Lowtber was carreening: The Pyrates were 
in no Condition to make any Refiftance, and fo 
upon Sight of the Colonel’s Sloop, every Man 
Ihifted for himfelf, and for the moft Part fled up 
into the Woods, fo that few of them were taken. 
The Colonel brought the Sloop away, and left 
Lowther and the Crew, behind upon the Ifland, 
where we alfo for the prefent muft leave them. 




CHAP. XIII. 

O F 

Captain Edward Low , 

And his C R E \V. 


E Dward Lon was born in Weftminfter, and had 
his Education there, fuch as it was, for he 
could neither write or read. Nature feem’d 
to have defigned him for a Pyrate from his Child¬ 
hood, for very early he began the Trade of plun¬ 
dering, and was wont to raife Contributions among 
all the Boys of Wejlminfter \ and if any were bold 
enough to refufe it, a Battle was the Confequence ^ 
but Loro was fo hardy, as well as bold, there was 
no getting the better of him, fo that he robbed 
the Youths of their Farthings with Impunity ; 

when 
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when he grew bigger he took to Gaming in a low 
Way, for it was commonly among the Footmen 
irr the Lobby of the Houfe of Commons, where he 
uftd to play the whole Game, (as they term it,) 
that is, cheat all he could, and thofe who pretend¬ 
ed to dilpute it with him, muft fight him. 

The Virtues of fome of his Family were equaf 
to his} one of his Brothers was a Youth of Genius, 
when he was but feven Years old, he ufed to be 
carried in a Basket, upon a Porter’s Back, into a 
Crowd, and {natch Hats and Wigs according to 
the exaft Chronology of Newgate, he was the firft 
who pra&iced this ingenious Trick. After this, 
he applied himfelf to picking of Pockets; when 
he increafed in Strength, he attempted greater 
Things, fuch as Houfe-breaking, &c. But alter he 
had run a fhort Race, he had the Misfortune of 
ending his Days at Tyburn , in Company with Stephen 
Bunce , and the celebrated Jack Hall the Chimney- 
Sweeper. 

But to return to Ned , when he came to ManV 
Eftate, at his eldeft Brother’s Defire, he went to 
Sea with him, and fo continued for three or four 
Years, and then parted and Ned work’d in a Rig- 
ging-Houfe in Bo ft on, in New-England, for a while. 
About fix Years ago, he t«ok a Trip home to Eng¬ 
land , to fee his Mother, who is yet Living. His 
Ray was not long here, but taking Leave of his 
Friends and Acquaintance, for the laft Time he 
fhould fee them, for fo he was pleafed to fay, he 
returned to Bofton , and worked a Year or two lon¬ 
ger at the Rigging Bulinefs, but being too apt to 
dilagree with his Mafters, he left them, and {hipp’d 
himfelf in a Sloop that was bound to the Bay of 
Honduras . 

When the Sloop arrived in the Bay, Ned Low 
was appointed Patron of the Boat, which was em¬ 
ploy’d in the cutting of Logwood, and bringing 
_ - i$ 
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it aboard to lade the Ship, for that is the Commo¬ 
dity they make the Voyage for : In the Boat were 
twelve Men belides Lc:v t who all go arm’d, be- 
cnufe of the Spaniards) from whom this Logwood 
is but little better than ftole. It happened that 
the Boat one Day came aboard juft before Dinner 
was ready, and Low defired that they might ftay and 
Dine ^ but the Captain being in a hurry for his 
Lading, ordered them a Bottle of Rum, and to 
take ’tother Trip, becaufe no Time fhould be loft: 
This provoked the Boat’s Crew, but particularly 
LoW) who takes up a loaded Mulquet and fires at 
the Captain, but milled him, and lhot another 
poor Fellow thro’ the Head, then put of the 
Boat, and with his twelve Companions goes to 
Sea: The next Day they took a (mail Veffel, and 
go in her, make a black Flag, and declared War 
againft all the World. 

In a few Days, Lowther the Pyrate ftanding in 
towards the Bay of Honduras , Low falls in Company 
with him, and after a Compliment, they join to¬ 
gether, and go all aboard the fame Veffel, which 
is already taken Notice of in the Hiftory of George 
Lowther , alio what happen’d under Lowther' s Com¬ 
mand, to the Time of their Separation, to which 
we refer the Reader. 

The latter End of May 1722, the Crew under the 
laid Lowther took a Brigantine of Boftori) bound 
thither from St. Chrifiophers , at which Time they 
parted, and Edward Low was one that went into 
the Brigantine, with 44 others, and chofe their 
Captain: They took with them two Guns, four 
Swivels, fix Quarter-Casks of Powder, Proviftons 
and fome Stores, and fo left Lowther to profecute 
his Adventures, with the Men he had left. 

The firit Adventure that happened to our new 
Captain in the Brigantine, was on Sunday the 3d 
Day of June t when they took a Velfel belonging 
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to Amboy , John Hance Mafter, whom he rifled of 
his Provifious and let go \ the fame Day he met 
with a Sloop, James Calquhoon Mafter, olf of Rhode 
Ifland , bound into that Port, whom he firlt plun- 
dred, and then cut away his Boltfprit, and all his 
Rigging, alfo his Sails from the Yards, and wound¬ 
ed the Mafter, to prevent his getting in to give In¬ 
telligence, and then flood away to the South-Eaft- 
ward, with all the Sail he could make, there being 
then but little Wind. 

Low judged right in making fail from the Coaft, 
for a longer flay had proved fatal to him, for 
notwithftanding the difabled Condition he had 
rendered the Sloop in, fhe made Ihift to get into 
Block Ifland , at 12 o’clock that Night, and imme¬ 
diately difpatch’d a Whale-Boat to Rhode Ifland, 
which got thither by feven the next Morning, with 
an Account of the Pyrate, his Force, and what 
had happened to him: As foon as the Governor 
had received this Information, he ordered a Drum 
to beat up for Volunteers, and two of the beft 
Sloops then in the Harbour, to be fitted out, and 
gave Commiflions to one Captain John Headland , 
and Captain John Brown jun. for ten Days ; the 
former had eight Guns and two Swivels, and the 
latter fix Guns, well fitted with linall Arms, and 
in both Sloops 140 flout Fellows} all this was 
performed with ft) much Expedition, that before 
Suri-fet, they were under Sail turning out of the 
Harbour, at the fame Time the Pyrate was feen 
from Block Ifland, which gave great Hopes that 
the Sloops would be Mafters of her the next Day, 
which however did not happen, for the Sloops re¬ 
turned into Harbour lome Days afterwards with¬ 
out fo much as feeing their Enemy. 

After this Elcape, Captain Low , went into Port, 
upon the Coaft, for he had not frefh Water enough 
to run to the Iflands, where he ftaid fome Time, 

getting 
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getting Provilions and what Neceflaries the Crew 
wanted, and then fail’d for.Purchafe, (as,they call 
it,) fleering their Courle towards Marble-bead. 

About the 12th of July, the Brigantine fail’d 
into the Harbour of Port Fofemary, and found thir¬ 
teen Ships and Veflels, but none of Force, at 
Anchor, fo they immediately fpread their black 
Flag, and ran in among them; Low called to them 
from the Brigantine, and told them, they fhould 
have no Quarters if they relifted; in the mean 
Time they mann’d and arm’d their Boat, and took 
Pofleffion of every one of them, plundered them 
of what they thought fit, and converted one to 
their own Ufe, viz,, a Scooner of 80 Tuns, aboard 
of which they put t o Carriage Guns, and 50'Men, 
and Low himlelfwent Captain, and nam’d her the 
Fancy , making one Charles Harris , (who was at 
firft forced into their Service out of the Greyhound 
of Boflon, Captain Edwards , by Lowther y of which 
Ship Harris was fecond Mate) Captain of the Bri¬ 
gantine. Out of thefe Veflels they took leveral 
Hands, and encreafed the Company to 80 Men, 
who all ligned the Articles, Ibme willingly, and 
a few perhaps by Force, and fo failed away from 
Marblehead. 

Some Time after this, they met with two Sloops 
bound for Bofloit, with Provifions for the Garrifbn, 
and the Scooner coming up firft, attack’d them, 
but there happening to be an Officer and fome Sol¬ 
diers on Board, who gave them fitch a Reception, 
that Low did not think it prudent to concern him- 
felf any farther with them, till he was joyn’d by 
the Brigantine; in the mean while the Sloops made 
the beft of their Way, and the Pyrates gave them 
Chace two Days, and at laft loft fight of them in 
a Fog. 

They now fleered away for the Leeward Iflands, 
but in their Voyage met yith. fuck a Hurricane.of 

Wjnd, 
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Wind, that the like had not been known; the 
Sea ran Mountains high, and leem’d to threaten 
them every Moment with Deftruftion; it was nb 
Time now to look out for Plunder, but to lave 
themfelves, if polftble, from perilhing. All Hands 
were continually employed Night and Day on 
Board the Brigantine, and all little enough, for 
the Waves went over her, fo that the Pump was 
forced to be kept conftantly going, belides baling 
with Buckets ; but finding themfelves not able to 
keep her free, and feeing the utmoft Danger before 
them, they turned to the Takle and hoifted out 
their Provifions and other heavy Goods, and threw 
them over-board, with fix of their Guns, fo that 
by lightening the VelTel, fhe might rife to the Top 
of the Sea with the Waves ; they were alfo going 
to cut away their Maft, but confidering how dan¬ 
gerous it would be, to be left in fuch a Condition, 
they refolved to delay it to the laft, which was 
prudent in them fo to do •, for a Ship without Maft? 
or Sails, Ires like a Log upon the Water, and if at¬ 
tack’d, muft fight with Difadvantage, for in fuch a 
Cafe, the working of a Ship is the moft artful Partof 
the Engagement, becaufe fhe may fometimes bring all 
her great Guns on oneSide, to bear upon her Enemy, 
when the difabled Ship can do little or nothing. 

But to proceed; by their throwing over-board 
the heavy Goods, the VefTel made confiderable left 
Water, and they could keep it under with the 
Pump only, which gave them Hopes and new Life; 
fo that inftead of cutting all away, they took ne- 
ceffary Meafures to lecure the Maft, by making 
'preventor-Shrowds, &c. and then Wore and lay too 
upon the other Tack, till the Storm was over. The 
Scooaer made fomewhat better Weather of it, of 
the two, but was pretty roughly handled notwith¬ 
standing, having fplit her Mainfail, fprung her 
Boltfprit, and was forced to cut her Anchors from 
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•her Bows. The Brigantine by running away to Lee¬ 
ward, when Ihe wore upon the Larboard Tact, had 
loll Sight of the Scooner; but not knowing whe¬ 
ther ihe might be (afe or not, as foon as the Wind 
abated, ihe fet her Main-Sail and Top-Sail, and 
made ihort Trips to Windward; and the next 
Day had the good Fortune to come in Sight of 
their Confort, who upon a Signal, which the other 
knew, bore down to her, and the Crew were over¬ 
joy’d to meet again, after luch an ill Treatment 
from the Winds and Seas. 

After the Storm, Low got fafe to a ,imall Iiland, 
one of the Weathermoft of the Carribecs, and there 
fitted their Veifels, as well as the Place could af¬ 
ford ; they got ProvifionS - of the Natives, in ex¬ 
change for Goods of their own ; and as foon as 
•the Brigantine was ready, ’twas judg’d neceffary 
to take a ihort Cruise, and leave the Scooner in' 
the Harbour, till her Return. The Brigantine 
fail’d out accordingly, and had not been out many 
Days before they met a Ship at Sea, that had loft 
all her Mails ; on Board of whom they went, and 
took from her in Money and Goods, to the Value- 
of 2000 1 . and fo left her in the Condition they 
found her : This Ship was bound home from 1 Jar- 
badoes y but lcfing her Mails in the late Storm, 
was making for Antegody to refit, where ihe after¬ 
wards arriv’d. 

The Storm juft fpoken of, was found to have 
done incredible Damage in thoie Parts of the 
World; but, however it appeared to have been more 
violent at Jamuicay both to the Iiland and Shipping, 
there was fuch a prodigious Swell of the Sea, that 
feveral hundred Tuns of Stones and Rocks, were 
throw nover the Wall of the Town of PortRoyaly and 
the Town it ielf was over-flowed, and above half 
deftroy’d, there being the next Morning five Foot 
Water from one End to the other •, the Cannon of 

Fort 
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Fort Charles were diftnounted, and fome wafhed 
into the Sea, and near 400 People loft their Lives j 
a more melancholly Profpeft was fcarce ever feen 
when the Water ebb’d away, all the Streets being 
covered with "Ruins of Houles, Wrecks of Veifels, 
and a great Number 'of dead Bodies, for moft of 
the Ships in the Harbour were caft away. 

The Brigantine returning to the llland, where 
fhe had left the Scooner, who being ready to fail, 
it was put to the Vote of the Company, what 
Voyage to take next; and'herein they followed the 
Advice of the Captain, who thought it not advis¬ 
able to go any farther to Leeward, becaule of the 
Men of War, who were cruiftng in their feveral 
Stations, which they were not at all fond of meet¬ 
ing, and therefore it was agreed to go to the Cape da 
Verd Iflands, and afterwards viftt the Logwood 
Cutters, in the Bay of Honduras. 

Some Time in November 1722, they got in with 
the Cape de Verd Iflands, and cruifing to the Eaftward 
of them, they took two Ships coming from Lisbon ., 
one English, and the other Erenchy bound to St. Mi¬ 
chaels y the Commanders Names were Chandler and 
Roach : They plundered them of feveral Sorts of 
Goods, Provifions and Stores, and let them go; 
but meeting with an Eh git fly Pink bound to the 
fame Place, with feveral Paflengers on Board, who 
were willing to fight for what they had, they in¬ 
humanly murthered three or four of them, when 
they came on Board, tho’ they let the Ship pro¬ 
ceed on her Voyage. 

After the taking of thefe Ships, they went into' 
one of the Iflands, and took in frefh Water - when 
they came out again, they feized at Bonavifia , a Ship 
call’d the Liverpool Merchant > Captain Goulding ; they 
took from her a great Quantity of Provifions and 
dry Goods, 300 Gallons of Brandy, two Guns and 
Carriages, a Maft, Yard, and Hawfers, and fix r j 

T .the 
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their Men * 7 after which they would not fuffer them 
to trade there, or at St. Nicholas , with what they 
had left, but forced Captain Goulding to go to the 
Ifle of May with his Ship. 

Some Days afterwards, they toSk another Ship 
belonging to Leverpool, the Matter’s Name Scot, 
whom they plunder’d of what Things they thought 
fit, and then fuffered her to purfue her Voyage. 
They alfb took among the faid Iflands two Portu- 
guefe Sloops, bound for Braz.il , a fmall Englijh Sloop 
trading there, James Peafe Matter, a Sloop bound 
to Sanlta Cruz. ,, and three Sloops from St. Thomas t 
bound to Curafo, whereof Lilly , Staples and Simpkins 
were Matters, all which they plundered, and then 
fail’d from that Station, towards the Coaft of New- 
York, New England , &c. 

They had hardly loft Sight of the Cape dc Verd 
Iflands, before they gave Chace to a Sail, and came 
up with her, which proved to be a Portuguefe , and 
a rich Prize \ fhe was call’d the Nojlra Signiora de 
Vittoria, the Commander, Captain Rodrigues , bound 
to Bahia from Vi ana \ they difpatch’d her with all 
convenient Speed, and flood away as before. When 
they came in the Latitude of 33 Degrees, which is in 
the trale Way of the Veflels, between New-York 
and Jamaica , they cruiz’d off and on for fome Time, 
and intercepted feveral in their Voyage, viz., a 
Snow from New-York to Curacoa, Robert Leonard Ma¬ 
tter •, a Sloop from the Bay, bound to New-York, 
Craig Matter a Snow from London and Jamaica , 
bound to New-York ; and the Stanhope Pink, Andrew 
Delbridge Matter, from Jamaica to Bofion *, which 
laft they burnt, becaule of Low's irreconcileable 
Avertton to New-England Men among whom he had 
lived for fome Time, as has been before taken 
Notice of, and who being of a vindi&ive Temper, 
could never forgive a Perfon from whom he ima¬ 
gined to have received Injuries? and as his Be- 
' .. " " .. haivour 
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haviour had merited no extraordinary Treatment at 
Rofton, lb he met with Ufage accordingly, and now 
he profecuted his Revenge againft all of that Coun¬ 
try, where ever he met them. 

About the Middle of March 1722-3, Captain Low, 
with the Scooner, Brigantine, and a Sloop lately ta¬ 
ken, entered the Bay of Honduras , where he met a 
Sloop turning out of the faidBay. The Pyrates had 
hoilled up SpaniJlj Colours, and id continued them 
’till they drew near the Sloop, when they hail’d 
them down, hoilled their black Flag, fired a Broad- 
lide, and boarded her. Tli's Sloop was a Spaniard 
<>i fix Guns, and leventy Men, that came into the 
Bay that Morning, and meeting there with five 
t-nglijh Sloops, and a Pink, made Prizes of them 
all, plundered them, and brought the Mailers of 
the VelTeis away Prifoners, in order to ranlom for 4 
the Logwood, and confin’d them in the Hold - 
their Names were Tut hill 1 Norton , Newbury , Sprafort t 
Clark and Parrot. The Spaniards made no Refiltance, 
lb that the Englijb Pyrates foon became their Ma¬ 
ilers, and fell to rifling •, but finding feveral Entrlijlt 
Goods on Board, they confulted Low the Captain 
thereupon* and without examining any further, the 
Refblution pafs’d to kill all the Company ■, and the 
Fyrates,without any Ceremony, fell Pell-Mell to Exe¬ 
cution with their Swords, Cutlalhes, Poll-Axes and 
Pillols, cutting, flalhing and Ihooting the poor Spa¬ 
niards at a lad Rate. Some of the miferable 
Creatures jump’d down into the Hold, but could 
tot avoid the Maffacre they met Death every 
where^ for if they efcaped it from one Hand, they 
were lure to perilh by another^ the only Prolpefl 
they had of Life, was to fly from the Rage of 
thole mercilefs Men, and to trull to the more 
merciful Sea \ and accordingly a great many leap’d 
over-board, and fwam for the Snore \ which Lotn 
perceiving, ordefed the Qmoa to be mann’d, and 
' - • T 2 lent 
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fent in purfuit of them, and fb murdered feveral in 
the Water, as they were endeavouring to get to 
the Land however about twelve of them did' 
reach the Shore, but in a miferable Condition, be¬ 
ing very much wounded, and what became of 
them afterwards was not known, except one, who 
fell into the Pyrate’s Hands, as they were rioting 
and making themfelves merry at the Watering- 
Place. This poor Man had received feveral defpe- 
rate Wounds, and finding himfelf weak, without 
Subfiftence or Remedies, he came down to ’em, 
and beg’d for Jefus fake for Quarters •, upon which, 
one of the Villains took hold of him, and laid, 

G - d d - n him , he would give him good Quarters 

prefcntly , and made the poor Spaniard kneel down on 
his Knees, then taking his Fufil, put the Muzzle 
of it into his Mouth, and fired down his Throat, 
which put an End to his unhappy Life. ’Twas 
thought the reft did not long lurvive their mifera¬ 
ble Condition, and could only prolong their Lives, 
to add to the Mifery of them. 

When this bloody Piece of Work was over, they 
rumaged the Spanijh Pyrate, and brought all the 
Booty aboard their own VefTels: The fix Matters 
aforementioned, found in the Hold, they reftored 
to their refpettive VefTels, but murder’d one Wickam 
a Ncw-England Mafter, for Country fake: They 
forced away the Carpenter from the Pink, and 
then fet Fire to the Spanijh Sloop, and burnt her } 
which laft Scene concluded the Deftruttion of their 
Enemy, Ship and Crew. 

The Mafters of the VefTels, and Low, with the 
reft of the Pyrates, correfponded freely together, 
and mutual Civilities patted between them for forte 
Days, till they fail’d ^ but the Rovers would not 
fuffer them to fleer for Jamaica , where they were 
then bound, for fear the Men of War fhould get 

Intell*- 
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Intelligence of them, but forced them all to go to 
LLew-Tork, threatening them with Death, when they 
met them again, if they refufed to comply with 
their Demands. 

In the next Cruize, which was between the Lee¬ 
ward Iilands and the Main, they took two Snows, 
bound from Jamaica to Liverpool, and a Snow from 
Jamaica to London, Bridds Matter \ as alfo a Ship 
from Biddiford to Jamaica, John Pinkham Comman¬ 
der •, and two Sloops from Jamaica to Virginia. 

On the 27 th of May, Low, and his Conlort Har¬ 
ris, came off South-Carolina, and met with three 
good Ships, viz.. The Crown, Captain Lovereigne , 
the King William, the Carteret , and a Brigantine,* who 
all came out of Carolina together two Days before. 
The Pyrates were at the trouble of chacing them, 
and Captain Lovereigne being the fternmoft, the fell 
firft a Prey into their Hands •, and they Ipent all 
the Day in coming up with the reft. 

Within few Days, Low took a Ship, called, the 
Am ft erdam Merchant, Captain Willard, from Jamai¬ 
ca, but belonging to New-England, as Low let none 
of thole depart without lome Marks of his Rage, 
he cut off this Gentleman’s Ears, flit up his Nofe, 
and cut hirti in leveral other Places of his Body, 
and, after plundering his Ship, let him purfue his 
Voyage. 

Many other vile Aftions were done about this 
Time by Low, upon the Coaft, where he daily met 
with Spoil, which did not alone fatisfy his inhu¬ 
mane Temper, but, as it were, grew wanton in his 
Cruelties, putting Men to the moft exquifite Tor¬ 
tures, if their Behaviour, or even Looks dilplealed 
him. He ty’d lighted Matches between Men’s 
Fingers belonging to a Sloop bound in to Am- 
%oy , whereof William Frazier was Matter, till the 
Flelhwas all burnt off.- He cut Lome with Knives 
and Cutlalhe's, and took all their Provifions away; 

T 3 and 



294 Of Oapt* Edward Low , 

and others he fet afhcre in an uninhabited ,Part of 
the Country. 

The King ft on. Captain Eaftwich , another Ship, one 
Rurrington Mafler, two Brigantines from Carolina to 
London , a Sloop from Virginia to Bermudas \ a Ship 
from Glafgom to Virginia ; a Scooner from New-Tork 
to South-Carolina , a Pink from Virginia to Dartmouth ; 
and a Sloop from Philadelphia to Surinam , fell a Prey 
to thefe Villains, upon this Cruize, befides thole 
above mentioned, 

It happened that at th'S Time, one of his 
Majeffy’s Ships was upon a Cruize, on this Station, 
and got Intelligence of fome of the mifchievous 
Aftions of this Mifcreant, by one of the Veffels 
that had been plundered by him, who fleering as 
dire&ed, came in Sight of the Pyrates by break of 
Day, on the ioth of June, of all Days in the Year* 
The Rovers looking out for Prey, foon law, and gave 
Chace to the Man of War, which was called the 
Greyhound, a Sh : p of 20 Guns and 120 Men, rather 
inferiour in Force to the two Pyrate Sloops: The 
Greyhound finding them lb eager, was in no doubt 
what they fhould be, and therefore tack’d and 
flood from them, giving the Pyrates an Opportu¬ 
nity to chace her for two Hours, till all Things 
were in Readinefs for an Engagement, and the 
Pyrates about Gun-Shot off-, then the Greyhound 
tack’d again and flood towards the two Sloops, one 
of them called the Fancy, commanded by Low him- 
felf, and the other the Ranger, commanded by 
one Harris, both which hoifled their pyratical Co¬ 
lours, and fired each a Gun. When the Grey¬ 
hound came within Mufquet-Shot, fhe hailed up 
her Main-Sail, and clapp’d clofe upon a Wind, to 
keep the Pyrates from running to Leeward, and 
then engaged but when the Rogues found who 
they had to deal with, they gdg’d away un4er the 
Man of War's Stern, and the Greyhound {landing after 

them 
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them, they made a running Fight for about two 
Hours; but little Wind happening, the Sloops gain- 
edfrom her, by the help of their Oars; upon which 
the Greyhound left off firing, and turned all Hands 
to her own Oars, and at three in the Afternoon 
came up with them. The Pyrates hailed upon 
a Wind to receive the Man of War, and the 
Fight was immediately renewed, with a brisk 
Fire on both Sides, till the Ranger’s Main-Yard 
was Ihot down, and the Greyhound prefling clofe 
upon the-difabled Sloop,' Low, in the other, thought 
lit to bear away and leave his Conlort a Sacrifice 
to his Enemy, who (feeing the Cowardice and Trea¬ 
chery of his Commadore and Leader, having ten 
er twelve Men kill’d and wounded, and that there 
was no poflibility of efcaping,) called out for Quar¬ 
ters, and furrendered themfelves to Juflice, which 
proved fevere enough to them a-while after¬ 
wards. 

The Cohdufl: of Loro was furprizing in this Ad-* 
venture, becaufe his reputed Courage and Bold- 
nefs, had, hitherto, fb polfefs’d the Minds of all 
People, that he became a Terror, even to his own 
Men; but his Behaviour through this whole Aftion, 
Ihewed him to be a bate cowardly Villain; for 
had Loro’s Sloop fought half fo briskly as Harris's 
did, and had flood as clofe to the Bufinefs, (as they 
were under a folemn Oath to do,) the Man of War 
could never have hurted them. 

The Greyhound carried in their Prize to Rhode 
Jjland , to the great Joy of the whole Province, tho’ 
it had been more compleat, if the great LOW him- 
felf had grac’d the Triumph. The Prifoners were 
flrongly fecured in a Goal, till a Court of Vice- 
Admiralty could be held for their Tryals, which 
begun on the iothof July, at Newport, and continu¬ 
ed three Days. The Court was made up of the 
following Gentlemen. 

-v— s - . .... T 4 Wtfrm 
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William Dummer , E% Lieutenant Governor of the 
Maffachufets, Prefident. 

Nathaniel Paine, Efq; 

Addington Davenport, Efq; 

Thomas Fitch, Efq; 

Spencer Phipps, Efq; 

John Lechmerc, Efq; Surveyor-General, 

John Menties, Efq; Judge of the Admiralty, 

John Valentine, Efq; Advocate-General, 

Samuel Cranfion, Governor of Rhode Jflaftd. 

Richard Ward, Efq-, Regifter, 

Mr. Jahleel Brinton, Provoft-MarthaU. 

Robert Auc, muta, Efq- was aflign’d by the Court, 
Coo' oil for the Prifoners here under mention’d. 


Prifoners;Names. 
Charles Harris, Captain 
William Binds 
Daniel Hide 
Thomas Rowel, jun. 
Stephen Atundon 
Thomas Huggit 
William Read 
Peter Kneeves 
James Brinkly 
Jofeph Sound 
William Shutfe/d 
Edward Eaten 
John Brown 
Edward Lawfon 
Owen Rice 
John Tomkins 
Jofpn Fit zger raid 
Abraham Lacy 
Thomas Linifier 
Francis Leyton 


Ages. Places of Birth* 

25 London. 

28 Rhode Ifland . 

23 Virginia. 

21 Connecticut, N. E. 
20 London. 

30 London . 

3 5 Londonderry, Ireland. 
32 Exeter in Devon. 

28 Suffolk in England* 

28 City of tyeftminfter. 
40 Lancaftcr in England. 
3 8 Wrexham in Wales. 

29 County of Durham . 

2 0 IJle of Man. 

27 South-Wales. 

2 3 Glouceflerftnrt* 

2 i Limerick in Ireland . 

2 1 Devonjhire. 

21 Lancaflnre . 

39 NcwffQxky 
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John Waters, Q uarter-Mr. 35 County of Devon. 
Wjlpfn Jones 28 London. 

Charles Church 21 St. Margaret's, Wejhit* 

Thomas Hazel 50 — — — -— —~ 

John Bright 25 - - — ■ ■■ 

Thefe 25 were found Guilty, andexecu ;..1 the 
19th of July 1723, near Newport in Rhode 
IJland. 


John Brown 17 Liverpool'. 

Patrick Cunningham 25 - ~~ - - - 

Thefe two were found Guilty, but refpited foe 
0j . one Year, and recommended to the King’s 
favour. 


John Wilfou 2 3 

Henry Barnes 22 

Thomas Jones 17 

Jpfeph Switzer 24 

Thomas Mumper, Indian 21 

John Hinder, Dottor 22 

John Fletcher 17 

Thomas Child 1 $ 


New-London County. 
Barbadoes. 

Blur in Wales. 

Boflon in New-Engtand. 
Mather’s Vineyard N. E. 
Near Edinburgh, Scot. 


Thefe eight were found Not Guilty. 


The deftroying this Pyrate was look’d upon by 
the Province, to be fuch a fignal Service to the 
Publick, and of Advantage in particular to the 
Colony of New-Tork, that it was thought neceffary 
to make fbme handfome Acknowledgement to 
Captain Peter Solgard for it - r and therefore it was 
refolved in an Alfembly of the Common-Council, 
to compliment him with his Freedom of their Cor¬ 
poration. The Refolution, together with the Pre¬ 
amble of the Captain’s Freedom, being curious in 
their Kind, I fubjoin them for the Satisfaction of 
the Reader. ~ ' 
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Refolution of the Mayor and Common-Coun¬ 
cil of the City of New-York, at a Common- 
Council held at the City Hall of the faid Ci¬ 
ty, on Thurfday the s^th of July, Anno.Dom. 
1723. 


Prefent, Robert Walter , Efq; Mayor. 

City of New-York, ff. 

4 np HIS Court having taken into their Confi- 
I ‘ deration the great Service lately done to 

* this Province in particular, as well as to all other 

* his Majefty’s good Subjects in general, by Cap- 

* tain Peter Solgard , Commander of his Majefty’s 
‘ Ship the Greyhound, the Station Ship of the Pro- 
e vince, who lately in a Cruize upon this Coaft, 
c in due Execution and Difcharge of his Duty, up- 

* on Intelligence given him, lought for, purfued 

* and engaged two Pyrate Sloops, commanded by 
c one Low, (a notorious and inhumane Pyrate,) 
c one of which Sloops he took after a refolute Re- 

* fifiance, and very much lhattered the other, 

* who by the Favour of the Night efcaped. Twenty 
e fix of which Pyrates fb taken, being lately ,exe- 
c cuted at Rhode IJland , not only eafed this City and 
c Province of a very great Trouble, but of a very 
e confiderable Expence, &c. It is therefore re- 

* folved (Nomine Contradiccnte ) that this Corpora- 
‘ tion do prelent the faid Captain Solgard , with 
£ the Freedom of this Corporation, as a Mark of 
£ the great Efteem they have-for his Perfon, as 

* well as for the aforefaid great and good Services^ 

* and that the Seal of the faid Freedom be enclofed 

* in a Gold Box •, that Mr. Recorder , and Mr. Btck- 
f Icy , do draw the Draught of the faid Freedom, 

* figuifying therein tjie grateful Senfe of this 

t Corpo- 
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* Corporation, for fo fignal a Service to the Publick, 

* Benefit and Advantage of Mankind. That Al¬ 
derman Kip, and Alderman Cruger, do prepare the 

* faid Box \ that the Arms of this Corporation be 
engraved on one Side thereof, and a Reprefenta- 

e tion of the Engagement on the other, with this 
Motto, (w’z,.) [_ Outfit os Humani Generos Hofios Dc~ 
bellare fuperbum, io° Junii, 1723.] That the Tovvn- 
1 Clerk caufe the fame Freedom to be handfomly 
4 engroffed on Parchment, and that the whole Cor- 
_ poratiou do wait upon him, to prelent the lame. 
By Order of Common-Council, 

William Sbarpas Clerk.' 

The Preamble of Captain Peter SolgardV Copy 
of his Free do m. 

City of New-York, jf. 

C T) Obert Walter, Efq^ Mayor, and the Aldermen 
4 of the City of Nen-Torlt, To all whom thele 
4 Prefents lhall come, lend Greeting. WHEREAS 
4 Captain Peter Solgard, Commander of his Majefty’s 
4 Ship the the Greyhound, (the prelent Station Ship 
4 of this Province,,) in his Cruize having Intelli- 
4 genceof two Pyrate Sloops, ofconfiderable Force 
4 in Conlortlhip, under the Command of one Low, 
4 a notorious Pyrate, that had for upward of two 
4 Years, committed many Depredations, Murders, 
4 and Barbarities, upon many of his Majefty’s 
4 Subjects and Allies, lately come upon this Coafir, 
4 hath, with great Diligence, and utmoft Applica- 
4 tion, puriued, overtaken, apd after a ftubbom 
4 Refiftance, vanquilhed and overcome both of 
4 them, taking one, and driving the other from our 
4 Coaft which Aftion, as it is gloriops in it felf, 
4 fo it is glorious in the publick Benefits apd Ad- 
4 vantages that flow from it, (to wit.) The Safety 
4 and Freedom of our own Trade and Commerce, 
l £nd pf all the neighbopring Provinces on this 

4 Con* 
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* Continent, fuch lignal Service done againft the 

* Enemies of Mankind, merits the Appliule of all 

* good Men, but more immediately from thofe of 

* this Province, who are appointed his particular 

* Care and Charge. WE therefore the Mayor, 

* Alderman and Commonalty of the City of Jffeib- 
4 York, alTembled in Common-Council, to exprefs 
4 our grateful Senle and Acknowledgment, to the 
4 faid Captain Peter Solgard, for lo noble and faithful 
4 a Difcharge of his Duty, and as a particular Mark 
4 of the great Efteem, and juft Regard we bear to 
4 his Perlon, do unanimoufly prelent him, and beg 
4 his kind Acceptance of the Freedonfnf the Cor- 
4 poration of this City of Neve-York , and that he 
4 will pleafe to become a Fellow Citizen with us. 
4 Thcfe are therefore to certify and declare, that the 
4 laid Captain Peter Solgard is hereby admitted, 
4 received and allowed a Freeman and Citizen of 
4 the laid City of New-Tori, to have hold, enjoy 
4 and partake of all, and lingular the Advantages, 
4 Benefits, Liberties, Privileges, Franchiles, Free- 

* doms and Immunities whatlbever granted, or 
4 belonging to the. fame City : In Tefiimony thereof, 
4 the laid Mayor hath hereunto liiblcribed his 
4 Name, and cauled the Seal of the laid City, to 
4 be affix'd the'25th Day of July, in the ninth Year 
4 of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George, by the 
4 Grace of God King of Great Britain, France and 
4 Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Anno. Dom. 
‘ I723- 

William Sha v t>as , R. Walter Mayor. 

Clerk. 

But to return to Loro, who run from the Grey¬ 
hound with as much Fury and Palfion, as if he 
had fullered the greateft Indignity and Affront 
that could be put upon a Man of his nice Honour j 
he vowed to lacrifice all he fhould meet with to 

hfs 
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his RefentmentS} and the bloody Monfter had 
near Hand been as good as his Word, if his own 
Coitl^anions had not put lome Conftraint upon his 
Aftions. In this Flight he met with a Sloop be¬ 
longing to Nantucket , a Whale-Filhing, about ?,o 
Miles from Land ■, the Matter of which, one Na¬ 
than Skiff, a brisk young Fellow, the Pyrates cruel¬ 
ly whipp’d naked about the Deck, making his 
Torture their Sport ; after which they cut 
off his Ears, and laft of all. Shot him thro’ 
the Head, and then funk his Veflel'^ putting the 
reft of the Hands into their Whale-Boat, with a 
Compafs, a little Water, and a few Biskets • and 
it being good Weather, they providentialy got 
fafe to Nantucket , beyond all Expectation. 

There was another Whale-Boat belonging to 
the Sloop laft mentioned, which happened to be 
at fome Diftance from her, and perceiving what 
was doing, rowed with all fpeed to another Sloop 
not far off, to acquaint her with the Misfortune, 
that the Men might take Care of themfelves and 
ftie happily got away in Time. Some Days after. 
Low took a Filhing-Boat off of Block Jfland , but did 
not perpetrate fo much Cruelty to her, contenting 
himfelf with only cutting off the Matter’s Head; 
but after taking two Whale Boats near Rhode Jfland , 
he caufed one of the Matter’s Body to be rip’d up, 
and his Intrails to be taken out and cut off the 
Ears of the other, and made him eat them him-' 
felf with Pepper and Salt •, which hard Injun¬ 
ction he complyed with, without making a Word. 
Several other Perfons he would have murthered, 
but Humanity prevailing in the tender Hearts of 
his Companions, they refufed to put his favage 
Orders in Execution. 

From the Coaft of New-Fngland , Low failed dt- 
reftly for Newfoundland, and, near Cape Briton, took 
two, or three and twenty French Veifels •, and one 

. \ 'of 
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of them of 22 Guns he mann’d with Py rates, 
making a fort of a Man of War of her, ai^d fcour- 
ing the Harbours and Banks of Newfoundland, took 
fixteen or eighteen other Ships and Veflels, all 
which they plundered, and fome deftroyed. 

In this Cruize Low fell fick and dy’d, as I am in¬ 
formed, tho’ I am apt to believe he was cutoff by 
fome of his Crew, who lately grew weary of his 
infolent and tyrannical Government. He was 
thirty eight Years of Age, a ftrong well let Man, 
not tall, but big boned: His Cruelty and Inhuma¬ 
nity to Prilbners that fell into his Hands, Was not fo 
generally approved of by thereftof thePyrates, how¬ 
ever criminal they might be in other Refpeflrs •, nor 
indeed could all his Barbarities be related, much 
lefs beheld without giving Nature a Shock. Among 
all the lawlefs Rulers of the Sea, never any came 
up to him in Cruelty, nor did the dying Groans 
of thofe he butchered give him Compunction, or 
move any Patlion in the Brute, but Anger, Rage 
and Scorn: Even in his good Humours a Man 
could not allure himfelf of Safety from him, for 
Danger lurked in his very Smiles as for Inftance, 
at the taking of a Virginia Man, Captain Graves , 
the Matter of her, came on Board his Sloop, and 
at the firft Salutation, Low takes a fmall Bowl of 
Punch in his Hand, and drinks to him, faying. 
Captain Graves, here is half this to you- But the poor 
Gentleman being grieved at the Misfortune of fall¬ 
ing into his Hands, modeftly defired to be excu¬ 
sed \ whereupon Low draws out a Piftol, and cocks 
it, and taking the Bowl in’tother Hand, fwore he 
fhould either take one or the other ^ fo Graves with¬ 
out any Hefitation, made choice of the Vehicle that 
contained the Punch, and guttled down about a 
Quart, when he had the leaft Inclination in the 
World to be merry. 


Another 
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Another Time when Low met with a Veflfel be¬ 
longing to the Royal African Company, he asked 
Several frivolous Queftions concerning the Gover¬ 
nor and Directors of that Company, and made the 
Men kneel down, and drink Confufion and Dam—n 
to them all, and to the Duke of Chandois , in parti¬ 
cular •, and afterwards told the Men, as they were 
employ’d in that Service, (meaning the Compa¬ 
ny’s,) and who confequently were their Matters, 
they ought to behave themlelves with all the Relpetl 
and Duty that was neceffary towards them and 
then made them drink the Duke’s and all the 
reft of their Healths, and to the Company’s Pros¬ 
perity, in the fame Pofture as when they were 
obliged to curie them. Several other idle and 
foolilh Frolicks were frequently play’d by Low and 
his Companions, but we {hall wave them, and 
haften to the Conclufion of our Story. 

In the Room of Low, another Captain was made, 
not lo raorofe in his Temper, nor cruel in the 
Execution of their Villanies, but what his Name 
is, I have not learned. The Pyrates failed from 
Newfoundland , to tlie Illands of Azores, in September 
laft, and there came in Company with Lowther , 
with whom they Icower’d all the little Illands* 
and took a Number of Ships and VelTels. They 
lailed into Fyal, where fix or leven Ships and Vef- 
lels lay at Anchor, three of them Portuguefe, of Force, 
but no looner their black Flag appear’d, but they 
ftruck and yeilded to the Pyrates Mercy. At other 
Harbours they lent in their Boats, and brought 
the VelTels out, while the Ship and Sloop were 
cruifing off the Ifland. Thefe Tranfaftions of the 
Rovers greatly enraged the Portuguefe, and made 
them fufpeft every Englijh Veffel to be a Pyrate, 
which had like to have proved fatal to one Captain 
.Tillinghaj}, who happened to come into Fyal, a few 
Days'after the Pyrates had vifited that Harbour, 
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and knowing nothing of the Matter, was fijpri¬ 
zed with feveral Shot from the Town, Inlomuch, 
that he was obliged to lower his Sails and come to, 
and go alhore with a few Hands: He was fent to 
Goal, and Orders given to fearch his Veflel; his 
Cheft of Papers were brought on Shore and peru- 
fed by fbme Englijh Merchants and others; but 
not finding any Thing whereby they might ac- 
cufe him of Pyracy, he was at length let at 
Liberty. 

Lowther failed from the Azores, to the Wefl- 
Jndies, and the Crew lately under Low , fleered to 
the Cape de Verd Illands, where we do not find any 
great Matters were done, but failing thence, 
they arrived upon the Coaft of Guinef y where, 
about Chriftmas laft, they took the Delight , Captain 
Hunt , and Squirrel , Captain Stephenfon , which is 
the laft News we have heard concerning them. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

O F 

Capt. JOHN EVANS, 

And. his Crew. 

J Ohn Evans was a Welch Man, had been formerly 
Mafter of a Sloop belonging to Nevis, but lofing 
his Employ there, he failed for fome Time out 
of ’Jamaica as Mate, till happening in Company 
of three of four of his Comrades, and Wages not 
being fo good as formerly, and Birth’s fcarce, be- 
caufe of the great Number of Seamen ■, they agreed 
to go abroad in fearch of Adventures. They failed, 
or rather row’d out of Port Royal, in Jamaica, the 
latter End of September 1722, in a Canoa •, and com¬ 
ing on the North-Side of the Ifland, went afhore 
in the Night, broke open a Houfe or two, and 
rob’d them of fome Money, and every Thing elfe 
they could find that was portable, and brought 
the Booty on Board the Canoa. 

This was very well for the firft Time, but this 
kind of Robbery did not pleafe fo well, they wan¬ 
ted to get out to Sea, but having no Veffel but 
their Canoa, they were prevented in their lauda¬ 
ble Defign however, they kept a good look out, 
and traverfed the Ifland, in Expe&ation that Pro¬ 
vidence would fend fome unfortunate Velfel fora 
* " “ . . U Sacra- 




go 6 Of Capt. John Evans. 

Sacrifice, and in a few Days their Wifhes wereac- 
complifhed -, for at Duns Hole , they found a fmall 
Sloop at an Anchor, belonging to Bempkas : They 
made bold and went aboard,- and Evans informed 
the Folks that belonged to her, that he was Cap¬ 
tain of the Veffel, which was a Piece of News 
they knew not before. After , they, had put their 
Affairs in a proper Difpofition aboard, they went 
afliore to a little Village for Refrefhments, and 
lived jovialy the remaining Part of the Day, at a 
Tavern, fpending three Piftoles, and then departed. 
The People, of the Houfe admired at the merry 
Guefts they had got, were mightily plealed, and 
wifhedfor their Company at another Time-, which 
happened too foon for their Profit \ for in the 
middle of the Night, they came afhore all Hands, 
rifled the Houfe, and carried what they could 
aboard their Sloop. 

The next Day they weighed in the Sloop, aboard 
of which they mounted four Guns, and called her 
the Scovoerer, and failed to Hifpaniola \ on the North 
Part of the Ifland they took a Spanish Sloop, which 
proved an extraordinary rich Prize, as it fell 
among fo few Perfons as this Company confifted 
of, for they fhared upwards of 150 /. a Man. 

In Purfuance of the Game, and beating up for 
the Windward Iflands, the Scowerer met with a Ship 
from New-EngLvidy bound to Jamaica, 120 Tuns, 
called the Dove , Captain Diamond , Mafter, off Porto 
Rico: They plundered her, and ftrengthened their 
own Company, by taking out the Mate, and two or 
three other Men , they difoharged the Prize, and 
run into one of the Iflands, for frefh Water and Ne- 
ccflaries, and ftaid there fome Time. 

The next Prize they made, was the Lucretia and 
Catherine , Captain Mills, of 200 Tun Burthen-, they 
came up with her near the Ifland Dijfeada , January 
nth. Uponfeizing of this Ship, the Pyrates be¬ 
gan 
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gan to take upon themfelves the Diftribution of 
Juftice, examining the Men concerning their Ma¬ 
iler’s Ufage of them, according to the Cuftomof 
Other Pyrates •, but the Captam over-hearing the 
Matter, put an End to the Judicial Proceedings, 
and fell to rumaging the Ship, fayhig to them* 
What have we to do to turn Reformers, 7 tis Money we Want ? 
And fpeaking to the PriToners, he asked them, Dees 
your Captain give you Vittuals enough ? and they aufwer- 
ing in the Aifirmitive : Way then, faid he, he ought to 
give you Work enough. 

After the taking of this Priie, they went to'the 
little Ifland of Avis , with a Defieu to clean, and 
carryed the Lucretia along with them, in order to 
heave down the Scowerer by her , but meeting there 
with a Sloop, the Pyrate gave Chace till the Eve¬ 
ning, when fire was within Gun-Shot of her • but 
fearing to lofe Company with the Lucretia , who’ 
was a heavy Sailor, they left off, and faw her no 
more. This Chace brought them to Leeward of 
their Port, fo that they were obliged to look out. 
for another Place Of Retreat, and the Iftand of 
Ruby not being far diffant, they fleered for that, 
and anchored there accordingly \ but the next Day 
a Dutch Sloop coming as it were, into their Mouths* 
they could not forbear dealing, and fo making her 
their Priie, they plundered her of what came, when 
fhared, to fifty Pounds a Man* 

They found this Sloop more for their Purpofef 
than the Lucretia , to clean their own Sloop by, as 
being much lower in the Waft, and therefore capa¬ 
ble of heaving her bottom farther out of the Wa¬ 
ter, fo Die was difeharged, and the Dutch Man iept 
In her Room \ but not thinking it Convenient to 
lay up here, for fear a Difcovery fhould be rfiadfi** 
they turned their Thoughts another Way, and 
fleered to the Coaft of Jamaica, where they took a 
Sugar Drover, and then run to the Grand Cabianoes, 

U i about 
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about 30 Leagues to Leeward of Jamaica, with In¬ 
tention to clean there; but an unhappy. Accident 
put an End to their Pyracies, which hithieijto had 
proved very fuccefsful to them. 

The Boatfwain of the Pyfate being a nbily furly 
Fellow, the Captain had leveral times Words 
with him, relating to his Behaviour, who thinking 
himtelf ill treated, not only returned ill Language, 
but alfo challenged the Captain to fight him on the 
next Shore they came to, with Piftols and Sword, 
as is the Cuftom among thefe Outlaws. When the 
Sloop arrived, as above mentioned, the Captain 
pmpofed the Duel but the cowardly Boatfwain re¬ 
futed to fight, or go alhore, tho’ it was his own 
Challenge. When Captain Evans faw there was no¬ 
thing to be done with him, he took his Cane, and 
gave him a hearty drubbing •, but the Boatfwain 
not being able to bear fuch an Indignity, drew out a 
Piftol, and fhot Evans thro’ the Head, fo that he 
fell down dead • and the Boatlwain immediately 
jumped over-board, and fwam towards the Shore; 
but the Boat was quickly ma lin’d and tent after him, 
which took him up, and brought him aboard. 

The Death of the Captain in that Manner, pro¬ 
voked all the Crew, and they retolved the Crimi¬ 
nal fhould dye by the moft exquifite Tortures; but 
while they were confidering of the Punilhment, 
the Gunner, with moft opprobrius Terms, fired 
with the utmoft Indignation, and fhot him thro’ 
the Body with a Piftol-, but not killing him, the De¬ 
linquent, in very moving Words, defired a Week for 
Repentance only ; but another ftepping up to him, 
told him, that he flwuld repent and be damned to him , 
and without more ado fhot him dead. 

I fhould have obferved, that when the Lucretia 
and Katherine was fuffered to go away, the Pyrates 
detained their Mate, who was now the only Man 
aboard, who underftood Navigation, and him they 
.. de fired 
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defired to take upon him the Command of’the 
Sloop, in the Room of Captain Evans deceafed •, but 
he defired to be excufed that Honour, and at length 
pofitively refuftd it; fo they agreed to break up the 
Company, and leave the Mate in Poffeilion of the 
Veffel: Accordingly they went aflaore at the Cam- 
mames, carrying with -them, about nine thoulaud 
Pounds, among thirty Perfons and it being fair 
Weather, the Mate and a Boy brought the Vellel 
into Tort Royal , in Jamaica. 



I am come now to the End of my Account of the 
Englifh Pyrates, having brought it home to the pre- 
fentTime; for, to this Day, May the 9th, there has 
not been any Account come to England, of Pyracies 
committed, fince thefe 1 have mentioned. If I find 
that what I have done proves acceptable to the 
Publick, I may be more particular hereafter.. I 
will only add two Relations more, which I think 
are extraordinary in their Nature \ the one of them 
is ft well known, as not perhaps to be needful here, 
but that I fhall leave to the Reader’s Judgment, 
and with them I conclude the Hiftory. 

»j » 

f A Brigantine belonging to Briftol , one Mr- Row- 
ry Matter, had been trading at Gambia , in 
Africa, and falling as low as Cape Mount, to finitti 
the Having of the Veffel, he had, by a Misfortune 
ufual at that Part of the Coaft, his Mate, Surgeon, 
and two more of his Men, * Tanyarr'd by the Ne¬ 
groes. The Remainder of his Company, which 
was not above five or fix in Number, took this Op¬ 
portunity, and ftized the Veffel in the Road, ma¬ 
king the Matter Prifbner. 


* Term for Healing of Menufed'ajl over the Coaft. 
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You will think it prodigious impfident that fo 
frnall a Number Ihould undertake to proceed a 
pyrating, efpecially when neither of them had fuf- 
jficient bit ill in Navigation: Yet this they did, lea¬ 
ving thole People, their Ship-mates abovemention’d. 
to the Mecyof the barbarous Natives, and fail’d 
away down the Coaft, making them a black Flag^ 
which they merrily taid, would be as good as 50 
Men more, i. t. would carry as much Terror} and 
that they did not doubt of loon irtcrealing their 
Crew, to put them in an enterprifing Capacity ^ 
but their vain Projection was loon happily Fruftra- 
ted, and after this Manner. 

The Maftpr whole Life they had preferved, (per¬ 
haps only for fupplying their own Unskillfulnefs 
in Navigation,) advifed them, that fince contrary 
to their Expectations, they had met with no Ship 
between Cape Mount , and the Bite of Calabar , to pro¬ 
ceed to the Hand of Sc. Tbomai s, where they might 
recruit with Provilions and Water, and fell off the 
Slaves (about 70 of them) which they perceived 
would be a ufelefs Lumber, and incommodious to 
their Pefign. They arrived therein Auguft 1721, 
and one Evening, while Part of them were on Shore, 
applying for this Purpofe to the Governor, and the 
other Part carelefly from the Deck, Mr. Romry 
ftepped into the Boat belonging to the Velfel, and 
pufhed off, very fuidenly : They heard the Noile 
it made, a id foou were upon Deck again, but ha¬ 
ving t o other Boat to purl'ue, nor a Musket ready 
to fire, he got fife on Shore, and ran to the Gover¬ 
nor with his Complaint, who immediately impri- 
Ibned thole already there, and fent a Launch off to 
take the reft out of the Ship. 

Th eSvpd'gw arrived at St. 'Thmas's- the beginning 
of QRobty following, where, on Mr. Rowy's Remon- 
ftrance, Application was made to the Portvguefe Go¬ 
vernor of that Uland, foe a Surrendery of tfiefe five 

Englijb 
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Englijli Prifoners then in the Cattle *, but he not on¬ 
ly peremptorily excufed himfelf from it, as a Mat¬ 
ter out of his Power, without particular Direction 
from the Court of Portugal \ but withal infinuated, 
that they had only taken Refuge there from the 
Hardfhips and Severity they had met with from 
their Matter. The manner of Denial, and the ava- 
ritious Temper of the Gentleman, which I had Oc- 
cafion to be acquainted with, makes it very fofpi- 
cious, that he propofed confiderable Gains to him- 
ftlf j for if Mr. Rowry had not made fuch an Elcape 
to him, the Slaves had been his for little or nothing, 
as a Bribe to filence his Sulpicions, which any Man, 
lefs acute than he, mutt have had from the awkward 
and unskilful Carriageof fuch Merchants. But enough 
of this •, perhaps he is not the only Governor a- 
broad that finds an intereft in countenancing theft 
Fellows. 



An Account of the Pyracies and Mur¬ 
ders committed by Rhilij) Roche ,}$c. 

P Fillip Rock was born in Ireland , and from hisYouth 
had been bred up to the Sea ; he was a brisk 
genteel Fellow, of 30 Years of Age at the time of 
his Death \ one whoft black and favage Nature did 
no ways anfwer the Comtine's of his Perlon, his 
Life being almoft one continu’d Scene of Villany, be¬ 
fore he was difcover’d to have committed the hor¬ 
rid Murthers we are now fpeaking of. 

This inhumane Monfter had been concern’d with 
others, in infuring Ships to a great Value, and then 
deftroying them j by which Means, and other 
Rogueries, he had got a little Money \ and being 
Mate of a Ship, was dilligent enough in trading for 

U 4 himfelf 
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himfelf between Ireland and prance, lb that he was 
in a Way of getting himfelf a comfortable Liveli¬ 
hood : But, as he refolved to be rich, and finding 
fair Dealing brought in Wealth but flowly, he con¬ 
triv’d to put other Things in Execution, and cer¬ 
tainly had murthered feveral innocent Perfons in 
the Profecution of his abominable Schemes but as 
I have now forgot the particular Circumftances of 
thofe Relations, I fhall confine my felf at prefept 
to the Fa£t for which he fuffer’d. 

jRocb getting acquainted with one Neal, a Fifher- 
man at Cor^whom he found ready for any villainous 
Attempt, he irnparted his Delign to him, who be¬ 
ing pleal'ed with the Project,..brings one Pierce Cullen 
and his Brother into the Confederacy, together 
with one Wife , who at firft was very unwilling to 
come into their Meafures, and, indeed, had the leaft 
Hand in the Perpetration of what follows. 

They pitch’d upon a VeflTel in the Harbour, be¬ 
longing to Peter Tart one, a French Man, to execute 
their cruel Intentions upon, becaule it was a fmall 
one, and had not a great Number of Hands on 
Board, and ’twas eafy afterwards'to exchange it 
for ope mot e fit for Pyracy •, and therefore they ap- 
ply'd themfelves to the Mafter of her, for a PalTage 
to Nant-c, whereto the Ship was bound •, and accor¬ 
dingly, the beginning of November 1721, they weftt 
aboar d ^ and when at Sea, Philip Roche, being an expe¬ 
rienced Sailor, the Mafter of the Veffcl readily 
trufted him with the Care of her, at times, 
while he and the Mate went to,reft. ■ 

The 15th of November , at Night, was. the Time 
dc fig red for the Tragedy • but Francis Wife, relented, 
and appear’d delirous to divert them from their 
Moody Purpofes. Roche (lometimes called Cap¬ 
tain) told him, That as Cullen and he had fujlained 
p/eat Loffes at Sea , vnlefs every Irifhman pro font would 
.fft'l in repairing their Lojfes, by furthering all the French 
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Rogues, and running away with the Ship,, he jhould fuffer 
the fame Fate with the Frenchmen • hut if aU would of- 
jtjt, all jhould have a Share in the Booty. Upon this 
t;hey all refolved alike, and Captain Roch ordered 
three Frenchmen and a Boy up to Hand the Topfails, 
the Matter and Mate being then afleep in their Ca¬ 
bins. The two firft that came down, they beat out 
their Brains, and threw them over-board: The 
other two feeing what was done, ran up to the Top- 
matt Head, but Cullen follow’d them, and taking the 
Boy by the Arm, toft him into the Sea ; then dri¬ 
ving down the Man, thole below knock’d him on 
the Head, and threw him over-board. 

Thole who were afleep being awakened by the 
difinal Shrieks and Groans of dying Men, ran upon 
Deck in Confufion, to enquire into the Caufe of 
fuch unufual Noifes ■, but the fame Cruelty was 
immediately acted towards them, e’er they could 
be fenfible of the Danger that threat’ned them. 

They were now (as Roche himlelf afterwards con- 
fel's’d) all over as wet with the Blood that had been [fit, 
as if they had been difd in Watery or food in a Shower of 
Rainnor did they regard it any more. Roche laid. 
Captain Tartoue uled many Words for Mercy, and 
?sk’d them, if he had not uled them with Civility 
and Kindnefs ? If they were not ©f the fameChri- 
ttian Religion, and own’d the fame bleifed Jefus , and 
the like ? But they, not regarding what he laid, 
took Cords, and bound the poor Matter and his 
Mate, Back to Back, and while that was doing, 
both of them begged with the utmoft Earneftnefe, 
and uled the moft folemn Intreaties, that they would 
atleaft allow them a few Minutes to-lay their Prayers, 
and beg Mercy of God for the various.Sins and Of¬ 
fences of their Lives: "But it did not move them, 
(though all the reft were dead, and no Danger could 
be apprehended from them two alone) for the bound 
Perfons were hurry’d up and thrown into the Sea. 

The 
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The Mailacfe being finifh’d, they wafh’d them - 
folves a little from the Blood, and learched the 
Chefts and Lockers, and all Places about the Ship- 
and then fet down in the Captain’s Cabin, and 
refrelhed themfelves with fome Rum they found 
there, and fas Roche confelled ) were never merrier 
in their Lives. They inverted Roche with the 
Command of the Ship, and calling him Captain, 
talked over their Liquor, what rare Artions they 
would perform about Cape Briton, Sable Ifle, and 
the Banks of Newfoundland , whither they defign- 
ed to go as foon as they had recruited their 
Company, and got a better Ship, which they pro- 
pofed fpeedily to do. 

Roche taking upon himfelf the Command of the 
Veilel, Andrew Cullen was to pafs for a Merchant, or 
Super-cargo \ but then they bethought themfelves, 
that they were in Danger of being difoovered by 
the Papers in the Ship, relating to the Cargo, as 
Bills of Lading, &c. therefore they erafe and take 
out the Name of the French Mafter, and inrtead 
thereof inferred the Name of Roche, fo that it 
rtood in the Ship’s Papers, Peter Roche , Mafter j that 
then having fo few Hands on Board, they contri¬ 
ved if they met any Ships, to give out, that they 
had loft fome Hands by their being walh’d over¬ 
board in a Storm, and by that means foreen them¬ 
felves from being fufperted of having committed 
fome fuch wicked Art, by reafon of the fewnefs of 
their Hands on board •, andalfo might prevail with 
fome Ship to fpare them fome, on Confideration of 
their pretended Difafter. 

In going to Cales they were in Diftrefs by the 
Weather, and being near Lisbon , they made Com¬ 
plaint to a Ship, but obtain’d no Alliftance. They 
were then obliged to fail back for England , and put 
into the Port of Dartmouth \ but then they were in 
Fear left they might be dilcoyered, therefore to pre¬ 
vent 
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vent that, they refolve to alter the Ship, and getting 
Workmen, they take down the Mizen-maft, and 
build a Spar Deck, and made Rails, ("on pretence 
that the Sailors had been wafh’d overboard ) to le- 
cure the Men. Then they took down the Image of 
St Peter at the Head of the Ship, and put up a Lion 
in its Place, and painted over the Stern of the Ship 
with Red, and new nam’d her, the May Snow. The 
Ship being thus alter’d that they thought it could 
not be known, they fancy’d themlelves pretty le- 
cure but wanting Money to defray the Charge of 
thefe Alterations, Roche, a§ Matter of the Veifel, 
and Andrew Cullen, as Merchant, apply themfelves 
to the Officers of the Cuftoms for Liberty to difpole 
of fome of the Cargo, in order to pay the Work¬ 
men •, which they having obtained, they fold fifty 
eight Barrels of Beef, and having hired three more 
Hands, they let Sail for Oftend, and there having 
fold more Barrels of Beef, they fleer their Courfe 
to Rotterdam, difpofe of the reft of the Cargoe, and 
took in one Mr. Annefley , who freighted the Ship for 
England ; but in their Paflage, in a ftormy Night, 
it being very dark, they took up Mr. Annejly their 
Paffenger, and threw him into the Sea, who fwam 
about the Ship a pretty while, calling out for Life, 
and telling them, they fhould have all his Goods, 
if they would receive him again into the Veflel: 
But in vain were his Cries!' 

After this, they were obliged to put into feve* 
ral Ports, and by contrary Winds, came to the 
Coaft of France, and hearing there was an Enqui r 
ry made after the Ship, Roche quits her at Havre de 
Grace, and leaves the Management to Cullen and the 
reft •, who having fhipp’d other Men, faill’d away 
to Scotland, and there quitted the Veifel, which was 
afterwards feized and brought into the River of 
Thames, 


Some 
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Some Time after this, Philp Roche came to London 
and making fbme Claim for Money, he had made 
Infurance of, in the Name of John Euflace • the 
Oihce was appriz’d of the Fraud, and he arrefted 
and flung into the Counter ; from whence directing 
a Letter to his Wife, fhe fhewed it to a Friend, 
who difcovered by it, that he was the principal 
Villain concerned in the Deftruction of. Peter Tartoue , 
and the Crew. Upon this, an Information was given 
to my Lord Carteret , that the Perfon who went by the 
Name of John Euflace , was Philip Roche , as aforefaid ; 
and being brought down by his Lordihips Warrant 
he hi fly deny’d it for fome Time, notwithstanding 
a Letter was found in his Pocket, direfted to him 
Ly the Name of Roche } but being confronted by a 
Captain of a Ship, who knew him well, he con- 
felfed it, but prevaricated in feveral Particulars • 
whereupon he was committed to Newgate upon 
violent Sufpicion, and the next Day was brought 
down again at his own requeft, coafeifed the whole 
defired to be made an Evidence,, and promifed to 
convift three Men worfe than himfelf. Two were 
difcovered by him, who died miferably in the Mar- 
Jhal/ea t and Roche himfelf was afterwards try’d, (no 
more being taken,) found Guilty of the Pyracy, 
and executed •» 
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An ABSTRACT of the Civil Law 
and Statute Law now m Force , in Rela¬ 
tion to Pyracy. 

Vyrate is Hoftis huipanis generis, a common 
Enefoy, with whom neither Faith nor Oath is 
to he kept, according to Tully. jind by the 
Laws of Nature , Princes and States are re- 
Jf nfible for their Neglect, if they do not provide Reme¬ 
dies for refraining thefe fort of Robberies, Though Py - 
rates are called common Enemies, yet they are properly not 
to be term'd fo . He is only to be honoured with that Name 9 
fays Cicero, who hath a Commonwealth, a Court, a Trea- 
fury, Confent and Concord of Citizens, and fome Way, if 
Occafton he, of Peace and League : But when they have 
reduced themfelves into a Government or State, as thofe of 
Algier, Sally, Tripoli, Tunis, and the like, they then 
are allowed the Solemnities of War, and the Rights of Le¬ 
gation, 

If Letters of Marque he grant ed to a Merchant, and 
he furnishes out a Ship, with a Captain and Mariners, and 
they, in ft e ad of taking the Goods, or Shift, of that Nation 
againfi whom their Commiffion is awarded, take the Ship 
and Goods of a Friend, this is Pyracy, and if the Ship 
arrive in any Part of his Majefty's Dominions, it will be 
feized, and for ever loft to the Owners hut they are no 
way liable to make Satisfaction. 

If a Ship is affavlted and taken by the Pyrates , for Re¬ 
demption of which, the Mafter becomes a Slave to the Cap- 
tors, by the Law Marine, the Ship and Lading are tacitly 
obliged for his Redemption , by a general Contnbuticn } but if 

it 
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it happen through his own Folly , then no Contribution is to 
be made . 

If Subjects in Enmity with the Crown of England, are 
aboard an Engliih Pyrate , in Company with Englifh, and 
a Robbery is committed , and they are taken } it is Felony in 
the Englifh, but not in the Stranger \ for it was no Py - 
racy in them , but the Depredation of an Enemy, and they 
will be tried by a Martial Law . 

If Pyracy is committed by SubjeEls in Enmity with Eng¬ 
land, upon the Britilh Seasy it is properly , only punijhable 
by the Crown of England, who have iftud regimen & 
Dominium exclufive of all other Power* 

If Pyracy be committed on the Ocean , and the Pyrates in 
the Attempt be overcome , the Captors may , without arty'Sth* 
lemnity of Condemnation, hang them up at the Main-Tayd j 
if they are brought to the next Port , and the Judge re¬ 
sells the Tryal , or the Captors cannot wait for the Judge, 
without Peril or Lofs , Jufiice may be done upon them bf 
the Captors . 

If Merchandize be delivered to a Mafler y to carry to one 
forty and he carries it to another , and fells and difpofes of it, 
this is not Felony } but ify after unlading it at the frjl Port, 
he retakes it , it is Pyracy . 

If a Pyrate attack a Ship 9 and the Mafterfor Redemption ^ 
gives his Oath to pay a Sum of Money , tho ’ there be nothing 
takeny yet it is Pyracy by the Law Marine, 

If a Ship is riding at Anchor , and the Mariners alt 
ajlme y and a Pyrate attack her y and rob her 9 this is Pyracy . 

If a Man commit Pyracy upon the Subjells of any Prince, 
or Repuhlicky (though in Amity with usf) and brings the 
Goods into England, and fells them in a Market Overt, 
the fame Jhall bind, and the Owners are for ever excluded . 

If a Pyrate enters a Port of this Kingdom , and robs a 
Ship at Anchor there , it is not Pyracyy becaufe not done, 
fuper altum Mare*, but is Robbery at common Law 9 be¬ 
caufe infra Corpus Comiiatus. A Pardon of all Felonies 
does not extend to Pyracy , but the fame ought to be efpecially 
named . 
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By 2$ H. 8. Murthcrs and Robberies committed upo* 
the Sea , or in other Places , where the Admiral pretends 
Jurifdi£tion y jhall he inquired into y try d y heard y and de~ 
tervtfnedy in fuch Places and Counties within the Realms as 
jhall be limited by the Kings Commijfion y in Like Manner 
as if fitch Offences were done at Land. And fuch Commi - 
Jfions (being under the Great Seal) jhall be directed to the 
Lord Admiral , his Lieutenant or Deputy y and to three or 
four fuch others , as the Lord Chancellor fiall Name . 

The faid Commiffoncr s , or three of them, have Power to 
enquire of fuch Offences by twelve lawful Men of the Coun¬ 
ty , fo limited in their Commifftoiiy as if fuch Offences were 
done at Land , within the fame County y and every Indi&~ 
merit f° found and prefented , jhall be good in Law y and 
fuch Order , Progrefs y Judgment, and Execution jhall be ufed % 
had y done y and made thereupon y as againjl Offenders for 
Murder and Felony done at Land. "Alfo the Tryal of fuch 
Offences (if they be denyed) Jhall be had by twelve Men of 
the County y limited in the faid Commijfiort y (as aforefaidj) 
and no Challenge Jhall be had for the Hundred: And fuch 
as Jhall be conviFb of fuch Offences y Jhall fuffer Death with¬ 
out Benefit of Clergy y and forfeit Land and Goods y as in 
Cafe of Felonies and Murders done at Land. 

This API jhall not prejudice arty Perfon y or Perfons 9 
(urged by Necejfityj) for taking Vt&uals f Cables y Ropes 9 
Anchors or Sails y out of another Ship that may [pare them 7 
fo as they either pay ready Money y or Abney worth for them y 
or give a BUI for the Payment thereof y if on this Side the 
Straits of Gibralter, within four Months y if beyond 7 
within twelve Months. 

When any fuch Commijfion jhall be fent to arty Place 
within the JurifdiEtion of the Cinque-ports, it jlrall be 
directed to the Warden of the faid Ports y or his Deputy 
with three or four other Perfot?s y as the Lord Chancellor jhall 
Name y and the Inquifition or Tryal of fuch Offences 9 
there, Jhall be made y and had y by the Inhabitants of the faid 
Ports 9 and Members of the jame. 
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By ti and 12 W. 3. c. 7. If any natural born Sub* 
jebbs or Deniz,ons of England, commit Pyracy, or any Alb 
of Hoflility, againfb his Majeflys Subjects at Sea, under { 
Colour of a Commifflon or Authority, from any foreign 
Prince or State, or Perfon whatfoever, fuch Offenders fall 
be adjudged Pyrates. 

If any Commandkr or Mafier of a Ship, or Seaman or Ma- 
finer, give up his Ship, See. to Pyrates, or combine to ycild 
up, or run away with any Ship, or lay violent Hand on his 
Commander y or endeavour to make a Revolt in the Ship, he 
fall be adjudged, a Pyrate. 

All Perfons who 'after the 29th sf -Sejj^ember 1700, 
fall fet forth any Pyrate (or be aiding anaafftjttn^ tQ any 
fuch Pyrate ,) committing Pyracy on Land or Sea , or fall 
conceal fuch Pyrates, or receive any F'effel or Goods piratic 
cally taken, fall be adjudged accejfary to fuch Pyracy, and 
fuffer as Principals. 

By 4 G. c. if. Sett. 7. All Perfons who have con** 
mittedy or fall commit arty Offences, for which they 
ought to be adjudged Pyrates, by the Abb 11 and 12. 
W. 3. C. 7. may betryed for every fuch Offence, in fuch 
Manner as by the. Alb 28. H. 8. c. 15. is djretted for> 
the Tryal of Pyrates j and fall not have the Benefit of 
Clergy. 

Sett. 8. This Abb fall not extend to Perfons convi^fd 
or attainted in Scotland. 

Sett. 9. This Abb fall extend to his Majefby s Domini¬ 
ons in America, and be taken as a publick Abb . 
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